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"wanted him to be still richer, so they persuaded
him to marry one of the richest ladies in the world,
although she was very ill-tempered, and in all ways
a bad woman. It is said that she was handsome;
but I am sure she must have been wicked, for she
was once married to a French king, who found her
out in such wicked actions, that he sent her away,
and gave her back all her money and estates, as he
did not choose to have so bad a wife.

Now Henry's friends, instead of choosing a good
wife for him, persuaded him to marry this bad woman
for her riches.

Her name was Eleanor of Aquitaine, and she had
four sons, Henry, Richard, Geoffrey, and John. She
brought up these children very badly, and, instead
of teaching them to love their father, who was very
kind to them, she encouraged them to disobey him
in everything. When her son Henry was only six-
teen, she told him he would make a good king, and
never rested till his good-natured father caused him
to be crowned king, and trusted a great deal more
to him than was right; till at last young Henry be-
came so conceited that he wanted to be king alto-
gether, and, by the help of this wicked mother, and
of the king of France, he got an army and made war
against his father.

However, he did not gain anything by his bad
behaviour, and soon afterwards he became very ill,
and died without seeing his father; and when he
was dying, he begged his servants to go and say to
the king his father that he was very sorry indeed
for his wickedness, and very unhappy to think of
his undutiful behaviour. The king was even more
unhappy than the prince had been, for he loved
his son dearly.


