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time in her life, regretted her friend's presence, fully expect-
ing Archie to disappear as he usually did when any of her
friends visited her. But this time Archie did not move, and
after a minute he said "Does not Miss Chartres go down to
Hollowmell with you? I think Seymour said she was with
you the night you went with Charlie ?"

"Yes," answered Minnie, wondering what was coming next.
"Then she won't be annoyed if we go on with what we

were talking about. You see " he said turning to Mabel, " I
can't bear to leave anything half done, and I don't see how
I'm to get through this without Minnie's help."

Mabel apologised for interrupting them, and begged that
they would not mind her presence at all.

" 0, but we shall," said Archie smiling, "for perhaps you
may help us-me, at any rate, to understand what Minnie is
trying to teach me."

"And what may that be ? " enquired Mabel, " I am afraid
there is little hope for my success if Minnie fails."

" The way to Heaven," replied Archie without a moment's
hesitation. To an ordinary observer her face would not
have displayed any emotion, but the boy's keen eyes noticed
how the shadows deepened in hers, and that her voice trem-
bled a little as she answered that no one was better able to
do that than Minnie.

" Well, I'm not so sure of that," he remarked, " Minnie has
not had any difficulties herself, you see, and she can't under-
stand how any one else can have any either. As she says
herself she just took the salvation when it was offered her


