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AT A

GLANCE
THINGS TO DO

MARCH 22
BCHS Tennis vs Taylor
2 p.m. 
Baker County High School

BCHS Wildcat baseball 
vs Suwannee
7 p.m. 
Baker County High School

The Cats aim for their eighth 
straight win as they host 
Suwannee in their District 
3-5A debut.

BCHS Lady Wildcat 
softball vs Trinity
7 p.m. 
Baker County High School

MARCH 23
BCMS vs Lake Asbury
6 p.m. 

The BCMS softball and 
baseball programs will play 
Lake Asbury at 6 p.m. The 
softball game will be at 
the middle school, while 
the baseball game will be 
played at the high school.

MORE ON PAGE 3

Retirement, finally
Page 8

Go vote ...

bakercountypress.com

How useful are the 
state’s standardized 

tests (FSAs, etc.)?

44% Barely useful
31% Useless

19% Very useful
6% Semi-useful

SPORTS

Top seed in district
 See page 14

273 E. MACCLENNY AVE.  |  259-6117
WWW.BURKINSCHEVY.COM

6 QT. OIL CHANGE
& TIRE ROTATION

plus 27-point vehicle inspection.
Up to 6 qt. oil and fi lter. Excludes Dexos & synthetic. Expires 12/31/18.

$4995

Just C’mon!

per axle

on most ACDelco Professional

BRAKE PADS
INSTALLED*

Most makes and models. Includes re-surfacing rotors.
Limited Lifetime Parts Warranty.** 

Select ACDelco Advantage Rotors installed (per axle) can be added for an additional 
$184.95 or less on trucks, mid-size SUVs & full-size SUVs. *Replacing rotors, all other 
services and tax extra. See dealer for eligible vehicles and details. Expires 3/31/18.

per axleper axle

on most ACDelco Professional$13995
on most ACDelco Professional

PROFESSIONAL
GOLD BATTERIES*

Installation extra. $24.95 or less on most GM vehicles. 
42-month free-replacement limited warranty.** 

*Tax extra. Advantage batteries for select GM models cost extra. Excludes AGM batteries. 
See dealer for offer details. **Nontransferable. Parts only; installation extra. Expires 
3/31/18.

on most ACDelco Professional

GOLD BATTERIES
$13995

JOEL ADDINGTON
MANAGING EDITOR  

reporter@bakercountypress.com

The sheriff’s office is seeking more 
information regarding the suspect or 
suspects who opened fire the evening 
of March 13 on vehicles at the cor-
ner of Quail Lane and South Boule-
vard and then into a mobile home on 
Ivy Street near its intersection with 
North Lowder about two hours later.

Only one person, 20-year-old 
Vyshawn William Akins of Quail 
Lane, was shot in the two incidents, 
the first between 9:30 and 10 p.m. 

and the second about mid-
night, though several oth-
ers inside two vehicles at 
the initial shooting were 
injured by broken glass 
and other object, sheriff’s 
office officials said.

Mr. Akins, a former 
wide receiver for the Wild-
cats, was hit in the lower 
back, but was out of the 
hospital as of this week, 
said Major Randy Crews 
of the sheriff’s office. No 
one was hurt in the second 
shooting at the mobile home, he said.

In the initial incident, 
police say a 2015 Kia and 
2017 Hyundai were parked 
at a corner in the south-
west Macclenny neighbor-
hood near Keller Interme-
diate School when a third 
vehicle approached and 
started firing.

According to a report 
from the sheriff’s office, 
which was heavily redact-
ed due to the ongoing na-
ture of the investigation, 
six bullet fragments and 

two dozen 9-millimeter shell casings 

were recovered from the scene of the 
first shooting where a semi-auto-
matic black handgun was believed to 
have been used.

The victims, in addition to Mr. 
Akins, included three men age 19, 
20 and 24, a 23-year-old female and 
three juveniles ages 16 and 17. They 
reportedly drove to the Fraser Hos-
pital emergency room for treatment.

Ten casings and two bullet frag-
ments were listed as evidence col-
lected in a similarly redacted report 
on the subsequent shooting on Ivy 
Street, which police believe was in re-

Shooting victim 
Vyshawn Akins

1 hit in two shootings within hours 

See page 2

Purchase these photos at www.bakercountypress.com Photos by Joel Addingotn
From left: Serenity McLane, Kaitlynn Elliot and Alexia McLane hula-hoop during the Community Expo.

Above: Mitch Thomas sings to attendee Janice Combs. Below right: 
Jay Crews and daughter Harley Crews, 2, enjoy snow cones.

Children ride in a barrel train at the Community Expo held at Heritage Park. Pictured are (from right to 
left) Kaitlynn Elliot, Alexia McLane, Taragan Thrift, Scarlett Bloom, Serenity McLane and Maddox Funk.

Taragan Thrift (below left) 
plays with rubber ducks.

JOEL ADDINGTON | MANAGING EDITOR  
reporter@bakercountypress.com

Last week’s Community Expo at Heritage Park raised 
some $2500 toward a future senior center for the Baker 
County Council on Aging through entry fees, concession sales 
and several raffles.

The expo combined helpful resources for seniors, chil-

Senior center 
fund nets $2500

See page 2

A Macclenny live-in 
boyfriend and girlfriend 
couple face counts of felo-
ny child cruelty and child 
neglect after an emergency 
room physician at Fraser 
Hospital called police ear-
lier this month due to the 

condition

Justin Miller

 of the woman’s 
3-year-old son.

The sheriff’s depart-
ment, following examina-
tion and observation of the 
boy at Wolfson Children’s 
Hospital in Jacksonville 
and by the Child Protec-
tion Team, arrested Justin 
Miller, 25 on March 13 and 
filed a criminal complaint 

against 

Dawn Evans

Dawn Evans, 24, 
who was later taken into 
custody.

The report by Detective 
Robert Simpkins notes 
that Dr. Jeremie Young on 
March 7 found extensive 
bruising on the boy’s eye 
and face, along with more 
bruising and abrasions on 
his back, legs and arms, 

See page 2

Toddler
abused:
Couple
charged
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Prior grad
scholarships

The Baker County Ed-
ucation Foundation is 
pleased to offer four schol-
arships worth between 
$500 and $1000 for prior 
graduates of Baker County 
High School.

Applicants must be cur-
rent residents of the coun-
ty, and each scholarship 
has specific guidelines Ap-
plications and more details 
are available at the school 
superintendent’s office  at 
270 South Blvd. in Mac-
clenny.

The application dead-
line is Friday, April 13 at 
3 p.m. for submittal to the 
office. Call Shirley Craw-
ford at 259-0428 for more 
information.Macclenny Mower & Saw

304 W. Macclenny Avenue
Macclenny, FL 32063

904-259-2248

1-DAY ONLY SALE 
Saturday, March 24
9:00am–3:00pm

BRING IN THIS AD 
FOR BIG 1-DAY SAVINGS

20% OFF SELECT 
ECHO UNITS*

*20% off MSRP discount applies to select ECHO and 
ECHO Bear Cat units on the day of the dealer sales 
event only. Excludes all GT-225 models, SRM-225 
models, PB-250LN, PB-2520, 58V cordless and all 

accessories. Not to be combined with any other offers. 

taliation for the first shoot-
ing based on information 
given to detectives.

Four victims were listed 
in the Ivy Street report, in-
cluding two males ages 43 
and 54, Mr. Akins’ 25-year-
old sister and a second fe-
male, age 42.

Sheriff Scotty Rhoden 
said the investigation was 
continuing this week and 
additional information 
from the public is needed 
to help identify the shooter 
or shooters involved. 

Major Crews said detec-
tives have received infor-
mation but much of it has 
been inconsistent.

“We’re not getting con-
sistent information at this 
time and some of the in-
formation is vague,” he 
said. “... Basically, we know 
there is information out 
there that is not being pro-
vided.”

“We’re trying to tell 
them [victims and the pub-
lic] how important their 
information and cooper-
ation is for us to solve this 
and keep that community 
safe, this whole commu-
nity safe,” added Sheriff 
Rhoden. “... If somebody 
saw something and wants 
to come forward, it’s time 
to do that to keep people 
from being hurt.”

along with what appeared 
to be a cigarette burn on 
the left foot after he was 
brought to the hospital for 
treatment of seizures. The 
toddler had been seen there 
for the condition on earlier 
dates.

Subsequent examination 
at Wolfson revealed he had 
a hole in his inner right ear, 
a viral infection and a “pat-
tern injury in the shape of 
a honeycomb” that could 
have been made by a space 
heater grill or “struck with 
an object with the same pat-
tern,” police said.

A worker from the De-
partment of Children and 
Families, seeking now to 
permanently remove the 
boy and his brother, 4, from 
the mother’s custody, said 
while at Wolfson the child 
struck himself in the head 
and groin while stating 
“Daddy hit, daddy hit.”

Det. Simpkins’ report 
also notes that the boy on 
March 10 was lethargic, of-
ten waking up for short pe-
riods before falling back to 
sleep.

There is also evidence 
that the older brother has 
been physically abused.

When initially ques-
tioned, Ms. Evans said her 
son fell backwards during 
a seizure, and blamed the 
bruising on the older broth-
er. Mr. Miller kept to the 
same version.

In another case of alleged 
child abuse, Detective Da-
vid Mancini arrested Lynne 
Walker, 62, of Macclen-
ny for striking her grand-

daughter, 17, with a paddle 
and biting her on the hand 
and arm during a confron-
tation at their residence on 
Shirley Road the evening of 
March 12.

Both Ms. Walker and the 
teen went to the sheriff’s de-
partment the next day to file 
complaints on each other. 
The grandmother, who is 
also the girl’s guardian, said 
the argument started due to 
the teen’s “disrespectful be-
havior and comments.”

• Melody Saul, 52, was 
arrested at her residence 
on Ridge Estates Drive near 
Glen St. Mary on March 
16 for making a false re-
port that her grandchildren 
had been molested by fos-
ter parents after they were 
taken from their mother by 
DCF.

Det. Mancini said Ms. 
Saul has a history of mak-
ing unsubstantiated com-
plaints of the same nature, 
and that DCF said it would 
seek prosecution if she did 
so again.

In the latest complaint, 
she alleged that a physi-
cian told her a grandson 
bore signs of sexual abuse. 
The detective determined 
that DCF had received no 
such complaint by a physi-
cian as required by law. Ms. 
Saul then changed her sto-
ry to say the doctor told her 
daughter and she was not 
present.

The detective’s report 
notes that at least three in-
vestigations launched by 
DCF on the basis of her 
complaints have been de-
termined unfounded.

dren’s activities, food and 
singing by several local 
crooners the afternoon of 
March 16, which was fol-
lowed that evening by the 
Baker Prevention Coali-
tion-sponsored movie in 
the park featuring Justice 
League.

“The seniors and kids all 
had a great time,” said Cin-
dy de la Pena of the Coun-
cil on Aging’s finance team, 
who organized the event, by 
email this week. “We even 
had one 80-year-old jump-
ing in the bouncy house!”

In addition to the bounce 
house, children played with 
hula-hoops, rode on the bar-
rel train, painted rocks and 
enjoyed snacks like snow-
cones and the so-called 
“walking tacos,” which were 
cut-open bags of Doritos 
corn chips with taco ingredi-
ents on top.

“I liked painting the 
rocks. I’m really into art,” 
said preteen Alexia McLane 
after hula-hooping. She and 
her younger sister had al-
ready eaten five or six bags 
of popcorn and two snow-
cones by that point.

“It was really fun,” said 

their chaperon Ariel Wed-
dle. “I just like seeing the 
girls have fun.”

The tunes were courte-
sy of Steven Branch and his 
daughter Stephanie Branch, 
Josie Davis, Mitch Thomas, 
Jimmy Barton and others.

“The only critique I re-
ceived is that we should 
have advertised a little 

more,” said Ms. Pena, add-
ing that the advertising in-
cluded newspapers, flyers 
and Facebook. “We had a lot 
of people say they still didn’t 
know about it. 

“Our main goal was for 
everyone to have a good 
time. We had wonderful 
weather, smiling faces and 
we are very thankful to ev-
eryone who came out and 
supported us.”

Among them was Janice 
Combs, who brought her 
grandchildren, ages 7 and 4 
and from Macclenny. They 
were off from school.

“I decided to bring them 
up here to have a good time 
... They love it. They’ve had a 
good time all day,” said Ms. 
Combs after being serenad-
ed by Mr. Thomas on the mi-
crophone.

She said she really en-
joyed the music from the 
Branches, who she’d seen 
perform previously, too.

“He’s really good,” she 
said. But her favorite part of 
the expo was socializing with 
other attendees.

“I’ve seen a lot of people 
today that haven’t seen in a 
long time ...,” the Taylor res-
ident said.

From page 1

From page 1

From page 1

Stephanie Branch entertains 
the crowd with a song.

Josie Davis on the micro-
phone.

$2500 is raised for CoA

Drive-by
shots hit
one man

Toddler: Burns,
arm, leg bruises

U.S. Rep. Al Lawson, a Democrat representing District 5 
and Baker County, will host a forum for area farmers, ag-
riculture industry representatives and the general public 
on Saturday, March 24 from 2-4 p.m. at Tallahassee Com-
munity College Center for Workforce Development (Grant 
Banquet Hall), 444 Appleyard Drive.

The House Agriculture Committee Ranking Member 
Collin C. Peterson (MN-07) will also be in attendance to 
discuss the Farm Bill, a critical piece of legislation framed 
to ensure farmers and ranchers have the tools they need to 
remain productive. 

This is the second farmers round table hosted by Rep. 
Lawson, who serves on the House Agriculture Committee. 
Last year, he met with more than 60 growers, extension 
agents and academics in Monticello, Fla. to discuss pro-
posed changes to the rural development program within 
the United States Department of Agriculture.

This event is free and open to the public. To register, vis-
it: http://bit.ly/2tjDR7W

Rep. Lawson farm
forum is March 24

Women’s Center of Jax

24-HOUR 
RAPE CRISIS

HOTLINE:
904.721.7273 www.bakercountypress.com
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Approval of a $124,000 
contract last week moved 
the City of Macclenny into 
the final phase of an environ-
mentally friendly plan to end 
years of spraying liquid sew-
age sludge on Wassie Fish 
Farms land north of Glen St. 
Mary.

City commissioners 
awarded the project — in-
stalling sludge dewater-
ing boxes at the municipal 
wastewater treatment plant 
— to SGS Contracting Ser-
vices Inc. the evening of 
March 13. 

The company was recom-
mended by the city’s consult-
ing engineers Mittauer & As-
sociates Inc.

Once the job is complet-
ed later this year the plant 
will begin producing a dry 
byproduct material that 
will be hauled to the Trail 
Ridge landfill off U.S. 301 in 
Jacksonville and no longer 
sprayed on land at the Fish 
Farms property off Crews 
Road.

“We’ll get out of the Fish 
Farms spray field and even-
tually begin taking that ma-
terial to the landfill,” which 
will be much better for the 
environment, said Assistant 
City Manager Mike Griffis. 
“This is just part of the pro-
cess of getting out of the Fish 
Farms.”

Not only will the environ-
ment benefit from the new 
sludge disposal method, of-
ficials say, but eventually the 
city budget will, too, through 
an estimated annual savings 
of $13,000 because the land 
application of sludge is more 
labor intensive than drying 
material by injecting it with 
a polymer.

The total cost of the proj-
ect, including engineer-
ing services and materials 
previously purchased, has 
been estimated at about 
$225,000, which engineers 
estimated could be recouped 
in five years.

SGS Contracting Services, 
based in High Springs, FL, 
submitted the lowest bid for 
the job. The only other pro-

posal came from J.D. Hinson 
Company of Jacksonville, 
which wanted $228,000.

According to the terms of 
the contract, installation of 
the dewatering boxes at the 
treatment plant should be 
“substantially completed” 
within 150 days after work 
commences.

Even though the city will 
pay some expense for trans-
porting and disposing of the 
dry material in the landfill, 
officials said the benefits 
outweigh the costs.

“It’s just better environ-
mentally,” said Mayor Mark 
Bryant.

Originally, the city had 
planned to end its relation-
ship with the Fish family and 
begin spraying liquid sewage 
sludge, also known as “bio-
solids,” on a 96-acre parcel 
off Steel Bridge Road that 
the city bought from Rayoni-
er Forest Resources in 2013.

But after neighbors ob-
jected, expressing fears 
about water contamination, 
airborne pathogens and 
odors, the city eventually 
abandoned those plans and 
sold the property at a loss 
earlier this year.

In other business last 
week the city commission:

• Discussed a proposal 
raised by Mayor Bryant to 
increase the city manager’s 
salary after a survey com-
paring municipal manager 
salaries statewide indicated 
Macclenny’s chief adminis-
trative officer may be under-
paid.

Looking at other cities of 
similar size in North Florida, 
the mayor said, it became 
clear to him that City Man-

ager Phil Rhoden’s salary 
($80,225 in a city of 6519) is 
considerably less than oth-
ers.

“It (the disparity) was 
much larger than I expect-
ed,” he said, particularly in 
the municipalities of Alachua 
(pop. 5813), where the city 
manager is paid $138,654, 
in Perry (pop. 7045), which 
pays its manager a sala-
ry of $132,392, and Green 
Cove Springs (pop. 6970) 
where the manager receives 
$130,723.

Other towns and salaries 
listed in the survey includ-
ed: Live Oak (pop. 6965), 
$92,000; High Springs (pop. 
5813), $90,000; and Starke 
(pop. 5523), $60,000.

The issue recently came 
to city hall’s attention after 
receiving a survey from a 
national executive recruit-
ing firm comparing bud-
get information and other 
data from cities and towns 
throughout Florida.

Mayor Bryant said that 
when Mr. Rhoden retires the 
city will need to have a sal-
ary more in line with other 
small municipalities to at-
tract good candidates for his 
replacement, suggesting a 
figure of $96,000, which he 
described as “conservative.”

“There should be a com-
petitive salary commen-
surate with the duties,” he 
said. “It’s something to think 
about, bringing that salary 
more in accordance with the 
norm.”

Commissioner Sam 
Kitching asked staff to pro-
vide each board member a 
copy of the survey so that 
they can each see the salary 

comparisons for themselves, 
adding, “I endorse what the 
mayor said.”

Commissioner Cecil 
Horne Jr. also supported 
the idea, though he said the 
city manager’s salary could 
be gradually increased over 
time rather than making one 
big increase at once.

“The goal is to get it up to 
where it should be,” he said. 
“We might not be able to do 
it the first year. The main 
thing is, he’s underpaid.”

• Hired In Touch Consult-
ing Group Inc. to administer 
a $700,000 Florida Small 
Cities Community Devel-
opment Block Grant in the 
Neighborhood Revitaliza-
tion category. The compa-
ny, which wrote the grant 
application, will be paid a 
$50,000 fee.

• Adopted a proclama-
tion declaring the month of 
April, typically a dry month 
when water demands are 
most acute, as Water Con-
servation Month to promote 

awareness of the importance 
to conserve Florida’s pre-
cious water resources.

The proclamation urges 
residents, businesses, in-
dustrial users and schools to 
practice water conservation 
efforts and “thus promote a 
healthy economy and com-
munity …”

• Adopted an anti-tobac-
co proclamation declaring 
March 13 as “Kick Butts Day 
2018,” a school-driven cam-
paign dedicated to ending 
tobacco-related diseases that 
claim the lives of 89 Floridi-
ans each day – more deaths 
than from AIDS, alcohol, car 
accidents, murders, suicides, 
drugs and fires combined.

The proclamation states 
that “the youth of Baker 
County will no longer toler-
ate the tobacco industry’s 
efforts to manipulate them 
into buying lethal and addic-
tive products through adver-
tising campaigns and mar-
keting practices …”

MACCLENNY CITY COMMISSIONTHINGS TO DO

MARCH 24
Region 3-1A weightlifting 
meet
11:45 a.m. 
Baker County High School

The BCHS Wildcat 
weightlifting team will 
try to repeat as regional 
champion when Baker 
County hosts the Region 
3-1A meet. They will also 
be selling chicken and rice 
dinners to raise money for 
the state competition. 

MARCH 27
BCMS vs Suwannee
4 p.m. 
The BCMS softball and 
baseball programs will host 
Suwannee at 4 p.m. The 
softball team will play at the 
middle school, while the 
baseball team will play at 
the high school

Scholarship dinner 
March
5:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
First Baptist Church of 
Macclenny Family Life 
Center 
Veteran administrators and 
longtime employees Gail 
Brown and LuAnne Williams 
are the honorees at this 
year’s annual scholarship 
dinner. Tickets are $30 each 
and must be purchased 
prior to the event. Call the 
superintendent’s office at 
259-0401. 

BCHS Lady Wildcat 
softball vs Hilliard
6 p.m. 

MARCH 29
2018 Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month 
Proclamation
5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 
Baker County courthouse

The Women’s Center of 
Jacksonville would like 
to invite you to the 2018 
Sexual Assault Awareness 
Month Proclamation. 
At this event we will be 
hearing from various 
guest speakers as well as 
community partners on 
why this month is important 
to bring awareness to our 
community. 

Town Hall: Defeating 
opioid/drug crisis in 
Baker County
6:30 p.m. - 8 p.m. 
Ag Center, Macclenny 

The Baker Prevention 
Coalition and other 
public and private groups 
are hosting a town hall 
featuring talks about 
awareness, education, 
intervention, treatment, 
prevention and prosecution. 

From page 1

AUTO » HOME » LIFE » BUSINESS

1161 S. 6TH STREET ~ MACCLENNY

904-259-6296
www.wellsmac.com

Grand Opening!

Saturday, 
March 24 

9:00 am 336 W. Macclenny Ave.
904-653-4735

Turning sewer sludge into dry material
No more
spraying
of sludge
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There is more building 
going on in the county this 
fiscal year than expected, 
which has county admin-
istrators projecting higher 
building inspection costs 
through the end of Septem-
ber.

Higginbotham Broth-
ers Construction is paid 
$89,420 a year to review 
building plans and perform 
up to 1600 inspections for 
permits. But finance direc-
tor Cheryl Rewis told com-
missioners that the number 
could reach about 2212 by 
the end of September, 2018 
based on the number of in-
spections being conducted 
monthly now.

“If we keep going at this 

rate we will have to pay over-
age … of $18,360 with a total 
amount of $107,780,” Ms. 
Rewis said.

Commissioner James 
Bennett called for a feasi-
bility analysis to determine 
whether it would be more 
economical to go back to a 
full-time building official to 
handle inspections or con-
tinue with a contractor. He 
also suggested County Man-
ager Kennie Downing set up 
a meeting with Macclenny 
City Manager Phil Rhoden 
to discuss the possibility of 
hiring a building inspec-
tor to work on behalf of the 
county and the city.

“This is exactly what con-
cerns me …” said Bennett, 
adding he wasn’t willing to 
pay nearly $108,000 a year 
for a contractor to work 
part-time for the county.

“That’s why I want you to 
explore discussions with the 
city manager to see if we can 
partner to hire a full-time 
inspector that could serve 
both of us and share in those 
costs,” he said. “It may be 
feasible to keep the same 

service we have, but I think 
it’s worth an analysis to dou-
ble check it.”

The contractor is avail-
able to be in the county 
building department office 
on Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday, though no specif-
ic hourly schedule applies, 
and conducts inspections on 
Tuesday and Thursday each 
week.

In other business last 
week:

• Awarded a $10,484 con-
tract to Miracle Recreation 
Equipment Co. for the re-
placement of parts for play-
ground equipment at Knabb 
Sports Complex (baseball 
fields) and Minger Field 
(softball complex).

“Both areas (have) Mir-
acle brand equipment and, 
due to age, there were many 
parts that needed to be re-
paired or replaced,” Ms. 
Downing said in a report 
to the board. “The county 
feared that we’d have to re-
place the entire units.”

Fortunately, she said, a 
Miracle Co. representative 
inspected the facilities and 
said the county could re-
place only the broken pieces 
and “bring the equipment 
back to tip-top shape.”

The $10,484 bid was only 
for the equipment. County 
workers will  install the new 
parts.

• Approved a budget 
amendment in the amount 
of $5531 for the emergen-
cy purchase last month of 
a new security system for 
county computers following 
a “main server firewall fail-
ure” on February 24.

Ms. Rewis said in a report 
to the board that a “tempo-
rary fix” was accomplished 
by the Information Services 
Department to enable staff 
to communicate on phones, 
emails and limited comput-
er functions. But she said 
the department was unable 
to connect the county’s web 
page “which powers our 
county bids, our revenue 
stream for Shoals Park, our 
recreation baseball schedul-
ing and income device, nor 
other outside communica-
tion channels.”

• Approved the coun-
ty manager’s request for 
authorization to award a 
$59,449.66 contract to 
Deere and Company in Cary, 
NC, for a John Deere 5088E 
tractor and a John Deere HX 
15 Flex-Wing mower attach-
ment for the road depart-
ment.

The county manager said 
the price was within the to-
tal budgeted amount of 
$64,500.

CIRCUIT COURTBAKER COUNTY COMMISSION

A large selection of tuxedo rentals,
and beautiful custom

corsages & boutonnières! 

A Touch of Spring Florist & Tuxedo Shop
259-2210 • 125 South Fifth St., Macclenny

Open: M-F 9-4:30 • Saturday by appointment 

YOUR ONE-STOP 
PROM SHOP

FOR
TUXEDOS

& FLOWERS!

Buy a 3 Month Tanning Package and get

1 MONTH FREE

Every BODY looks better when 
it’s a BRONZE BODY!

397-0633
541 S. 6th Street | Macclenny

Mon-Fri 10am-8pm, Sat 10am-4pm

MARCH SAVINGS

P ROM SP ECIALS 
$20 SPRAY TAN
OR $25 SPRAY TAN 
COCKTAIL

Garden fest
set for April 14

The 10th annual Spring 
Garden Festival will be 
held again this year at the 
Ag Center in west Macclen-
ny on Saturday, April 14. It 
runs from 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

The event features a 
plant sale, gardening ex-
hibits, local vendors and 
Florida-friendly landscap-
ing advice. It is sponsored 
by the extension office and 
local master gardeners.

FREE TIRE 
ROTATION
with purchase
of 4 tires &
oil change

112 S. 6TH STREET
Macclenny | 259-8555

1 DAY ONLY | March 30
Friday 7:30 am - 5:30 pm

DON’T MISS IT!!!

Higher inspection costs?
Due to 
building
increase

A circuit court judge was scheduled on 
March 20 to sentence a Middleburg woman  
on several counts stemming from a drunk 
driving accident in December, 2016 on I-10 
that seriously injured a Jacksonville man. 

The trial of Angela Louise Byrd, 40, last-
ed two days last week be-
fore a six-member jury 
convicted her on a lesser 
charge of DUI causing an 
injury, property damage, 
having a blood alcohol 
level of 1.5 or higher, and 
a license restriction viola-
tion. She could get a year 
in county jail.

She had gone to trial 
charged with the more se-
rious felony of drunk driving causing serious 
bodily injury.

Ms. Byrd, who also had a Macclenny ad-
dress in court records, was arrested Clay 
County last April not long after the Florida 
Highway Patrol completed its investigation 
of the early morning collision near CR 229. 
She is a retired Navy veteran.

In other cases from an earlier circuit court 
session on March 6, the judge ordered Ken-
nth Platt to serve three years for violating 
terms of his probation from a series of felo-
nies dating back to late 2015.

Court records indicate 
that Mr. Platt, 52, was ar-
rested for giving a false 
name to police in Alachua 
County and for trespass.

He was at the time 
serving a five-year pro-
bation for grand theft. 
He has other past convic-
tions for resisting arrest, 
battery on police and in-
decent exposure.

• Dakota Canaday, 23, of Glen St. Mary 
will serve 20 months after pleading no con-
test to grand theft auto and bringing contra-
band into county jail.

The defendant was arrested in October 

for stealing a vehicle from a south Macclen-
ny woman and for possession of drug para-
phernalia, the latter charges dropped in the 
plea agreement.

The contraband offense was filed after 
Mr. Canaday was caught conspiring with his 
mother Kelly Brogdon to smuggle cigarettes 
into county jail in December. He has prior 
convictions for fraud, resisting arrest, theft 
and possession of illegal chemicals.

• Robert Stoutamire, 50, of Macclenny 
will serve 29 months in return for no contest 
pleas to sale of opium to an undercover buy-
er, felony driving on a revoked license and 
a minor charge of having a non-assigned li-
cense tag.

Mr. Stoutamire, a convicted drug dealer, 
was one of 20 persons charged by the sher-
iff’s department in late November for a se-
ries of drug purchases and buys involving 
others working for police. He was arrested 
the previous month on the license and opi-
um counts.

• Another defendant in the same Novem-
ber round-up, 59-year-old Aubrey Ruise of 
Glen, entered a similar plea to sale and pos-
session of cocaine in July of last year. The 
judge ordered him to prison for one year and 
a week.

In non-prison sentences on March 6:
• Tammy Mullner, possession of cocaine 

and drugs without a prescription; two-year 
drug offender probation.

• Brenda Outlaw, smuggle contraband 
into a prison, marijuana possession; two-
year drug offender probation.

• Emily Stepp, marijuana possession; 
two-year probation, enroll in parenting class 
within 45 days.

• Thomas Alford, grand theft, forgery; 56 
days in jail, two-year probation, $780 resti-
tution.

• Christian Kurlin, grand theft, forgery; 52 
days in jail, two-year probation, $580 resti-
tution.

• Jarett Newcomer, VOP (violation of pro-
bation) for grand theft; 46 days in jail, 24 
hours community service.

Jury convicts Navy retiree of
DUI after two days of testimony

Angela Byrd

Kenneth Platt

A speeding motorist 
on SR 121 South near the 
state hospital was charged 
with drunk driving early 
on March 11, registering a 
blood alcohol level of .110.

Florida Highway Patrol 
Trooper J.E. Farley said 
he clocked a northbound 
Nissan driven by Shannon 
Brennan, 38, of Yulee at 81 
mph in the 60 zone about 
3:20 a.m. His report notes 
she exhibited common 
signs of impairment while 
fumbling for her license, 
including an odor of al-
cohol and slurred speech. 
She performed poorly on 
field sobriety testing.

The trooper noted that 
an opened 12-pack of beer 
was on a floorboard, and 
that Ms. Brennan’s hus-
band and 2-year-old son 
were in the vehicle.

In a DUI case dating 
back to January 12, FHP 
charged 29-year-old James 
Gazes of Macclenny after 
learning via a blood test 
that his alcohol level that 
morning was .221, nearly 
three times the limit.

Mr. Gazes was at the 
wheel of a 2008 Ford pick-
up that struck two parked 
vehicles on North Sixth 
Street before rolling over.

He was charged on 
March 16 and the case 
is set for arraignment in 
April.

Baker County detectives arrested a Jacksonville man on 
March 12 for trafficking in meth when he sold 12.5 grams of 
the drug to an undercover buyer behind the Travel Lodge 
motel on South Sixth Street near Interstate 10.

Dustin Ratliff, 37, was stopped by police in his 1997 Ford 
Ranger shortly after the alleged transac-
tion that afternoon about 5:30, based on 
the incident report by detectives Buck 
Dyal and Keith Parker.

He was also charged with having an 
additional three grams of meth and seven 
syringes in the truck, along with the $450 
given earlier by the detectives to the buy-
er. Mr. Ratliff also allegedly admitted to 
making the transaction when interviewed 
later that evening at county jail.

In another recent drug-related inci-
dent that took place at a local motel, deputies arrested Casey 
Bennett, 33, of Glen St. Mary for possession of two rocks of 
crack cocaine, a crack pipe, a small amount of marijuana and 
other paraphernalia in his 2008 pickup 
truck parked outside the Red Roof Inn off 
Woodlawn Road.

A motel employee called police about 
2:20 a.m. complaining of loud noise and 
music, and Deputy Jeffrey Higginboth-
am said when he arrived Deputy Jeffrey 
Davis and Sgt. Patrick McGauley had 
Mr. Bennett and another man identified 
as Jacob Turner, 24, on the ground. Mr. 
Turner has an address in New Port Richie 
and was not arrested.

The officers also found a .12 gauge shotgun in the truck.
In other recent drug-related arrests:
• Deputies Mitchell Wight and Justin Yingling arrested 

Cody Davis, 20, of Macclenny for having a small amount of 
marijuana and running from them after he was stopped early 
on March 17 for running a stop sign in the south city.

Mr. Davis fled on foot when Deputy Wight learned he was 
wanted for violating probation for dealing in stolen proper-
ty, and the officer said he had to use a taser charge to subdue 
the suspect.

• Deputy Jacob Satterwhite arrested Keyada Lauray, 29, 
of Jacksonville on March 18 on the grounds of Baker Correc-
tional after finding synthetic meth in his 2009 Ford pickup.

Corrections officer James Godwin earlier used his K-9 to 
sweep parked vehicles and it alerted to the pickup. A 9 mm 
pistol was also found in the glove box.

• Ralph King, 47, of Macclenny was charged with posses-
sion of several items with meth residue after Deputy Hig-
ginbotham questioned him on March 15 parked in his 1997 
Toyota off North Sixth Street.

• Det. Dyal arrested Christian Watkins, 19, of Macclenny 
on March 14 for having a small amount of marijuana when 
he was stopped for a traffic violation in late February.

• In another delayed arrest, Frank Pipkins, 37, was arrest-
ed on March 13 for sale of meth to an undercover buyer at his 
Blair Street residence in late January.

Speeder
arrested
for DUI

Sells meth to an
undercover buyer

Dustin Ratliff

Cassey Bennett

A drunk driver ruined
something precious.

Amber Apodaca.

FRIENDS DON’T LET  
FRIENDS DRIVE DRUNK.CHECK IT OUT...

bakercountypress.com
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24 HOUR 
ACCESS

Treadmills
Climbers

Bikes
Rowers
Precor 

selectorized 
machines

EFX machines
Free weights

Zumba
Toning
Crossfi t

Spin
Supplements

Personal training

788 S. 6th St. | Macclenny | 904-397-0370 | Sta� ed: M-F 8-8, Sat. 9-1

One Month FREE
if you sign a one year
agreement in March

Spring
into shape

 Photo by Patricia Davis

Crash on I-10 injures two, one critically
Two occupants of a 2000 Toyota four-door were injured the evening of March 18 on Interstate 10, one critically, when the westbound vehicle 
crossed the median into the eastbound lanes and struck two other vehicles, reported the Florida Highway Patrol. The Toyota’s driver, Trayvon 
Antonio Johnson, 23, of Stone Mountain, GA was transported to UF Health in Jacksonville with serious injuries, while his passenger, Antoniesha 
Monay Joseph, 19, of Miramar, FL was critical when sent to the same hospital. FHP said it’s unknown if the latter occupant was belted in as Mr. 
Johnson was. The other motorists involved — Jerome Lewis Freeman, 23, of Tallahassee in a 2012 Hyundai four-door and Edward Benjamin 
Giddings, 47, Hanna Berett and Alyssa Giddings, all of Sanford, in a 2006 Dodge Dakota — had minor injuries, according to FHP, which noted 
charges are pending.

Police charged an es-
tranged wife with domestic 
battery on her husband on 
March 13 when he went to 
a day care center off SR 121 
North to pick up his chil-
dren.

Peyton McLemore, 25, 
of Macclenny alleged-
ly grabbed James Colbert 
around the neck and choked 
him as he reached to pre-
vent her from removing a 
1-year-old child from a car 
seat while parked outside 
Tiny Tots Day Care about 4 
p.m., according to Deputy 
Jacob  Satterwhite.

The officer noted scratch 
marks and redness on Mr. 
Colbert and red marks on 
the right side of the baby’s 
face. The husband’s ver-
sion of events was matched 
by his girlfriend Ariel Co-
chran, 25, of Glen St. Mary, 
who witnessed the incident 
while a front seat passenger.

In a second recent case, 
Deputy John Taylor arrest-
ed Christopher Tucker, 25, 

of Macclenny for domestic 
battery on his live-in girl-
friend Amber Ruise, 18, at 
their residence off MLK 
Drive on March 16.

The accused was gone 
from the address when 
Deputy Taylor responded 
and heard from Ms. Ruise 
that she was grabbed by the 
front of her shirt and struck 
several times with a closed 
fist.

Lt. David Bryant stopped 
Mr. Tucker two days later in 
a nearby neighborhood, and 
he claimed his actions were 
self-defense.

An Alabama man is 
in county jail this week, 
charged with felony fleeing 
police and other counts af-
ter his arrest the late after-
noon of March 12 in north 
Macclenny.

Deputy Daryl Mobley 
said he gave chase to a 2014 
Dodge driven by 
Tremayne Kim-
brough, 41, of Bir-
mingham on South 
Boulevard when 
he sped away af-
ter running a stop 
sign. The chase 
continued through 
several south city 
neighborhoods be-
fore the suspect 
turned north of 
Fourth Street and broke off 
one of the crossing arms at 
the CSX tracks as a train ap-
proached.

Shortly after, Sgt. Ben 
Anderson confronted Mr. 
Kimbrough after he aban-
doned the vehicle in the 
middle of the street near 
North Fifth and Shuey and 
chased him on foot. The 
officer noted that the sus-
pect appeared to have “al-
tered mental status” and 
responded to questions by 
growling.

He was escorted to a res-
cue unit where he struggled 
with personnel including 
EMT Bill Lowery, who was 
kicked, and Sgt. Anderson,  
who was struck repeated-
ly in the thigh as Mr. Kim-
brough attempted to grab 
his gun belt. He was sub-
dued with several taser 
shots.

He was medically cleared 
at Fraser Hospital before 
booking at county jail for 
additional counts of felony 
battery on law enforcement, 
rescue and fire personnel, 

criminal mischief, hit and 
run and resisting arrest.

In other recent, unrelat-
ed cases:

• County inmates Ja-
son Davis, 31, and Chase 
Scheider, 20, both of Glen, 
were arrested  earlier this 
month for attempting to 

bring tobacco into 
the jail. Deputy 
Timothy Griffin 
said they had the 
contraband hidden 
in socks.

• Deputy John 
Finley arrested 
Dalton Conger, 
23, of Macclenny 
for trespassing at 
Walmart in the ear-
ly morning hours of 

March 12. He was banned 
from the store in January 
for shoplifting.

• Thomas Compton, 54, 
was named in a complaint 
on March 15 for possession 
of a firearm by a convicted 
felon.

Sgt. Patrick McGauley 
was called to Mr. Compton’s 
Deerfield Circle residence 
that evening on a complaint 
that he and Charles Waldo, 
49, of St. George, GA were 
drinking and shooting fire-
arms. Mr. Waldo was not 
charged.

• Michael Hamilton 
Jr., 33, of Macclenny was 
named in a complaint on 
March 12 for fraudulently 
asking his employer PCL 
Construction of Orlando 
to void a check he already 
cashed at Baker Beverage in 
Macclenny in late February 
for $612.

Deputy John Taylor said 
store employee Amit Patel 
cashed the re-issued check 
for the same amount before 
learning the other one was 
voided.

Tremayne Kimbrough

$25off 

Expires 3/31/18

Carpet, Tile
or Upholstery Cleaning

275-4379

“Carpets and area rugs 
act as air filters in the 

home, trapping 
allergens and bacteria, 

but they need to be 
deep cleaned to 

remain effective.”

Minimum purchase $115

RENEE’S TAX SERVICE
CONFIDENTIAL » HONEST » PERSONALIZED

Need help with those complicated 
deductions, credits & new tax laws?

Individual • Self-Employed • Rentals • Farm
Stock Sales • Depreciation • Home Offi ces
Pensions • Itemized Deductions • E-Filing

RENEE STAIER, AFSP 275-2637
Serving Baker County Since 1989

OPEN 
YEAR-ROUND

Leads deputy
on city chase

JOEL ADDINGTON
MANAGING EDITOR  

reporter@bakercountypress.com

Baker County lost some ground in 
the latest annual county health rankings 
from the Robert Woods Johnson Foun-
dation and the University of Wisconsin, 
which are aimed at comparing health 
factors and outcomes in communities 
across the nation, but the long-term 
trend is one of improvement. 

The county’s 
health outcomes 
ranking has risen by 
20 percent and the 
health factors rank-
ing by 23 percent 
between 2010 and 
the latest 2018 rank-
ings announced last 
week.

Year-over-year, 
however, the com-
munity dropped 
from 39th in outcomes last year, Baker 
County’s highest ranking, to 48th this 
year among the state’s 67 counties.

“The Florida Department of Health 
in Baker County is committed to work-
ing to achieve the greatest level of health 
attainable for all residents of Baker 
County,” said county health officer Joe 
Pietrangelo in a press release this week. 

“We employ multiple strategies that 
include efforts that focus on personal 
health and wellness, community health, 
disaster preparedness, maternal and 
child health and disease prevention,” 
he said. “In addition to these efforts, 
we also support comprehensive dental 
health, infant health, health equity for 
all of Baker’s residents, and activities 
and interventions designed to assist res-
idents with tobacco cessation, achieving 
a healthy weight, diet and physical ac-
tivity.”

The health outcomes ranking comes 
from a length of life measurement, de-
termined by the death rate before age 

75, and quality of life measures from 
federal survey data and low-weight 
birth rates.

The years of potential life lost before 
age 75 fell for Baker County from 8300 
(per 100,000) last year to 8000 this 
year. The statewide figure is 6800.

But on the quality of life measures, 
the share of people reporting fair or 
poor health increased by 5 percent to 
20 percent this year with the statewide 
share at 19 percent, and the number of 
poor physical and mental health days 
reported rose slightly by two-tenths and 
four-tenths of a percent, respectively. 

In addition, the rate of babies born 
at low weight increased 1 percent to 10 
percent whereas the state share is 9 per-
cent.

Fortunately, the negative year-over-
year changes in health outcomes were 
relatively small. 

Baker County was also not alone in 
falling in the outcomes rankings. Thir-
ty-four other counties also slipped 
down the list while 11 counties main-
tained their ranking and 22 counties 
moved up on the list. 

Regarding the health factors that 
contribute to health outcomes the coun-
ty remained at 44th in the state this year 
and made progress in some areas.

The rate of sexually transmitted in-
fections fell dramatically by nearly a 
quarter to 424.5 per 100,000 or 6.6 per-
cent below the statewide figure, and the 
adult obesity rate dropped two points 
to 34 percent, compared to 26 percent 
statewide.

The uninsured rate dropped three 
points to 12 percent and access to pri-
mary care and mental health providers 
increased as well. In the realm of so-
cio-economic factors, more residents 
are going to college and unemployment 
is down.

Among the factors that didn’t see 
improvement were preventable hospi-
tal stays, which rose by 11 percent, the 
share of people with adequate access to 
exercise locations, which fell 17 percent 
to 35 percent, and the ratio of dentists 
to residents.

The rankings are, however, back-
ward-looking since the statistics used 
to create the rankings are many times 
one, two or three years old.

“Comparatively Baker County has re-
mained relatively stable,” Mr. Pietran-
gelo, the county health officer, said. 
“Our variances from year-to-year have 
been relatively minor and likely has 
more to do with sampling and data col-
lection than progress or decline.”

A press release from the Florida 
Department of Health shows the state 
values the county health rankings as 
“a spring broad for community-wide 
discussions about improving overall 
health.”

It also said the rankings “show us 
there are many influences on health: 
economic, social, behavioral, environ-
mental and clinical care factors. 

“Health is everyone’s business, in-
cluding employers, educators and ur-
ban planners, so all stakeholders in a 
community must work together to im-
prove health.”

BAKER COUNTY RANKINGS
AMONG 67 FL COUNTIES

 Health outcomes Health factors
 ranking  ranking

2010 60 57
2011 62 50
2012 63 53
2013 62 47
2014 64 43
2015 62 41
2016 50 46
2017 39 44
2018 48 44

± change +20% +23%

Peak years; Source: Baker County Health 
Department

County falls in health rankings

Arrest for an attack
at a day care center

Joe Pietrangelo You use parenting instincts every day. 
Trust the one that says he’s not learning 
the way he should.

Southern Custom Floors
1458 South 6th St. | Macclenny

653-TILE
Open Tues. & Thurs. 9-8

Mon., Wed. & Fri. 9-5

10% 
OFF
MATERIALS &
INSTALLATION

Tile, Laminate, Wood & Stone Showroom
Over 17 Years Experience

SUBSCRIBE
AND SAVE!!!

Get it delivered 
to your mailbox or 
subscribe online-

Call today for info
259-2400

The 
Baker County 
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Press Ad Deadline: 
Monday 5:00 PM

ALCOHOLICS
ANONYMOUS

MEETINGS 
Monday - Saturday @ 8 pm

8981 S. SR 228, Macclenny

Monday @ 6:30 pm
93 N. 5th St., Macclenny
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It isn’t very often you’re 
lucky enough to watch 
sports history happening. I 
came home from our pro-
duction of The 
Music Man 
on Friday and 
tuned into the 
NCAA Tour-
nament. Up 
to that point 
there hadn’t 
been a lot of 
Madness about this March. 

Loyola of Chicago beat 
Miami and Nevada beat 
Texas, but that was about 
it. I turned on the late 
game, No. 1 Virginia and 
No. 16 Maryland-Baltimore 
County in time to hear the 
announce predict, “You’d 
better look at UMBC now, 
because they won’t be 
around long.” 

How’s that for tempting 
the fates.

UMBC was quick with 
a little lightning bug guard 
who the Cavaliers couldn’t 
catch. They had a power 
forward who was hitting 
everything he put up. The 
game was tied at the half.

Even so, I wasn’t really 
paying a lot of attention, 
moving back and forth 
among the ending of other 
games so I didn’t catch the 
opening of the second half. 
In the half, Virginia changed 
into shoes made out of con-
crete and UMBC into shoes 
made out of lightning. They 
scored two baskets to every 
one of Virginia, and at some 

point I looked at the ticker 
and they were up by 14 with 
six minutes to go. 

I went back to that game 
and stayed till 
the end.

What was 
dawning on 
the announc-
ers and ev-
eryone else 
was we were 
seeing sports 

history. A 16-seed had never 
beaten a No. 1 in 135 tries; 
close once or twice but this 
wasn’t close. This was total 
dominance of the best team 
in the country.

A defensive team that 
hadn’t allowed more than 
55 points a game was in the 
process of giving up 53 in a 
half. Let that sink in. In a 
half. 

They weren’t playing a 

blue blood team like Duke 
or Michigan State or Villa-
nova. They were playing a 
team with the word “Coun-
ty” in its name. The Retriev-
ers — yeah, that’s really the 
name — were putting the 
Madness into March in a gi-
gantic way.

In the end, it all seemed 
surreal. The announcers 
said, and rightly so, that 
this was probably the big-

gest upset in sports histo-
ry, surpassing the Miracle 
on Ice and Buster Douglas 
beating Mike Tyson. It was 
incomprehensible for most 
sports fans.

I was just happy that I got 
to see it; happy that I hadn’t 
turned it off at the half and 
gone to bed. People looked 
stunned. The announcers 
were flipping through their 
Thesaurus looking for ad-

jectives.
UMBC players were not 

“the elite.” They were good, 
very fast and as loose as 
you can get. Why wouldn’t 
they be? They might have 
thought they had a chance, 
but nobody else did. And 
then they were tied at the 
half and it all seemed pos-
sible. 

Virginia was unfortu-
nately on the losing end of 
two of the worst losses ever 
in the NCAA. They lost to 
UMBC and years ago lost 
to Chaminade University of 
Honolulu in an earlier tour-
nament. It was a shocker, 
but nothing like the tourna-
ment loss.

There were some other 
shockers during the run of 
the tournament. Loyola- 
Chicago has been a sur-
prise, knocking off Miami 
and then beating one of the 
outside favorites for the 
Elite Eight and maybe even 
the Final Four, Tennes-
see. They will have tough 
match-up with another 
bracket buster, Nevada. The 
Wolfpack beat Texas and 
another Elite Eight favorite, 
Cincinnati.

So who is my pick to go 
all the way? Duke and Ken-
tucky, two teams that look 
sketchy in the regular sea-
son are in good form. At 
this point, and looking at 
the brackets, I would pick 
Gonzaga versus Villanova, 
with Nova winning the title. 

Whatever happens, it’s 
good television.

BAKER SOCIALIZING

My Side of
the Matter

Robert Gerard

Upsets lead to historic March Madness moments

 Photo courtesy of BCMS/Facebook
Congratulations to the BCMS Symphonic Band and Band Director Heather Davidson! They traveled to 
Lincoln Middle School this past Saturday to perform for their annual Music Performance Assessment 
(MPA). The students have to play three prepared pieces selected from a set list of music and then they 
have to sight read two pieces of music they’ve never seen before. The judges for their prepared pieces 
awarded them an “excellent” rating and the judge for sight-reading awarded them an “excellent” rating 
as well. Congratulations, Bobcat Band! We are so very proud of you all!

#BChailstorm2018
Tina Johns Watson: I got it too... 
It was awful scary!

Pat Shannon: That can damage 
cars.

Nancy Barbee Crews: We had 
peanut m+m size hail outside 
Glen!

James Long: Insurance compa-
ny’s hating that.

SUBMIT YOUR ...
News Tips

Birth Announcements
Weddings

Engagements
& More

at
bakercountypress.com
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The following case dis-
positions were ordered 
by Judge Joey Williams 
during regular county court 
session on March 14:

• Randall Brown, pet-
ty theft; two days in jail, 
six-month probation, Give 
Back to Baker community 
service (GBB), petty theft 
class, hold sign in front of 
Walmart, no contact with 
Walmart.

• Jason Collett, resisting 
arrest, disorderly conduct; 
32 days in jail.

• Dustin Crews, driving 
while license suspended 
(DWLS); 29 days in jail.

• Lee Marvin Graham, no 
valid driver’s license; failed 
to appear, warrant issued.

• Octavius Granville, 
DWLS; 11 days in jail, six-
month probation, license 

class, obtain license, GBB.
• Joan Grow, reckless 

driving; six-month proba-
tion, 50 hours community 
service, DUI school, $200 
fine, pen impact statement 
and participate in MADD 
events, attend group addic-
tion meetings.

• Casey Jo Hand, DWLS; 
six-month probation, GBB, 
license class, obtain license.

• Crystal Malloy, mar-
ijuana possession, parent 
failure to require school at-
tendance; failed to appear, 
warrant issued.

• Tyler Pleasant, reckless 
driving, DWLS, no valid 
driver’s license, no motor-
cycle endorsement; 15 days 
in jail, six-month proba-
tion, license school, GBB.

• Joshua Teston, non-as-
signed license tag, DWLS; 

failed to appear, warrant 
issued.

• Susan York, petty theft; 
three days in jail, six-month 
probation, petty theft class, 
hold sign at Ace Hardware, 
no contact with Ace Hard-
ware.

COUNTY COURT

Serving
Baker County
for over 39 years

specializing in...

Real Estate
Family Law
Personal Injury

Hugh D. Fish, Jr. J.D.

Hours: Monday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm
Closed 12-1 for lunch

34 S. Fifth Street | Macclenny | hughfi sh@setel.net

259-6606
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. 

Before you decide, ask us to send you free written information about our qualifications and experience.

Birthday Bash
FACE PAINTING, GAMES AND PRIZES

MARCH 24
11 am - 3 pm

259-BOYS (2697)          793 West Macclenny Ave.

KIDS ICE CREAM EATING CONTEST
EATING CONTEST

BOUNCE HOUSES

Like us on Facebook for more details!

1159 S. 6th 
Street
Macclenny 259-7800

FREEBUY 3
GET 1 FREEGET 2

GAMES

XBOX 360 & PS3 GAMES
$5 EACH

BUY A XBOX 360 OR PS3 SYSTEM

• Reasonable Rates

• Reliable & Accurate

• 20+ years 
experience

A’Donna Jackson’s
Income Tax Service

759-0884
 u 1040EZ - $70*
 u 1040 - $85*

 u 1040A - $80*
 u State Taxes - $50

 u Small Business Taxes - $190**
 u S-Corp Business Taxes - $300-$500**
 u Insurance Form 1095-A - $20

Call to schedule an appointment to drop-off!
Located in Glen St. Mary

*Each form an additional $5 (W2, 1099, etc) **additional fees may apply

JOEL ADDINGTON
MANAGING EDITOR  

reporter@bakercountypress.com

The once tabled plans for 
a hotel and restaurant de-
velopment on George Hodg-
es Road behind Zaxby’s on 
South Sixth Street are back, 
said the property owner this 
week.

David Motley of Valdosta, 
GA-based Macclenny Hospi-
tality, LLC put his plans for 
a Hampton Inn & Suites and 
an accompanying restau-
rant on hold in the wake of 
the Great Recession some 10 
years ago. Now, he says he 
could break ground on the 
107-bed, four-story hotel in 
as little as 30 days.

“Hopefully, it’s time has 
come now,” said Mr. Motley 
by phone Tuesday.

Site work is ongoing at 
the nearly 4-acre property 
and a Jacksonville construc-
tion contractor is reviewing 
the project to submit pricing, 

Mr. Motley said. He said if 
that process goes well, con-
struction could begin in the 
next 10 to 30 days. 

Should the job have to 
be bid out, construction 

could begin within 90 days. 
Mr. Motley has also been in 
discussions regarding the 
restaurant component but 
that’s not been finalized, he 
said.

Mr. Motley has built 13 
hotels in all, including three 
in Florida and the others in 
Alabama and Georgia.

According to plans origi-
nally filed with the St. Johns 
River Water Management 
District in 2009, a one-story, 
6000-square-feet restaurant 
was planned and the ho-
tel footprint was more than 
16,000 square feet with 120 
rooms. 

The plans call for the ho-
tel and pool to occupy the 
western portion of the trian-
gular-shaped property with 
the restaurant immediate-
ly to the east and adjacent 
to the Zaxby’s location that 
fronts South Sixth Street. 
Both structures would be 
surrounded by parking.

If all goes well, Mr. Mot-
ley expects the project to be 
complete sometime in 2019.

Photo by Joel Addington

The future site of a Hampton Inn & Suites being cleared in early 
March. Construction could begin next month.

Sentences from March 14

Hotel project could begin soon

CHECK IT OUT...
bakercountypress.com
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Anderson Quality ROOFING 
Metal  Reroofs & Roof Repairs

 Shingle Reroofs & Repairs
Your hometown contractor!

LL
C

FREE ESTMATES
LIC.#CCC1330274

LICENSED & 
INSURED

LIC.#CBC1259558

259-3300
IN GOD  

WE TRUST.

Woodlawn Kennels
Quality Professional Care

GROOMING   259-4757 BOARDING

Private • Spacious • Indoor/Outdoor Runs
Complete Bath, De-flea & Groom  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $22-$27
Bath, De-flea & Nails Clip  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $12-$17
Boarding (per actual day) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $5-$10

CO

MING SOON ... SPRING Fling
&RODEO

APRIL 26-29
Save the date and check back for details!

BAKER COUNTY AG FAIR

18X21 CARPORT

$21
PER MO. W.A.C.

30X51 GARAGE

$205
PER MO. W.A.C.

18X26 GARAGE
WITH LEAN-TO

$94
PER MO. W.A.C.

8X8 10X16 8X12 10X12

$44 PER 
MO.

$92 PER 
MO.

$59PER 
MO.

$69 PER 
MO.

$73 PER 
MO.

$69PER 
MO.

$100 PER 
MO.

$145 PER 
MO.

12X12

12X16

$119 PER 
MO.

12X16

$152 PER 
MO.

$85 PER 
MO.

PRE-OWNED

DEALS

at

www.BuildingsAndMore.com
1168 W. MACCLENNY AVE.
MACCLENNY  ||  259-4054

Prices subject to change without notice.

10X12 10X12 12X16 12X20

Authorized Dealer

MACCLENNY  ||  

atatNO CREDIT
CHECKNO CREDIT

NO CREDIT
NO CREDIT

CHECKCHECK 90

DAYS

SAME AS CASH

AG candidate
is guest speaker

The Baker County Dem-
ocrat Party will hold a gen-
eral meeting on Saturday, 
March 24 at noon featur-
ing Ryan Torrens as a guest 
speaker, a Tampa-area at-
torney running for Flori-
da Attorney General. The 
location is 6852 Cattlegap 
Lane in Glen.

Vietnam vet meeting
Vietnam-era veterans in Baker County are being asked to 

attend a meeting the evening of Tuesday, April 3 to initiate a 
local chapter of the Vietnam Veterans of America.

Meeting time is 6:30 at the administrative office of Heri-
tage Park in Macclenny.

The chapter goal to insure vets has a connection to the 
Veterans Administration and a venue for obtaining VA and 
local services. To join, bring a copy of your DD-214.

Five officers will be elected that evening for two-year 
terms: a president, first and second vice-presidents, a secre-
tary and a treasurer. Vets interested in placing their names 
in nomination should indicate so in a letter and bring it to 
the meeting.

For more information or to arrange transportation, please 
call Johnny Crews at 904-637-0220 or Roger Yarborough, 
904-304-1317.

The public is invited to 
a birthday party for Chris-
topher Gavin Roundtree 
on March 24 at 11 a.m. at 
the City Park (Duck Pond). 
He was diagnosed with a 
skull and brain malforma-
tion known as Chiari Mal-
formation, which required 
surgery at age 2. Now he’s 
turning 5 years old.

“Chiari Malformation 
is a lifelong condition and 
even though he recent-
ly was hospitalized and 
diagnosed with asthma 
our sweet Gavin is such 
a fighter,” reads a press 
release on the party from 
Nancy Foss. “He is now 
home and doing well.”

The festivities will in-
clude rock painting, music 
from Brad Padgett, hot 
dogs from the sheriff’s of-
fice and a firetruck.

For more information, 
call Ms. Foss at 259-5041 
or Gavin’s mother Heath-
er Roundtree at 405-5311.

Birthday
bash for
Gavin Sat.

 Photo courtesy of Dana Lane

Fusion dinner raises $89,400 for FCWC
Christian comedian Mike Williams was the keynote speaker and spark at the annual Life Fusion banquet 
and fund raiser for the First Coast Women’s Center in Macclenny the evening of March 9 that drew a 
crowd of 300-plus. Mr. Williams spoke to the pro-life group of establishing along with his wife the CUPS 
mission to rescue young girls from sex trafficking in the Dominican Republic and feed children there of-
ten reduced to eating from garbage cans. Since its founding in 2009, their mission has grown to a staff of 
a dozen and 15 buildings. Local contractor David Burhnam (above, seated right) was the honorary chair 
this year, and spoke of the impact the FCWC has had on his family as a donor. Others pictured (from right) 
are his wife Verona, Nancy Kelley, the organization’s development director, Garrett and Brittnee Milton 
and John and Judy Weber, FCWS CEO. Mrs. Milton is the daughter of Bill and Diane Guerry of Guerry 
Funeral Home, the evening’s title sponsor. Dana Lane, the center’s local director, said donors and a silent 
auction raised $89,400.

JOEL ADDINGTON
MANAGING EDITOR  

reporter@bakercountypress.com

Macclenny postal em-
ployee Cindy Register is 
about to end her 32-year 
career with the U.S. Postal 
Service, nearly all of it at the 
Macclenny branch where 
she still sorts and delivers 
the mail when not helping 
walk-in customers.

She says on most days 
she’s eaten lunch with one 
hand while sorting enve-
lopes and packages with the 
other, dispelling the miscon-
ception that postal workers 
are listless government em-
ployees.

“Customers will ring the 
bell and I’m diligently work-
ing in back. Just because 
they can’t see me doesn’t 
mean I’m not working. They 
often think I’m on a union 
coffee break,” she said.

Her last day will be March 
30 and she’s not ashamed 
to say she’s been counting 
down the days in her head. 

Ms. Register’s postal ca-
reer began in 1986 during 
her senior year of high 
school. 

Her mom was about to 
take the postal exam for her-
self and encouraged a reluc-
tant teenage Ms. Register to 
get tested, too.

“... My mom is just that 
kind of person. She’d rath-
er me have [the job] because 
she knew it was going to be 
a great career for me. But I 
did, I took it right away from 
her,” said Ms. Register, ac-
knowledging she was likely 
more prepared for the test as 
a student about to graduate 
Baker County High School 
than her mother.

“I actually didn’t want to 
go. I had intended to take my 
summer off after my senior 
year and I never had any 
intentions to go to college,” 
she recalled last week with 
16 days until retirement.

After nailing the test 
and getting a job offer, she 
started work at the Sander-
son post office in 1986. Two 
years later she was trans-
ferred to the Macclenny 
branch where she remained 
for the next 30 years.

“It’s been a long time. I’ve 
spent more than half my life 
at the Macclenny post office 
... I initially was scheduled 
to work another six years 

but the post office offered an 
early retirement,” she said.

She took it because she’d 
heard many times before 
about people waiting too 
long to retire and then faced 
medical issues or other chal-
lenges that hampered their 
post-retirement lifestyle.

“I’m still young and look-
ing forward to time for me,” 
the 50-year-old Taylor resi-
dent said.

Nonetheless, she’ll be 
leaving behind fellow postal 
workers and customers she’s 
known for years, as well as a 
sense of pride in the work it-
self. 

“I’ve known them for so 
long and watched their fam-
ilies grow. I’ve had great 
co-workers and made great 
friends and just not seeing 
those people day-to-day is 
probably the thing I’ll miss 
most,” said Ms. Register. 
“It’s definitely not setting 
the alarm clock.”

Her schedule for the last 
year has had her up at 3 a.m. 
to be in Macclenny by 4 a.m. 
when the shipment from 
Amazon arrives at the office.

“Customer volume has 
dropped at the window 
but we’ve picked up a lot of 
packages from online order-
ing,” said the postmaster. 
“Back in the day, the window 
was pretty hopping.”

But other changes have 
taken place in the last three 
decades, namely the digitali-
zation of the post office. She 

can remember back in the 
1980s when everything was 
done manually on paper us-
ing written charts and scales 
to determine postage.

The job has changed her, 
too.

“I’ve grown up there ... 
I went from a youngun’ 
that didn’t appreciate how 
things work to someone who 
strives to make things hap-
pen ... When I started out it 
was just a job. Over the years 
I came to be that person who 
if there was anything to help 
a customer or make things 
better or go the extra mile, 
then I would do that. 

“That’s  probably the big-
gest change I’ve had,” says 
Ms. Register.

Customers have evolved 
also and not always for the 
better.

“Macclenny is better than 
average ... but it is true that 
people have less respect 
for others today than in the 
past.  ... Working with the 
public has always been a 
challenge but it seems to be 
a greater challenge now than 
when I started,” she said.

Ms. Register credits her 
former boss Dave Raver and 
his always positive attitude 
in teaching her how to han-
dle irate customers and oth-
er stresses of the job.

“He ran a tight ship ... I 
want to give him kudos for 
being a great postmaster 
and teaching me just about 
everything I know,” she said.

 Photo by Joel Addington
Cindy Register is all smiles nearing her retirement date, March 30.

Cindy Register retiring
After 32 years with the USPS here



Thursday,   March 22, 2018 The Baker County Press Page 9

The GFWC Woman’s 
Club of Macclenny had a 
packed meeting agenda 
last week for its gather-
ing March 15, including a 
birthday, St. Patrick’s Day-
themed luncheon and a vis-
it from local Honor Flight 
representatives Ned Lunn 
and Pete Theofield (pic-
tured). 

Mr. Lunn, an Army vet-
eran, accompanied Mr. 
Theofield, an Air Force vet-
eran, to tour monuments in 
Washington, D.C. last year. 

“They both were reju-
venated by recognition the 
veterans received on this 
very special flight. The la-
dies of the club were de-
lighted to hear about this 
wonderful trip,” said a 
press release from the club. 

The club marked the 
birthday of Peg Arend. 
Nancy Crews was awarded 
a plaque in recognition of 
being the club’s “Woman of 
the Year” for her dedication 
to the organization. 

Contributions were also 
collected for the Hacienda 
Girls Ranch and sheriff’s 
department for children in 
crisis situations. 

The club’s next meeting 
will be April 19 when it will 
host an annual prayer lun-

cheon with local pastors, 
officials and other commu-

nity members. This year’s 
theme: “Reflections.”

ON-GOING PROFESSIONAL LAND 
SURVEYING AND MAPPING SERVICES
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

BAKER COUNTY, FLORIDA

The Baker County Board of County Com-
missioners is soliciting Statements of Quali-
fications from professional firms, registered 
in the State of Florida, pursuant to Section 
287.055, Florida Statutes, known as the Con-
sultant Competitive Negotiation Act (CCNA), to 
provide Land Surveying and Mapping Services 
for Baker County.  The County seeks to award 
a three (3) year contract with an option to re-
new the contract on a year to year basis for 
two additional years.  

Services will include, but not limited to, 
Boundary Surveys, Topographic Surveys, Hy-
drographic Surveys, As-build and Record Sur-
veys, Construction layout, Quantity Surveys, 
Right-Of-Way maps, preparation of property 
descriptions and other services as needed.  
Work products will comply with the Florida 
Statues and Florida Administrative Codes that 
pertain to Land Surveying and mapping and 
Baker County codes, policies, and procedures.

Work to be performed by the consultant 
shall be on an assignment-by-assignment ba-
sis.  Work assignments (Work Orders) shall be 
made by the Road Superintendent, Commu-
nity Development Director, County Manager, 
or their designee.  Prior to any work assign-
ments being made, based on mutual discus-
sions between the County and the consultant, 
the consultant shall be required to prepare a 
detailed scope of work and schedule for the 
assignment which shall include a not to ex-
ceed budget amount for the assignment.  The 
consultant shall not perform work under the 
contract without written authorization from the 
County.  The consultant shall waive any claim 
for compensation for any work performed 
without written authorization.

There is no guarantee, expressed or im-
plied, that a selected firm will receive a work 
order(s) in any given period.

The County will request a scope of work 
from the selected firm and negotiate a scope 
and fee for the proposed services for a par-
ticular project under the terms of the Master 
Agreement.

An original and four (4) copies of the 
complete proposal plus one (1) electronic copy 
of the complete proposal shall be sealed and 
clearly marked on the outside: “Request for 
Qualifications –  For On-Going Land Sur-
veying and Mapping Services, RFQ# 2018-
05”. 

Proposals must be in writing, and may be 
submitted by the Proposer in person, by couri-
er or overnight to: 

Baker County Board of 
County Commissioners

55 N 3rd Street
Macclenny, FL  32063

Proposals must be received no lat-
er than 3:00 PM April 12, 2018.  Facsimile 
proposals are not acceptable.  Any proposals 
received after this date and time will be reject-
ed and returned un-opened to the proposer.  
Proposals will be opened at the County Admin-
istration office on April 12, 2018 at 3:05 PM.

In addition to the information as stated 
above to be marked on the outside of the 
envelope, it should also provide the date and 
time of opening and company name and ad-
dress.

3/15-3/22c

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
EIGHTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

IN AND FOR BAKER COUNTY, FLORIDA
Case No.: 02-2018-DR-44 

  
In Re: The Marriage of

   SRINIVAS RANGU,
   Husband,

   and

   SARAH ANN BROWN,
   Wife.

_________________________/

NOTICE OF ACTION 

TO: SARAH ANN BROWN

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action for 
Dissolution of Marriage, including claims for 
dissolution of marriage, payment of debts, 
division of real and personal property, and for 
payments of support, has been filed against 
you.  You are required to serve a copy of your 
written defenses, if any, to this action on HUGH 
D. FISH, JR., Petitioner’s attorney, whose ad-
dress is P.O. Box 531, Macclenny, FL 32063, on 
or before March 14, 2018, and file the original 
with the clerk of this court at Baker County 
Courthouse, 339 E. Macclenny Avenue, Mac-
clenny, Florida 32063, either before service on 
Petitioner’s attorney or immediately thereafter; 
otherwise a default will be entered against you 
for the relief demanded in the petition.

WARNING:  Rule 12.285, Florida Family 
Law Rules of Procedure, requires certain au-
tomatic disclosure of documents and informa-
tion.  Failure to comply can result in sanctions, 
including dismissal or striking of pleadings.

DATED this 14th day of February, 2018.

Clerk Of The Circuit Court

By: Mellisa Haines
Deputy Clerk

Hugh D. Fish, Jr.   
Florida Bar No. 0242861   
P.O. Box 531   
Macclenny, FL 32063  
(904) 259-6606    
hughfish@setel.net 

3/1-3/22c

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given:

Nathan Bennett
Last known address of:
PO Box 167
Macclenny, FL 32063

You are hereby notified that your eligi-
bility to vote is in question. You are required 
to contact the Supervisor of Elections, in Mac-
clenny, Florida, no later than thirty (30) days 
after the date of this publishing. Failure to re-
spond will result in a determination of ineligi-
bility by the Supervisor and your name will be 
removed from the statewide voter registration 
system. If further assistance is needed, con-
tact the Supervisor of Elections at the below 
listed address or call 904-259-6339.

Nita D. Crawford
Baker County Supervisor of Elections
P.O. BOX 505
Macclenny, Florida, 32063

3/22c

Higginbotham’s Towing & Recovery Inc. 
7611 West Mt. Vernon St.
Glen St. Mary, FL 32040

The following vehicle will be sold at public 
auction on April 6, 2018 at 10:00 am at 
Higginbotham’s Towing & Recovery 7611 West 
Mt. Vernon St., Glen St. Mary, FL 32040:

1998 Chevrolet Express Van
VIN# 1GCEG15W3W1065917

3/22c

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
EIGHTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

IN AND FOR BAKER COUNTY, FLORIDA
CASE NO.:  02-2018-DR-0076

In Re: The Marriage of 
   WILLIE KIRK JACKSON,

   Husband,

   and

  CAROLYN WHEATON JACKSON, 
   Wife.

_________________________/

NOTICE OF ACTION

TO: CAROLYN WHEATON JACKSON  

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that a Petition for 
Dissolution of Marriage has been filed against 
you and you are required to serve a copy of 
your written defenses, if any, to it on FRANK E. 
MALONEY, JR., P.A., Attorney, whose address is 
445 East Macclenny Avenue, Macclenny, Flor-
ida 32063; (904) 259-3155, within thirty (30) 
days after the first publication of the notice and 
on or before the 26th day of March, 2018, and 
to file the original with the Clerk of this Court 
either before service on FRANK E. MALONEY, 
JR., P.A., attorney or immediately thereafter; 
otherwise a default will be entered against you 
for the relieve demanded in the Complaint or 
Petition.

WITNESS my hand and seal of this Court 
on this 23rd day of February, 2018.

Stacie D. Harvey
Clerk Of Court

By: Melissa Haines
Deputy Clerk

Frank E. Maloney, Jr., P.A.
445 East Macclenny Avenue
Macclenny, Florida 32063 
legalmail@frankmaloney.us 

3/1-3/22c

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
EIGHTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

IN AND FOR BAKER COUNTY, FLORIDA
JUVENILE DIVISION

CASE NO.: 02-2016-DP-133

IN THE INTEREST OF:
A.D.B  (M)  DOB: 07/08/2001
T.D.B  (M)  DOB: 09/05/2006
E.B.B  (M)  DOB: 12/01/2010

Minor Children.
___________________________/

 
Alias SUMMONS AND NOTICE OF 
PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF

PARENTAL RIGHTS AND FOR 
PERMANENT COMMITMENT FOR 

SUBSEQUENT ADOPTION

THE STATE OF FLORIDA

TO: Candice Bryant, whereabouts unknown

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that a pe-
tition under oath, a copy of which is available 
at the Clerk of Courts Office, has been filed in 
the above-styled Court for the termination of 
your parental rights to the above children and 
for permanent commitment of the children to 
the Department of Children and Families for 
subsequent adoption. You are hereby com-
manded to be and appear before the General 
Magistrate in the Baker County Courthouse 
in Macclenny, Florida, on Tuesday, April 10, 
2018 at 10:20 a.m., for a Continued Advisory 
Hearing. You must personally appear at the 
hearing on the date and at the time specified.

FAILURE TO PERSONALLY APPEAR AT 
THIS HEARING CONSTITUTES CONSENT TO 
THE TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE CHILDREN.  IF YOU FAIL TO APPEAR ON 
THE DATE AND TIME SPECIFIED, YOU MAY 
LOSE ALL LEGAL RIGHTS AS A PARENT TO 
THE CHILDREN NAMED IN THE PETITION AT-
TACHED TO THIS NOTICE.

You are entitled to have an attorney 
present to represent you in this matter. If 
you want an attorney but are unable to af-
ford one, you must notify the court and the 
court will appoint an attorney to represent 
you.

WITNESS MY HAND as the clerk of said 
Court and the Seal therefore, 5th day of March, 
2018.  

Clerk of Circuit Court

By: Sherri Dugger
Deputy Clerk

 

Lindsay Hanson, Esq. / FBN:18373
1389 West US Highway 90, Suite 110
Lake City, FL  32055
Tel. (386) 243-6037/Fax: (386)758-1170
Primary E-mail Address:  
Lindsay.Hanson@myflfamilies.com 
Secondary E-mail Addresses:
Michael.Hulongbayan@myflfamilies.com 
Marilyn.Frampton@myflfamilies.com

3/8-3/29c

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given:

Blaine E. Scheider
Last know address of:
11330 N CR 125
Glen St. Mary, FL 32040

You are hereby notified that your eligi-
bility to vote is in question. You are required 
to contact the Supervisor of Elections, in Mac-
clenny, Florida, no later than thirty (30) days 
after the date of this publishing. Failure to re-
spond will result in a determination of ineligi-
bility by the Supervisor and your name will be 
removed from the statewide voter registration 
system. If further assistance is needed, con-
tact the Supervisor of Elections at the below 
listed address or call 904-259-6339.

Nita D. Crawford
Baker County Supervisor of Elections
P.O. BOX 505
Macclenny, Florida, 32063

3/22c

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
 RFP 2018-04

GRANT WRITING AND 
ADMINISTRATION SERVICES

The Baker County Board of County 
Commissioners, Florida (County) will receive 
sealed proposals until 5:00 p.m. local time, 
on  April 5, 2018 at the County Administration 
Office located at 55 N. Third Street, Macclen-
ny, Florida 32063. Proposals delivered to any 
other location will not be considered received 
by the Administration Office. Any proposals re-
ceived after the above time will not be accept-
ed under any circumstances. Any uncertainty 
regarding the time will be resolved against the 
Proposer.  Proposals will not be accepted via 
e-mail or fax.

A clearly marked original, five (5) copies 
and one (1) digital copy must be sealed in an 
envelope and clearly marked “RFP 2018-04 
Grant Writing and Administration Services” 
on the exterior of the package submitted.

Request for additional information or 
clarifications must be made in writing to the 
Administration Office. Facsimile or e-mail 
questions are acceptable.  The Administration 
Office will issue replies to inquiries and ad-
ditional information or amendments deemed 
necessary in written addenda, which will be 
issued prior to the deadline for responding to 
this Request for Proposal. Questions must be 
received no later than 3:00 p.m. on April 2, 
2018.

Baker County Board of 
County Commissioners 
Administration Office 

55 N. Third Street 
Macclenny, Florida 32063

kennie.downing@bakercountyfl.org
904-259-3613

It will be the sole responsibility of the 
Proposer to contact the Administration Office 
prior to submitting a response to determine if 
any addenda have been issued, to obtain such 
addenda, and to acknowledge addenda with 
their proposal.

Respondents to this solicitation or per-
sons acting on their behalf may not contact, 
between the release of the solicitation and 
the end of the 72-hour period following the 
agency posting the notice of intended award, 
excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and County 
holidays, any employee or officer of the ex-
ecutive or legislative branch concerning any 
aspect of this solicitation, except in writing to 
the Administration Office or as provided in the 
solicitation documents. Violation of this provi-
sion may be grounds for rejecting a response.

The Baker County Board of County Com-
missioners reserves the right to reject any 
or all proposals, to waive any informalities 
or irregularities in any proposals received, to 
re-advertise for proposals, or take any similar 
actions that may be deemed to be in the best 
interest of the County.

3/15-3/22c

PUBLIC NOTICE
      

SPECIAL MAGISTRATE SERVICES

The Baker County Board of County 
Commissioners, Florida (County) will receive 
sealed proposals until 3:00 p.m. local time, on 
April 12, 2018 at the County Administration 
Office located at 55 N. Third Street, Macclen-
ny, Florida 32063. Responses delivered to any 
other location will not be considered received 
by the Administration Office. Any proposal re-
ceived after the above time will not be accept-
ed under any circumstances. Any uncertainty 
regarding the time will be resolved against the 
Proposer.  Proposals will not be accepted via 
fax.  Shortly after the due time has expired, 
the proposals will be publicly opened and an-
nounced.

A clearly marked original and five (5) cop-
ies must be sealed in an envelope and clearly 
marked “RFP 2018-06Special Magistrate 
Services” on the exterior of the package 
submitted.

Request for additional information or 
clarifications must be made in writing to the 
Administration Office. Facsimile or e-mail 
questions are acceptable.  The Administration 
Office will issue replies to inquiries and ad-
ditional information or amendments deemed 
necessary in written addenda, which will be 
posted on the County’s website prior to the 
deadline for responding to this Request For 
Proposals. Questions must be received no lat-
er than 5:00 P.M. April 9, 2018.

Baker County Board of 
County Commissioners 
Administration Office 

55 N. Third Street 
Macclenny, Florida 32063

kennie.downing@bakercountyfl.org
904-259-3613

It will be the sole responsibility of the 
Bidder to check the County’s website prior 
to submitting a response to determine if any 
addenda have been issued, to obtain such 
addenda, and to acknowledge addenda with 
their bid.  Website: www.bakercountyfl.org/
purchasing.php

Contractors to this solicitation or per-
sons acting on their behalf may not contact, 
between the release of the solicitation and 
the end of the 72-hour period following the 
agency posting the notice of intended award, 
excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and County 
holidays, any employee or officer of the ex-
ecutive or legislative branch concerning any 
aspect of this solicitation, except in writing to 
the Administration Office or as provided in the 
solicitation documents. Violation of this provi-
sion may be grounds for rejecting a response.

The Baker County Board of County Com-
missioners reserves the right to reject any or 
all proposals, to waive any informalities or 
irregularities in any bids received, to re-adver-
tise for bids, or take any similar actions that 
may be deemed to be in the best interest of 
the County.

3/15-3/22c

Miracle Automotive & Truck Service Center 
Inc. 

10510 Duval Lane
Macclenny, FL 32063

Notice of Public Sale: Miracle Automotive 
& Truck Service Center Inc. gives Notice of 
Foreclosure of Lien and intent to sell these 
vehicles on April 6, 2018, 12:00 pm at 10510 
Duval Lane, Macclenny, FL 32063, pursuant 
to subsection 713.78 of the Florida Statutes. 
Miracle Automotive & Truck Service Center Inc. 
reserves the right to accept or reject any and/
or all bids.

1995 Chevrolet Blazer
VIN# 1GNCS18W0S2136147

3/22c

A, R&R, Inc.
11837 N SR 121

Macclenny, FL 32063

The following vehicles will be sold at public 
auction on April 6, 2018 at 10:00 am at A, R&R, 
Inc. 11837 N SR 121, Macclenny, FL 32063:

1993 Chevrolet Suburban
VIN# 1GBEC16K3PJ350677

3/22c

LEGAL 
NOTICES

STARTS FRIDAY – SCREEN 1
DENNIS QUAID in

Friday 7:00, 9:10
Saturday 4:50, 7:00, 9:10

Sunday 4:50, 7:00
Wednesday-Thursday 7:30

NOW SHOWING – SCREEN 2
ALICIA VIKANDER in

Friday 9:05
Saturday 5:00, 8:00

Sunday 7:05
Wednesday 7:15

Florida Twin Theatre
All Seats $6.00 before 6 pm • 964-5451 • 101 W. Call St., Starke

Visit us online at www.FloridaTwinTheatre.com

Starting Thursday, March 29 Steven Spielberg’s Ready Player One

 Photo courtesy of Bob Gerard

Final week for ‘Music Man’
The final weekend of “The Music Man” begins this Thursday and runs through Sunday. Reserved tickets 
in the first four rows are available by calling 259-6286 and general admission tickets are on sale at the 
door. The show is a co-production of BCHS Drama and Baker County Community Theatre. Music Man 
is a Tony and Oscar winning show about a con man who stops in a tiny Iowa town in hopes of making 
scamming the gullible Iowa townsfolk out of money by offering to start a kids’ band. But the tables are 
turned on him by the town’s librarian. With great songs like “76 Trombones,” “Till There Was You,” “You’ve 
Got Trouble” and “The Sadder But Wiser Girl,” Music Man is just plain fun. Don’t miss your chance to see 
this classic American Muiscal. Pictured above: Brett Taylor, Lucas Kish, Tucker Kinghorn, Jeff Rowe, Joel 
Griffis and Dawson Tetstone argue about how hard it is to be a traveling salesman in Iowa in the opening 
scene of the show.

The annual Cherokee of 
Georgia Spring Powwow 
is scheduled for April 5, 6 
and 7 in St. George. 

The festivities include 
children’s activities, na-
tive demonstrations, flute 
players, storytellers and 
food and crafts for sale. 
There will be guided field 
trips on Thursday and 
Friday and the powwow 
is free to attend, wheth-
er camping over night or 
parking and leaving. Con-
cessions will include Indi-
an fry bread and chili, hot 
dogs, fries and beverages.

Festivities begin at 9 
a.m. all three days with 
the “grand entry and in-
tertribal dancing set for 7 
p.m. Friday. There will be 
two grand entries Satur-
day at 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

The grounds and bath-
rooms are handicap ac-
cessible. Only service an-
imals are welcome and 
no photography, drugs, 
alcohol or firearms are 
permitted.

The address is 110 
Cherokee Way, St. George, 
GA. Call (904) 446-7223, 
email cherokeeofga@att.
net or visit the group’s 
Facebook page, Cher-
okee of Georgia Tribal 
Grounds, for more infor-
mation.

Annual 
Cherokee
powwow

 Photos courtesy of Cyndi Ray

Baker County Rotary Club 
pageant winners announced
The 2018 finalists (above) in the annual pageant by Baker County Rotary last weekend were (back from 
left) Miss Baker County 1st runner up Emily Griffis, Miss Baker County Cadee Crawford, Miss Hospitality 
Kaitlyn Small, Miss Teen 1st Runner up Hannah Dyal, Miss Teen 2nd Runner up Lauren Cox, Miss Teen Bak-
er County Dayci Adkins, Miss Junior 2nd runner up Breanna Taylor, Miss Junior 1st runner up Molly Lamb, 
Miss Junior Baker County Gracie Jewell, (front from left) Baker County Princess Sophia Davis, 1st runner 
up Rosalie Pruett, 2nd runner up Kennedi Craven, Little Miss 1st runner up Abigail Taylor, Little Miss Baker 
County Lacey Raulerson and 2nd runner up Alyssa Baskin. Also honored that evening were former Miss 
Baker County title holders Miss Macclenny 1948 Margorie Rowe McGlashan Sharp, Miss Baker County 
1968 Debbie Green Lamb Hall, Miss Baker County 1995 Tracy Dugger Lamb, Miss Macclenny 1988 Elisa 
Whitfield Reagan and Miss Baker County 2017 Elizabeth Rose Reagan. The annual pageant and fund rais-
er will support the club’s yearly third-grade dictionary project and scholarships for graduating seniors. It 
was sponsored by Country Federal Credit Union, Taco Bell, WalMart Supply Chain, First Federal Bank of 
Florida, and Gibson McDonald Furniture.

Honor Flight reps at WC lunch

Photo courtesy of shirley PAdgett

Ned Lunn and Pete Theofield.

ADD YOUR COMMUNITY 
EVENT TO THE ONLINE 

CALENDAR AT
bakercountypress.com

CHECK IT OUT...
bakercountypress.com

WANT TO LEARN 
CPR AND FIRST AID?

The Baker County Health Department holds 
classes monthly.  Call 259-6291 ext 5269.

SUBSCRIBE
AND SAVE!!!

Get it delivered 
to your mailbox or 
subscribe online-

Call today for info
259-2400

The 
Baker County 

Press



CHURCH AND OBITUARY NOTICE INFORMATION 
Obituaries must be submitted in a timely fashion and have a local connection. Pictures are printed with 
obituaries free of charge. The newspaper reserves the right to publish photos based on quality. It is 
requested that all news items be typed or emailed to insure accuracy in print.

CONTACT US 
By phone at 904.259.2400 or by fax at 904.259.6502. You can stop by our office located at 
104 S. Fifth Street, Macclenny, FL or mail your submission to PO Box 598, Macclenny, FL 32063 
Online at www.bakercountypress.com or email editor@bakercountypress.com
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409 W. Macclenny Ave  |  Macclenny, Florida

904-259-4600
Because family matters. 
Let us take care of yours.

We are here to assist you with:
• Burial and cremation options

• Pre-planning and payment options; saving you 
time, money and stress

No ‘Special Pricing’  •  No Hidden Charges

Committed to serving your family with 
the HONESTY, RESPECT and DIGNITY 

you deserve.
www.forbesfuneralhome.net

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
H.M. Hank Forbes, Jr. 

Owner/Licensed Funeral Director

With heartfelt thanks for your
continued trust and support
Serving Baker County and Surrounding Areas Since 1949

Bill Guerry,
L.F.D. Owner

Diane Guerry,
Owner

Brittnee Milton,
L.F.D.

Garrett Milton,
Funeral Intern

420 East Macclenny Ave. | US 90 East  |  Macclenny  |  259-2211
www.guerryfuneralhome.net

523 North Boulevard W. | a few blocks north of Hwy. 90 in Macclenny

www.calvarybaptistmacclenny.com •• 259-4529

Sanderson 
Congregational 
Holiness Church
CR 127 N., Sanderson, FL

Sunday School 10:00 am
Morning Worship 11:00 am

Sunday Evening Worship 6:00 pm
Wed. Evening Prayer Serv. 7:30 pm

Pastor: Oral E. Lyons

DINKINS NEW
CONGREGATIONAL

METHODIST CHURCH
CR 127 N. of Sanderson

Sunday School 10:00 am
Sunday Morning Service 11:00 am
Sunday Night Service 6:00 pm
Wed. Night Service 7:00 pm

Pastor Bro. Timothy Alford

C HRIST IAN F ELLOWSHIP

INDEPENDENT PENTECOSTAL CHURCH

Located at:
251 West Ohio Avenue
Macclenny, FL 32063

Sunday:
10:00 Sunday School/Bible Study
11:00 Morning Worship
6:00 Evening Worship

Wednesday:
6:00 Family Meal
7:00 Adult Service
7:00 Youth Services

Service Times...
We would love to connect with you!
For more information on what we do, how to 
contact us, or how to find our church, visit 
our website at:

 www.christianfellowshiptemple.com

Connect Serve

To host revival
The Crossroads to Vic-

tory Church will host a re-
vival March 25-28 featur-
ing J.C. Lauramore as the 
speaker.

Time on Sunday is 6 
p.m., and Monday through 
Wednesday the service be-
gins at 7 p.m. Call 386-697-
7501 for more details.

FestivalSaturday
April 7                  

First Baptist Church of Sanderson
8767 CR 229, Sanderson

sandersonfirstbaptistchurch@gmail.com

Games
Bounce House

Homemade crafts
Samaritan Food Bank drive

Food Vendors

AR 15
Rifle Raffle

($10 per ticket)

Bloodmobile

Singing 
Competition

(Register at 
email above)

Sanderson Community

Noon 
to 5                 

In Loving Memory of my Daddy

Garrett Scott Harris
3-23-86 – 2-14-07

Happy 32nd Birthday!

I love you, Daddy!
Love, Your Daughter, Gabby Shae HarrisLove, Your Daughter, 

Garrett Scott Harris

Happy 32nd Birthday!

Gabby Shae Harris

Private service for Bill Johnson, 91
William (Bill) Bryan Johnson, 91, 

of Macclenny died on Tuesday, March 
13 at Frank Wells Nursing Home. Bill 
was an adoring husband, devoted fa-
ther, papa and hero. He was a resident 
of the Taylor and Sanderson area for 
more than 35 years before settling into 
the comfort of his daughter’s home to 
be cared for by Jill and Billy and share 
in the lives of his grandchildren.

Bill was born on July 10, 1926 in 
Prairie, Arkansas to the late John and 
Vera Johnson. On March 19, 1954 he 
married the love of his life, Marilyn 
Cameron, and was blessed with four 
children and 46 wonderful years of marriage. Bill built a 
successful career in the tire retread business that allowed 
him to make lifelong friendships that he cherished greatly. 
He attended the First Baptist Church of Sanderson, loved 
spending time with his family, old western movies and vis-
its with his great-grandbabies Kenzie, Rylee, Parker and 
Deacon.

Other than his parents, Mr. Johnson was predeceased 
by his wife Marilyn and his sister he so greatly loved, Au-
drey Pope. He is survived by his sons Bryan (Deborah), 
Lance and Brett; daughter Jill (Billy), grandchildren Tim-
my (Casi) Rhoden, Kelsee (Michael) Rhoden, Cameron 
Johnson, Katelyn Johnson, Kayleigh (Jordan) Ross, Jef-
frey James Johnson, Sedaira Johnson and Taylor (Jack) 
Kirkland. Seven great-grandchildren also survive. 

A private family memorial service will be held on Friday, 
March 23 at Oak Grove Cemetery. Guerry Funeral Home of 
Macclenny is in charge of arrangements.

Norma Williams, former resident
Norma Denise Lundy-Williams of 

Jacksonville and a former resident of 
Macclenny for many years, died on 
March 13, 2018 at St. Vincent’s Hospi-
tal in Jacksonville.

She is survived by husband John-
ny L. Williams; daughter Janelle 
Hope-Lundy; step-son Rashone (Ter-
ica) Bones; adopted sisters Victoria 
Ruise and Dontrell Wright of Macclen-
ny, and Catherine Wright of Jackson-
ville; grandchildren Sydney Givens, 
Rashone Bones, Ra’Kieria Bones of 
Jacksonville, Shaquya Ruise, Donnei-
sha Wright, Miyanni Wilcox, Donea 
Wright, all of Macclenny, Anessa Kennedy, Allen Kennedy, 
Broderick Kennedy and Asia Roberson; brothers Tarrance 
(Gloria) Thomas of Orlando and James Miller of Tampa; 
mother-in-law Lilliar Farmer of Jacksonville and father-in-
law Horace (Lula Mae) Williams of Bunnell; many other 
relatives and other children who affectionately called her 
“Nannie.”

Visitation for family and friends will be held at the 
Emanuel Church of God in Christ in Macclenny on Fri-
day, March 23 from 5-8 p.m., and the funeral service at 11 
a.m. on March 24. Cooper Funeral Home of Lake City is in 
charge of arrangements.

William Johnson

Norma Williams

Egg hunt
and giveaway

The Sanderson Chris-
tian Revival Center will 
host an Easter Egg hung 
and giveaway of clothing 
and household items on 
Saturday, March 24. The 
giveaway begins at 9 a.m. 
and egg hunt at noon.

The church is located 
on CR 229 south of Sand-
erson.

Friday sing
The monthly gospel sing 

will be held at the Road to 
Calvary Church in Glen 
St. Mary on Friday night, 
March 23 starting at 7 p.m.

In loving memory of
our Son

Garrett Scott
Harris

3/23/86-2/14/07
Happy 32nd Birthday

in Heaven!
Wishing you were 

here today for even just 
a while, so I could say 
Happy Birthday and see 
your loving smile. The 
only gift today will be 
your sweet memories left 
behind — of laughter, joy 
and happiness that echo 
on in my mind. I’ll gaze 
upon pictures. I’ll think of 
you with love. And hope 
you’re doing fine in Heav-
en up above. May Angels 
hold you closely, and sing 
you a happy song. And I’ll 
be sending wishes today 
and all year long. You 
will always be loved and 
dearly missed.

Love,
MoM, DaD anD FaMiLy

Memorial Friday for Mrs. Caldwell
Eunice Mobley Caldwell, 88, of Jacksonville died on 

March 18, 2018. She was born in Gainesville on January 
31, 1930 and lived and raised her eight children in Maxville 
before moving to Macclenny to care for her mother. She 
then moved to Jacksonville with her eldest daughter until 
her death.

Mrs. Caldwell was preceded in death by her father Wil-
bur Lacy Mobley of Starke, mother Fleta Grooms Williams 
of Macclenny, brother Edward Mobley of Starke and sister 
Lucille Raulerson of Keystone.

She is survived by her children Donald Caldwell of Mid-
dleburg, Gail Callaway of Jacksonville, Larry (Candice) 
Caldwell of Maxville, Sandra (David) Johnson of Jackson-
ville, Kenneth Caldwell of Woodbine, Ga., Beverly (Ray) 
Martinez of Macclenny, Linda (Ronnie) Crews of Baldwin 
and Kimberly (Gabs) Castaneda of Orange Park; 22 grand-
children, 23 great-grandchildren; one great-great grand-
child; brother Fulton Mobley of Palm Bay, sisters Earnes-
tine Underhill of Starke, Jewell Beckham of Hawthorne 
and Nina Grady Downey of Greenwood, S.C.; numerous 
nieces and nephews, all of whom she loved dearly.

A visitation and memorial service will be held on Friday, 
March 23 at the Blackburn-Curry Funeral Home and Cre-
mation in Macclenny. Family and friends will be received 
from starting at 5 p.m. with Rev. Al Paulson officiating the 
service immediately at 7 p.m. In lieu of flowers, the fami-
ly respectfully requests donations be made directly to Jack 
Blackburn c/o Cedar Bay Funeral Home.

Obituaries and a photo 
are printed free of charge.
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When medical marijua-
na became legal in Florida 
last year it may have sent a 
mixed message to the state’s 
teenagers — that recreation-
al use of the drug isn’t that 
bad — recent results from 
the 2017 Florida Youth Sub-
stance Abuse Survey show.

Anti-use messaging about 
the dangers of tobacco and 
alcohol, as well as drink-
ing and driving, appears 
to be working, however, as 
the survey found that more 
teens in Florida recognize 
the risks inherent in using 
those long legal substances. 
But the same trend wasn’t 
reflected with marijuana.

Lea Rhoden, executive 
director of the Baker Pre-
vention Coalition, a non-
profit organization fight-
ing to combat substance 
abuse among youths here, 
reviewed the results of the 
survey, administered in Feb-
ruary, 2017, to nearly 11,000 
middle and high schoolers 
in 38 counties in Florida, 
of which Baker County was 
one, during this month’s co-
alition meeting March 15.

The schools were select-
ed to “generate statistically 
representative state-level” 
estimates on a series of ques-
tions to measure substance 
abuse rates, attitudes about 
the risks of alcohol, tobacco 
and marijuana; and new to 
the survey rates of unsuper-
vised time, impulsiveness 
and lack of sleep.

The highest lifetime use 
rates in middle school were 
for alcohol (21.1%); electron-
ic vaporizers (12.8%); mari-
juana (7.2%); prescription 
pills, including depressants, 
pain relievers and amphet-
amines (7.2%); cigarettes 
(6.7%) and inhalants (6.7%). 

The numbers increased 
for high school students 
but the most prevalent 
drugs were similar: alcohol 
(49.2%), electronic vapor-
izers (31.5%), marijuana 
(30.7%), cigarettes (16.4%), 
prescription pills (15.8%) 
and over-the-counter drugs 
(4.9%).

The rate fell when stu-
dents were asked about use 
in the last 30 days, suggest-
ing experimentation is more 
common than routine drug 
and alcohol use. 

The share of middle 
school students reporting al-
cohol use in the last 30 days 
was 7.3 percent, for vapor-
izers it was 4.3 percent, for 
marijuana 3.1 percent, pre-
scription drugs 2.6 percent 
and cigarettes 1.2 percent.

“They’re not super high,” 
Ms. Rhoden told a group of 
about 20 or so attendees at 
the meeting, held at Fire-
house Subs in Macclenny, 
“which is a good thing, but 
when you go to high school 
it jumps up.”

The 30-day use rates 
among high school teens 
were 23.2 percent for alco-
hol, 16.1 percent for mari-
juana, 10.1 percent for va-
porizers, 5.3 percent for 
prescriptions and 3.7 per-
cent for cigarettes.

Students were also more 
likely to drive under the in-
fluence of marijuana than 
alcohol — 22.6 percent in 
the last 30 days versus 15.5 
percent, respectively — and 
more likely to drive with 
someone high on marijua-
na than drunk — 9.4 percent 
compared to 4.5 percent, re-
spectively. 

Still, overall rates for sub-
stance abuse have fallen con-
siderably among all students 
over the last 13 years to 
about a third of high school 
students surveyed and about 
12 percent of the middle 
school cohort. Thirty-day 
prevalence rates for alcohol 
fell roughly 19 percent for 
high schoolers and 13 per-
cent for middle schoolers 
during that time.

The downward trend per-
sisted for early-age (13 or 

younger) alcohol use, binge 
drinking and blacking out 
from drinking, too. And 
while still falling, usage rates 
for illicit drugs, except mari-
juana, are declining less dra-
matically.

“We’re definitely on the 
decline but we clearly still 
have work to do,” Ms. Rho-
den said.

Marijuana usage rates 
have hovered in the 15-
20 percent range for high 
schoolers and 3-6 percent 
range for middle schoolers 
since 2002.

“It’s not much of a change, 
but it’s not been as big of a 
focus for the coalition,” she 
said of pot, perhaps fore-
shadowing a broadening in 
the organization’s mission, 
which until now has largely 
focused on prevention, edu-
cation and outreach regard-
ing alcohol.

What appears to be 
changing though are teen’s 
attitudes about marijuana.

One of the survey ques-
tions asked about the “risk of 
harm” associated with trying 
alcohol, cigarettes and mari-
juana.

The risk associated with 
cigarettes has ticked up by 4 
percent since 2002 and with 
alcohol its up about 8 per-

cent. However, the risk of 
harm associated with mari-
juana has dropped from 32.5 
percent in 2008 to 24.6 per-
cent last year.

“A lot of young people 
today think because of le-
galization it’s okay ...,” com-
mented Bob Peryam, who 
attended the meeting on 
behalf of a regional, federal-
ly-funded anti-drug traffick-
ing group.

“The kids do have that 
perception. We pick up on 
that in our classes,” added 
Ms. Rhoden.

Opioid-drug abuse town 
hall this month 

County commission-
er Cathy Rhoden also an-
nounced during the meeting 
the opioid task force she cre-
ated and the coalition have 
organized a town hall meet-
ing for March 29 at 6:30 
p.m. at the Ag Center to dis-
cuss the issue with the public 
and professionals working 
to combat opioid and other 
drug abuse.

There will also be a for-
mer drug addict sharing 
their story.

Ms. Rhoden said she re-
cently completed a certifica-
tion program in West Palm 
Beach regarding opioids and 
found that Baker County is 
much better off than a lot of 
other counties in the state.

“If we can get a head start, 
maybe we won’t get that 
bad,” said the commissioner.

New Hope Church, Inc.
23-A to Lauramore Rd.  

& Fairgrounds Rd.

Sunday 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m. 
Evening Services 5:00 p.m. 
Wednesday 
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.Pastor J. C. Lauramore 

welcomes all
Associate Pastor: Shane Conner

Community Full Gospel
Church

12664 Mud Lake Rd.

Sunday School 10:00 am
Sunday Morning 11:00 am
Sunday Evening 6:00 pm
Tuesday Evening 7:30 pm

Pastor Tommy Richardson || 904-275-2949

The Road
to Calvary

Corner of Madison & Stoddard
Glen St. Mary

Rev. Tommy & Doris Anderson
Youth Director Kayse Fiano

Phone: 904-259-2213
Sunday School: . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 am

Sunday Morning Service . . . .11:00 am

Sunday Evening Service  . . . . . 6:00 pm

Wednesday Night . . . . . . . . . . 7:30 pm

REVIVAL
J.C. Lauramore

Crossroads to Victory Church
March 25-28

Sunday at 6 pm
Monday-Wednesday at 7 pm

EVERYONE IS INVITED! 
Call Preacher Neil Griffis : 386-697-7501

EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE

Sunday, April 1 at 7 am
Everyone 
welcome! 

9201 S. SR 121, Macclenny ~ 259-6015 ~ www.raifordroadchurch.org

amily Fellowship
riday Night
at Cedar Creek Church
March 23 • Dinner 6 pm, Service 7 pm

GUEST SPEAKER: BRO. JEROME LEE, CHURCH OF GOD 
Located on CR 124 north of Sanderson

MOST COMMONLY
USED SUBSTANCES

 Middle High
 school school

Alcohol 21.1% 49.2%

Vaporizers 12.8% 31.5%

Marijuana 7.2% 30.7%

Prescriptions 7.2% 15.8%

Cigarettes 6.7% 16.4%

Source: 2017 Florida Youth 
Substance Abuse Survey, 

lifetime use

PREVENTION COALITION

Teen pot views may be changing
In wake
of legal
med use

259-2525 
7163 E. Mt. Vernon St. • Glen

Open Sun-Sat 5:30 am-2:30 pm

SUNDAY SPECIAL
8 PC. CHICKEN 

DINNERS with 2 sides 
and 4 biscuits or cornbread

$1599

SUNDAY 
DINNER

Try some of our

TURKEY & 
DRESSING

10:30 am - 2:30 pmOther sizes 
available

www.bakercountypress.com
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www.bakercountypress.com CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
The Baker County Press
P.O. Box 598, Macclenny, FL 32063

DEADLINES

BY E-MAIL
classifieds@bakercountypress.com

DEADLINE
Ads must be placed and paid for by
MONDAY at 5:00 P.M.

Placement, correction or cancellation of 
classified ads may be done by phone, 

e-mail or in person anytime before 
Monday at 5 p.m. for publication on the 

following Thursday.CALL 904.259.2400 TO PLACE AN AD or...
ONLINE BY MAIL

CLASSIFIEDS

Class i fied ads and no tic es must be 
paid in advance, and be in our office 
no lat er than 4:00 pm the Monday 
preceding pub  li ca tion, unless other-
wise arranged in advance. Ads can 
be mailed provided they are accom-
panied by payment and instructions. 
They should be mailed to: Class i fied 
Ads, The Baker County Press, P.O. 
Box 598, Mac clen ny, FL 32063. We 
can not assume responsibility for ac-
curacy of ads or notices given over 
the telephone. Li a  bil i ty for errors in all 
advertising will be limited to the first 
publication only. If after that time, the 
ad continues to run without notifica-
tion of error by the person or agen-
cy for whom it was pub lish ed, then 
that party as sumes full payment re-
spon sibility. The Baker County Press 
reserves the right to refuse adver-
tising or any oth er mate ri al which in 
the opinion of the publisher does not 
meet standards of publication. 

FOR SALE
Husqvarna, 46” cut, AT, 21 HP, only 
116 hours, $1099. 904-259-2393. 
3/22c

John Deere, like new, garden trac-
tor/mower, automatic transmission. 
904-591-2916. 3/22c

Wood dining room set: table with 
leaf, 6 chairs, 78” x 42”, lighted 
hutch, 54” x 16” x 82”, $700. 904-
703-1391. 3/22p

Sawmills from only $4397. Make 
and save money with your own 
bandmill. Cut lumber any dimen-
sion. In stock ready to ship. Free 
Info/DVD: www.NorwoodSawmills.
com 1-800-578-1363 Ext.300N 
 3/22p

Plant sale: Fruit trees, blueberries, 
landscape and flowering plants. We 
take orders, Sands Daylily Farm, 
6698 Sands Dale Road, Macclen-
ny, FL 32063, 904-303-1501, 
904-259-6891. Saturdays we are 
located at P&R Electric on Lowder 
Street. 3/8-4/12c

MISCELLANEOUS
Alterations: basic hemming, zipper 
repair, and basic alterations, next 
day service on most items. Marva 
Williams, 904-868-8604, 904-275-
2770. 3/8-3/29p

We install 6” seamless gutters, 
pressure washing. 259-7335.
 8/11tfc

Alcoholics Anonymous meetings 
Monday - Saturday at 8 pm. Call 
Wanda at 904-994-7750.

ANIMALS

Dogs: all types from puppies to 
adults. Animal Control, $65 adop-
tion fees will apply. Call 259-6786.
 11/20tfc

Goats for sale. 904-653-1453.
 3/22p

Use Happy Jack® Mitex® and 
Ear Canker powder to treat yeast 
infections. Glen Cash Store, 904-
259-2381, kennelvax.com. 
 3/15-4/5p

AUTOMOBILES

2014 Leprechaun by Coachmen, 
50th Anniversary Edition 319 DS, 
32’, 2 slides, 11,000 miles, clean 
and well maintained, too many ex-
tras to list, $75,000 OBO. Call, 904-
536-1844. 3/8-3/22p

HELP WANTED
Notice to readers:

The newspaper often publishes 
classified advertising on subjects 
like work-at-home, weight loss 
products, health products. While 
the newspaper uses reasonable 
discretion in deciding on publi-
cation of such ads, it takes no re-
sponsibility as to the truthfulness 
of claims. Respondents should use 
caution and common sense before 
sending any money or making oth-
er commitments based on state-
ments and/or promises; demand 
specifics in writing. You can also 
call the Federal Trade Commis-
sion at 1-877-FTC-HELP to find 
out how to spot fraudulent solic-
itations. Remember: if it sounds 
too good to be true, it probably is. 
- The Baker County Press

Okefenoke Rural Electric Mem-
bership Corporation is now ac-
cepting applications for the fol-
lowing position: (1) Crew Leader 
(Lineman) - Hilliard office. Resi-
dency requirement: South Charlton 
or Baker County area, applications 
can be printed out from the web-
site (OREMC.com) or picked up at 
any of our offices Monday - Friday, 
8:00 am - 5:00 pm.  Applications 
will be accepted until Monday, 
March 26th at 5:00 pm at any of 
our offices or emailed to custom-
er.service@oremc.com, the Co-op 
reserves the right to cancel any 
and all bids. Okefenoke REMC is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer/Drug 
Free Workplace.  3/15-3/22c

Farmworker: 3 temporary po-
sitions. 05/01/2018 through 
11/01/2018, operate gps auto 
steer farm equipment, tractors, 
combine, and sprayers, to till soil, 
plant, cultivate, irrigate, fertilize and 
harvest crops. Perform mechanical 
repair and maintenance. Basic lit-
eracy reading and math skills, 3 
months experience required. Must 
have or be able to obtain driver’s 
license. Increase or bonus may be 
possible based on experience and 
merit. 48 hour/week, $10.73 per/
hour, free housing. 3/4 work period 
guaranteed. Tools and equipment 
provided. Transportation to and 
from place of recruitment will be 
paid upon completion of 50% of 
work contract. Job location is at, 
Sunshine Planting Co., Brandon, 
MS. Apply for this job at Pearl WIN 
Job Center, 212 Saint Paul St, Pearl, 
MS 601-321-5441 with job order 
#251149 or nearest workforce of-
fice with a copy of this ad. 3/22p

Lake Butler Hospital: ARNP & 
PA - Part time and PRN, PT and 
OT-PRN, RN-FT and PRN. Please 
visit our website www.lakebutler-
hospital.com for more informa-
tion and to fill out an application. 
Ph 386-496-2323 Ext. 9258, Fax 
386-496-2105. Equal Employment 
Opportunity/Drug & Tobacco Free 
Workplace. 3/22-4/5p

Macclenny law office seeks para-
legal experienced in family law, 
word perfect, and adobe. Hours and 
pay negotiable, pet and kid friendly 
office. Call 772-201-5348. 
 3/22-3/29p

Northeast Florida Power Equip-
ment is looking for a Lawn Mower 
Mechanic. Pay is based on expe-
rience. Must have valid driver’s 
license. Please stop by 6122 West 
US Highway 90, Macclenny or call 
904-259-5688 for more informa-
tion and to fill out an application.
 3/22-3/29c

Full time oil change and tire tech-
nician., experience helpful. Apply in 
person at Jimmy’s Auto Repair, 959 
West Macclenny Avenue, Macclen-
ny. Monday - Friday, 8 am - 6 pm., 
Drug-Free workplace. 3/8-3/29p

28 year established contracting 
firm with full benefits is now ac-
cepting applications for qualified 
applicants. Gateway Contracting, 
Inc. offers health insurance, vaca-
tion, paid holidays and 401k bene-
fits, and provides stability, training, 
and growth for our employees. We 
are growing and have the need to 
fill the following positions. If you 
are interested and qualify, please 
apply online at www.gatewaycon-
tractinginc.com. Full-time positions 
available: LEAD CARPENTER, must 
be able to perform journeyman lev-
el work as a carpenter in a com-
mercial and industrial setting. This 
position requires a full range of both 
rough and finish skilled carpentry 
work, including the ability to work 
from drawings, specifications, and 
instructions to build, remodel and 
repair various types of facilities and 
structures. PLUMBER PIPEFITTER, 
pipe welding experience. Experi-
enced in commercial and industrial 
work. Plumber’s HELPER. Qualified 
applicants must have good driv-
ing record and pass background 
check. DFWP Call (904) 388-4799.
 3/1-3/22c

Macclenny Nursing & Rehab 
is seeking RNs & LPNs full/part 
time. Day and Night shifts avail-
able.  CNAs full/part time. Shifts 
available for 3-11 and 11-7. New 
wage scale! Must pass a criminal 

background check! Apply in person 
at 755 South 5th Street, Macclen-
ny or call 904-259-4873 or email 
Masdc@southernltc.com. EE/AA/
Employer/M/F/V/D. 11/16tfc

Local drivers needed. Class A & 
B CDL, home every night. Clean 
driving record, good pay. 904-259-
4375. 12/28tfc

HELP WANTED-Accepting appli-
cations for electrician and AC duct 
installer. Must have experience and 
valid driver’s license. Apply in per-
son at Dependable located at 203 E. 
Macclenny Avenue. 904-259-6546 
or submit application on our web-
site at dependableacandelectric.
com. 1/21tfc

Experienced painters needed. 
Peacock Painting. Call 904-259-
5877. 2/21tfc

Wayne Frier Macclenny. Look-
ing for service repair man. Mobile 
Homes. Vehicle/Driver’s License 
required. Jared, 904-259-4663, 
jm_martin23@yahoo.com. 1/18tfc

Wayne Frier Macclenny. Need 
T&T Contractors. Mud / Paint / Trim. 
Jared, 904-259-4663, jm_mar-
tin23@yahoo.com. 1/18tfc

Field Finish Drywall and Mold-
ing Contractors Needed; Live Oak 
Homes one of the leading produc-
ers of manufactured homes in the 
South East is seeking to hire qual-
ified and quality Field Finish Dry-
wall Finishers and Traditional Plant 
Service contractors. Great pay and 
steady work available in your LO-
CAL area. jm_martin23@yahoo.
com, kstreat@liveoakhomes.org, 
904-287-0774. 1/18tfc

BUSINESS OPPORT.

Lawn Maintenance Company for 
sale: 23 years in business. All local 
accounts, commercial and residen-
tial. Asking $60,000 with equip-
ment, or $85,000 with equipment 
and truck. 904-412-6450. 
 3/15-3/22p

REAL ESTATE
Notice to Readers

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any preference, limita-
tion or discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, famil-
ial status or national origin, or an 
intention to make any such prefer-
ence, limitation or discrimination.” 
Familial status includes children un-
der the age of 18 living with parents 
or legal custodians, pregnant wom-
en and people securing custody of 
children under 18.

This newspaper will not knowing-
ly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby in-
formed that all dwellings advertised 
in this newspaper are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. To com-
plain of discrimination, call HUD toll 
free at 1-800-669-9777. The toll 
free telephone number for the im-
paired is 1-800-927-9275.

Wayne Frier Macclenny, I buy 
land. Cash paid immediately. Call 
904-259-4663. 3/9tfc

2.25 acre lots, set up with pow-
er pole, well, and septic. $25,000 
each, owner financing. Call 912-
843-8118. 3/22tfc

3 BR, 2 BA house in Taylor on 
2.45 acres. Living, dining & family 
rooms, kitchen, large bonus room, 
large screened back porch, large 
laundry room, 2 large carports, one 
fits a camper. Hardwood, new paint, 
CH/A, immaculate, $169,900. 912-
550-4563, 912-281-9053, 912-
281-7993. 3/22-3/29p

6.7 acres on Woodlawn Road in 
city limits. Front acre is zoned com-
mercial, rear 5.7 acres is zoned 
residential general (allows single or 
multi-family), $150,000. 904-219-
0480. 3/22-3/29p

3 BR, 1 ½ BA apartment, 334 North 
5th Street, Apartment #1. CH/A, 
W/D hookups,  $700/deposit, $700/
month. 904-259-6488. 3/22p

FOR RENT
3 BR, 1 ½ BA apartment, 334 North 
5th Street, Apartment #1. CH/A, 
W/D hookups,  $700/deposit, $700/
month. 904-259-6488. 3/22p

1 BR, 1 BA apartment located in 
Macclenny, 491 E. Michigan Av-
enue # 1. Water, sewer and gar-
bage included. First/last/$400/
security deposit required to move 
in, $600/month. Service pets only. 
Call 904-259-8444 or email vtf-
propertymanagement@yahoo.com 
for more information or to get an 
application. 3/15tfc

1BR, 1 BA apartment located in 
Macclenny, 491 E. Michigan Ave. 
# 4. Water, sewer and garbage 
included. First/last/$400 securi-
ty deposit is required to move in, 
$600/month Service pets only. Call 
904-259-8444 or email vtfprop-
ertymanagement@yahoo.com for 
more information or to get an ap-
plication. 3/15tfc

2 BR, 1 BA apartment located 
in Macclenny, 205 S. 3rd Street. 
First/ last/$400 security deposit is 
required to move in, $650/month. 
Service pets only. Call 904-259-
8444 or email vtfpropertyman-
agement@yahoo.com for more 
information or to get an application.
 3/15tfc

Rooms for rent in Macclenny. First 
and deposit required. Call, 904-
408-8085. 3/22p

Lot for rent. Ready for a mobile 
home. Call 904-259-6735. 2/9tfc

COMMERCIAL FR
Commercial office or retail space, 
1800 sq. ft., CH/A, new paint and 
flooring, rent well below market 
value, no first/last required. 904-
259-6271, 904-591-8200. 1/18tfc

MOBILE HOMES
3 BR, 2 BA homes starting at 
$38,900. Includes delivery, set-up, 
skirting, central heat/air condition-
ing. Call Pat 904-225-0884. 
 8/19tfc

Lot model sale! $1000 in free fur-
niture included. Huge 4 bedroom. 
$69,900. Many homes to choose 
from,  waynefriermacclenny.com 
904-259-4663. 3/8-3/29c

Brand new 2018, 2 BR home. 
$37,900 with free thermal win-
dows. waynefriermacclenny.com 
904-259-4663. 3/8-3/29c

No money down! Use your land. 
3 BR, $399/month. 4 BR, $499/
month. waynefriermacclenny.com 
904-259-4663. 3/8-3/29c

Friday & Saturday, 8:00 am - 2:00 
pm, end of Glynn Allyn Road off of 
125 south, between Woodlawn and 
Mud Lake Roads. Baby bed, furni-
ture, and a lot more. Some prices 
reduced.

Friday & Saturday, 8:00 am - ?, 
17302 South Ridgewood Drive, 

Glen, 125 north to Crews Road, follow the signs. Rain 
moves to the next week.

Friday & Saturday, 8:00 am - 5:00 pm, 5880 Shelly 
Lane, off of Mud Lake Road. Carport Sale: girls’ bike, 
lawnmower lift, tools, king size quilt bedspread, pots 
and pans, and much more.

Friday, 8:00 am - 4:00 pm, Saturday, 8:00 am - 
12:00 pm, 14512 Hunters Ridge East in Glen St. 
Mary. Huge moving sale: furniture (bedroom sets, 
kitchen table, TV stand, and cribs), toys, clothes, and 
more.

Saturday, 9:00 am - ?, corner of North Yellow Pine 
and Bob Burnsed Road. Backyard sale: 3 families.

Saturday, 8:00 am - 12:00 noon, 275 South Fifth 
Street, Macclenny.

Saturday, 9:00 am - 12:00 noon, parking lot across 
from 159 North Third Street. Sale by the Employ-
ee Committee of Baker County Medical Services: A 
large variety of items.

500 DOLLARS
& DEED

is all you need to
move into your

new Manufactured
& Modular Home

CALL PAT
904-225-0884

500 Dollars
& DeeD

is all you need to
move into your

new Manufactured
& Modular Home

Call pat
800-414-2130

I BUY USED MOBILE HOMES
$$ CASH PAID $$

IMMEDIATELY

904.259.4663

NOW AVAILABLE
1 and 2 Bedrooms

Baldwin Grove
APARTMENTS
904-266-4070

T.T.D. 1-800-955-8771

US 90 E., right on Yellow Water Rd., right on Rainer Rd., go to 
stop sign, turn right. Go to first street, turn left. 

RENTAL ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE TO
QUALIFIED APPLICANTS

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Check it out...

www.bakercountypress.com
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Two highly-ranked pro-
grams featuring former 
BCHS Wildcat stars have 
settled into winning rou-
tines, while other teams have 
struggled to string together 
victories.

• The No. 15 Middle Geor-
gia State Knights have won 
six straight games, includ-
ing a three-game Southern 
States Athletic Conference 
series sweep over visiting 
Bethel.

Senior first baseman 
Mikal Flores went 5 for 12 
during the series with an 
RBI, a stolen base and two 
runs scored. The Knights 
(23-9, 5-4) won both games 
of the doubleheader 5-4 on 
March 16, including a 15 in-
ning marathon in the second 
game. Senior Jared Crews 
pitched seven innings with 
four earned runs, four strike-

outs and two walks in the 
opening game. Middle Geor-
gia State won 19-9 in the fi-
nale on March 17.

Flores drove in a run and 
scored a run on March 13, 
and the Knights rolled 13-1 
at South Carolina-Beaufort.

Middle Georgia State re-
mained locked at No. 15 in 
the second 2018 NAIA Base-
ball Coaches’ Top 25 Poll, 
which was released March 
27.

• Junior pitcher Zach Ra-
fuse’s South Carolina-Aik-
en Pacers won two of three 
games at Georgia South-
western over the weekend to 
improve to 17-8 overall and 
8-4 in the Peach Belt Confer-
ence.

Rafuse fell to 3-2 on the 
season on March 16 in his 
team’s 5-1 loss. He allowed 
three earned runs in six in-
nings with five hits, four 
walks and two strikeouts.

The Pacers won the final 
two games 5-4 on March 17 

and 8-1 on March 18.
• Junior Landon Boyette’s 

Thomas Night Hawks were 
swept in a three-game home 
Sun Conference series to 
ninth-ranked Saint Thomas. 
Boyette went 1 for 11 in the 
series with a solo home run, 
RBI walk, stolen base and 
two runs scored. The Night 
Hawks (14-17, 2-10) lost 11-8 
to open the series on March 
16, and then fell 9-8 and 6-2 
in a doubleheader on March 
17.

• Sophomores Brandie 
Callaway and Callie Paine’s 
Tallahassee Community Col-
lege Lady Eagles were swept 
in a pair of doubleheaders.

Callaway combined to bat 
1 for 5 on March 15 in her 
team’s 11-2 and 8-3 losses 
at Gulf Coast State. Paine 
pitched 1 2-3 innings in the 
first game, allowing eight 
runs, four of which were 
earned, eight hits and a walk.

Paine kept the Lady Ea-
gles (10-20-1) competitive 

in her six innings pitching, 
but Pensacola State College 
pulled away in the seventh 
inning to win 11-6 on March 
13. Paine gave up seven runs, 
four earned runs, with eight 
hits and five strikeouts as 
the teams remained tied un-
til Pensacola State’s five-run 
seventh inning.

Callaway combined to go 
1 for 4 with an RBI in the 
doubleheader, and plated 
the only run when she was 
hit by a pitch with the bases 
loaded in TCC’s 12-1 loss in 
the second game.

• Sophomore pitcher 
Dylan Hall fell to 0-2 as a 
starter on March 14 as his 
FSCJ BlueWave lost 5-1 to 
the College of Central Flor-
ida. Hall allowed eight hits 
and four earned runs in 6 2-3 
innings, and had a strikeout 
and four walks.

The BlueWave (12-17, 2-7) 
also lost 12-4 on March 16 at 
the College of Central Flori-
da before snapping a four-

game losing streak the fol-
lowing day with a 3-0 home 
win over the same team.

• Freshman pitcher 
Landen Nevill’s South Geor-
gia State Hawks lost three of 
four games to East Georgia 
between March 13 and 16. 
Neville threw 2 2-3 innings 
on March 15, with four hits, 
two earned runs, three walks 
and a strikeout in his team’s 
12-10 loss.

South Georgia State split 
a doubleheader on March 
16, winning the opener 13-1 
but falling 12-7 in the second 
game. The Hawks also lost 
3-2 on March 13.

• Senior catcher Kylie 
Holton combined to bat 1 for 
4 on March 16 as her More-
head State Lady Eagles fell 
4-0 to Toledo and 4-2 to East 
Tennessee State in the Eagle 
Classic. The Lady Eagles (16-
6) topped Oakland 3-2 on 
March 18.

• Freshman Madison 
Kennedy’s Florida State 

Lady Seminoles have won 
nine straight, including a 
three-game sweep over Vir-
ginia Tech to open Atlantic 
Coast Conference play. The 
Lady Seminoles (21-6, 3-0)
won 2-0, 8-3 and 6-2 in the 
games held March 16 to 18.

Florida State moved up 
one position to No. 14 in the 
USA Today/NFCA Coach-
es Poll, which was released 
March 20.

SUBMIT 
YOUR NEWS:

News Tips
Birth Announcements

Weddings & 
Engagements

& More
at

bakercountypress.com

BARNWOOD CONSTRUCTION
Framing • Pole Barns

Decks • Trim
Hardie Board Siding • Wood Flooring

Keith Muse
904-305-2701

 3/22-5/10p

KEEP YOUR IDENTITY SECURE
ID Monitoring & Restoration

Starting at $9.99/month
$5 Million Service Guarantee
Call Independent Associate,

Ron Spencer
1-800-397-1752

 3/15-3/22p

SPRING IS HERE!!
Our Service Directory offers an 

inexpensive way for you to advertise 
your lawn mowing or landscaping 

business!
Grow your business & save money!

Call today and save 10% 
when you pay for 6 months up front!

904-259-2400
The Baker County Press

 8/18tfc

P & S HARVEY 
APPLIANCE REPAIR

Parts & Service
Gas or Electric Appliances

904-763-4774 • 904-635-3518
 3/8-3/29p

ADDISON LAWN CARE & 
TRACTOR WORK 

Free Estimates • Debris Clean-up  
Limb Trimming • Mowing 

Discing & Tilling • Lawn Care  
 Call Mark 

904-710-8439 
 3/2tfc

REMODELS • REPAIRS 
ADDITIONS

Porches, Decks & More
Custom New Home Construction 

Cypress Home Builders, Inc.
Jody Paul Thrift
904-591-2640

2/10tfc

GATEWAY PEST CONTROL,  INC.
All Types Of Pest Control

Call Eston, Shannon, Dean or Chris
Ask About Our Termite Control

904-259-3808
6/26tfc

PEACOCK PAINTING, INC.
Professional Painting 

Interior • Exterior
Pressure Washing

Residential • Commercial
Parking Lot Line Striping 

Fully Insured  &  Locally Owned
25 years of experience

904-259-5877
2/10tfc

RICH LAURAMORE 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Custom Homes 
Additions • Remodels
904-259-4893 or

 Cell 904-403-4781 
RR License No. 282811470 11/19tfc

GCO CONSTRUCTION, INC.
Home Renovations 

Additions & Remodels
Kitchen & Bath 

Alterations or Rebuilds
Roofs

Free Estimates
We Look Forward To Your Call

904-237-1288
License #GCG1510366
License #CFC1429532
License #CCC1328624 3/8-3/22p

LAND CLEARING
Fill dirt • Slag

Cypress Mulch • Red mulch
A little Or A Lot

904-521-1506
2/10tfc

COUNTY LINE HEATING, 
AIR & ELECTRIC, INC.

Service, Installation, Remodels, New 
Construction

Residential & Commercial
Licensed & Insured

904-259-8303
License #ER13014604
License #RA13067591 2/15-8/9/18p

ROGER RAULERSON 
WELL DRILLING 

2” and 4” Wells 
Pump Service | Water Treatment 

Licensed & Insured 
Family Owned & Operated 

Raulersonville, LLC. 
904-259-7531 

 7/21tfc

A & D IRRIGATION 
& PRESSURE WASHING 

• Sprinkler Repairs 
• Pressure Washing 

• Free Estimates 
904-651-1739 

 3/1-3/22p

DIRT
Tim Johnson

904-259-2536 
904-838-2818

5/11tfc

ANGEL AQUA, INC.
Water Quality Treatment

“We Can Improve Your Water”
Water Softeners • Iron/Sulfur Filters 
Sales • Rentals • Service • Repairs

 Salt Delivery Service 
799 South 6th Street, Macclenny

904-259-6672
7/12tfc

C’UNTRY BOYZ CATERING
Catering For All Occasions

Call Brad Raulerson
904-704-9568

 3/15-3/22p

DEPENDABLE HEATING, AC
AND ELECTRICAL 

CONTRACTOR
Residential • Commercial

New Construction • Remodel
904-259-6546

Elec. License #EC-0001471
AC License #CA-C057649  2/10tfc

B&W TREE & LAND SERVICES
Full Line Of Tree And Land Services:

Removal • Trimming 
Clearing Pond • Digging

Bulldozer • Loader
Bucket Truck & More!
Licensed & Insured

www.treeandlandservices.com
904-259-8253

9/25tfc

PRINTING & FAXING
Black & White And Color Copies

Binding Of Reports, Etc.
Business Cards • Signs • Stickers

Invitations • Rubber Stamps & More!
The Office Mart

110 South Fifth Street
904-259-3737

 5/19tfc

JON SHUMAKE
SPORTS EDITOR  

sports@bakercountypress.com

The winning streak continues.
The BCHS Wildcat baseball 

team topped Bradford and Charl-
ton County in a pair of road games 
to extend its streak to eight straight 
wins, matching the program’s lon-
gest winning streak since 2014.

Baker County relied on pitching 
and key defensive plays on March 
15 as it held off Charlton County 
4-3. 

Senior pitcher Caleb Crews shut 
down the Indians after they pulled 
within one run in the fourth inning. 
Crews, who earned his first save 
of the season in relief of winning 
pitcher Jordan Vanvactor, allowed 
one hit and two walks in three in-
nings. He threw five strikeouts, 
including two straight to end the 
game and force Charlton County to 
strand the tying run at second base.

Vanvactor, who also had a sec-
ond-inning RBI single, improved to 
3-0 in starts during his senior year. 
He gave up four hits and three runs 
in four innings with two strikeouts. 
He retired eight straight Charlton 
County batters following Jack Gow-
en’s first-inning RBI single, which 
gave the Cats an opening to build a 
lead.

“Jordan had another quality 
start and Caleb Crews we talk about 
him all the time, I feel like it’s ev-
ery week we talk about him, he’s 
that guy we know we can throw in 
the game in a big situation on the 
mound and go shut things down 
for us,” head coach Jarrell Rodgers 
said Monday.

Baker County (8-3) scored three 
runs in the top of the second in-

ning, giving the team the lead it 
never relinquished. Freshman Con-
ner Moore drew the bases-loaded 
go-ahead walk after third baseman 
Zac Gregory tied the game by plat-
ing Travis Neal on a fielder’s choice.

Shortstop Hunter Noblitt scored 
on an error in the fourth inning to 
pad the team’s lead to 4-1.

Charlton County crept back into 
contention with two runs in the 
fourth inning. The Indians scored 
on an error and Cole Giddens’ base 
hit.

The Cats held off 
the home team’s 
surge, though, with 
game-changing defen-
sive stops. Neal chased 
down a fly ball in the 
gap and cut off anoth-
er hit in the gap during 
the game. Catcher Wade 
Johnson also threw out 
Mitch Baxter on an at-
tempted steal in the fifth 
inning.

“If those three things 
don’t happen it’s a totally different 
outcome in that ballgame,” coach 
Rodgers said.

Freshman Casen Milton in-
creased his hitting streak to eight 
games with a third-inning single. 
Milton and Moore’s emergence as 
reliable players since their tran-
sition to the varsity roster ignited 
the team’s current winning streak, 
coach Rodgers said.

“Those two young guys com-
ing up and getting in our lineup 
really sparked us it seemed like,” 
the second-year head coach said. 
“Our older guys really put them un-
der their wings and they seem like 
they’ve been around the program 
for three or four years now.”

Baker County avenged its sea-
son-opening loss to Bradford with 
an 11-3 road blowout on March 13. 
The win marked the third straight 
game, and fourth out of five con-
tests, in which the team has scored 
at least 10 runs.

“We’ve been looking forward to 
that one since the first game. We let 
that one slip by us,” coach Rodgers 
said. “We were able to come out at 
their place and get a little revenge 
and that was nice.”

The Cats took control of the 
game with a four-run fourth inning, 
which built a 7-1 advantage. Noblitt 
went 1 for 2 with a fourth-inning 
RBI single and second-inning RBI 
sacrifice fly.

Crews batted 3 for 5 with two 
RBIs, including the go-ahead first 
inning single. He also scored on 
an error to open Baker County’s 
high-scoring fourth frame.

First baseman Clayt Smith hit a 
sixth-inning RBI double, marking 
his seventh consecutive game with 
a hit.

Joel Satterwhite threw seven 
strikeouts in four innings, during 
which he gave up five hits and al-
lowed his first earned run in five 

appearances this season.
“He’s been that guy when he gets 

into the game he goes and pounds 
strikes,” coach Rodgers said of Sat-
terwhite, who improved to 2-0. 
“He doesn’t walk very many people 
and is able to keep his pitch count 
down. That’s tremendous at this 
level.”

District play begins Thursday

With Tuesday’s game at Co-
lumbia canceled due to weath-

er, the Cats will car-
ry the momentum of 
eight straight wins into 
the season’s first Dis-
trict 3-5A series. Bak-
er County is scheduled 
to host Suwannee on 
March 22 before travel-
ing to Live Oak the fol-
lowing night.

“To be able to go into 
the Suwannee series 
with the momentum 
that we got going I feel 
like the momentum is 

definitely on our side,” coach Rod-
gers said. “The guys are feeling 
good about themselves. Whenever 
they’re feeling good about them-
selves at the plate or on the mound 
good things can happen.”

Thursday’s meeting is the first 
between the program’s since the 
Cats upset the state-ranked Bull-
dogs 10-8 in last year’s District 
3-5A tournament. 

Many of Suwannee’s key players 
from last year’s 21-5 team gradu-
ated in 2017. Among those players 
were pitchers Kyle Gamble, Zane 
Stephens and Braxton Furry — who 
combined for an 18-3 record — and 
six of the team’s eight top batting 
averages, including Sam McMillan, 

who posted a .494 batting average 
with team-high’s in hits (38), dou-
bles (14), home runs (seven) and 
RBIs (30).  

“A lot of big names graduated 
last year, but they still got a cou-
ple big arms on the mound so I’m 
excited about seeing those,” coach 
Rodgers said.

Hueston Morrill (2.442 ERA) 
and Bo Bones (3.443 ERA) are 
Suwannee’s two leading pitchers. 
They both have five starts and have 
a combined 3-3 record. Wyatt Mor-
rill has also thrown 11 2-3 innings, 
recording a win with a 3.00 ERA.

Both Morrills are among the six 
Bulldogs who have at least a .300 
batting average. 

As long as Baker County contin-
ues to pitch well, it could record its 
first regular-season district wins 
under coach Rodgers, he said.

“The way we’re swinging at the 
plate right now and the way we’re 
seeing pitches well, I think we have 
a shot,” he said. “If we can pull 
these two off against Suwannee this 
week, I feel comfortable at Bolles 
also.”

The district series against Bolles 
isn’t scheduled to begin until 
April 12. Following the two games 
against Suwannee, the Cats are set 
to visit Eagle’s View on March 27. 

JV Cats fall to Bradford

The BCHS JV Wildcat baseball 
team lost 6-3 at Bradford on March 
20.

“Had a few chances to get 
some more runs on the board but 
couldn’t capitalize,” head coach 
Brad Stone said in a message on 
March 27.

“We’ve been looking forward to 
[Bradford] since the first game. We 
let that one slip by us. We were able to 
come out at their place and get a little 
revenge and that was nice.”

–Wildcat head coach Jarrell Rodgers

Wildcats riding win streak into district series

High ranked teams with ex-Cats have winning streaks
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The BCHS Lady Wildcat 
softball team is barely past 
the midway point of the sea-
son, but it already has a play-
off berth locked up.

Three Lady Cats hit home 
runs on March 16, lifting 
the team to a 4-3 home win 
over District 3-5A rival Su-
wannee. The win resulted 
in a tie-breaking coin toss to 
determine the top seed for 
April’s district tournament 
after Baker County and Su-
wannee split the regular-sea-
son series.

 The Lady Cats won the 
toss — the coin landed on 
heads after Suwannee called 
for tails — and was awarded 
the No. 1 seed in the District 
3-5A tournament, which 
Baker County will host be-
ginning on April 24. As a 
result of the three-team dis-
trict, the top seed is auto-
matically placed in the dis-
trict title game, scheduled 
for April 26. It will mark the 
program’s 11th straight play-
off appearance.

“I think it means a lot, but 
it’s like what I told the girls 
after the game Friday night 
that we’ll handle Suwan-
nee and Bolles when we see 
them again. We’re done with 
district play for now,” first-
year head coach Kylee Cana-
day said Monday. “We’ve got 
a lot more teams to play and 
a lot of tough competition 
coming up. We’ve got more 
to focus on than just the dis-
trict. We got to focus on get-
ting better leading into the 
district tournament.”

Center fielder Kim 
Thrower, the ninth hitter in 
the lineup, hit the go-ahead 
solo home run to right field 
in the bottom of the sixth 
inning to break a 3-all tie 
against Suwannee. Second 
baseman Sara Keves turned 
a game-ending double play 
in the top of the seventh in-
ning to seal Baker County’s 
win.

Designated hitter Kiki 
Carter hit a two-run first-in-
ning homer to center field, 
and first baseman Emma 
Gipson’s solo shot to the 
same location equalized the 
score at 3-all in the bottom 
of the fifth inning.

Thrower, third baseman 
Kat Rhoden and catcher Cat-
lin Harvin all batted 2 for 3 
as the Lady Cats (9-4, 3-1) 
avenged their walk-off loss 
to Suwannee from seven 
days earlier.

“From one to nine we all 
hit,” coach Canaday said. 
“The kids have the pow-
er and the ability to do it. I 
think it just says a lot about 
our team as a whole that one 
through nine ... it doesn’t 
matter who’s playing the 
spot we’re going to make 
the plays and come in clutch 
when we need to.”

Sophomore pitcher Liz 

McGovern threw a complete 
game with three strikeouts 
for her fourth win of the sea-
son.

Savannah Brown’s two-
RBI single briefly gave Su-
wannee a 3-2 lead in the top 
of the fifth inning. Her base 
hit came one inning after 
Skylar Redish’s solo home 
run got the Lady Bulldogs on 
the board. 

Baker County couldn’t 
celebrate securing a play-
off berth for long, however, 
as the program hosted Clay 
the following afternoon in a 
rematch of the team’s sea-
son-opening loss.

And the ladies got revenge 
in dominant fashion.

Freshman pitcher Tay-
lor Crews threw a complete 
game one-hitter on March 
17, and the Lady Cats shut 
out the Lady Blue Devils 6-0 

for their eighth win in their 
previous 10 games. She re-
tired 14 straight batters from 
the second to seventh in-
nings before Clay’s Kailah 
McKean’s single in the final 
frame.

“They beat us 5-4 in the 
opening game. We’ve been 
improving and everybody’s 
been getting better since 
then,” coach Canaday said. 
“That shows right there how 
hard the kids have been 
working to come back and 
beat that team 6-0 about 
midway through the season. 
The kids are just doing what 
we ask them to do and just 
working hard.”

Baker County scored 
three runs in the third and 
sixth innings to gradually 
pull away. 

Gipson batted 2 for 3 with 
a third-inning RBI single to 

extend her hitting streak to 
10 games. Harvin and Carter 
also drove in runs during the 
frame.

Rhoden connected with 
an RBI double to right field 
in the sixth inning, notch-
ing her second run-scoring 
double in three games. Left 
fielder Marissa Rhoden and 
Keves also plated runners to 
pad the team’s sixth-inning 
advantage.

“The kids came out well. 
A lot of intensity, especial-
ly for playing in a 3 o’clock 
Saturday game, which we’re 
not used to playing on Sat-
urday,” coach Canaday said. 
“After the big win and the 
excitement of being the No. 
1 seed Friday night, to come 
back Saturday and shut out 

Clay just says a lot about 
these kids and how commit-
ted they are and devoted to 
winning.”

Lady Cats sweep Bolles

Kat Rhoden batted 2 for 
4 with four RBIs, including 
a three-RBI double to left 
field, on March 15, catapult-
ing the Lady Cats to a 9-1 win 
over Bolles.

Baker County combined 
to outscore Bolles 14-1 in the 
two regular-season meetings 
to sweep the series.

Kat Rhoden’s bases-clear-
ing hit came during the 
team’s five-run fifth inning, 
which turned a three-run 
advantage into a late com-
manding lead. 

Crews threw five strike-

outs in the complete game, 
allowing four hits. Bolles 
stranded runners at third to 
end the first and fourth in-
nings, and Crews held Bolles 
scoreless until the sixth in-
ning even after Hannah Lee’s 
one-out triple in the fourth 
inning. Lee went 2 for 3 with 
a sixth-inning RBI single.

Gipson went 2 for 3, in-
cluding a two-run third-in-
ning single to center field. 
Her hit came one batter af-
ter Harvin’s sacrifice bunt 
plated Thrower to give Baker 
County the lead for good.

Tuesday’s inclement 
weather canceled the team’s 
scheduled home game 
against Ridgeview.

The Lady Cats are set to 
host Trinity on March 22 in 
a rematch of an early-sea-
son contest, which Trinity 
won 8-1. Baker County will 
also play Hilliard at home 
on March 27 one month af-
ter the Lady Cats doubled up 
the Lady Flashes 8-4.

“I think we’re starting 
to peak, but we’re also just 
starting ... to find our roles,” 
coach Canaday said. “The 
kids are stepping into it and 
the kids are stepping up.” 

JV team’s streak ends

The JV Lady Wildcat soft-
ball team’s five-game win-
ning streak was snapped 
March 14 with a 8-4 home 
loss to West Nassau.

Extra base hits helped the 
JV Lady Warriors through-
out the game. The team hit 
a two-run first-inning home 
run, an RBI double in the 
third inning and a two-run 
double in the sixth.

The final double came af-
ter the JV Lady Cats cut West 
Nassau’s lead to 6-4 with two 
runs in both the third and 
fourth innings. An error on 
Kenzie Gipson’s fly ball plat-
ed two runs in the third in-
ning. Cassie Turner drew a 
bases-loaded walk and Rea-
gan Griffis, who batted 3 for 
4, added an RBI double in 
the fourth.

Taylor Crews went 2 for 4 
for the team’s other multi-hit 
outing.

Baker County (5-2) scored 
20 runs in the top of the sev-
enth inning and crushed 
host Ponte Vedra 28-1 on 
March 13.

Crews led the JV Lady 
Cats, batting 5 for 7 with two 
doubles and six RBIs. Griffis 
also went 5 for 7 with an RBI.

Alyssa Taylor had three 
hits, including a double, and 
five RBIs.

Karli Johnson drove 
home four runs. Gipson, 
Kennady Godwin, Turner 
and Harlee Williams each 
had two RBIs. Turner batted 
3 for 6 with a triple.  

The JV team is scheduled 
to visit Oakleaf on March 
26 before ending its season 
March 29 at home against 
Yulee.

Purchase these photos at www.bakercountypress.com Photos by Jud Johnson
Marissa Rhoden lays down a bunt in Baker County’s win over Suwannee.

Taylor Dyal throws the ball after fielding it.

Kim Thrower, who hit the go-ahead sixth-inning home run against 
Suwannee, runs to first base.

Lady Cats: Top seed in district tournament

The First Coast YMCA is set to do battle 
with the Tampa Metro YMCA in the 2018 
Treadmill Challenge, which encourages 
those in both regions to log their distanc-
es on the treadmill over 30 minutes, which 
can be done in the gym or at home via social 
media by using #treadmilltuesday and tag-
ging @firstcoastymca.

“For the third consecutive year, the two 
associations will engage in a friendly com-
petition to challenge Northeast Florida and 
Tampa Bay communities for the greatest 
distance traveled on a treadmill,” reads a 
press release on the challenge. “After the 
First Coast’s win in 2016 and Tampa Bay’s 
win in 2017, this year will serve as the ulti-
mate tiebreaker between the two branches.”

The challenge will be March 27 from 6:30 
a.m. to 6:30 p.m. to encourage physical ac-
tivity and healthy living among community 
members. Free KidZone childcare will also 
be open to non-member participants at 
area YMCA branches, which will be raising 

awareness during the challenge about the 
YMCA’s efforts to teach children swimming 
to prevent drowning. 

Throughout the day-long event, First 
Coast YMCA branches will offer giveaways, 
chance-drawings and activities to further 
encourage participation

In 2016, nearly 1750 First Coast resi-
dents completed 3813 miles during the 12-
hour event, surpassing Tampa Bay by 177 
miles. In 2017, 1580 First Coast residents 
completed 3337 miles during the day-long 
event but ultimately lost to Tampa Metro-
politan YMCA by 21 miles. 

“Together, the First Coast YMCA and 
Tampa YMCA inspired community mem-
bers to become more physically active and 
adopt healthier lifestyles,” the press release 
added.

To learn more about the 2018 Treadmill 
Tuesday and what to look forward to at your 
neighborhood branch, visit FirstCoastYM-
CA.org. 

#TreadmillTuesday challenge
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Trailing 4-2 in the top of 
the fourth inning, BCMS 
Bobcat right fielder Jacob 
Miller fielded a Lake Butler 
single and fired the baseball 
to catcher Conner Brassart.

Brassart secured the ball 
and turned to Lake But-
ler’s Ayden Elixson, who at-
tempted to slide under the 
catcher’s glove in an effort 
score from second base and 
extend the visiting team’s 
lead. Brassart made the tag 
near the outside of the bat-
ter’s box, saving the run and 
ending the inning.

And it was all Baker Coun-
ty from there.

The B-Cats (7-5) com-
bined for 11 runs in the 
fourth and fifth innings to 
turn a back-and-forth game 
into an 13-4 blowout victory 
over the Tigers.

Baker County took advan-
tage of Lake Butler miscues 
to take the lead in the fourth 
inning, and then scored sev-
en runs in the fifth frame to 
pull away. Brady Chaunc-
ey drew the go-ahead bas-
es-loaded walk in the fourth 
inning one batter after Jamil 
Jones scored the game-tying 
run on a passed ball. Brody 
Griffis also drew an RBI walk 
after the team loaded the 
bases with no outs following 
two errors and a walk.

Easton Stevens went 2 
for 4 with a fourth-inning 
RBI. Tyce Moore batted 1 
for 3 with a two-run fifth-in-
ning single and third-inning 
sacrifice fly, which gave the 
B-Cats a 2-1 advantage.

Lake Butler briefly retook 
the lead with three runs in 
the fourth inning, includ-
ing Elixson’s two-run dou-
ble, before Baker County re-
gained control.

Titus Richardson’s two-
RBI single capped off the 
team’s high-scoring fifth in-
ning.

Dakota Dicks and Ethan 
Wilford, who batted 2 for 3, 

combined to allow just four 
hits in the game. Wilford 
also helped turn a 1-6-3 dou-
ble play to end the top of the 
fifth inning, which prevent-
ed Lake Butler from getting 
back into the game after Bak-
er County gained the lead in 
the previous frame.

Miller and Ty Walker 
combined to pitch a one-hit 
shutout on March 13, and the 
B-Cats ended a three-game 
skid with a 17-0 five-inning 
romp at Charlton County.

The team scored three 
runs in the first, second and 
fifth innings and eight runs 
in the fourth to pull away 
with the lopsided victory. Six 
B-Cats had multiple hits, led 
by Jase Knabb’s 3 for 4 out-
ing with an RBI, as the squad 
piled up 17 hits, which tied 
its highest total of the sea-
son.

Will Canaday batted 2 
for 2 with a bases-clearing 
fifth-inning double, which 
capped off the team’s scor-

ing.
Jones also doubled and 

drove in three RBIs. Moore 
went 2 for 3 with two RBIs, 
and Wilford also drove in a 
pair of runs.

Stevens, Luke Davis and 
Chauncey all also had two 
hits.

Baker County’s game 
scheduled for March 20 
against Wilkinson was can-
celed due to weather. The 
middle school program is set 
to host Lake Asbury March 
23 at 6 p.m. and Suwannee 
March 27 at 4 p.m.

Lady B-Cats remain 
undefeated

Another week, another 
set of victories by the BCMS 
Lady Bobcat softball team.

Emily Griffin went 2 for 
3 with a two-run home run 
and a double on March 15, 
and the Lady B-Cats (10-0) 
blew out visiting Lake Butler 
15-0 in four innings. The win 
marked the program’s sev-
enth shutout and fourth run-
rule victory of the season.

Pitcher Madison Lagle 
threw eight strikeouts in the 
two-hitter.

Emilee McCabe batted 2 
for 3 with a double, and hit 
the game-ending RBI single 
that capped off the team’s 
seven-run fourth inning. 
Brooklyn Kennedy sparked 
the inning with a two-run 
single to center field. 

Lake Butler committed 
four of its nine errors in the 
fourth inning, including one 
that scored two runs when 
Emma Richardson hit the 
ball to left field.

The blowout — Baker 
County’s sixth win by double 
digits — came two days after 
the squad’s closest game of 
the season.

Krista Crews hit two dou-
bles and scored the go-ahead 
run on March 13, lifting the 
Lady B-Cats to a tight 2-1 
win at Charlton County. She 
broke the 1-all tie in the top 
of the sixth inning by scoring 
from third base on an error 
by Charlton County’s short-

stop during Brooklyn Ken-
nedy’s at bat.

Four of Baker County’s 
five hits went for extra bases, 
including a pair of first-in-
ning doubles that gave the 
team an early lead. Griffin’s 
line drive double to left field 
plated Brooklyn Davis, who 
got on base with a one-out 
double to the same area.

The Lady B-Cats missed a 
chance to build a command-
ing lead, though, and strand-
ed runners at second and 
third base to end the opening 
frame.

Charlton County tied the 
game in the bottom of the 
third inning by scoring on an 
error.

Lagle pitched the com-
plete game, throwing 12 
strikeouts and allowing just 
three hits and no earned 
runs.
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Gracie Norman swings through the hit.

Dakota Dicks throws the pitch.
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Catcher Conner Brassart tags out Lake Butler’s Ayden Elixson at home plate.
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The BCHS Wildcat 
weightlifting team hopes to 
add another trophy to the 
large collection its gathered 
over the past decade.

The Cats will compete 
for their second straight 
Region 3-1A championship 
on March 24, which comes 
two weeks after the squad 
captured its third consecu-
tive District 6-1A title. Baker 
County will host the region-
al meet, and the first lifts are 
scheduled to start at 11:45 
a.m. Admission is $7.

But repeating atop the re-
gion won’t be easy.

Region 3-1A features 
some of the state’s best 
weightlifting programs, in-
cluding two teams that cap-
tured at least a share of the 
state title in each of the pre-
vious two seasons: Baker 
County in 2016 and Madi-
son County in 2017.

The region had five teams 
finish in the top seven at 
the state meet in 2017, in-
cluding the Cats finishing 
as runners-up and Union 
County, Bradford and Cedar 
Creek Christian placing fifth 
through seventh. 

Bradford, which won the 
first Region 3-1A champion-
ship in 2016, took third in 
the state meet that year, and 
Madison County and Or-
ange Park tied for ninth.

“We probably have the 
toughest region in the state 
of Florida both 1A and 2A,” 
head coach Scott McDonald 
said. “There’s nobody that’s 
going to go to a region like 
we’re going to go.”

The first-place lifter in 
each weight class earns an 
automatic bid into the Class 
1A Florida High School Boys 
Weightlifting State Champi-
onships, which is scheduled 
for April 6 in Panama City 

Beach.
The remaining scoring 

lifters — second through 
sixth place — will enter into 
a pool of lifters represent-
ing every region. The 12 best 
totals in each weight class 
among those lifters in the 
pool from throughout the 
state will also qualify for the 
state meet.

And coach McDonald ex-
pects Region 3-1A to be well 
represented in the Panhan-
dle.

“There’s like three weight 
classes in our region that 
probably all five — second 
through sixth place — will 
make it to the state weight-
lifting meet,” he said. 

With 15 lifters in the re-

gional competition, the Cats 
have to be smart about their 
lifts to maximize the num-
ber of qualifiers for the state 
meet, he said.

“Don’t go for big hopes 
and dreams,” coach Mc-
Donald said. “Let’s just put 
together a really solid to-
tal that will move them on 
and possibly get them to the 
pool.” 

LIFTER REGIONAL RANKINGS
Class Name Total Rank
119 Carson Padgett 375 1
129 Josh Dialo 405 2
129 DJ Duran 375 5
139 Marcus Dialo 500 1
139 Landon Prevatt 340 10
154 John Green 490 1
169 Dalton Simon 665 1
169 William Bloodsaw 560 3
183 Seth Paige 550 7
199 Brandon Combs 575 3
219 Ben Anderson 515 5
238 Kyle Griffis 615 2
238 Wesley Hall 520 5
Unlimited
 Cooper Hodges 695 4
 Tyler Burnsed 635 6

Regional lifting preview

ALCOHOLICS
ANONYMOUS 

Meetings Mon. - Sat. @ 8 pm
8981 S. SR 228, Macclenny

Meeting Monday @ 6:30 pm
93 N. 5th St., Macclenny
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*Queen & King Sets ONLY
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MATTRESS SET

32”
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301.95
REG. 
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$898Buckhead 91” reclining sofa 119394/97
67” reclining loveseat 119395/98
$878 reg. 1079.95

available in tan

GENUINE
LEATHER
GENUINE
LEATHER

INTEREST FREE!†24
months

†Promotional 24 month no interest offer is subject to credit approval and applies to a single 
receipt qualifying purchase on an approved Badcock account. Minimum purchase may be required. 

Equal payments are calculated by dividing the financed purchase by 24. See store for details.
 


