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make him pay a great deal of money; and this they
called " The Forest Law." I must say I think the
new King William behaved very cruelly about this.

He was so fond of hunting himself, although he
would not let the poor Saxons hunt, that he turned
the people out of a great many villages in Hamp-
shire, and pulled down their houses, and spoilt their
gardens, to make a great forest for himself and the
Norman barons to hunt in, and that part of the
country is still called " The New Forest."

There was another rule which William made, and
which the English did not like, but I am not sure
whether it was wrong; and as he made the Normans
obey it, as well as the English, it was fair at least.

I must tell you what it was; he made everybody
put out their fires at eight o'clock at night, at the
ringing of a church bell, which was called the Curfew
Bell. Now, though it might have been of use to
some people to keep a fire later, yet, as almost all
the houses, both in the towns and the country, were
built of wood, it was much safer for everybody to
put out the fire early.

I should never have done, if I were to tell you all
the changes that were made in dear old England by
the Normans. But there is one I must try to explain
to you, because it will help you to understand the
rest of our history. When William was quite settled
in England, which was not till after seven years,
when the poor English were tired of trying to drive
him and his Normans away, he took the houses and
lands from the English thanes and earls, and gave
them to the Norman noblemen, who were called
barons.

This was unjust. But as the Normans had con-
quered the English, they were obliged to submit even


