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England, at the same time telling her that her cousin
the king, whom she loved very much, was dead. On
hearing this she fainted, and then refused the crown,
saying, that while the Ladies Mary and Elizabeth
"were alive, nobody else could have a right to it.

At last, however, though the two dukes could not
prevail upon her to allow herself to be called Queen
of England, her husband and her mother begged her
so hard to be queen, that she consented.

I have already told you that she was only called
queen for ten days, and that Queen Mary sent her
and her husband to the Tower.

They were not allowed to see one another in
their prison. However, as they were not beheaded
immediately, people hoped that Mary would spare
them. But she was too cruel. After she had kept
them closely shut up for nearly eight months, she
ordered both their heads to be cut off. Dudley was
to be executed on Tower-hill, in sight of all the
people; Lady Jane in a court within the Tower,
with only a few persons round her.

When Lady Jane knew this, she had no wish to
do anything but prepare for her own death next
day. She wrote a letter to her father, to take leave
of him, in which she said, " My guiltless blood may
cry before the Lord, mercy to the innocent! " She
left her Greek Testament to her sister Catherine,
with a Greek letter written on a blank leaf in it.

Early in the morning of the 12th day of February
Lady Jane stood by the iron-barred window of her
prison, and saw her dear husband led through the
Tower gate to be beheaded. Not long afterwards she
was praying near the same spot, and saw a common
cart coming from the gate, and in it her husband's
body, all covered with blood.


