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put on gay-coloured silk and satin coats; they wore
ribbons and feathers, and long curly wigs, and
danced and sung as if they were at a wedding.

However, while Charles and the young men were
so gay, there were a few old wise lawyers, and clergy-
men, and admirals, and generals, who managed the
laws and other business very well, although there
were a good many people who were sadly vexed to
see a king again in England.

The king soon married the Princess Catherine of
Portugal, and her father gave her the island of Bom-
bay, in the East Indies, as a wedding gift. It
was almost the first place the English had in India,
and now we have gained nearly all that large
country, which is larger than England, and France,
and Portugal, all put together.

While Charles II. was king, there vyas a war with
Holland, and another short one with France. Our
battles with Holland were chiefly fought at sea: one
of our best admirals was James, Duke of York, the
king's brother, who beat the Dutch admirals, Opdam
and the son of the famous Tromp. In another great
battle, which lasted four days, General Monk, whom
the king had made Duke of Albemarle, beat the
great Admiral de Ruyter, and other English officers
took several good towns which the Dutch had built
in North America, especially New York.

Pleased with these victories, the king grew care-
less, and forgot to have the Dutch fleets properly
watched, so one of them sailed into the river Med-
way, and burnt a number of English ships at
Chatham, and did more mischief by landing at
different places, ond burning ships and houses, than
had ever been done in the same way since the days
of the old Danes.


