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their houses to live in, and turned them out. They
burnt some of the English towns, and altered the
names of others ; they killed the people, even the little
children ; till at last you would have thought the
whole country belonged to them, and that there was
no king of England at all. You may think how
unhappy the people were then, the cruel Danes
robbing and murdering them when they pleased.
The king was so idle, that he did nothing to save
his people. There was no punishment for bad men,
and nobody obeyed the laws.

When Ethelred died, they hoped they would be
happier; for his son, Edmund Ironsides, was a brave
and wise prince, and was made king after his father;
but I am sorry to tell you thfat he was killed in a
very short time, and then the Danes drove all the
princes of England away, and made one of their
own princes king of England.

The princes of Alfred's family were forced to go
into foreign countries; some went to a part of France
called Normandy, and some to a very distant country
indeed, called Hungary.

It was well for England that the Danish king was
good and wise. His name was Canute. When he
saw how unhappy the people of England were, and
how ill the Danes treated them, he was very sorry,
and made laws to prevent the Danes from doing any
more mischief in England, and to help the English
to make themselves comfortable again. And because
some of King Alfred's good laws had been forgotten,
while the wars were going on, he inquired of the old
judges and the wise men how he could find those
laws again, and he made the people use them. Besides
this, he restored some of the schools which had been
destroyed in the wars, and even sent young men to


