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their worst sins, if they would only give their lands
and money to the churches and convents, that the
monks and friars might live in idleness.

The others, who were for the Pope, pretended
that clergymen were better and wiser than others,
and therefore they ought to live in comfort, and
grandeur, and leisure, and to have more power
and money than other men.

Now I believe the truth is, that in those days the
clergymen were a great deal too rich and power-
ful, and that they oppressed the people in every
country, and that they tried to keep them from
learning to read, that they might not find out the
truth from the Bible and other good books.

However, in England there were a great many
good men on both sides.

At first, the king took the part of the Pope, and,
as he was very fond of showing his learning, he
wrote a book to defend him against Martin Luther;
in return for which the Pope called Henry the
DEFENDER OF THE FAITH.

But soon afterwards King Henry began to change
his mind. He thought the English clergymen would
be better governed if the King of England were at
their head instead of the Pope. Then he thought
that, if all the convents were pulled down, and the
monks and nuns made to live like other people,
instead of idly, without doing anything, he might
take their lands and money and give to his servants,
or spend himself, just as he liked.

As soon as Henry thought of these things, he set
about doing what he wished. He would not listen
even to the old men and women, who had lived in
the convents till they were too old to work; he
turned them all out. He would not listen to some


