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fire, which burnt down a great part of London. It
lasted for four days; and though everybody tried
to put an end to it, it still burned on, for there was a
strong wind, which blew the flames from one house
to another. At that time the streets were very nar-
row, and most of the houses were built of wood, so
no wonder they burned fiercely.

But good rose from this evil: when London was
built again the streets were made wider, and the
houses were built of brick and stone, so they were
not so apt to burn, and they could be kept cleaner;
and as the plague seldom comes to clean places, it
has never been in London since the fire.

But now we must think about the king. Though
he was a very merry man, he was far from being a
good one. In the first part of his reign he listened
to good advice, especially that given to him by Lord
Clarendon, who had stayed with him all the time he
was unhappy and poor, and while he was forced to
live out of England. But it was not long before he
neglected all the good and old friends of his father
or of the people, and began to keep company with a
number of gay men, who were always laughing and
making jokes when they were seen; but they gave
the king bad advice in secret, and when they were
trusted by him they behaved so ill to the people, that
if it had not been for fear of another civil war, they
would have tried to send Charles out of England
again.

The Duke of Lauderdale, one of Charles's greatest
friends, was sent to Scotland to govern it for Charles.
Perhaps there never was so cruel and wicked a
governor anywhere before. He ordered everybody
to use the English prayer-book, and to leave off their

own ways of worshipping God, and to change their


