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Beaufort and another person, who hated Duke Hum-
phrey, and that they had him killed very cruelly.

Soon after this, as the queen and her friends be-
haved so ill, several of the noblemen, most of the
gentlemen in Parliament, and the people in London,
began to think it would be better to take away the
crown from the poor king, who was too silly to
govern for himself, and was often so ill that he
could not even speak for days together.

The person they wished to make king was his
cousin the Duke of York.

I have read, that some gentlemen were walking
together in the Temple garden after dinner, and dis-
puting about the king and the Duke of York; one
of them took the king's part, and said, that, though
he was silly, his little son Edward, who was just
born, might be wise; and he was determined to
defend King Henry and his family, and desired all
who agreed with him to do as he did, and pluck a
red rose, and wear it in their caps, as a sign that
they would defend the family of Lancaster.

The gentlemen who thought it would be best to
have the Duke of York for their king turned to a
white-rose bush, and each took a white rose, and
put it in his cap, as a sign he loved the Duke of
York; and for more than thirty years afterwards
the civil wars in England were called the wars of
the Roses.

At first, the party of York only wished Richard,
Duke of York, to be the king's guardian, and govern
for him; and as Duke Richard was wise and good, it
might have been well for England if he had been
allowed to do so.

But Queen Margaret raised an army to drive away
the Duke of York, and the first battle between the


