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even their very horses were dressed up with silk
and golden fringes; and there was feasting, and
dancing, and jousting, and music every day.

The two kings amused themselves with dancing,
and all sorts of games, till at last they found it was
time to go home, and mind the affairs of their own
kingdoms.

This meeting was called THE FIELD OF THE CLOTH

OF GOLD, because there was so much gold in the
dresses and tents, and the ornaments used by the
kings and their lords and ladies.

Besides the two kings who were at the Field of
the Cloth of Gold, there was a great man that you
must know something about. His name was Wolsey.
He was a clergyman, and in the time of King Henry
VII. he was known to be very clever indeed. But
Henry VIII. first made him a bishop, and then the
Pope (who you know is the Bishop of Rome) gave
him the rank of Cardinal.

In those days a cardinal was thought to be almost
as great a man as a king. He dressed in long fine
silk robes, trimmed with fur, and when he went
out he wore a scarlet hat, with a broad brim, and
fine red cords and tassels.

This Cardinal Wolsey was very clever, as I told
you, and very learned; he was one of the scholars
at Oxford when Thomas Linacre taught Greek
there; and with a part of the great riches that he
got from the king he built the great college, called
Christ Church, at Oxford, and a school at Ipswich,
the town where he was born.. He also built the great
palace of Hampton Court, and made a present of it
to the king. And these you know were all useful
things.

But Cardinal Wolsey was proud and insolent to


