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they were obliged to attend to what the French,
under their ambitious king, Louis XIV., were about.
They had begun to attack the Protestants again,
in so many ways, before King William died, that
there was likely to be a war; and now he was dead,
Louis thought there was no country in Europe
strong enough, or with a good soldier enough, to
fight him, or prevent his conquering as many
countries as he pleased. But he was mistaken. The
English were as much determined in Queen Anne's
time as in King William's to prevent Louis from
forcing upon them a Popish king and from oppres-
sing the Protestants; and Queen Anne possessed in
the Great Duke of Marlborough a far more skilful
general than William had ever been. Indeed King
William gave him the command of the whole army
in the last year of his life, when he was too ill to
command it himself. We had a great many fine
ships too, and Queen Anne's husband, Prince George
of Denmark, was admiral. So we were quite ready
for war against King Louis, and the people and
parliament were ready to give the queen all the
money she wanted to pay the soldiers and sailors.

Besides this, the Dutch were glad to fight on our
side, as well as some of the princes in Germany;
and another firm ally of the English was Prince
Eugene of Savoy, who was queen Anne's cousin,
and was almost as good a general as the Duke of
Marlborough.

When Anne had been queen about two years,
the greatest battle that had ever been heard of was
fought at a place called Blenheim, near the village
of Hochstet, in Germany, between the English and
French.

The English had the Dutch and an army of


