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Scots in prison, sometimes in one great castle, some-
times in another.

They allowed her to walk, and ride, and to have
her ladies and other friends with her, and many
people visited her at first. But when it was known
that she really wished to make the English all
Papists again, she was not allowed to see so many
people.

At last-I could almost cry when I tell you of it
-the beautiful, and clever, and very unhappy
Queen of Scots was ordered to be beheaded! She
was in prison at Fotheringay Castle when Queen
Elizabeth's cruel order to cut off her head was sent
to her. The next day her steward and her ladies
led her into the great hall of the castle, which was

hung all round with black cloth. In the middle of

the hall there was a place raised above the floor,
also covered with black. There her maids took off

her veil, and she knelt down and laid her beautiful
head on the block. It was cut off, and her servants
took it and her body to bury.

Mary had done many wicked things: she had
tried to do much mischief in England. But as she

was not born in England, but was the queen of

another country, neither Elizabeth nor her counsel-
lors had any business either to keep her in prison,
or to put her to death. They ought to have sent
her, at the very first, safely to some other country,
if they were really afraid she would do mischief in

England.
This is a very bad thing : and I cannot make any

excuse for Elizabeth. I will only say that her

old counsellors were so afraid lest Mary should

prevail on the kings of France and Spain to help
her to kill Elizabeth, and make the English all


