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in the Tower, as well as his brother. He next pre-
tended that he wanted to talk with the little king's

friends about the proper day for setting the crown

on his head, and letting the people see him as their

king. So the lords who wished well to the young

princes all came to the Tower, and were sitting toge-
ther waiting for the Duke of Gloucester.

At last he came, and said, very angrily, that he

had found out several persons who were making

plans to put him to death, and had bribed some

persons to poison him; and then, turning to Lord

Hastings, who was one of young Edward's best

friends, asked him fiercely what the persons de-

served who had done so? "They deserve severe

punishment," said Lord Hastings, "IF they have
done so."-" IF! dost thou answer me with IFS?"

roared out Gloucester; "by St. Paul, I will not

dine till thy head is off ! "
The moment he had said this he struck his hand

upon the table, and some soldiers came into the

room. He made a sign to them to take away Lord

Hastings, and they took him directly to the court

before the windows. There they laid him down with

his neck on a log of wood, and cut off his head, and

the cruel Gloucester went to his dinner.
After this, nobody was surprised to hear that

Richard had put to death several more of the king's

friends; and that the next thing he did was to get

the people to make him king, and to say that the

young prince was not fit to be a king.
After this, he ordered both the little princes to be

murdered in the Tower; and I will tell you how

it was done.
The governor of the Tower at that time was Sir

Robert Brackenbury, and Richard found that he was


