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and after being taken prisoner and brought to Lon-
don, Henry had set him free, on his promising that
the kings of England should be lords over the kings
of Scotland.

Now, it happened that while Edward the First was
King of England, Alexander, King of Scotland, died,
and left no sons. The Scotch sent to fetch Alex-
ander's granddaughter from Norway, where she was
living with her other grandfather, that she might
be their queen. But the poor young princess died.

Two of her cousins, John Baliol and Robert Bruce,
now wanted to be king; but as they could not both
be so, they agreed to ask King Edward to judge
between them; and King Edward was very glad,
because their asking him showed the people that
they owned he was Lord of Scotland, and he chose
John Baliol to be king of Scotland.

You will read the story of all that John Baliol did
in the History of Scotland.

Edward watched Scotland very narrowly, and
took every opportunity of sending English soldiers
there, and taking one town after another, making
pretence that'they were not governed properly, and
that, as he was Lord of Scotland, he would take care
of them; till at last John Baliol went to war with
Edward; but he was beaten, and the richest and
best part of Scotland was taken by Edward. He
was very severe, nay, cruel to the Scots.

At last a gentleman named Sir William Wallace
could not bear to have the Scots so ill treated as they
were by the English governors that-Edward sent into
the country. So he went himself, or sent messengers,
to all the barons and gentlemen he knew, to beg
them to join him, and drive the English out of Scot-
land; and they did so, and might have made their


