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is the most amusing book of history I ever read.
Queen Philippa and her son, John of Gaunt, who
was called the Duke of Lancaster, loved and en-
couraged Chaucer, the first great English poet. By
and by, when you are a little older, you will love to
read the stories he wrote. Besides all this, Philippa
encouraged those good men who wished to translate
the Bible into English, so that all the people might
read and understand it. The leader of these good
men was John Wiclif, the first great reformer of
religion in England. In this reign the great people
began to leave off talking Norman French and to
talk English, almost like our English now. And the
king ordered the lawyers to manage their business
in English instead of French.

Queen Philippa had a great many children, all
of whom she brought up wisely and carefully. Her
eldest son Edward was called the Black Prince, it
is said, because he used to wear black armour. He
was the bravest and politest prince at that time in
the world; and Queen Philippa's other sons and her
daughters were all thought better than any family
of princes at that time.

We must now think of the king and his wars.
These wars made him leave England, and go to
foreign countries very much; but as he left Queen
Philippa to take care of the country while he was
away, everything went on as well as if he had been
at home.

Soon after Edward became King of England,
Charles, King of France, who was Edward's uncle,
died. And as Charles had no children, Edward
thought he had a right to be King of France, rather
than his cousin Philip, who had made himself king
on Charles's death. The two cousins disputed a


