
4 Aladdin; or, the Wonderful Lamp.

my father has been dead these many his head in the greatest confusion. He
years." could not utter a syllable in his justifi-

"Alas!" cried the stranger, "what cation; on the contrary, he felt quite
afflicting tidings! I am thy father's ashamed of himself. His mother was
brother, child, and have been many years also silent for a few moments, and then
traveling into foreign countries; and replied: " Indeed, it almost breaks my
now that I expected to be happy at heart to be obliged to tell you, brother,
home, I find him dead! " that Aladdin, though now fifteen years

Aladdin, who had never heard of any of age, minds nothing but play; and all
brother of his father, stood like one stu- that I can earn is scarcely sufficient to
pefied, till his pretended uncle pulled get us bread. I almost despair of any
out two pieces of gold, and gave them to future amendment; and should I die,
him, bidding him run home, and desire what will become of him?"
his mother to get a supper ready, as he The poor old woman burst into tears,
intended to spend a few hours with his and the magician, turning to Aladdin,
beloved sister-in-law, that very evening, said: "This is a sad account, nephew;
Aladdin, having pointed out the house, but it is never too late to -mend. You
hastened home with the gold and the must think of getting your own living,
tidings to his mother, who was no less and I will assist you to the utmost of
amazed than himself; she had never my power. What think you of keeping
heard her husband mention more than one a shop !" Aladdin was overjoyed at this
brother, and that one was also a tailor, proposition, for he thought there was
and had died before Aladdin was born. very little labor in keeping a shop; and
She could not, however, she thought, he told his uncle he had a greater inclin-
doubt the word of a gentleman who had ation to that business than to any other.
sent her two pieces of gold, and she went The next morning, early, the magician
joyfully to market, where she bought set out with Aladdin, and they went to
excellent provisions, and was cooking in a great warehouse, where all sorts of
her best manner, when the magician clothes were sold ready-made. Aladdin
knocked at the door. He entered, fol. was equipped in a neat suit, for which
lowed by a porter bringing all kinds of his uncle paid. They then walked
fruits and sweetmeats for the dessert. through the principal streets in the city,
Having saluted his dear sister-in-law, looking into the fine shops, and many

as he called her, and having said a rarities, till they came to the extremity
great many affectionate things of his of the town. As it was a fine day, the

deceased brother, Mustapha, they sat magician proposed that they should con-

down to supper; after which, the magi- tinue their walk; and they passed

cian, looking round the house, said: through innumerable gardens and fine

" My dear sister, it grieves me much to meadows; the magician all the while

see such an appearance of poverty about telling diverting stories, till they arrived

you; I hope my nephew, Aladdin, does at the entrance of a narrow valley,

his duty to you ? It is time that he should bounded on all sides by lofty and bar-

b)e able to supply you with many com- ren mountains. "Dear uncle," cried

forts." Aladdin, "where are we going now?

At these words, Aladdin hung down see, we have left all the pretty gardens


