
26 ITS DEVELOPMENT.

made. How about a place where the entertainments may
be held ?"

"I've thought of that too," said Minnie, her eyes spark-
ling with delight. " Such a glorious idea occurred to me
yesterday, as I was coming home; after I left you I went
round by the Hollow-I was sorry I did not think of it
sooner, I might have gone along with you as far as that-
well, I noticed that one of the houses in the corner is not
occupied, and it struck me we might have that, as long as
it is empty at anyrate, to hold our meetings in. I am sure
papa will consent."

" The very thing! " exclaimed Mabel, clapping her hands.
"I noticed that house also, and it did occur to me that it
would be a promising spot, but the idea of asking it, or even
hinting at such a thing never entered my mind."

" I am so glad that you like it. Now, confess that the
exact direction in which my genius lies has at last been
revealed. I was sure you would discover it some day."

" Pray, be more explicit, my talented friend," requested
Mabel. "I am doubtless very dull, but I should like to be
quite certain about the direction to which you alluded just
now."

"Well I'm afraid I can't enlighten you very much," said
Minnie, with a look of comical dismay, "I am about as un-
certain as yourself. I was just trusting to your general
stupidity not to go any deeper into the subject, but simply
to take my word for it."

"I think I won't cause you any further confusion by dis-


