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left his other learning and studied law to please his
father, and he became a great lawyer.

HTe was handsome and good-natured, very cheerful,
and fond of laughing. IHe had a pleasant voice, and
it is said that he was the first Englishman who
could be called an ORATOR, that is, a man who can
speak well before a great number of others (as a
clergyman does when he preaches in a large church),
and either teach them or persuade them to think or
do as he wishes.

But what you will like best to hear is, how good
he was to his little son and his daughters : he used
to laugh with them and talk with them, and as he
had a pretty garden round his house at Chelsea, he
used to walk and play with them there.

Besides this, he was so kind to them, that he had
the best masters in England to teach them different
languages, and music, and they used to have very
pleasant concerts, when his wife and daughters used
to play on different instruments, and sing to him.
He was very fond of painting, and had the famous
painter, Hans Holbein, in his house a long time.

Sometimes he and his children read pleasant books
together, and he was particularly careful to instruct
his little girls, and they read and wrote Latin very
well, besides being very good workwomen with their
needles, and understanding how to take care of a
house.

You may think what a happy family this was,
and how much all the children and the parents
loved one another. All the best men that were
then alive used to come now and then and see Sir
Thomas More and his family. There was the famous
Erasmus, whom I mentioned before; and Bishop
Tonstall, who often contrived to save people from


