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CHAPTER XXXIX.

HE NRY VI I.- Continued.

How the Pope and the friars imposed upon the people; how dis-
putes arose in England about religion; how King Henry seized
the convents and turned out the monks and nuns; how he
called himself Supreme Head of the Church, and put many people
to death who did not agree with him in all things.

IN several parts of our history we have read of
the Pope, that is, the Bishop of Rome. When

Thomas a Becket was murdered in the reign of
Henry II., I told you it was done after a quarrel
between the king and Thomas, because Thomas
wanted the Pope to have the power to punish
clergymen in England, or to let them go without
punishment, when they did wrong, without caring
at all what the law and the right might be.

Now more than three hundred years had passed,
and the Popes pretended every year to have more
and more power. And a great many new kinds of
clergymen, especially the FRIARS, had begun to go
about the country, doing nothing themselves, and
pretending that the people ought to give them meat,
and drink, and lodging, because they could read and
say prayers. Besides that, they used to pretend to
cure diseases, by making people kiss old bones, or
bits of rag, and other trash, which .they said had
once belonged to some holy person or another, which
was as wicked as it was foolish. It was wicked
,to tell such lies. It was foolish, because the cures
that God has appointed for diseases are only to be
learned by care and patience, and have nothing to
do with such things as old bones and rags.

However, almost everybody believed these things


