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his eyes out, and Hubert hired two wicked men to
do it.

But when they came with their hot irons to burn
his eyes out, Arthur knelt down and begged so hard
that they would do anything but blind him; he hung
about Hubert's neck, and kissed and fondled him so
much, and cried so bitterly, that neither Hubert nor
the men hired to do it could think any more of
putting out his eyes, and so they left him.

But his cruel uncle, John,. was determined Arthur
should not escape. He took-him away from Hubert,
and carried him to a tower at Rouen, the chief town
of Normandy, and shut him up there.

One night, soon afterwards, it is said that Arthur
heard a knocking at the gate; and when it was
opened, you may think how frightened he was to
see his cruel uncle standing there, with a servant as
bad as himself, whose name was Maluc; and he was
frightened with reason: for the wicked Maluc seized
him by the arm, and stabbed him in the breast with
his dagger, and then threw his body into the river
Seine, which was close to the tower, while King John
stood by to see it done.

It was for this wicked action that his mother's
estates in France, as well as the dukedom of Nor-
mandy, were taken away from him.

For his faults in governing England so badly, he
had a different punishment. All his subjects agreed
that, as he was so cruel as to put some people in
prison, and to kill others, without any reason, in-
stead of letting the proper judges find out whether
they deserved punishment or not, they must try to
force him to govern better. And for this purpose the
great barons, and the bishops, and gentlemen, from
all parts of England, joined together, and they sent


