
192 JAMES I. CHAP. XLVII.

think that the people were made for nothing but to
obey kings, and to labour and get money for kings
to spend as they pleased, and that even the nobles
were nothing but servants for kings; in short, he
filled his poor little son's mind with wrong thoughts,
and never taught him that it was a king's duty to
do all the good he could, and to set an example of
what is right.

Yet Charles had many good qualities, as you will
read by and by, He was a good scholar, and loved
books and clever men, and music, and pictures; and
if he had only been taught his duty as a king pro-
perly, he would have done a great deal of good to
England.

I have told you that James used to make favour-
ites of people, without caring much about their
goodness. One of his greatest favourites was George
Villiers, Duke of Buckingham, and he gave his son
Charles to the Duke to take caie of, just when he
was grown up. The silly king used to call Bucking-
ham, Steenie, and the prince, Baby Charles, although
he was almost as big and as old as a man.

When the prince was old enough to be married,
his father wished him to marry the Infanta of Spain.
(In Spain the princes are called Infants, and the
princesses Infantas.) Now the Duke of Buckingham
wanted very much to go abroad, and show himself to
all the princes and nobles in France and Spain, for
he was very vain of his beauty and his fine clothes;
so he put it into the prince's head, to tell his father
he would not marry, unless he would let him go
t( Spain with the Duke of Buckingham, and see the
Infanta before he married her.

The poor foolish king began crying like a child,
and begged his dear Steenie and Baby Charles not to


