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What was called a computer 
malfunction in the Baker Coun-
ty tax collector’s office has given 
county commissioners some-
thing new to worry about as they 
struggle to achieve a balanced 
budget for 2014-15.

About $1.2 million in proper-
ty tax revenue that should have 
gone to the school district over 
the past five years was distribut-
ed, instead, to the county’s gen-
eral operating fund controlled 
by the county commission.

Now, while facing a 
$2,174,552 deficit in the next fis-
cal year, commissioners must 
reimburse the school district in 
annual lump sum payments of 
over $200,000 each, County 
Manager C.J. Thompson told 
commissioners during a budget 
workshop on the afternoon of 
July 1.

“There’s still quite a lot of 
work to be done (on the pro-
posed budget),” said Mr. 
Thompson moments before in-
troducing Amy Griffis, a clerk in 
the tax collector’s office, to ex-
plain the funding mishap.

Ms. Griffis said the prob-
lem stemmed from a 2008 ad-
ditional $25,000 homestead 
exemption that was granted to 
elderly Floridians in all taxing 
jurisdictions except school dis-
tricts, which were exempt from 
the additional tax break.

But through a computer 
“glitch,” Ms. Griffis said, the 
school district has been receiv-
ing underpayments of tax reve-
nue while the county and City of 
Macclenny have been receiving 
overpayments.

In other words, she said, “the 
school district got shorted and 
the other taxing authorities got 
too much.”

A review of the matter re-
vealed a few months ago that 
the tax distribution snafu was 
caused by computer software 
that has now been replaced, Ms. 
Griffis told commissioners.

“The problem has been cor-
rected,” she said. “We went with 
a new tax software system that 
was implemented in March.”

When commissioners asked 
how they can be assured the 
same tax distribution problem 

Collector
error adds
$200K to
the deficit 
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Three Baker County men were taken 
into custody during the last year as part 
of a federal investigation into what au-
thorities say is a Mexican meth distribu-
tion ring supplying a very pure form of 
the drug to buyers in Northeast Florida.

Archie Crook, 35, of Nassau County 
was buying ounces of the drug from the 
top supplier so far in the investigation, 
Ashley Chase Lee, 31, of Alma, GA, and 
then selling the meth to Robert Joseph 
Hartzog, 27, and Garrett Michael Fol-
lis, 27, both of Baker County, authorities 
said during a 1 pm press conference on 
July 2 at the sheriff’s office.

According to court records, some of 
the meth seized through undercover 
buys was 73.3 percent pure metham-
phetamine. Chad Cook, assistant special 
agent in charge of the DEA’s Jacksonville 
branch, said the purity level reached 98 
percent, however.

Mr. Hartzog and Mr. Follis are ac-
cused of distributing the drugs in Nassau 

and Duval counties, much of it from an 
apartment in Macclenny.

Between May and September of 2013,  
when most the trafficking occurred, Mr. 

Crook spent most 
of his time in Bak-
er County, rather 
than at his home 
in Nassau County, 
said sheriff’s office 
investigator Randy 
Crews, who serves 
on the regional DEA 
task force responsi-
ble for the sting.

Also arrested 
from Baker County 
and set to go to trial 

in September is Anthony Fisher, 35, of 
Sanderson. He began selling meth he ob-
tained from Mr. Crook, authorities said. 
Mr. Fisher was released on a $25,000 
bond while the other four suspects re-
main in custody.

Mr. Hartzog and Mr. Follis have al-
ready pleaded guilty to conspiracy to dis-
tribute methamphetamine as part of plea 
deals with U.S. Attorney A. Lee Bentley 
III of the Middle District of Florida.

“There is nothing more important to 
the United States Attorney’s office than 
prosecuting crimes that have a devas-
tating effect on local communities,” Mr. 
Bentley said at the press conference. 
“And the criminal conduct these indi-
viduals have been engaged in has been a 
scourge to Baker County and a lot of the 
more rural counties across Florida.”

He also praised the cooperation 
among local, state and federal law en-
forcement agencies.

“We really do have a partnership. We 
work well together. There is not a compe-
tition between the DEA and state agen-
cies,” the U.S. attorney said.

Robert Hartzog Garrett Follis

Anthony Fisher

 Photo by Joel Addington
Investigator Randy Crews discusses the case.

Local trio part of ‘pure’ meth pipeline
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The Baker County Chamber 
of Commerce’s third annual In-
dependence Day Celebration at 
Memorial Park the evening of 
July 4 was perhaps the best one 
yet, with no rain and good at-
tendance.

“The first year it was unbe-
lievably hot,” said Chamber 
director Darryl Register. “The 
next year it rained the whole 
time. But this year we got good 
weather.”

He said spectators began 
arriving shortly after the 5 pm 
start time and they just kept 
coming. Thunderstorms were 
scattered around the region 
Friday evening, but not in Mac-
clenny.

“It never rained a drop,” re-
counted Mr. Register. “It was 
overcast most of the day so that 
held the temperature just be-
low 90, rather than the 94 that 
was forecast. The entertain-
ment was great. People started 
arriving about 5:30 and the 
crowd started to build, and it 
continued to build and build. I 
didn’t see anybody leaving. Ev-
erybody was coming and stay-
ing.”

That certainly pleased the 
craft, food and drink vendors.

“All the vendors left happy,” 
Mr. Register said, adding that 
Brian Weeks, owner of a Cajun 
cuisine food truck that started 
operating in the city late last 
year, had his best day of sales 
ever. 

“From where I was at it [at-
tendance] looked pretty good. 
The parking lot was full,” said 

Lt. Mac Brinson of the City of 
Macclenny Fire Department, 
who discharged the fireworks 
himself.

He estimated the show fea-
tured 20-25 bursts ranging 

from nine to 35 rockets apiece, 
plus a finale of two, 120-rocket 
bursts to close the show. Most 
of the fireworks were donated 
by Phantom Fireworks, though 
the Chamber purchased addi-

tional ones. 
Mr. Register said the event 

cost about $1000 to stage. “All 
in all, it was just a good outing. 
We would we like to do more, 
but more costs more,” he said.

Purchase this photo at www.bakercountypress.com Photo by Jud Johnson
The fireworks display at Memorial Park in Macclenny on July 4th.

A Macclenny man com-
mitted suicide late on July 2 
while being pursued by sev-
eral county deputies in a high-
speed chase on CR 125 near 
Cuyler.

Nathan Keene, 46, had ear-
lier been in an altercation with 
his girlfriend during which he 
allegedly fired a shot from the 
same small caliber pistol he 
put to his head before his sil-
ver Toyota left the northbound 
lane of 125, striking a mailbox 
and then a tree.

Police had also been ad-
vised about 10:30 pm that Mr. 
Keene had briefly gone to the 
residence of an ex-wife just 
over the Georgia line, where 
he had a verbal confrontation 
with her. At the scene of the 
first incident on Gunter Lane 
off SR 121 north of Macclenny, 
witnesses told police that Mr. 
Keene said he was going to the 
ex-wife’s to kill her and him-
self.

Deputy Michael Antonini 
was the first officer to respond 
to the Gunter Lane call, and 
was told by witnesses Vickie 
Dicks and Zena Davis that Mr. 
Keene had left the scene after 
firing a shot as girlfriend An-
gela Lauramore, 30, drove off 
with her cousin Bryan Laura-
more, also 30, who intervened 
when the boyfriend was ac-
costing her. He also allegedly 
threatened to kill her.

Ms. Lauramore was treated 
at the Fraser Hospital emer-
gency room for unspecified 

Weather
cooperates
at 4th fete

Kills self
while cops
were after
him on 125
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injuries. Her cousin was not 
injured.

Sgt. Bill Starling, one of 
several deputies by then on 
the lookout for the Toyota, 
spotted it parked behind the 
Macedonia Store at the inter-
section of CRs 23A-23C. He 
activated the blue lights of his 
patrol vehicle as the suspect 
drove off north on 23-C, then 
turned west on Odis Yarbor-
ough Rd.

By then joined by Cpl. Koty 
Crews and Deputy Robert 
Simpkins, Sgt. Starling said 
Mr. Keene veered north on 
CR 125 without stopping, and 
nearly collided with another 
northbound vehicle in the pro-
cess.

He also noted that during 
the initial chase, Mr. Keene il-
luminated an interior light in 
his vehicle and appeared to be 
placing an object against his 
head.

Following the accident, 
the deputies said they drew 
firearms while approaching 
the Toyota and yelling for 
the driver to show his hands. 
When Sgt. Starling grabbed 
the shirt of the slumping driv-
er to bring him to an upright 
position, he realized that Mr. 
Keene shot himself in the left 
temple.

A double-barrel “derringer” 
type pistol was found on the 
floorboard.

Mr. Keene was due in cir-
cuit court this week for a case 
management hearing on a 
pending grand theft charge in-
volving two portable genera-
tors last April.

He had a spotty and trou-
bled criminal past dating back 
to the late 1990s, and was on 
probation for a year in 2013 
for violating a domestic vio-
lence protection order. Other 
arrests were for crimes rang-
ing from grand theft to battery 
and stalking — all dropped by 
prosecutors.

From page 1
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Narcotics 
aNoNymous

We are a group of recovering addicts 
who meet regularly to help each 
other stay clean. IT WORKS!!

Meetings are held at the  
Baker County Health Department on  
Tuesdays & Thursdays 6:45 p.m.–7:45 p.m.
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Budget deficit 
solutions for
Baker County

With the county facing a bud-
get deficit topping $2 million 
for the coming fiscal year, what 
should county commissioners do 
to close the gap?

Cam Matthew Hayes: Per-
haps lifting Sunday prohibition 
would encourage a snowball ef-
fect of business growth.

Kineard Burnsed: Ask Rick 
Scot for the money? 80% of the 
county voted for him. Ask him to 
help us out?

Sharon Ingram: Audit all 
county offices to see where staff-
ing cuts can be made, reduce 
county vehicles and equipment 
(don’t replace them until main-
tenance cost is more than re-
placement) and stop employees 
from using vehicles for private 
use, stop pouring money into 
the failing jail, reduce or elimi-
nate impact fees so new homes/
businesses can be afforded. A 
fair tax system would also help 
so everyone helps pay the bills 
and not just home owners. No 
alcohol on Sunday will be nec-
essary.

Floyd Lee Crews: Maybe cut 
some of the county vehicles and 

try to keep fuel costs and main-
tenance cost down. Commis-
sioners are voted in; if you’re not 
happy make sure you vote next 
time. I’m not against Sunday al-
cohol sales but without any en-
tertainment a big time restau-
rant would fizzle out as well.

Nick Mercorella: I’ve been 
here 1.5 years and have made 
a lot of friends. People are not 
the problem. Alcohol on Sunday 
makes sense, especially after 12 
pm. Also a movie theater or oth-
er entertainment would help. 
Maybe a cinema draft house 
kind of thing. Also, I’m always 
for spending control instead of 
tax increases and get out of bed 
with Feds on jail. Any involve-
ment with the federal govern-
ment is a losing proposition.

Matthew Arnold: An easy 
fix. Allow more companies to 
make a home here. Encourage 
development. You don’t need 
to allow alcohol to be sold on 
Sundays. But you need to have 
the people who are going to 
push for it. I moved here four 
years ago and let me tell you. 
y’all aren’t to keen to outsiders. 
If I was a business man looking 
to plant roots here I would think 
twice. Business development = 
employment, and that will draw 
in more families. Its not rocket 
science, but you have to have 
people who aren’t afraid to go 

for it.

Janet Rigney: Allow alcohol 
on Sunday to get some real res-
taurants in here. The old timers 
will just have to wake up that 
this is 2014 and maybe then you 
can pave the dirt roads people 
live on so their cars don’t get ru-
ined when they wash out every 
time it rains.

Allison Broughton: I think 
Jimmy Bennett has it right; cut 
the impact fees and get some 
new homes in the county, with 
people moving in to Baker and 
paying taxes and using our local 
stores. He’s got my vote.

Adam Giddens: Allison, I 
have supported a resolution on 
placing a moratorium (a stop) 
on impact fees every year I have 
been a commissioner. It has 
passed every year. This means 
there is a zero impact fee being 
imposed by the county. In fact, 
we just renewed this resolution 
at our last meeting. I agree that 
doing this is one way to try to 
help boost houses being built in 
our county which increases the 
tax roll. Your idea is good, just 
letting you know it is has been 
done the entire time I have been 
in office and it is being done 
now.

James Wood: It is those 
county commissioners, whose 
foresight only goes a far as the 
next election and continually 
vote against bringing in busi-
nesses such as Oldcastle, that 
are to blame. While not a solu-
tion for next year, allowing more 
business development will pay 
dividends down the road.

Cameron Coward: Fix the 
millions of dollars being fun-
neled into the jail. That is the al-
pha and omega of the county’s 
budget problems.

Jim Rigney: You people are 
heathens if you think you can 
drink on Sunday. You will go 
straight to hell; wake up Baker 
County  and get with the pro-
gram.

Amberlong Lilbubbadavis: 
Pay cuts. Did yall see the annual 
pay for various  “supervisors” in 
the paper?

Curtis Green: Selling alcohol 
on Sunday is not going to make 
up a $2 million (deficit). There’s 
not enough drunks in the coun-
ty for that, and when they’re 
drunk they don’t go out to eat. 
Maybe pot is the answer, we 

have some of the finest growers 
right here in Baker County.

Barry Melton: Cut frivo-
lous spending, fraud, waste 
and abuse.  We are a growing 
county with antiquated views 
and methods of how a county 
should be run. Booze and more 
restaurants isn’t the answer. 
When I see a county or city ve-
hicle being driven to Starbucks 
for everyone’s morning coffee, 
however, I can only imagine 
other ways our tax dollars are 
being abused on a larger scale. 
The unemployment rate here is 
high. Getting jobs in the county, 
which means getting businesses 
in the county (not more places 
to eat — real businesses) would 
put people to work and increase 
spending here which increases 
county revenue.

John Ploxa: Perhaps broad-
ening the market base and lure 
(white collar) industry into the 
county such as a large white 
collar industrial park instead of 
blue. Times are changing and 
we have to change with them. 
Old school politics don’t work 
anymore.

Christopher Brown: Being 
new to the area I’ve noticed 
some factories and stores that 
look like they’ve not been open 
in a long time. Any grants avail-
able to business owners that 
might want to take over some-
thing existing? This would bring 
in some tax revenue. My second 
suggestion is to take a look at 
how much land the country 
owns that can be sold.

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
TO JOIN THE DISCUSSION

I’m getting ready to go to a 
1-year-old’s birthday party. 

No, it’s not a niece or nephew. 
It’s a dog. Lucy Lu, Sara Beth’s 

dog.
What can I say? She’s a cute 

dog, who has meant a lot to Sara 
Beth. Add to that the fact that the 
dog is crazy about me and I have to 
be there. More importantly, I want 
to be there.

Children and animals really like 
me. I can’t explain it. I like children 
just fine, and animals pretty well. 
But as a general rule, I’m a little 
surprised they like me.

Dogs that would normally bite, 
like guard dogs, don’t bite me. I 
once walked into a lady’s yard to 
pick up a cake and she was shocked 
when she answered the door and 
her usually vicious Doberman Pin-
cers were sniffing me and licking 
my hand.

Can’t explain it.
Lucy Lu is a special dog. Not just 

because she’s cute as a bug and fol-
lows me around wherever I go but 
because of the effect that she’s had on Sara Beth. 

Sara Beth got Lucy Lu right before her horrific car accident on 
October 1. Lucy was a tiny little thing and stayed with friends of 
Sara’s husband Aaron while Sara was fighting for her life in the hos-
pital.

On Sara’s birthday, Aaron brought Lucy to the hospital. It was 
the first time Sara Beth had been out of her room and she was 
wheeled down to the lobby. Lucy lay in her lap and licked her and it 
was wonderful to watch.

She has been like that ever since, an integral part of Sara Beth’s 
recovery. Health professionals recognize the tremendous positive 
effect animals can have on humans. When she was in Atlanta at 
the Shepherd Center, they regularly had pet therapy and brought 
service dogs into the center to see the patients. It was amazing how 
even the most critically injured patients perked up when a German 
Shepherd lay its head in their lap to have its ears scratched. When 
she transferred down to Brooks Rehab they had the same service.

Lucy Lu has turned herself into Sara Beth’s own therapy dog. 
Well, that’s not true, she’s adopted all of us. She is able to detect 
Sara’s moods and feelings and if she’s having a bad day, Lucy climbs 
into her lap to make her feel better. You can’t tell me that dogs can’t 
understand the needs of their owner. I’ve seen it too many times.

She’s part Pomeranian, part Shih Tzu and part Pekinese. She 
looks so much like a Ewok from Star Wars that just looking at her 
makes you laugh. At least she does me, and laughter is always a 
good thing. 

Though not really a dog person, I have had them in all shapes 
and sizes.

Growing up we had a big Boxer named Duke, who was a sweet 
dog. For years I had a mutt named Snoopy who I missed terribly 
when I went away for the first time to college. Since then we have 
had a wonderful Chow named Bear, who the kids loved and who 
ruled the neighborhood. Bear was convinced that the entire street 
belonged to him and woe be it to any dog who didn’t agree.

We had an equally wonderful dog named Prissy who adopted us 
in a very strange way. During a performance of The Nutcracker, 
Prissy wandered in through the girl’s dressing room door, trotted 
on stage during a performance and sat down among the costumed 
actors on stage watching the dances. When the scene was over, she 
trotted off stage with the actors and came on a few scenes later to 
do the same thing.

How could we not adopt a dog who had decided to become an 
actress? She was probably the smartest dog we ever had.

Lucy Lu is also a drama dog, very at home on stage and when she 
comes to visit me when I’m working at the auditorium she climbs 
the stairs and wanders around on the stage like she owns the place.

She was in our recent production of Little Women, the purse dog 
of Aunt March and came on stage whenever she did. Lucy would lie 
in her lap and watch the audience and the actresses as they did their 
scene. She never fussed or tried to get down and get off the stage. 
She was perfectly happy as the drama dog.

This fall we are doing the Wiz and she will be Toto. I’ve done The 
Wizard of Oz and the Wiz several times over the last 30 years but 
never with a real dog as Toto. It was always a small child. We’ll see 
how that goes.

So, I’m back from the birthday party now. Lucy greeted me at the 
door like she hadn’t seen me in years. She did that to everyone and 
they all picked her up or played with her.

About fifteen people feted Lucy Lu and almost all of them brought 
her presents. Her parents were both there to enjoy the fun and the 
dog toys and Sara had made her a dog food cake with a candle. At 
one point, Sara Beth smiled at me and said, “If I go to this much 
trouble for a dog, imagine how it will be when you have a grand 
baby?”

True, but at the moment, I’m enjoying the grand dog. 

My Side of
the Matter

ROBERT GERARD

Sara Beth and Lucy Lu

Lucy Lu made a
mighty difference
during her first year

Alcoholics Anonymous

Meetings  
Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays at 8 p.m. 

8981 South SR 228, Macclenny

We are a group of recovering addicts who meet regularly  
to help each other stay clean. IT WORKS!!

As simple as an e-mail.....
If you have any information you 

think we need to know, send it to:

editor@bakercountypress.com

The Baker County Press
 104 South Fifth St.
 904-259-2400

Check it out...
bakercountypress.com
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Serving
Baker County
for over 35 years

specializing in...

Real Estate
Family Law
Personal Injury

Hugh D. Fish, Jr. J.D.

34 S. Fifth Street | Macclenny | hughfi sh@setel.net

259-6606
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before 
you decide, ask us to send you free written information about our qualifications and experience.

30 years serving 
the public & private sector 

It’s more than a job – 
it’s a commitment to others.

1974 – 1978 City of Jacksonville, Motor Vehicle Inspection 
Clerk

1983 - 1985 Assistant Bid Clerk, City of Jacksonville, 
Purchasing Division

1987 - 1991 Licensed Realtor

1989 - 1996 Deputy Clerk, Baker County Clerk of 
Courts

1995 - 1999 Owner/operator, G & J Foods Glen Saint 
Mary

2000 - 2008 Baker County Commissioner District 1

2 years Chairman of the Board of County 
Commissioners

6 years Chairman of the Local Disadvantaged 
Transportation Board

6 years New River Solid Waste Board

8 years New River Library Cooperative Board

6 years Northeast Florida Regional Planning Council 
Board

2011 - Present Deputy Clerk, Baker County Clerk of 
Courts 

ELECT Julie B. Combs 
for Clerk of Courts on August 26.

Paid by Julie B. Combs, Democrat, for Baker County Clerk of Courts.

for

The Clair Winston House, LLC

ASSISTED LIVING FACILITY
A ‘live-in’ full service facility
offering 24/7 tailored care

Limited openings available!

904-402-1079

You want what’s best for your loved one...SO DO WE!

AL12481

A home-like environment for those who do not desire a nursing home setting.

That cooperation helped 
authorities seize more than 
200 grams of meth during the 
investigation worth between 
$9000 and $10,700, Investi-
gator Crews explained. He said 
no guns were seized in the op-
eration but they were present 
at times.

An undercover individual 
working with the DEA task 
force reportedly bought meth 
from Mr. Hartzog, Mr. Follis 
and others. Authorities say the 
pair first sold the individual 
two ounces of meth for $2500 
on July 1 of last year and the 
transaction was recorded on 
audio and video. The individu-
al continued to make buys and 
eventually made contact with 
Mr. Lee, court records show.

If convicted on their charg-
es of conspiracy to distribute 
50 or more grams of metham-
phetamine, all four suspects 
face a mandatory minimum of 

10 years up to life in a federal 
prison.

Investigator Crews said the 
high purity level of the seized 
meth likely means it was manu-
factured in Mexico, as the more 
crude methods of manufactur-
ing the drug, which are more 
common in Baker County, 
doesn’t come close the purity 
levels found in the seized drugs.

“It’s basically junk meth is 
what it is,” he said of the locally 
made product.

The investigation into what 
authorities dubbed “Operation 
Summer Ice” is ongoing and 
more suspects could be target-
ed in the future, according to 
the investigator, whose spent 
12 years on the DEA task force.

During several months last 
summer, he said large quanti-
ties of the drug were distributed 
by the group in Baker, Nassau 
and Duval counties. “This was 
our sole biggest group [deal-
ing in] methamphetamine at 

the time ... There were several 
pounds attributed to this group 
that came into Baker County,” 
said Investigator Crews.

The suspects were taken into 
custody on the following dates: 
Mr. Lee, the alleged “source of 
the supply,” on April 9, 2014; 
Mr. Crook on May 29, 2014; 
Mr. Hartzog on December 17, 
2013; Mr. Fisher on April 10, 
2103 and Mr. Follis on Febru-
ary 28, 2014.

“For a long time in Baker 
we weren’t tasked with deal-
ing with meth,” said Sheriff 
Joey Dobson at the press con-
ference. “But when the pills 
became sidelined, the meth 
became a problem ... To take 
this pure meth off the street 
certainly will help our county, 
maybe save some lives.”

From page 1

Summer Ice: local men nabbed
by feds in ‘pure meth’ pipeline

won’t happen again, Ms. Griffis said the iden-
tical software has been used in numerous oth-
er counties without any problems.

“We’re pretty confident in this new sys-
tem,” she said. “Twenty other counties in 
Florida use the same system.”

The first of five reimbursement install-
ments to the school district - $204,000 - was 
made in November 2013 by Tax Collector 
Gene Harvey, who diverted tax revenue from 
the commission to the school district one 
month after the 2013-14 budget year began.

That left the county with $204,000 less in 
the budget than was reported as anticipated 
revenue in 2013-14. The board also must now 
prepare a budget with less money than it had 
anticipated two weeks ago.

But matters could have been worse if the 
school district had not been willing to accept 
reimbursement from the county over five 
years.

“I’m grateful,” Mr. Thompson said. “The 
school district could have said we want all our 
money now and we would be obligated to pay 
it.”

Not only were commissioners upset to 
hear about the additional financial woes, they 
were particularly peeved to learn from the 
county manager that he wasn’t even made 
aware of the problem by the tax collector’s of-
fice  until June 27. 

“The board should have been made aware 
a lot sooner than this - before we got right in 
the middle our budget cycle,” Commission 
Chairman Jimmy Anderson said.

“I agree,” said Commissioner Adam Gid-

dens.
Commissioners recently learned that 

the deficit would not be as great as they had 
feared because health insurance costs were 
not going to increase half a million dollars as 
originally anticipated. That good news was 
quickly negated by the bad news from the Col-
lector Harvey’s office.

“Pretty much everything we saved on in-
surance was erased by the taxing error,” said 
Commissioner James Croft.

The county manager concurred.
“We got a little bit of victory with the in-

surance and it got undone that quickly,” Mr. 
Thompson said, describing the tax distri-
bution error as “a pretty rare, fluky kind of 
thing.”

The county manager did have some good 
news to share with commissioners, however: 
As a result of slightly higher property values 
the current tax, or millage, rate of 7.2916 will 
produce 3.27 percent more revenue than it 
did last year.

Based on the new millage calculation the 
county expects to receive $24,761,653 in 
property tax revenue in 2014-15, which be-
gins Oct. 1.

With anticipated expenses of $26,936,205, 
the board has some tough decisions to make 
for reducing a $2,174,552 deficit by:

1. Raising property taxes, which commis-
sioners have refused to do for the past several 
years, and possibly raising special assessment 
fees on fire protection, emergency medical 
services and solid waste disposal.

2. Slashing expenses, and thus services, in 
a budget officials say is already tight, or...

3. Once again siphoning more money from 

the county’s $6.5 million reserve fund, a move 
that could erode the county’s credit rating.

County auditors recommend the reserve 
fund balance be maintained at 25 percent of 
budgeted expenses, Mr. Thompson said, add-
ing that going below that point “could affect 
the county’s ability to borrow or bond mon-
ey.”

The county would need $6.7 million in re-
serves to meet the 25 percent goal based on 
the proposed $26.9 million in expenditures 
next year.

Any special assessment fee increases - in 
fire protection, emergency medical services or 
solid waste - must be approved by July 1 each 
year, which means they could not be imple-
mented until 2015-16, Mr. Thompson said.

Commissioner Gordon Crews said the 
budget is “as lean as I think we can get it with-
out laying people off.”

He also said the board may have to consid-
er privatizing certain departments, including 
emergency medical services, reducing road 
maintenance and cutting employee retire-
ment and health insurance benefits, as well 
as salaries.

Commissioner Anderson, however, said he 
wants to keep a 3 percent employee pay hike 
in the budget because county workers “de-
serve a raise” after six straight years without 
one.

On the other hand, the board chairman 
said commissioners “have to get this bud-
get under control,” adding, “We can’t keep 
spending money we don’t have...The next 
cuts could be people.”

The next budget workshop will begin at 3 
pm on July 15.

From page 1

Collector’s error adds to the deficit...

JON SHUMAKE  
jonshu@live.com

A Fernandina Beach man 
was arrested the early morn-
ing of July 6 for domestic bat-
tery after an argument with his 
girlfriend turned physical while 
they were staying at his uncle’s 
residence in Macclenny for the 
Fourth of July.

Complainant Charles Din-
kins told Deputy Justin Yin-
gling he heard yelling and 
screaming coming from the 
bedroom of his nephew Chris-
tian Dinkins, 31, and his girl-
friend Jessica McKenzie. Ms. 
McKenzie told the officer Chris-
tian Dinkins woke her up and 
an argument ensued that in-
volved her boyfriend cursing at 
her.

She told him to get out of her 
face several times before push-
ing him away. He responded 
by allegedly slapping her in the 
face with an open palm.

The two began to wrestle 
and the pushing and shoving 
led into the living room, where 
the suspect’s uncle stopped the 
altercation. Charles Dinkins 
began to call the police when 
Christian Dinkins fled the resi-
dence and left in his uncle’s car 
prior to Dep. Yingling’s arrival.

The deputy returned to the 
residence at 644 W. South 
Blvd. when he learned the sus-
pect had returned. The officer 
found Christian Dinkins hid-
ing in the closet of the bedroom 
where the incident took place. 
The suspect denied anything 
happened when asked how he 

got the scratch on the side of 
his head, the suspect told the 
officer it came from “making 
love.”

Due to Ms. McKenzie’s inju-
ries and Charles Dinkins’ state-
ment, the suspect was arrested. 

In a similar incident, a Mac-
clenny teenager was arrested 
the night of June 30 for do-
mestic battery after she was in-
volved in a physical altercation 
with her grandmother.

Donna Lancaster of Mac-
clenny took her 15-year-old 
granddaughter to a male 
friend’s house, and when they 
arrived he refused to let the 
teenager stay after finding out 
her age. Mrs. Lancaster told 
Corporal Christopher Walker 
that the juvenile became vio-
lent after they returned to their 
residence at 6803 S. SR 121. 
The teen made threats to harm 
each person and cursed at her 
mother Tonya Christ.

Mrs. Lancaster told her 
granddaughter to stop, which 
is when the 15-year-old alleg-
edly started the physical alter-
cation. The grandmother told 
the officer she struggled to get 
the suspect off her and the ju-
venile’s grandfather Donald 
Lancaster was unable to get 
her to stop. Mrs. Christ said she 
had to pull her daughter off the 
grandmother and Mrs. Lan-
caster said the teenager didn’t 
stop until she knew the police 
were called.

Four days later a Sanderson 
man was named in a criminal 
complaint for domestic battery 

after he struck his wife during 
an argument over monetary 
problems and then left the resi-
dence early the morning of July 
4.

Deputy Michael Antonini 
spoke with victim Bridgette 
Myers, who said she became 
engaged in an altercation with 
her husband Wayne Myers, 52, 
after she arrived home around 
1 am. After several minutes of 
arguing, Mr. Myers allegedly 

punched her in the left eye. He 
then left the residence on foot 
in an unknown direction. Dep. 
Antonini canvassed the area 
but was unable to locate the 
suspect.

Batters girlfriend while visiting on 4th

ALCOHOLICS
ANONYMOUS 

Meetings Mon., Wed. & Fri. 
at 8 pm

8981 S. SR 228, Macc.

JOEL ADDINGTON
MANAGING EDITOR  

reporter@bakercountypress.com

An unidentified 27-year-
old Macclenny man was hit by 
a semi-truck about 11:30 p.m. 
Wednesday in Nassau County 
and later died, according to the 
Florida Highway Patrol.

The man, whose name has 
not been released yet by the 
agency, was walking in the 
center of the north travel lane 
on U.S. 1 at Pratt Siding Road 
in Hilliard and struck from be-
hind, FHP said.

The driver of the semi was 
Robert Scott Bowen, 40, of 
Bowdon, GA. He was not in-
jured in the crash.

The victim was taken to UF 
Health, formerly Shands, in 
Jacksonville. There is a pend-
ing investigation into whether 
alcohol played a role in the ac-
cident.

Sgt. Dylan Bryan of FHP 
said early this week the victim 
had not been positively iden-
tified by his next of kin. Once 
that happens, he said, his name 
will be released.

FHP yet
to name
fatality

Subscribe to  
our E - edition

www.bakercountypress.com
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NARCOTICS 
ANONYMOUS

We are a group of recovering addicts who 
meet regularly to help each other stay 

clean. IT WORKS!!
Meetings are held at the 

Baker County Health Department 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays 

6:45 p.m.-7:45 p.m.

Summer will be
gone before
you know it!
Make your child’s
appointment NOW
for Dental Cleanings
& Treatments
at the

Baker County Health Department

Call 259-6291 ext. 2282

Baker County Health Department
480 W. Lowder St., Macclenny
(904) 259-6291
www.healthybaker.org | www.doh.state.fl .us/chdbaker

COUNTRY FEDERAL
C R E D I T  U N I O N

602 S. Sixth Street,  Macclenny • 259-6702
100 S. Lima Street, Baldwin • 266-1041

BANK ONLINE 24/7
www.countryfcu.com

48 month
1.30% APR | 1.31% APY

60 month
1.55% APR | 1.56% APY

6 month
.45% APY

12 month
.50% APY

24 month
.65% APY

36 month
1.10% APY

$500 minimum deposit

JON SHUMAKE 
jonshu@live.com

A 17-year-old Jacksonville 
female was arrested the night 
of July 1 for felony possession 
of a controlled substance after 
the driver of the vehicle she was 
in was pulled over for reckless 
driving on I-10 in Macclenny.

Deputy Christopher Walker 
learned a driver was forcing 
other vehicles off the roadway 
after dispatch had received nu-
merous calls about the driv-
er, later identified as Thomas 
Dickson Jr., 23, of Orange Park. 

The officer saw other cars 
veer off the road to avoid col-
liding with the suspect vehicle. 
The vehicle then crossed lanes 
into the grass, where it came to 
a stop. 

Dep. Walker made contact 
with Mr. Dickson, who was ly-
ing back in the driver’s seat 
with his eyes closed with the 
vehicle running and in gear. 
The deputy had to announce 
himself loudly to wake the sus-
pect up. The deputy asked for 
Mr. Dickson’s driver’s license, 
and the suspect tried to remove 
his license from his wallet for 
about seven minutes before fi-
nally handing it to the officer.

During the stop, Dep. Walk-
er noticed passenger McKenzie 
Cole was acting suspiciously by 
talking on the phone and not 

making eye contact with him. 
While running a computer 
check, the officer saw the teen 
moving around and reaching 
under the passenger seat and 
into the center console. Both 
suspects were asked to step out 
of the vehicle.

While exiting the vehicle, 
Ms. Cole removed an unknown 
item from the door and threw it 
under the vehicle. After detain-
ing the suspects and waiting for 
backup, Dep. Walker found two 
Hydrocodone pills in the grass 
under the passenger door. The 
officer later found two Clonaze-
pam pills in the passenger door 
where Ms. Cole had removed 
the other pills.

The teenager was arrested 
for the felony drug charges 
while Mr. Dickson was taken 
to county jail for reckless driv-
ing and was given a citation for 
driving on a suspended license.

In another incident, a Glen 
St. Mary man was arrested 
the early morning of July 5 on 
charges of corruption by threat 
and openly carrying  a firearm 
after police found him in his 
truck in a ditch with a handgun.

Dep. Walker responded to 
the area of Crews Road and 
Bertha Mae Harris Road  and 
found Shawn Dudley, 47, sit-
ting in the driver’s seat with 
the gun in the passenger’s seat. 
He tried to open the door be-

cause Mr. Dudley appeared 
to be passed out, but all the 
doors were locked. The officer 
knocked on the window and 
the suspect raised his head, but 
it took him a couple minutes to 
open the door.

A highway patrolman ar-
rived on the scene and Mr. 
Dudley became aggressive with 
both officers and refused to an-
swer any questions about how 
his truck got into the ditch. He 
told Dep. Walker and Deputy 
John Minkel that they would 
pay for this when they see him 
again and that he would let the 
officers shoot him if they need 
target practice. Mr. Dudley 
laughed at Dep. Walker when 
the officer said he’ll be taking 
the gun.

The suspect continued 
threatening the officers as he 
was placed in the patrol car.

In another incident, Brian 
Vasquez, 29, of Macclenny was 
arrested the evening of June 
30 for driving a motorcycle 
without a license after Deputy 
Daryl Mobley confirmed the 
suspect didn’t have proper en-
dorsement. A check revealed 
Mr. Vasquez was issued a ticket 
for driving a motorcycle with-
out an endorsement in August 
2013 and the suspect told the 
officer he was warned not to 
drive the previous night.

Passenger had illegal pills

JON SHUMAKE 
jonshu@live.com

A Glen St. Mary man was 
arrested the morning of July 4 
for driving under the influence 
of crack and multiple other 
drug charges after police found 
his car was loaded with drug 
equipment during a traffic stop 
for driving without a seat belt.

Deputy Daryl Mobley 
stopped Stephen Chess-
man, 39, at the intersection of 
Lowder Street and US 90 and 
noticed 
the sus-
pect and 
passen-
ger Les-
lie Star-
ling, 43, 
of Sand-
erson ap-
peared to 
be ner-
vous. The 
Ohio li-
cense 
plate on 
Mr. Chessman’s Nissan expired 
in December and both the sus-
pect and passenger’s driver’s li-
censes were suspended.

The suspect denied having 
anything illegal in his car and 
was unsteady on his feet after 
exiting the vehicle. Dep. Mob-
ley patted down Mr. Chessman 
and found a glass smoking pipe 
with marijuana residue on the 
end. The suspect emptied his 
pockets and revealed another 
pipe with steel wool shoved in 
one end.

Dep. Mobley then checked 
the car’s driver area and 
found a pack of cigarettes that 
contained a glass pipe with 
scorched steel wool and a Hy-
drocodone pill. The front cen-
ter console held another pack 
of cigarettes that contained a 
glass pipe with more wool. 

The officer located two Dra-
mamine bottles in the center 
console. Multiple burnt pieces 
of wool were inside one bottle 
and trace amounts of crack co-
caine were in the other.

Dep. Mobley also found a 
broken glass pipe wedged into 
the seat and a round peach-col-
ored pill with a heart imprint 
located under the front seat.

A bag on the passenger floor-
board contained a clear plastic 
bag with 31 unknown purple 

pills with a white substance 
and a small amount of marijua-
na, another small bag of mari-
juana, burnt pieces of wool, 21 
Gabapentin capsules and sev-
eral bottles of Mr. Chessman’s 
prescribed medication.

Several loose pieces of wool 
and pill bottles belonging to 
Mr. Chessman’s sister were 
also found in the vehicle.

Due to the items found and 
the suspect’s demeanor, Dep. 
Mobley asked to conduct a field 
sobriety test. Mr. Chessman 
agreed and said he was “fine” 
and that he had “smoked like 
three hours ago.” He admitted 
to smoking crack when ques-
tioned by the officer.

After failing the test, Mr. 
Chessman was arrested for 
DUI, possession of a controlled 
substance without a prescrip-
tion, possession of cocaine, 
possession of drug parapher-
nalia and possession of mari-
juana.

In a similar incident, two 
men were arrested just after 
midnight on July 4 on separate 
drug charges, including felony 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance without a prescription, 
after they were pulled over 
when the driver didn’t come 
to a complete stop at two stop 
signs.

Deputy Trey McCullough 
stopped driver Bobby Walker, 
19, of Sanderson after the of-
ficer saw him commit the traf-
fic infractions on Blair Street. 
After issuing the suspect two 
verbal warnings, the deputy 
searched the driver and found 
four Hydrocodone pills in Mr. 
Walker’s pocket.

Dep. McCullough then 
searched passenger David 
Walker, 22, of Glen St. Mary 
and found a small amount of 
marijuana in his underwear.

The deputy began searching 
the truck and located an addi-
tional Oxycodone pill under-
neath the driver’s seat.

Bobby Walker was charged 
with possession of a controlled 
substance and David Walker 
was charged with misdemean-
or possession of marijuana.

In another drug-related in-
cident, a cashier at Walmart 
found a bag containing seven 
Oxycontin pills the afternoon 
of July 3 on the store’s floor.

JOEL ADDINGTON
MANAGING EDITOR  

reporter@bakercountypress.com

A Macclenny man was ar-
rested for allegedly exposing 
himself to a 15-year-old girl on 
June 28 after being questioned 
by police the same day.

It’s unclear when the alleged 
incident involving suspect Ed-
ward George Gregory, 26, hap-
pened as police were given 
conflicting dates from those in-
volved in the investigation.

According to the offense 
report from sheriff’s office on 
the case, it reportedly occurred 
sometime within the last four 
years.

Sheriff’s office investigators 
found text messages on Mr. 
Gregory’s phone between him 
and other subject involved in 
the investigation showing “the 
two were conspiring to keep 
the facts in this case from being 
known by law enforcement,” 
Investigator Matt Yarborough 
stated in the report.

The initial allegation 
brought to the attention of po-
lice by family of the victim was 
that she was raped by an un-
known assailant near the end 
of the school year. 

In an interview with Investi-
gator Tracie Benton, who han-
dles sex crimes for BCSO, the 
victim described her alleged 
attacker as “a chunky white 
male taller than her with two 
diamond earrings and about 
17-18 years old,” Investigator 
Benton’s report shows.

She also alleged Mr. Greg-
ory exposed himself to her 
while she showered and that 
she ordered him to get out of 
the shower and he complied. 
She said no sexual activity took 
place with the suspect then or 
ever, the report notes.

Mr. Gregory was also inter-
viewed by Investigator Benton, 
who stated he admitted to acci-
dentally walking in on the vic-
tim in the shower, but he didn’t 
remember getting in the show-
er with her. He later contradict-
ed that statement and said he 
did so, according to the report.

Mr. Gregory was then ar-
rested and booked into county 
jail. He faces charges of lewd 
and lascivious exhibition and 
voyeurism.

Arrest for
indecent
exposure
on teenager

Vehicle ‘loaded’
with drugs, etc.

Stephen Chessman
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Treatment rooms are private and confi dential.

Who needs dental insurance?

www.macclennydentalclub.com

653-3333 • 571 S. 6th Street
Derrick Carter, D.M.D.

WE HAVE A BETTER PLAN!

MacclennyDentalSmileClub.com
3 plans to fi t your needs, ALL with NO annual limits,

NO waiting period, NO deductible, NO exclusions,
NO missing tooth clause, NO calendar year max,

NO waiting to verify coverage and
NEVER see an increase in your monthly cost

LegaL Notices
NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

CASE NO: 2014-TD-002

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that OCTAVIO LIM the 
holder of the following certificate, has filed said 
certificate for a tax deed to be issued thereon. 
The certificate number and year of issuance, the 
description of the property and the names in which 
it was assessed are as follows:

Certificate Number: 07-00618

Year of issuance: 2007

Description of property: 
A lot beginning 534 feet west of northeast 
corner of SE1/4 of SW1/4 of SW1/4 of 
Section 32 in Township 2 South of Range 
22 East, then run north 311 feet, then run 
west 133.5 feet, then run south 311 feet, 
then run east 133.5 feet to place of 
beginning, all in Section 32, Township 2 
South, Range 22 East.

All of said property being located in Baker 
County, Florida.

Name in which assessed: Lewis Moore

Unless such certificate or certificates shall be 
redeemed according to the law, the property 
described herein will be sold to the highest bidder 
at the front door of the Baker County Courthouse, 
Macclenny, Florida on Thursday, October 17, 2014 
at 11:00 a.m.

Dated this 16th  day of June, 2014.
Al Fraser

Clerk of Court
Baker County, Florida

By: Julie B. Combs 
Deputy Clerk

6/19-7/10c

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Baker County District School Board will hold the 
following public hearing on Monday, July 21, 
2014, at the District School Board Room located 
at 270 South Boulevard East, Macclenny, Florida, 
beginning at 5:00 p.m. The following items will be 
considered at the public hearing: 

2.02 Organization, Membership and 
Officers of the Board

2.16 Prohibiting Discrimination, Including 
Sexual and Other Forms of 
Harassment

2.18 Strategic Planning 
2.20 Wellness Program
4.01 Student Progression Plan
4.02 The Curriculum
4.013 Academic Acceleration
4.017 Early High School Graduation
4.06 Student Clubs and Organizations
4.09 Athletics
4.22 Participation of Home Education, 

Private School and Virtual School 
Students in Extracurricular Activities

5.03 Student Assignment
5.101 Bullying, Threats and Harassment
5.17 Student Injuries
5.30 Special Dietary Needs
6.35 option 2 Use of Sick Leave by Family 

Members or Employees
6.53 Suspension with Partial or No Pay
7.06 School Food Service Funds
8.22 Safety Belts 
8.24 Meal Patterns
8.25 Free and Reduced Price Meals
8.251 Summer Nutrition Program 
8.255 School Breakfast Program
8.400 Sale Price of Meals

 
The public is invited and encouraged to attend. The 
documents will be available for preview on Monday 
through Thursday (8:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.) at the 
Superintendent’s Office located at 270 South 
Boulevard East, Macclenny, Florida beginning 
Wednesday, June 11, 2014. You may also access 
the document on our district website at www.baker.
k12.fl.us.

Sherrie Raulerson
Superintendent of Schools

6/19-7/16c

INVITATION TO NEGOTIATE (ITN)

The First Coast Workforce Development, Inc., 
(FCWD) (DBA CareerSource Northeast Florida), 
released an Invitation-to-Negotiate on Monday, 
June 23, 2014 for Hosted VOIP Telecommunication 
Solution & Services to be performed September 1, 
2014 through June 30, 2015 with an annual option 
to renew through June 30, 2019.  A REVISED 
TIMELINE for this ITN will be released on July 14, 
2014.
A copy of the REVISED TIMELINE will be available 
beginning Monday, July 14, 2014 at    http://www.
careersourcenefl.com/partner_vendor/request_for_
proposals.aspx or at 1845 Town Center Blvd., Suite 
250, Fleming Island, FL  32003.  For additional 
information contact: D. Nevison 904/213-3800, 
x-2010.  REVISED TIMELINE includes the NEW 
DEADLINE TO SUBMIT 11:00 AM (EST) August 4, 
2014.  

7/10c

NOTICE
Invitation for Bids (IFB)

Bid # 14-02

New River Regional Landfill
Asbestos Containing Material Relocation

The New River Solid Waste Association (NRSWA) is 
extending an invitation for bids (IFB) for the 
relocation of asbestos containing material (ACM). 
The successful Bidder will be responsible for 
furnishing all labor, materials, equipment, tools, 
transportation, services, and incidentals required to 
relocate approximately 3,000 cubic yards of ACM 
from the New River Regional Landfill (NRRL) Class III 
Landfill to the adjacent Class I Landfill. The material 
is located within an approximate 1-acre area 
though specific types of deposited ACM are 
unknown; the material may be friable. The work 
includes excavating, transporting, placing, and 
covering with 1 foot of soil the ACM from the Class 
III Landfill to the Class I Landfill. All work shall be 
completed in accordance with the specifications, 
drawings, and contract requirements included as 
part of the contract documents.

NRRL is located approximately 2.5 miles north of 
Raiford, Florida, on the east side of State Road 121 
in Union County. Bid packages and other information 
are available for pickup at the Administrative Office 
at NRSWA, 24276 NE 157th Street, Raiford, Florida, 
32083. All bids must be submitted on the Bid Form 
provided. Completed bids are to be mailed to 
NRSWA, PO Box 647, Raiford, Florida, 32083 or 
delivered to the NRSWA Administrative Office at 
24276 NE 157th Street, Raiford, Florida, 32083. After 
the IFB opening, the bids will be examined for 
completeness and preserved in the custody of the 
NRSWA Executive Director. NRSWA Purchasing 
Policy will be ensued. All bids received after the 
specified time and date will not be considered. 
Contact the NRSWA office at 386-431-1000 for 
questions concerning the bid package. The 
DEADLINE for submittal is Monday, August 4, 2014, 
3:00 pm (local time).

7/10c

Anderson Quality ROOFING 
Metal  Reroofs & Roof Repairs

 Shingle Reroofs & Repairs
Your hometown contractor!

FREE ESTIMATES
LIC.#CCC1330274

259-3300
IN GOD WE 

TRUST.

LICENSED & 
INSURED

LIC.#CBC1259558

LL
C

Come join our
Republican Party Meeting

this Monday

 July 14
at 7:00 pm

at Firehouse Subs
See you there.

Political ad paid for by the
Baker County Republican Party.

JOEL ADDINGTON
MANAGING EDITOR  

reporter@bakercountypress.com

With seven weeks to go be-
fore the primary election, lo-
cal candidates are raising and 
spending thousands of dollars 
in their respective bids for pub-
lic office in Baker County.

The slate of 14 candidates for 
four open seats raised a total of 
$44,400 in cash contributions 
and spent $23,921.74 through 
June 20, the last campaign fi-
nance reporting deadline.

The Baker County Republi-
can Executive Committee has 
more money than any of the 
candidates, $13,011.98, most 
of it from donations by the 
state party. The local GOP has 
not yet spent any of its funds on 
local races, however.

Among all the candidates, 
former school superintendent 
Paula Barton, seeking to rep-
resent District 3 on the school 
board, has the largest cam-
paign war chest at $8005, but 
it’s all from her personal fi-
nances, which are sizable. Her 
net worth is about $900,000, 
campaign documents show.

Chuck Brannon, a retired 
sheriff’s investigator and em-
ployee of the Florida Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Con-
sumer Services, who is among 
the slew of candidates for 
the Clerk of Courts job, has 
spent the most cash overall, 
$5,953.32. He also has sub-
stantial assets — $1.4 million — 
from which to draw.

Adam Giddens, a first term 
county commissioner and the 
only one of three commission-
ers who drew an opponent for 
re-election, and James G. Ben-
nett, a newcomer to political 
office but not to government, 
are competing for the District 4 
seat and each self-funded their 
$5000 campaign finance ac-
counts.

Mr. Giddens’s net worth is 
$201,000 while Mr. Bennett’s 
is $358,000.

The latter candidate has 
been spending more money 
on advertising and other cam-
paign expenses like his website 
and an event to drum up sup-
port. Through June 20, he’s 
doled out $2416.89 compared 
to zero by the Giddens cam-
paign.

Both have been paying for 
campaign advertising since 
then, however.

Because both Mr. Giddens 
and Mr. Bennett are Republi-
cans, they’ll face off in the Au-
gust 28 primary for the com-
missioner post. Whomever 
garners the most votes will win.

School board

That may not be the case 
in the three-way race for the 
school board’s District 4 seat 
between incumbent Artie 
Burnett and challengers Paul 
Scammacca and Jody Ander-
son.

In that race, because it’s 
nonpartisan, if no candidate 
gets a majority of the vote in the 
primary, defined as 50 percent 
plus one vote, then the race 
will be decided in the general 
election on November 4, when 
whomever gets the most votes, 
also known as a plurality, will 
win the seat.

Mr. Scammacca, a teacher in 
Duval County, had a slight lead 
in the funding race as of June 
20 with $1595 in the bank. Not 
far behind though were Jody 
Anderson, a roofing contractor, 
with $1200 and Mr. Burnett, a 
corrections officer, with $1000.

Mr. Anderson’s campaign 
was financed largely out of his 
own pocket, but his finance re-
ports show one donation from 
Lynda Secrest of Sanderson for 
$100. 

Mr. Burnett’s campaign ac-
count was wholly self funded.

Mr. Scamacca’s benefited 
from three outside contribu-
tions. Two of them totaling 
$520 were from family mem-
bers and the third came from 
a Jacksonville retiree named 
Jane Mullen, campaign finance 
records show. The remainder 
of his funds came from a per-
sonal loan to his campaign.

All three candidates have 
modest net worths between 
about $18,000 and $60,000.

The other open seat on the 
school board this year, for Dis-
trict 3, pits Ms. Barton against 
DeAnna Rewis-McDuffie, both 
of Macclenny. The race features 
the largest gap in funding in all 
of this year’s races thus far.

Ms. Rewis-McDuffie trailed 
Ms. Barton in the money race 
by more than $7000. The for-
mer candidate loaned her 
campaign its initial $750 and 
received non-monetary contri-
butions from her parents Au-
drey and O.D. Rewis of Glen 
totaling $813.10.

Does money matter in small town 
races?

Some may think a candi-
date’s last name or public per-
ception has a larger impact 
on the outcome of small town 
races than how much money a 
candidate spends to get elected. 

But does it?
Steve Baker, Ph.D, a politi-

cal science professor emeritus 
at Jacksonville University, be-
lieves a good persona and/or a 
clever, well-run campaign can 
offset a money advantage, but, 
“all other things being equal,” 
he said, “the candidate with the 
most money usually wins.”

Candidates in rural areas 
like Baker County, he added, 
usually have a smaller base 
from which to draw contribu-
tions. That means money from 
outside groups, including cor-
porations and political action 

committees, “are likely to have 
a greater impact in these rural 
areas than in other parts of the 
country,” said the professor. 

A local Republican Party of-
ficial who asked not to be iden-
tified said he thinks the biggest 
determinant in this year’s elec-
tions will be turnout. He said 
knocking on doors and getting 
one’s supporters to the polls 
will mean more than how much 
money is spent to get elected.

Clerk of Courts

In the clerk’s race, the pri-
mary election will decide by 
plurality vote who will compete 
for the seat in the general elec-
tion.

On the GOP side, Mr. Bran-
nan, who had the largest net 
wealth of all of this year’s can-
didates, is battling Jackie Bak-
er, a credit union loan officer, 
in the primary.

As of June 20, the former 
candidate had a large lead in 
fundraising. Mr. Brannan post-
ed $7500 in his campaign ac-
count as of June 20, the second 
most behind Ms. Barton, while 
Mr. Baker showed $1100 in his 
account. Both sums came from 
the candidates themselves, but 
only Mr. Brannan had reported 
campaign expenditures for the 
period totaling $5,953.

For the Democrats vying to 
be the next clerk of courts, it’s 
a five-way primary contest. 
The top vote getter squares off 
against the winner from the Re-
publican primary in the general 
election come November.

The most well financed of 
the field through the last re-
porting period is Stacie Har-
vey, one of three deputy clerks 
in the race, with $5600 in con-
tributions — both from herself 
and three other supporters. Ms. 
Harvey loaned her campaign 
$4000 of her total. Smaller 
contributions between $150 
and $500 came Linda Finley, 
an attorney from Atlanta, Mac-
clenny Realtor Peggy Curtis, re-
tiree Meredith Harvey of Sand-
erson and her husband Brad 
Harvey, a sergeant with the 
sheriff’s office.

Ms. Harvey hasn’t wasted 
any time spending her cam-
paign cash, blowing through 
$5308.32 through June 20.

Fellow deputy clerk Sher-
ri Dugger, meanwhile, raised 
from outside contributors all 
but $500 of her campaign war 
chest totaling $2600. Chipping 

in were Rod Shidler, a business 
owner from Crystal River, FL; 
Majestic Machine & Engineer-
ing in Jacksonville, Rhonda 
Raulerson and Denise Marie 
Taylor of Macclenny, Irene 
Dugger of Taylor, retiree Gary 
Dugger of Jacksonville and 
Diane Moseberth of Glen St. 
Mary. 

The contributions were all 
under $300, save Mr. Shidler’s 
$1000 pledge.

The campaign has posted 
$1678.66 in expenditures so 
far.

The final deputy clerk in the 
race is Jule Combs, a former 
county commissioner. She got 
checks from Chalker Branch 
Construction in Sanderson 
and Amy Brinson Harris of 
Jacksonville for $1000, boost-
ing her total contributions to 
$2250. 

Ms. Combs raised smaller 
sums from retiree Ronald E. 
Rogers and homemaker Ann 
Rogers of the same Jackson-
ville address, Dennis Whelan, 
a retiree from Sanderson, and 
her contractor husband Greg-
ory Combs.

Ms. Combs spent most of 
her campaign money, however, 
some $1789.80, records show.

Rounding out the field of 
Democrat clerk candidates is 
Sally Register, a loan officer 
at TD Bank in Macclenny, and 
Kenneth Roberts, a former 
sheriff’s deputy and fence com-
pany owner.

Ms. Register has loaned her 
campaign $500 and received 
another $500 from James 
Morgan Coleman of Calla-
han. She had no expenditures 
through June 20.

Mr. Roberts, meanwhile, got 
active in June, raising $2086.31 
and spending $1599.71 during 
the month. Contributing to his 
campaign were Carolyn Bosse, 
a Sanderson retiree, Scott An-
derson, a market manager in 
Orange Park, real estate de-
veloper William Brian Yarbor-
ough of Glen St. Mary, who 
wrote a check for $1000, Bobbi 
Pollard, a nurse from Glen, and 
his wife Judy D. Roberts, a re-
tiree who made non-monetary 
donations.

Candidate coffers at $44,400 
Spending rises to $24K as of first reporting period A Sanderson woman reported on July 3 that her boyfriend’s 

four-wheeler valued at $7000 was taken from the backyard of her 
residence on Tony Givens Rd.

Shawntile Givens told Deputy Michael Antonini she last saw the 
vehicle about 11 am that morning when she returned from work, 
and noticed it was gone about 7:45 pm.

The Yamaha Banshee belongs to Lester Donaldson, who lives 
at the address but is in jail. Deputy Antonini quizzed Ms. Givens’ 
neighbors and no one saw suspicious activity on the property.

In another recent theft, a manager at the Macclenny McDonald’s 
reported on July 6 that her purse was taken from the front seat of 
her locked 2014 Nissan the previous day.

Angie Anton of Lake City told Deputy Daryl Mobley she did not 
notice that the purse and its contents were gone until she returned 
home the previous evening.

She said she placed the purse under a blanket about 3:30 when 
she began her shift, and left the keys on an office desk. The purse 
contained identification and multiple credit cards.

• Jason Byrd, 35, of Glen St. Mary was arrested in the theft of 
electricity from Denita Herres, who lives next door to him on Wash-
ington St.

Ms. Herres said a breaker tripped that morning, cutting power 
to a portion of her house. She told Deputy Tony Norman she then 
found an extension cord running from a patio outlet to Mr. Byrd’s 
residence.

The suspect admitted connecting the cord, saying he needed 
electricity to charge a battery on his vehicle. His power was discon-
nected for non-payment.

The offense is a misdemeanor.
• Cpl. Norman filed a complaint for misdemeanor criminal mis-

chief naming Melissa Thomas, 30, of Sanderson for swinging an 
ax into the windshield of a 2004 GMC pickup belonging to Jay 
Blanchard of Macclenny.

The victim lent the vehicle to Daniel Bailey of Macclenny, who 
became involved in a fight the evening of June 28 near Cuyler. The 
estimated $250 damage was done during that incident.

Reports boyfriend’s
ATV stolen from yard

Check it out...
bakercountypress.com

http://www.careersourcenefl.com/partner_vendor/request_for_proposals.aspx
http://www.careersourcenefl.com/partner_vendor/request_for_proposals.aspx
http://www.careersourcenefl.com/partner_vendor/request_for_proposals.aspx
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Disputes and conflicts have 
arisen in recent months between 
youth baseball and softball 
groups competing for the use of 
Baker County ball fields. Now, 
the county is asking them to put 
aside their differences and work 
together to improve and expand 
recreational opportunities for 
everyone.

The first step toward creating 
a Baker County Recreation Ad-
visory Board to help plan future 
recreational services, facilities 
and activities was taken by the 
county commission at a work-
shop on the evening of July 1.

County Manager C.J. 
Thompson and commission-
ers discussed the idea with sev-
eral people, including leaders 
of two prominent youth athletic 
groups that have clashed over 
scheduling conflicts at ball fields 
this year: Baker County Little 
League and various softball or-
ganizations, including travel ball 
teams.

With an emphasis on creating 
a board with a broad focus on 
meeting all recreational needs 
in Baker County, Mr. Thompson 
said it “should not be specific to 
any one sport or special inter-
est.”

Commission Chairman Jim-
my Anderson suggested months 
ago that a citizen advisory board 
be created to help the county 
develop a long-range plan for 
improving and expanding recre-
ational services.

“I envision a body to handle 
all sports,” Mr. Anderson said 
at last week’s workshop, includ-
ing baseball, softball, volleyball, 
football and soccer.

“We need better facilities and 
I think this is a stepping stone 
for (accomplishing) that,” he 
said, suggesting the proposed 
advisory board could be created 
as a nonprofit that could seek 
grants and business partner-
ships to help improve existing 
facilities, or build a new sports 
complex in the future.

Ideally, Mr. Anderson said, 
the board would be comprised 
of people with different back-
grounds and skills, including 
sports knowledge, business ex-
perience, communication and 
the ability to help write grant 
proposals.

The county manager said 
passive recreation, such as hik-
ing trails and horse-back riding 
trails at Shoals Park, also should 
be part of the group’s focus. 
Commissioner Mark Hartley 
agreed and suggested including 
the horse arena at the county 
fairgrounds.

That’s when Robert Davis, a 
coach and leader among travel 
softball teams, objected.

“I thought you were trying to 
come up with a sports commit-
tee to put them all under one 
umbrella organization,” Mr. 
Davis said, adding that putting 
horses and nature trails under 
the same umbrella would be too 
broad.

“I don’t know nothing about 
the duck pond (Macclenny city 
park) or horse-back riding,” he 
said. “There are different groups 
with separate interests.”

“But you can all share infor-
mation and ideas,” Commis-
sioner Anderson said, stressing 
the importance of “getting the 
community to work together 
for the common goal of making 
Baker County better.”

Looking years down the road 
and envisioning a new mega 
sports complex somewhere in 
the county is important, Little 
League President Jerry Carter 
said, but immediate needs are 
more pressing.

“I think a lot of us would like 
to revamp what we’ve got,” Mr. 
Carter said.

The county manager said of 
the 2,400 acres at Shoals Park 
less than 200 acres is high and 
dry enough to be suitable for 
athletic fields because most of 

the park is underwater during 
heavy rains.

However, Shoals Park is not 
likely to ever be developed as 
a sports complex because the 
county is continuing its efforts 
to have the state Division of For-
estry take over management of 
the property in the future.

Mr. Davis, founder of Baker 
Blast Fastpitch Organization 
and head coach of two girls’ soft-
ball travel teams, agreed that 
improvements and expansion 
of existing ball park facilities are 
sorely needed. But he cautioned 
the county against closing any 
ball fields for too long while re-
pairs and renovations are un-
derway because it would kill 
travel softball.

“If you shut the fields down 
for a year all the kids in Baker 
County would leave,” he said. 
“They’ll be in Jacksonville, 
Gainesville and Lake City.”

Mr. Thompson said he felt 
the exchange of ideas and view-
points expressed during the 
workshop made it a successful 
exercise.

“Whether we have one big 
board or two separate boards 
with different focuses,” he said, 
“if nothing else we’ve reaffirmed 
the need for a board.”

Commissioner Anderson 
continued to push for a single 
advisory panel but said he was 
flexible on the issue.

“I don’t think we need two 
boards to do one job,” he said. 
“But if y’all want to have five 
boards I’m fine with that. Get-
ting the community to work 
together for a common goal of 
making Baker County better is 
my goal.”

At Commissioner James 
Croft’s suggestion the board 
agreed to invite officials from 
neighboring counties that have 
implemented recreation advi-
sory boards to explain how they 
went about it and offer sugges-
tions at the next workshop at 
6:30 pm on July 15.

The proposed Recreation Ad-
visory Board charter includes 
the following goals:

• Work with the recreation 
director, county manager and 
county commissioners to pro-
vide, promote and expand rec-
reational facilities, services and 
activities for the citizens and 
guests of Baker County.

• Meet regularly with Baker 
County citizens, businesses, gov-
ernmental agencies and groups 
dedicated to Baker County rec-
reation facilities, services and 
activities to meet community 
needs.

• Coordinate efforts between 
various recreation services and 
activities to provide a recreation 
calendar of events to be promot-
ed throughout the year.

• Provide a forum for new rec-
reational endeavors to become 
part of the Baker County com-

munity.
• Assist in developing, imple-

menting and monitoring a long-
term Recreational Master Plan.

The county manager sug-
gested a nine-member board, 
with seven regular voting mem-
bers and two alternates. The first 
members would serve staggered 
terms of one, two, three and 
four years, after which all would 
serve four years with a two-term 
maximum.

So far, nobody has volun-
teered to join the panel. But of-
ficials said they have high hopes.

“I hope we have a waiting list 
of people eager and willing to 
serve,” Mr. Thompson said.

★ ★ ★ ★ VETERANS ★ ★ ★ ★

WE NEED YOUR HELP!
The Baker County Veterans Council has teamed up

with the Baker County Board of Commissioners
to repair the fishing docks located at the

little St. Mary’s fish pond on US 90.
The Veterans Council will supply labor and tools needed to 
repair 4 fishing docks, a footbridge, seating under the shelter 
and moving/replace some of the fence.
If you would like to volunteer your sweat and knowledge for an 
hour or a day, we would welcome your help. We are expecting 
work to commence on Saturday, July 12. Drinks and snacks 
will be on hand.

Contact: Milton O’Neill, Commander  904-608-9839
 Larry Porterfield, Executive Officer  904-769-2445
 Jim Palleschi, Secretary  904-254-7539

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

A person of strong conservati ve character,
values and fi scal management

 “Building for the future of Baker County”
 

Email me: Adam@AdamGiddens.com • Call me: 219-3287
 Political advertisement paid for and approved by Adam Giddens, Republican, Baker County Commissioner, District 4.

I WANT TO MEET WITH

Stop by and share your concerns with me
at my campaign headquarters
69 W. Macclenny Ave. (across from CVS)

July 17
from 6-8 pm

Refreshments will be provided.

I am your county commissioner 
and I want to hear your views.

ADAM 
GIDDENS
County Commissioner District 4

Re-Elect

YOU!

Purchase this photo at www.bakercountypress.com Photo by Joel Addington
Dalton Lewis, 12, of Taylor throws to first.

Eyes ‘all-inclusive’ recreation board
BAKER COUNTY COMMISSION

COPIES
Black & white/Full color
The Office Mart

110 South Fifth St.
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ALCOHOLICS
ANONYMOUS 

Meetings Mon., Wed. & Fri. 
at 8 pm

8981 S. SR 228, Macc.

Woodlawn Kennels
Quality Professional Care

GROOMING   259-4757 BOARDING

Private • Spacious • Indoor/Outdoor Runs
Complete Bath, De-flea & Groom  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $20-$25
Bath, De-flea & Nails Clip  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $10-$15
Boarding (per actual day) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $5-$10

The Press will be featuring Q&As with the candidates running 
for local office in an upcoming edition prior to the August primary.

Please send us any questions you’d like the candidates to answer, 
or any issues you’d like them to address before voting. We’ll be so-
liciting suggestions through mid-July.

Please send them to reporter@bakercountypress.com, message 
@bakercopresss  on Twitter, message on Facebook or call (904) 
259-2400 and speak with Joel Addington.

Candidate questions

★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ELECT  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★

Jack

BAKER III
★  ★  ★  ★  ★

for CLERK OF COURTS
“Committed, Competent, Conservative”

My name is Jack Baker III and I am 
seeking the position of Baker Coun-
ty Clerk of Courts. I am 28 years 
old and a lifelong resident of Bak-
er County. I love Baker County and 
am devoted to our residents. My 
love and devotion for Baker Coun-
ty, along with relevant experience, 
is why I decided to run for Clerk of 
Courts.

After graduating from Baker 
County High School, I attended 
Florida Gateway College and Flor-
ida State College at Jacksonville. I 
have served in the fi nancial service 
industry for fi ve years with the last three years as a Loan Offi cer at Country Fed-
eral Credit Union. You will fi nd I have the experience and integrity to provide 
a friendly, professional and customer-service driven offi ce. My fi nancial back-
ground shows I am able to work with numbers but my top priority will be the 
people of Baker County. I am committed to this position and dedicated to pro-
viding the best services available to the public, court offi cials and county com-
missioners.

The son of Jack A. Baker Jr. and Robin Baker of Macclenny and Robin Sanders 
of Jacksonville, I am married to Jana Leigh Baker. Jana is a fi rst grade teacher 
at Macclenny Elementary. She is the daughter of John and Audrey Kennedy of 
Macclenny. God has blessed us with a one year old son, Ace Jackson Baker.

The guiding principles in our lives are Faith, Family and Community. People 
who know me know I have the ability, skills and knowledge to perform the tasks 
as the Baker County Clerk of Courts. It is my great hope that by the end of my 
campaign, the people who do not yet know me will feel the same way.

Paid by Jack Baker III, Republican, for Baker County Clerk of Courts.

Upcoming at the Moose Lodge

NOTICE: The Loyal Order of Moose is a private organization. All activities and events referred to are available to 
members in good standing and their qualifi ed guests only.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS-
Friday, July 18th-

Vicki Lee Show at 9:00 pm, dinner at 6:00 pm
Saturday, July 19th-

Steak Night 6-8:00 pm
The 17th South Band LIVE 9 pm - 1 am

SMOKE FREE DAYS-
1st & 3rd Saturdays of the month!

Karaoke- Every Friday & Saturday (except for band nights) from 8 
pm - midnight; every Sunday & Wednesday from 6-10:00 pm

Located at 150 South Lowder St., Macclenny

Friday, July 12- 60/70s Night
Prizes for best dressed male/female & Karaoke

Thurs., July 17- Selena’s Birthday
Rock & Roll Cowboy

will be playing LIVE from 7-11 pm

An intoxicated Macclenny 
man was arrested the after-
noon of July 3 as he attempted 
to leave a downtown gas sta-
tion following a confrontation 
with another man at a nearby 
garage.

Keith Willis, 48, confronted 
Tommy Rollins, 60, of Olus-
tee minutes earlier at Robbie’s 
Truck and Auto on US 90, ac-
cording to Deputy Christopher 
Clutter, who responded to the 
disturbance call. Mr. Rollins, 
who works at the garage, and 
a witness both said Mr. Wil-
lis several times attempted to 
goad Mr. Rollins into fighting 
with him, and at one point 
struck him on the jaw.

Mr. Rollins then retaliated, 
and the deputy noted it caused 
lacerations to the face and arm 
of Mr. Willis, who said he was 
upset over an alleged relation-
ship between Mr. Rollins and 
a relative. Mr. Rollins insisted 
he had no knowledge of who 
Mr. Willis was referring to.

Deputy Clutter noted that 
Mr. Willis had several open 
containers of alcohol in his 
1991 Ford pickup that was at-
tempting to leave the My Fuel 
station when confronted, and 
he spoke with slurred speech 
and was unsteady on his feet.

He was booked at county 
jail for battery and disorderly 
intoxication.

In other recent incidents:
• Police arrested two Mac-

clenny women the afternoon 
of July 4 following a confron-
tation at Deerwood Circle in 
the northeast city.

Susan Green, 50, was 
charged with domestic bat-
tery on live-in boyfriend Terry 
Martin, 43, during the 5:30 
pm fracas, and Tammy Mull-
ner, 34, with battery on Ms. 
Green when she attempted to 
break up the fight.

Deputy Jacob Satterwhite 
said Ms. Green was punched 
in the eye, and Mr. Martin had 
bruising and scratches on his 
face and arm.

The deputy said he warned 
witness James Martin, 63, 
about interfering with police 
because he attempted to con-
ceal a straw he fished out of 
Ms. Mullner’s pocket as she 
was being detained.

• Christin Ellis, 31, of Mac-
clenny was named in a com-
plaint for causing facial inju-
ries to Darnell Lee, 32, during 
a confrontation on Quail Lane 
in the south city the early 
morning of July 5.

Deputy Marc Heath also 
named Mr. Lee in a similar 
complaint for shoving Ms. El-
lis to the ground about 2 am 
just before she attacked him. 
He was treated at Fraser Hos-
pital for a facial bone fracture 
and bruising.

In a related case, a com-
plaint for aggravated assault 
was filed later that day against 
Larry Major III, 20, of Mac-
clenny after he allegedly went 
to Mr. Lee’s residence on Syc-
amore and threatened him 
with a knife.

Both deputies noted in their 
reports that Mr. Major was the 
other party in the early morn-
ing altercation that resulted 
in complaints against Mr. Lee 
and Ms. Ellis.

Both Mr. Lee and a witness 
said Mr. Major drove up to 
the residence in a gray Toy-
ota  and after making death 
threats laced with racially 
charged language, went to the 
front door armed with a pock-

et knife. He left when Mr. Lee 
called police.

• Complaints were filed 
against both parties involved 
in an altercation north of 
Sanderson the afternoon of 
June 30, the result of a past 
conflict.

Lanod Jefferson, 48, told 
Deputy Brandon Kiser he fol-
lowed Rasheem Gaskins, 18, 
after the latter left his neigh-
borhood just before 4 pm. Mr. 
Jefferson, who police records 
indicate is a corrections of-
ficer, said he wanted to con-
front Mr. Gaskins peacefully 
to see why he kept passing by 
his house staring at him in a 
threatening manner.

Instead, the meeting 
turned violent, and Mr. Jef-
ferson struck Mr. Gaskins, 
who threatened him with a 
baseball bat. The complaints 
are for battery and aggravated 
assault.

• A complaint for battery 
was filed on July 3 naming a 
42-year-old female patient at 
Northeast Florida State Hos-
pital for striking nurse Heath-
er Westball, 35, of Jacksoniv-
lle in the right eye with her fist.

District
to slash
millage

Arrest for goading man to fight

MIKE ANDERSON
PRESS STAFF

After recent funding snags, a proposed feder-
ally-funded public transportation center operated 
by the Baker County Council on Aging in Macclen-
ny will finally getting started in a couple of weeks, 
County Manager C.J. Thompson announced last 
week.

Mr. Thompson told county commissioners on 
July 1 that he had resolved  the problems stem-
ming from recent bids that exceeded the project’s 
proposed budget and should have final contracts 
for site development and construction ready for 
their consideration on July 15.

“We’re within $10,000 of being in budget,” he 
said, adding he expected to whittle that down be-
fore next week’s board meeting.

Meanwhile, a ground-breaking ceremony on 
the 9.36-acre site behind the Winn-Dixie shopping 
center on South Sixth Street is tentatively planned 
for early August, though no specific date has yet 
been announced.

One thing that helped reduce costs, Mr. Thomp-
son said, was an offer by the New River Solid 
Waste Association to take all the dirt that will have 
to be removed during the site development phase 
and use it to cover old landfill space.

That saved money that otherwise would have 
had to be paid to a contractor to dispose of the fill 
material. The size and design of the proposed fa-
cility also have been changed to reduce costs, the 
county manager said.

Officials said the project, which includes a met-
al building, landscaping and an asphalt parking 
lot, is expected to be completed by the end of the 
year by F&G Construction General Contractors, 
Inc., of Jacksonville. That’s assuming the contract 
is approved by commissioners next week.

A $2.1 million federal grant was approved for 
the project in 2010 after the Council on Aging do-
nated the site to the county. The value of the land 
served as a required local match for the grant, 
which was only available to public agencies. The 
Council on Aging is a private, nonprofit corpora-
tion.

The first nine bids on the project totaled $3.1 
million to $3.6 million and were rejected in April 
because only $1.8 million to $1.9 million remains 
available in grant funds.

Subsequent bids were still over budget but they 
were reduced further by design changes, including 
making the building smaller and eliminating some 
features, and committing county employees to do 
some of the work.

Also at the July 1 board meeting, commission-
ers:

• Approved a revised three-year Local Housing 

Assistance Plan for state grants, through the coun-
ty’s State Housing Initiative Partnership, or SHIP 
program, to renovate substandard residences or 
build new ones for low-income applicants, includ-
ing the elderly and disabled.

The plan, which will be in effect from 2014-17, 
was updated to increase the cap on grants for new 
construction from $61,500 to $65,000. The loan 
decreases 5 percent a year until it reaches zero af-
ter 20 years.

A $36,000 cap was retained for rehabilitation 
grants, which diminish 6.66 percent annually over 
15 years.

The plan was further revised to clarify what 
happens if an applicant dies before the 20- or 15-
year lien period expires. Now, it is clearly stated 
that the property may be sold but the lien “subject 
to any applicable depreciation” must be paid off 
unless the new owner meets SHIP guidelines.

Previous language was ambiguous, leaving 
open the interpretation that family members who 
inherit a SHIP property may have to pay the entire 
original amount of a grant, which commissioners 
felt was unreasonable.

Currently, there are no procedures in place to 
make sure that original applicants remain in the 
house until the SHIP contract expires, or that they 
or their heirs don’t later sell the house or rent it 
out.

Though no specific fraud-prevention or detec-
tion language was inserted in the new SHIP pro-
cedures, Mr. Thompson said after the board meet-
ing that he intends to implement a periodic review, 
possibly semiannual or yearly, of SHIP contracts.

• Unanimously rejected an application for SHIP 
funding for extensive repairs or complete replace-
ment of a house on Miltondale Road in Macclenny.

The $39,000 price tag for extensive repairs to 
the home, including a new roof, had become an is-
sue of concern last month due to an outstanding 
mortgage on the property and because the price 
exceeded the $36,000 cap for rehabilitations.

But the clincher was a $63,467 outstanding 
mortgage on the home, which officials said made 
the project unfeasible.

“The recommendation was to tear the house 
down and the mortgage is the reason we couldn’t,” 
Mr. Thompson said.

“I think there’s too much of a risk of losing 
the money,” said Commissioner Adam Giddens, 
whose recommendation to deny the application 
was approved 5-0. “The money could be spent 
elsewhere and put to better use.”

• Voted to continue for another year a morato-
rium on county impact fees on new development. 
The board’s decision does not affect school district 
impact fees, however.

Transportation center soon?  
Cost said pared to meet available $$

JOEL ADDINGTON
MANAGING EDITOR  

reporter@bakercountypress.com

The St. Johns River Water 
Management District’s govern-
ing board signaled its intention 
to cut its property tax rate 3.6 
percent when it tentatively ad-
opted a $141.9-million budget 
on July 8.

The property tax, or millage 
rate, of .3164 would raise nearly 
$82 million with the remainder 
of the budget’s revenue expect-
ed from state, federal and other 
sources, including timber sales, 
cattle leases and permit fees.

At that rate, the owner of a 
property with a taxable value of 
$100,000 would play $31.60 in 
annual water district taxes.

The overall budget includes 
funding for projects to protect 
the region’s springs and im-
prove water quality in the Indi-
an River Lagoon and St. Johns 
River, a press release on the de-
cision notes.

The tentative budget in-
cludes $22 million in cost-
share funding for construction 
of projects that will help devel-
op traditional and alternative 
water supplies, conserve water 
and reduce nutrient loading in 
springsheds and other water 
bodies, it states.

The release said another $8 
million is designated for other 
cooperative agreements with 
government partners, includ-
ing reclaimed water and storm-
water projects, water conser-
vation, muck removal and 
restoration activities.

Public hearings will be held 
on the tentative budget and tax 
rate at 5:05 p.m. on September 
9 and 23, with final adoption 
set for the latter meeting. 

Both hearings will be held at 
the district’s headquarters in 
Palatka.

www.bakercountypress.com
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON  
PROPOSED AMENDMENT  
OF THE BAKER COUNTY  

LAND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS

The Baker County Board of County Commission-
ers will hold a Public Hearing on Tuesday, July 15, 
2014 at 6:00 PM in the Baker County Administration 
Building, 55 North Third Street, Macclenny Florida, 
to consider for transmittal to the Department of Eco-
nomic Opportunity a proposed amendment of the 
Baker County Land Development Regulations in 
accordance with Florida Statutes 163.3202.  The 
ordinance may be inspected by any member of the 
public in the Commissioners office, address stated 
above.  On the above mentioned date, all interested 
parties may appear and be heard with respect to the 
proposed ordinance which is titled as follows:

ORDINANCE NO. 2013-XX
AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF BAKER COUNTY, FLORI-
DA, AMENDING THE BAKER COUNTY LAND DE-
VELOPMENT REGULATIONS; AMENDING AND 
REVISING ARTICLES I, II, III, IV, V, VI, VII, VIII, IX, 
X, AND XI OF THE BAKER COUNTY LAND DE-
VELOPMENT REGULATIONS; REPEALING ALL 
ORDINANCES AND ARTICLES IN CONFLICT 
HEREWITH; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 
PROVIDING DIRECTION TO STAFF; PROVIDING 
DIRECTION TO THE CODIFIER; AND PROVIDING 
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

A copy of said ordinance may be inspected by any 
member of the public in the Commissioner’s office, 
address stated above.  In accordance with Section 
286.0105, F. S.: if a person decides to appeal any 
decision made by the board, agency, or commission 
with respect to any matter considered at this sched-
uled meeting or hearing, he or she will need a record 
of the proceedings, and that, for such purposes, he 
or she may need to ensure that a verbatim record of 
the proceeding is made, which record includes the 
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to 
be based.

According to the Americans with Disabilities Act, per-
sons needing a special accommodation or an inter-
preter to participate in this proceeding should contact 
the Administration Department at (904) 259-3613 at 
least 48 hours prior to the time of the hearing.

“PREPARED TO BE YOUR 
NEXT CLERK OF COURTS”
Education

 ◆ Bachelor of  Arts in Criminal Justice - University of  Florida
• President’s Award for Outstanding Contributions to the University of  Florida
• Associate Justice of  Student Traffi  c Court - Twice awarded for outstanding 

service to the court
• Alpha Gamma Rho Fraternity 
• Block and Bridle Club - Southeastern U.S. President 
• Intercollegiate Livestock Judging Team

 ◆ Associate of  Arts - Lake City Community College
• Magna Cum Laude
• Phi Theta Kappa
• President’s and Dean’s List

 ◆ Florida Police Standards
• Graduate Diploma (360 hours) - First in class
• Over 1700 continuing education hours in the criminal justice system

 ◆ Baker County High School

Career
 ◆ Agricultural Programs Coordinator - Florida Department of  Agriculture 

and Consumer Services
• Appointed by Commissioner, Adam H. Putnam

 ◆ Deputy Sheriff  - Baker County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce
• 26 years of  service, holding every rank from deputy to Chief
• 21 years in Investigations and 16 years as Chief  of  Investigations 
• Organizer and Team Leader of  Sheriff ’s Honor Guard
• Retired as longest continuously serving deputy sheriff  in Baker County history

 ◆ Deputy U.S. Marshal
• 3 years as a federal marshal with the U.S. Department of  Justice

 ◆ Police Internship - Alachua County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce
• Conducted duties in the Uniform Patrol Division and Warrants Section 

 ◆ Safety Education Specialist - Florida Farm Bureau
• Developed and presented safety programs to school, church, youth and civic 

groups

Certifi cations
 ◆ FAA Licensed Airplane Pilot
 ◆ Cannabis Aerial Detection - Florida Department of  Law Enforcement 

Certifi ed
 ◆ Certifi ed Voice Stress Analyst (lie-detector)
 ◆ Florida Association for Corrective Training - Certifi ed Instructor
 ◆ Beef  Quality Assurance Certifi ed - Beef  Cattle Institute
 ◆ Pork Quality Assurance Certifi ed - National Pork Board

“A PROVEN LEADER”
Political advertisement paid for and approved by Chuck Brannan, Republican, for Clerk of  Court.

BCHS Class Reunion
35tH yeaR Reunion foR tHe  
ClaSS of 1979

July 26th, 5:00 p.m. at Calendars, $30 per person

Send payment to Kay Stewart at 16150 Crews Rd., Glen St. 
Mary, FL. 32040. For more info. call 904-955-3645.  

Deadline for payment is July 17.

‘79 ‘79

JON SHUMAKE 
jonshu@live.com

Two juveniles who robbed a 
clerk at the 6th Street Kangaroo 
store at gunpoint early on July 
7 were turned in by their family 
the next day.

The male suspects, ages 14 
and 15 who are related, face 
charges of felony armed rob-
bery and misdemeanor theft 
for the 3:45 am heist netting 
them $53.11 from the store’s 
register.

The father of one of them 
told police others in the com-
munity suggested he view the 
surveillance video at the Kan-
garoo because his family may 
be involved in the crime, police 
records shows. Investigators 
canvassed the southwest Mac-
clenny neighborhood the previ-
ous day looking for leads.

When the father did so, he 
immediately recognized the 
voice and movements of his 
son and his son’s uncle, who 
had concealed their faces with 
clothing during the robbery. 
He informed investigators the 
youths were at his home sleep-
ing and gave them consent to 
search the residence.

There investigators recov-
ered jeans with a large amount 
of change in its front pockets, 
but not the gun used the rob-
bery, which was later discov-
ered to be an semi-automatic 
Berreta air soft pistol. The teens 
were taken to the sheriff’s office 
for recorded interviews, during 
which they admitted to plan-
ning and executing the robbery.

According to Investigator 
Rodney Driggers’ report on the 
interviews, the youths said they 
spent much of the cash at other 
convenience stores and gave 
the gun to another relative. 
One of them, when asked why 
he decided to participate in the 
crime, responded that everyone 
in the neighborhood thinks he’s 
a gangster so he needed to do 
something to get money, the in-
vestigator noted.

About 32 hours before the 
confessions, Deputy Justin 
Yingling responded to the store 
where an employee said she 
was just held at gunpoint by 
two black males. She reported 
one of the suspects stood by the 
door while the other pulled out 
a pistol and demanded she give 
him all of the money in the reg-
ister. Both suspects wore dark 
colored shirts over their faces.

The man by the door hand-
ed the employee a trash bag to 
put the money in, and they fled 
north toward South Boulevard, 
she said. Patrol units, who were 
notified that the suspects were 
seen running north from the 
store, were unable to locate the 
suspects. The teens eluded a 
K-9 unit that responded to the 
scene as well.

In other property crimes:
• A Macclenny man was ar-

rested the evening of July 1 for 
shoplifting after he was caught 
taking about $50 worth of 
items from Walmart.

The store’s security employ-
ee told Deputy John Minkel he 
saw Jason McCoy, 18, pick up 
a cell phone case from the elec-
tronics section and place it on 
his own phone after removing 
it from the packaging. The sus-
pect then did the same with a 
screen protector.

Mr. McCoy and another 
man exited the store through 
the garden side exit, where they 
were met by the employee. Af-
ter neither man could produce 
a receipt, they were escorted to 
the asset protection office.

Mr. McCoy admitted to tak-
ing the case and screen protec-
tor and said the other man was 
not aware he walked out of the 
store with them. Dep. Minkel 
received the same information 
from the security employee 
and the other man was released 
from the scene while the sus-
pect was arrested.

• Deputy Daryl Mobley re-
sponded to Badcock Home 
Furnishing July 6 in refer-
ence to a box truck valued at 
$30,000 being stolen from the 
store the previous night.

The deputy spoke with em-
ployee William Dillard, who 

said he was contacted by an 
officer from Jacksonville who 
told him they located an Isuzu 
box truck with the store logo on 
it in Duval County. The officer 
told the employee the passen-
ger side window and ignition 
had been broken.

Mr. Dillard and store owner 
Andy Johnston retrieved the 
vehicle. In addition to the dam-
age to the ignition and window, 
the fuse box cover was also re-
moved. Damage to the truck 
was estimated at $1,200.

Mr. Johnston told the officer 
he thinks three people were in-
volved since the center console 
was flipped up. Dep. Mobley 
tried to get surveillance foot-
age from nearby ABC Learning 
Center, but they were not op-
erational the night of the inci-

JON SHUMAKE  
jonshu@live.com

A Macclenny woman was 
named in a criminal complaint 
the early morning of July 2 for 
resisting an officer without vi-
olence after she interrupted a 
deputy’s investigation into a 
noise complaint several times.

Deputy Trey McCullough 
responded to 21343 Doyle Wil-
liams Rd. in reference to the 
complaint and heard loud mu-
sic coming from the residence. 
The deputy approached the 
four people sitting at a table 
drinking when Christina Berry, 
42, stood up and began cursing 
at him. The woman was vis-
ibly drunk and continued curs-
ing at the officer until her hus-
band Stephen Berry escorted 
her away at the request of the 
deputy.

Mrs. Berry interrupted Dep. 
McCullough several times 
while he tried to explain the 
reason for his presence. Mr. 
Berry agreed to turn the vol-

ume down before his wife again 
approached the situation and 
cursed at the deputy.

Dep. McCullough tried plac-
ing handcuffs on her but she 
snatched her hands away and 
continued cursing loudly. Af-
ter several attempts, he hand-
cuffed the suspect and escorted 
her to his patrol car. He then 
explained to Mr. Berry his wife 
wasn’t under arrest but was be-
ing detained.

During the time of the in-
cident, police were also in the 
midst of processing a suicide 
and accident scene on CR 125 
North, and Mrs. Berry was not 
arrested because of the limited 
resources at the time.

In other incidents, two out-
of-county arrest warrants were 
served. Rego Perez-Sanchez, 
27, of Live Oak was charged the 
early morning of June 2 with a 
warrant from Suwannee Coun-
ty for domestic battery, resist-
ing arrest without violence and 
criminal mischief with bond set 
at $1,500.

Melissa Pritchett, 43, of Bry-
ceville was arrested the night of 
July 1 for a DUI charge in Duval 
County.

 

Teens charged
in armed holdup

Arrest of intoxicated
woman for interfering

Out of County Subscribers
Fed up with your copy of The Press arriving late, or not at all?  

We have a cost-effective solution to your problem.

Subscribe to our E - edition @ www.bakercountypress.com

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 
Meetings Monday & Friday at 8 pm

209 Macclenny Ave.
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Nathan Keene, 46, dies on July 2nd
Nathan Vanice Keene, 46, a lifelong resident 

of Macclenny, died on July 2, 2014. He was 
born on July 21, 1967 in Macclenny to Vanice 
Hansford and Rachel Wilson Keene. Nathan 
graduated from Baker County High School in 
1985 and started his career as a truck driver 
soon after. He enjoyed fishing, hunting, and 
camping. Most of all he enjoyed time with his 
family and friends. 

Other than his loving parents, he is survived 
by son Stetson Vanice Keene of St. George, GA; 
sisters Sheila Knabb and Charlotte Bennett 
of Macclenny, and Helen Girardo of Glen St. 
Mary; several nieces and nephews. 

The funeral service was held on Saturday, 
July 5 at 11 am at Calvary Baptist Church in Macclenny with Pastor 
Donnie Williams Sr. officiating. Interment followed at Oak Grove 
Cemetery. V. Todd Ferreira Funeral Services of Macclenny was in 
charge of arrangements.

DINKINS NEW
CONGREGATIONAL

METHODIST CHURCH
CR 127 N. of Sanderson

Sunday School 10:00 am
Sunday Morning Service 11:00 am
Sunday Night Service 6:00 pm
Wed. Night  Service 7:30 pm

Pastor Allen Crews
Assistant Pastor Timothy Alford

Sanderson 
Congregational 
Holiness Church

CR 127 N., Sanderson, FL
Sunday School 10:00 am

Morning Worship 11:00 am
Sunday Evening Worship 6:00 pm
Wed. Evening Prayer Serv. 7:30 pm
Pastor: Oral E. Lyons

The Road
to Calvary

Corner of Madison & Stoddard
Glen St. Mary

Rev. Tommy & Doris Anderson
Youth Director Rebecca Lauramore

Phone: 904-259-2213
Sunday School: . . . . . . . . . . 10:00 am
Sunday Morning Service . . 11:00 am
Sunday Evening Service  . . . . 6:00 pm
Wednesday Night . . . . . . . . . 7:30 pm

.4 mile South of I-10 on CR 125
Glen St. Mary, Florida

9:00 am Sunday School
10:00 am Holy Eucharist
7:00 pm Wednesday Services

Saint Peter’s
in the Glen

ANGLICAN CHURCH

Community Full Gospel
Church

12664 Mud Lake Rd.

Sunday School 10:00 am
Sunday Morning 11:00 am
Sunday Evening 6:00 pm
Tuesday Evening 7:30 pm

Pastor Tommy Richardson || 904-275-2949

First United Methodist Church

93 N. 5th St. (SR228) Macclenny, Fl ~ Sunday Worship 11am

Loving God

Loving People

Serving Our Community
Come Join Us

First Baptist 
Church

of Sanderson
CR 229 S., Sanderson FL

Sunday School  � � � � � � � 10:00 am
Sun� Morning Worship � 11:00 am
Sun� Evening Worship  � � 6:00 pm
Wed� Eve� Bible Study  � � 7:00 pm

Dr. Roy Vining

Mt. Zion N.C.
Methodist Church
121 North † 259-4461

Macclenny, FL

Pastor Tim Cheshire
Sunday School 9:45 am
Sunday Morning Worship 11:00 am
Sunday Evening Worship 6:00 pm
Wednesday Prayer Service 7:00 pm

Jesus answered, "Verily, verily I 
say unto thee, except a man be 

born of water and of the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of 

God." John 3:5

Please visit our website at
www.GuerryFuneralHome.net

for more pricing.
Call Bill Guerry or J.D. Tyre.

Cremation starting at $895
Burial Packages starting at $4,395

Dignifi ed Services ~ Value Pricing

GUERRY
FUNERAL HOME

Burial Packages starting at $4,395
Cremation starting at $895Cremation starting at $895Cremation starting at $895Cremation starting at $895

Burial Packages starting at $4,395Burial Packages starting at $4,395Burial Packages starting at $4,395
Dignifi ed Services ~ Value Pricing

Cremation starting at $895
Burial Packages starting at $4,395Burial Packages starting at $4,395Burial Packages starting at $4,395

Dignifi ed Services ~ Value Pricing

Cremation starting at $895
Burial Packages starting at $4,395

Dignifi ed Services ~ Value Pricing

259-2211
420 E. Macclenny Ave.
Monuments | Final Expense Insurance

CARTHAGE CHAPEL FUNERAL HOME, Inc.
929 W. Beaver St., Jacksonville

(904) 354-0545 || (904) 354-0546

Kenneth Peele, Jr., LFD
C.F.S.P.

Pre-Need Counselor
Email: fkpjr@aol.com Embalmer & Notary

New Hope Church, Inc.
23-A to Lauramore Rd.  

& Fairgrounds Rd.

Sunday 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m. 
Evening Services 5:00 p.m. 

Wednesday 
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.

Pastor J. C. Lauramore 
welcomes all

The Lord’s Church
Intersection of CR 125 & 250 in Taylor •• 259-8353

Sunday school ~ 10:00 am
Sunday service ~ 11:00 am
Wednesday night Bible Study ~ 6:30 pm
Family style dinner ~ 1st Sunday of the month
following service

‘A church alive is worth the drive!’
Pastor Bobby 

& Faye Gri�  n

523 North Boulevard W. | a few blocks north of Hwy. 90 in Macclenny

www.calvarybaptistmacclenny.com •• 259-4529

Service for Jesse Hall, 67, this Friday
Jesse F. Hall, 67, of Macclenny died on Sun-

day, July 6, 2014. A resident of Baker County 
for the past thirty-eight years, Mr. Hall was a 
retired elevator mechanic. He was a member of 
the Fraternal Order of Police and the Interna-
tional Union of Elevator Constructors Local 49. 
He enjoyed woodworking, fishing and spend-
ing time with his family and friends.

He is survived by wife Kathy Hall of Mac-
clenny and son Marshall (Tammy) Hall of 
Macclenny; daughter Candy (Earl) McGinley of 
Glen St. Mary; grandchildren Travis Hall, Jesse 
Hall, Montana McGinley and Olivia McGinley. 
He was preceded in death by his parents David 
and Juanita Hall and brothers David Hall, Earl 
Hall, Bobby Hall and Paul Hall.

The funeral service will be held at 11 am on Friday, July 11 at 
Glen Baptist Church with Pastor Randy Williams officiating. Inter-
ment will follow at Macedonia Cemetery in Macclenny. The family 
will receive friends one hour prior to service at the church. Forbes 
Funeral Home of Macclenny is in charge of arrangements.

Funeral held Sunday for Gaylia Hayes
Edith “Gaylia” Hayes, 86, of Macclenny and 

formerly of Jacksonville, died on July 2, 2014 
at Wells Nursing Home. She was born in Jack-
sonville on April 21, 1928 and was preceded 
in death by her first husband D. Harley Gid-
dens and second husband Rev. Cecil M. Hayes; 
parents Willis B. and Pauline Dykes; brother 
Aubrey “Bubba” Dykes and daughter-in-law 
Linda Giddens.

Mrs. Hayes is survived by children Gid Gid-
dens, Roxanne (Charlie) Wilson, Roxy Giddens, 
Darrell (Martha) Giddens, Connie (Butch) Bol-
ling and step-children Tera (Bonnie) Hayes, 
Celia (Steve) Cox,; eight grandchildren and 13 
great-grandchildren; brother Ronnie (Rita) 
Dykes and sister-in-law Martha Dykes. 

Gaylia was an accomplished pianist and was known to her family 
and friends for her smooth style of playing. She was known through-
out the Duval County Gospel Singer’s Association and southern and 
northern GA singing conventions. She worked for Florida State Col-
lege at Jacksonville for 10 years. After retirement, Gaylia and Rev.  
Hayes moved to the Asheville, N.C. area and continued their min-
istry in several UMC churches throughout western North Carolina. 
Her interests included sewing, gardening, cooking, singing, and 
playing the piano. She excelled at them all.

Funeral service for Mrs. Hayes was held at the First Assembly 
of God Church in Macclenny at 2 pm Sunday, July 6 with Pastor 
Joshua Potts officiating. Interment followed at Manntown Cem-
etery, Glen St. Mary, FL. Giddens-Reed Funeral Home in Baldwin 
was in charge of arrangements.

June Howard, 82, of Macclenny dies
Lona June Howard, 82, of Macclenny died 

on Tuesday, July 1, 2014 at the Suwannee Val-
ley Care Center in Lake City following an ex-
tended illness. She was born in Bell, Florida 
and resided in Jacksonville before moving to 
Macclenny in 1975. She worked for Prudential 
Life Insurance Company in Jacksonville for 
many years and for Avon Products for over 40 
years, including as northeast Florida district 
manager.

Mrs. Howard was a graduate of Bell High 
School, a member of the Prospect Primitive 
Baptist Church in Jasper, Fla. and served as 
church clerk and treasury for many Primitive 
Baptist churches. She enjoyed exercising and 
her church services and taking trips as an Avon representative.

She is survived by daughters Lisa June Wootters of Bell and Mol-
ly Wallace of High Springs, Fla.; sons Horace Wayne Stokes of Bell, 
Michael Williams of Lake City and Danny W. Stokes Sr. of Macclen-
ny; sisters Martel Carrier of Rome, New York and Cloia Ann Morris 
of St. Maries, Idaho; grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

The funeral service was held at 3 pm on Saturday, July 5, at the 
Wayfair Primitive Baptist Church in Bell with Rev. Mike Williams, 
Elder Albert Altman and Mr. Jimmy Thornton officiating. Inter-
ment was in Wayfair Cemetery. Please make memorials to Haven 
Hospice, Suwannee Valley Care Center, 6037 West U.S. Highway 
90, Lake City, Fla. 32055. Guerry Funeral Home of Lake City was in 
charge of arrangements.

Jesse Hall Nathan Keene

Edith Hayes

June Howard

Memorial Thursday for Robert Koon
Robert L. Koon Sr., 67, of Lake Butler died on Wednesday, July 

2, 2014 at Shands of UF in Gainesville after a brief illness. He was 
born November 27, 1946 in Branford to the late Norman and Zell 
Adkins Koon. He lived most of his life in Macclenny, Raiford and 
Lake Butler, and retired from the Florida Department of Correc-
tions as a correctional officer at UCI. Mr. Koon was a Navy veteran.

Mr. Koon is survived by his partner of 20 years, Iris Garland of 
Lake Butler; daughter Amie Hernandez (Gustavo) of Lake City and 
son Robert L. Koon Jr of Macclenny; step-children Tommy Woods 
(Kelly), Christopher Woods (Leslie), and James Garland; grand-
children Karter Koon, Carson Koon, and Sierra Garland; sister Gin-
ger Spooner

 A memorial service will be held for Mr. Koon on Thursday, July 
10 at 6:30 pm in the chapel of Archer Funeral Home in Lake Butler.

Thanks so much
The Givens and Ruise fami-

lies would like to say thank 
you to each and every person 
who took the time to visit, 
call, send words of blessing or 
brought food during out time 
of loss. Again, thank you.

Givens and Ruise families

Youth events
Annual Vacation Bible 

School will be held in the eve-
nings on July 9-10 at Emman-
uel Church of God in Christ 
in Macclenny, followed by a 
Youth Revival and a Youth Ex-
plosion the following nights.

The bible school runs from 
5:30-7:30 each evening. The 
revival will be at 7 pm on July 
11 and the explosion on July 12 
at 7 pm.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 
Meetings Monday & Friday at 8 pm

209 Macclenny Ave.

Advertising Deadline
Monday
5:00 pm

NO EXCEPTIONS!
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Re-Roofs • New Roofs • Leak Repairs
Torch Down Leaks • Roof Inspections

WE SPECIALIZE IN PROBLEM ROOFS
Satisfaction Guaranteed

Licensed & Insured

259-2563
Commercial & Residential

Owner: Tim Combs

Florida State Certified Roofing
Contractor Lic# CCC1325730

FREE
Estimates

First Baptist Church
of Macclenny

“It Feels Like Home”
372 S. Sixth Street at W. Minnesota Ave.

Directions from I-10: Take Exit 335 N. Go 1.3 miles
North on Hwy. 121 - See steeple on left

Broadcast Live on WJXR 92.1 FM each Sunday Morning @ 11:00 am

Sunday ServiceS
Sunday School 9:30 am
Worship 10:45 am
 & 6:00 pm

WedneSday ServiceS
Prayer & Bible Study 6:00 pm
Awana for Children 6:00 pm
Youth Group 6:00 pm

Dr. Edsel M. Bone
Senior Pastor

Funeral held
on June 29th for
Carrie Thompson

Carrie Elizabeth Tanner 
Thompson (Mema) of Jack-
sonville died in hospice at St. 
Vincents 
Hospital 
on June 
25, 2014 
with fam-
ily and 
f r i e n d s 
by her 
side. She 
was pre-
deceased 
by her 
husband 
C a r l t o n 
Jr. Thompson, parents John-
nie Mae Osborne Driggers and 
William Tanner, brother Wil-
liam Tanner and child John-
nie Mae Thompson.

Mrs. Thompson is sur-
vived by brother James Tan-
ner and sister Johnnie Mae 
Thompson; children Carrie 
Elizabeth Thompson, Carlton 
Thompson Jr., Carla Barrow 
(Chuck), Joe Thompson (San-
dy), Priscella McCarty (Ray) 
of Macclenny; grandchildren 
Torrie Nielsen, Kelly Smilie, 
Elizabeth Thompson, Sher-
rie Thompson, Joe and Joel 
Thompson, Ricky Thompson, 
Kyle McCarty and Ray Mc-
Carty III; five great grandchil-
dren.

The funeral service for Mrs. 
Thompson was held June 29 
at Westside Baptist Church in 
Jacksonville with Pastor Ray 
Mayfield officiating. Inter-
ment was in Riverside Memo-
rial Park in Jacksonville. Town 
and Country Funeral was in 
charge of arrangements.

Carrie Thompson

‘Kitty’ Waddell, 
71, dies July 1st

Reverend Kathryn “Kitty” 
Waddell, 71, died July 1, 2014. 
She was born August 31, 1942 
in Jacksonville and was a 
m e m b e r 
of the 
C h u r c h 
of God, 
a very 
b e l o v e d 
w i f e , 
m o t h e r , 
g r a n d -
m o t h e r , 
g r e a t -
g r a n d -
m o t h e r , 
sister and 
friend.

K a t h -
ryn is survived by husband 
Jimmy Waddell; daughters 
Cynthia Terrell (Ronnie) and 
Terrenia Staier (Tommy); 
sons Julian Cannon (Meg), 
Kyle Waddell (Regina) and 
Clifford Waddell (Barbara); 
five sisters; 15 grandchildren; 
15 great-grandchildren; many 
friends and extended family.

The funeral service was 
held Monday, July 7 at 11 am 
at Glen Baptist Church. In-
terment followed at Pinkston 
Cemetery.

Giddens-Reed Funeral 
Home of Baldwin was in 
charge of arrangements.

Kathryn Waddell

40th reunion
The Baker High Class of 

1974 will hold a 40th reunion 
on Friday, August 8 with a 
dinner cruise aboard Lady St. 
Johns in Jacksonville.

Space is limited so make 
reservations now by calling 
904-396-2333 (identify your-
self as a member of the BCHS 
Class of ‘74).

For more information, 
contact Mary Kay Walker Un-
kelbach or Alana Harvey via 
Facebook. 

‘79 class reunion
The Baker County High 

School Class of 1979 plans its 
35th reunion on Saturday, 
July 26 at Calendars in Mac-
clenny starting at 5 pm.

The cost is $30 per person 
and deadline for registration 
is July 17. Send payments to 
Kay Stewart, 16150 Crews Rd., 
Glen St. Mary, FL 32040.

For more details, call 904-
955-3645.

JOEL ADDINGTON
MANAGING EDITOR  

reporter@bakercountypress.com

About 50 children, with ear 
plugs in, turned out for a drum 
line show as part of the Emily 
Taber library’s summer chil-
dren’s series this week.

The weekly activities at the 
Women’s Club started in mid-
June and run through July. 
They incorporate educational 
lessons in science and reading 
into fun activities and shows 
for youths, all free of charge. 

For the program the morn-
ing of July 8, James Brown and 
three other current or former 
members of the Union County 
High School drum line per-
formed as children learned 
about pitch, cadences and 
the nuts and bolts of various 
drums, including that the cov-
ering over the top of the group’s 
snare drum is made of Kevlar. 

“But it’s not bullet proof,” 
Mr. Brown told the audience. 

About halfway through the 
hour-long program, the kids 
got in on the act by by clapping 

in steady rhythm as drummers 
played to simulate the smash-
ing of cymbals. 

Raffle prizes were also hand-
ed out to a handful of lucky at-
tendees. 

“It’s the program that’s near-
est and dearest to my heart. 
Drums are what I’m all about,” 
Mr. Brown told the group. 

The next program in the se-
ries, a magic show, is July 15 at 
10 a.m. at the Women’s Club. 
Call the library at 259-6464 for 
more information.

To see video of the show, 
visit www.bakercountypress.
com later this week.

Purchase this photo at www.bakercountypress.com Photo by Joel Addington
Children clap to simulate the sound of cymbals clashing while the drum line members play on stage.

Photo by Joel Addington

Drum line members (l-r) William Brown, Ben Riggs and James Brown.

The summer ‘beat goes on’ at library
Union Co.
drummers
entertain

The following dispositions 
were ordered by County Judge 
Joey Williams during regular 
court session on July 2:

• Monica Addison, petty 
theft; failed to appear, warrant 
issued.

• Gus Alderman, no valid 
driver’s license; failed to ap-
pear, warrant issued.

• Monica Beasley, expired 
driver’s license more than six 
months; failed to appear, war-
rant issued.

• William Bristow, disor-
derly intoxication; court costs.

• Goddard Browning, reck-
less driving; six-month pro-
bation, Give Back to Baker 
(GBB) community service if 
not employed, anger manage-
ment class.

• Deborah Byram, DUI; 
failed to appear, warrant is-
sued.

• Bruce Clough III, resisting 
arrest; 99 days in jail.

• Jason Collett, petty theft 
and resisting arrest; 34 days 

in jail.
• William Curran, petty 

theft, 28 days in jail.
• Derrick Gorman, domes-

tic battery; 30 days in jail, 
12-month probation, mental 
health evaluation, batterer’s 
intervention class.

• Susan Green, resisting ar-
rest and disorderly conduct; 
15 days in jail.

• John Holloman, posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia; 2 
days in jail, 12-month proba-
tion, alcohol and drug abuse 
support groups.

• Bettina Jones, driving on 
a suspended license and at-
taching a non-assigned license 
tag; failed to appear, warrant 
issued.

• Darnell Lee, reckless driv-
ing; six-month probation.

• Susan Mixon, no valid 
driver’s license; failed to ap-
pear, warrant issued.

• Julian Pendleton, disor-
derly conduct; six-month pro-
bation, 25 hours community 

service, anger management 
and parenting classes.

• Don Queen, disorderly 
conduct; failed to appear, war-
rant issued.

• Brandon Ruise, no vehicle 
registration or driver’s license; 
failed to appear, warrant is-
sued.

• Logan Russell, DUI, 
12-month probation, two days 
in jail, all DUI sanctions.

• Amber Tillis, disorderly 
conduct; two days in jail, six-
month probation, GBB, alco-
hol and drug abuse support 
groups, parenting classes.

• Joseph Trowell, game law 
violation; court costs.

• Malissa Tubberville, petty 
theft; six-month probation, 
petty theft class, GBB and hold 
sign in front of retailer.

• Jonathan Vinson, game 
law violation; court costs.

• Khaharey White, driving 
on a suspended license; failed 
to appear, warrant issued.

COUNTY COURT

Dispositions from July 2 session

JOEL ADDINGTON
MANAGING EDITOR  

reporter@bakercountypress.com

Clayton Yarbrough of Mac-
clenny won his first competi-
tive karaoke title the evening of 
July 2 at the end of a 12-week-
long contest in Middleburg at 
Prevatt’s Sports Bar & Grill.

“I sure can use the $250 
first place cash,” said Mr. Yar-
brough, 53.

He said having a very loud 
crowd that night was “awe-
some,” as were the other seven 
singers in the final round.

“The competition was very 
strong,” he said.

Mr. Yarbrough won the con-
test singing Conway Twitty’s 
“Don’t Take It Away.” He plans 
to spend his winnings on his 
bass boat.

He said he’ll always remem-
ber how the crowd was “going 
crazy” as he left the stage and 
the big smile on his wife Don-
na’s face.

“I’ve only been singing in 
competitions since 2011 and 
never would have thought that 
I would ever win a competition, 
but I very much enjoy singing 
both country and gospel mu-
sic,” said Mr. Yarbrough.

He’ll be singing at fundraiser 
for an ill boy at the fairgrounds 
on July 26 from 3 p.m. to 3:30 
p.m. You can also find videos 
of Mr. Yarborough belting out 
tunes on YouTube by searching 

his name.
“Fundraisers are a true 

blessing and an honor because 
it could be my family or friend 
or even myself who is in need 
and helping just a little is awe-
some,” said Mr. Yarbrough.

Photo by courtesy of clAyton yArbrough

Clayton Yarbrough at Prevatt’s 
Sports Bar & Grill.

Wins karaoke meet

We’re always
looking for
news-from you

If you got news, especially 
good news, we want to hear 
about it.

The Press monitors official 
records and regularly sched-
uled events, but we rely on 
you, the reader, to inform us 
about what’s happening in 
your neighborhood, whether 
it’s central Macclenny near 
us, or in some of the far-flung 
reaches of Baker County. 
When Baker County residents 
are making waves around the 
country or the globe, we’d like 
to shine a light on them, too.

That mission trip that was 
especially challenging, travel-
ing sports teams, the tales of 
good deeds that should not go 
unnoticed, we want to know 
all about them.

You can reach us several 
ways: by calling Managing Ed-
itor Joel Addington at (407) 
617-4783 or sending him an 
e-mail at reporter@baker-
countypress.com. You can 
also find us on Facebook and 
Twitter. During normal busi-
ness hours, you can reach us 
at (904) 259-2400.

PRESS CLASSIFIEDS 
ONLY

$7.00 cash/check

  Deadline Monday at 5:00
The Baker CounTy Press



Page 12 The Baker County Press Thursday, July 10, 2014

The Baker County Press

Call 904-259-2400
Hours to place, correct or cancel ads: 
Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
The Baker County Press
P.O. Box 598, Macclenny, FL 32063

DEADLINES

BY E-MAIL
classifieds@bakercountypress.com

BY WEBSITE
www.bakercountypress.com

Placement, correction or cancellation of clas-
sified ads may be done by phone, e-mail or in 
person anytime before Monday at 5 p.m. for 

publication on the following Thursday.

TO PLACE AN AD...
BY PHONE BY MAIL YARD SALES 

Thursday and Friday, 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., 
1325 Copper Bluff Court. Moving sale; 2 curio 

cabinets, large safe, DVDs, ladies jewelry, 
books, miscellaneous.

Friday and Saturday, 8:00 a.m.-12:00 
p.m., 11409 Confederate Lane, Hills of Glen. Din-
ing room table and chairs, computers, clothes for the 
family, wedding dress, household and much more.

Friday and Saturday, 8:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m., Fox Ridge. Very 
nice clothes, household items-Megan/Regan Snow.

Saturday, 8:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m., 10424 St. Mary’s Circle East, 
Macclenny. Variety of items; lots of clothes, most $1 or less. 
Come and see. Rain cancels.

Saturday, 8:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m., 376 Magnolia Drive. Work 
scrub tops/pants XS-S $3, girl’s clothing. Too much to men-
tion.

Class i fied ads and no tic es must be paid in 
advance, and be in our office no lat er than 
4:00 pm the Monday preceding pub  li ca tion, 
unless otherwise arranged in advance. Ads 
can be mailed provided they are accompa-
nied by payment and instructions. They 
should be mailed to: Class i fied Ads, The 
Baker County Press, P.O. Box 598, Mac clen-
ny, FL 32063. We can not assume responsi-
bility for ac curacy of ads or notices given 
over the telephone. Li a  bil i ty for errors in all 
advertising will be limited to the first publi-
cation only. If after that time, the ad contin-
ues to run without notification of error by the 
person or agen cy for whom it was pub lish-
ed, then that party as sumes full payment 
re spon sibility. The Baker County Press re-
serves the right to refuse advertising or any 
oth er mate ri al which in the opinion of the 
publisher does not meet standards of publi-
cation. 

Sweet corn for sale. Derek Harvey    
259-5828 or 904-509-6720. 7/3-24p
New twin beds $145, trundle or drawers  
optional. Call 904-655-6464 for details.
 7/10-17p
L-shape sofa with convertible bed $300; 
6-sided, 54" glass table $50. 259-4558.
 7/10p
Artists. Oils, acrylics, water colors, 
Canvas es, draw ing pads and much more. 
On sale now. The Of fice Mart, 110 S. Fifth 
Street, 259-3737.  tfc
Camille Beckman hand cream, Root 
candles, unique gift items. Southern 
Charm 110 S. 5th Street. 259-4140.
 4/28tfc
Office Supplies, printer and fax cartridg-
es,  rubber stamps and much more. We 
specialize in hard to find items. The Office 
Mart, 110 S. 5th Street. 259-3737. 4/28tfc 

MISCELLANEOUS
Nanny’s Thrift Store. Located across 
from old jail. Furniture, toys, clothes. You  
name it, we have it or we’ll get it. 904-
229-2303. 7/10-17c
Children’s Elite has 2 spots available for 
any age kids. Summer special-no enroll-
ment fee. 259-1373. 7/3-10p
Home Improvements-porches, decks, 
remodeling-any home repair. Licensed & 
Insured. 904-591-2640. 10/17tfc
ADOPT- loving married couple seeks to 
adopt, will be hands on mom and dad. Fi-
nancial security. Expenses paid. Dawn & 
Domenick 1(855)985-4592, Adam Sklar 
#0150789. 7/10p
Train from home. Medical billing, ac-
counting assistant, customer service. No 
experience needed. HS/GED needed to 
apply. Sullivan and Cogliano Training Cen-
ters. 1-800-451-0709. 7/10p
AIRLINE CAREERS begin here – Get FAA 
approved Aviation Maintenance Techni-
cian training. Housing and Financial aid 
for qualified students. Job placement as-
sistance. Call AIM 866-314-3769. 7/10p
We install 6” seamless gutters.  Pres-
sure washing. 259-7335. 8/11tfc
OWN YOUR own Medical Alert Company. 
Be the 1st and Only Distributor in your ar-
ea! Unlimited $ return. Small investment 
required. Call toll free 1-844-225-1200.
 7/10p
Narcotics Anonymous. We are a group 
of recovering addicts who meet regularly 
to help each other stay clean. IT WORKS!! 
Meetings are held at the Baker County 
Health Department on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays 6:45 p.m.-7:45 p.m. 
 1/2-12/25p
Alcoholics Anonymous meetings Mon-
day, Wednesday and Friday at 8 pm. 
Call Wanda 904-994-7750. 8981 South        
SR 228, Macclenny.  1/2-12/25p
 

AUTOMOBILES
Now accepting bids through July 16, 
2014 on a 2013 Chevy Silverado 1500 
EXT Cab LT, 4WD with 2,763 miles. Ex-
cellent condition. Contact Beth Little 904-
653-4453. 7/10c
1974 Ford F-350, flatbed, 6 cylinder, 4 
speed. $2000 OBO. 904-607-6459. 7/10p
Wanted-Junk cars, trucks, travel or 
camping trailers, with or without titles. 
Call now. 904-307-2460 or 259-4161.
 6/19-7/10p
2000 Kawasaki VN750 motorcycle, 
New Battery, Stator, & Voltage Regulator. 
$2,900.00. 259-7523. 12/5tfc

ANIMALS
Horse for sale. Very gentle brown mare, 
barrel racer trained. Comes with new sad-
dle, new tact grooming tools. All shots up 
to date; hoof maintained. $500 firm. 407-
803-2669. 7/10-31p
Happy Jack mange medicine promotes 

healing and hairgrowth to any mange, 
bare spot, on dogs and horses without 
steroids. Glen Cash Store. 259-2381. 
www.happyjackinc.com. 7/3-24p
Dogs: all types from puppies to adults. 
Animal Control, $65 adoption fees will ap-
ply. 259-6786.  11/20tfc

HELP WANTED
Notice to readers:

The newspaper often publishes classi-
fied advertising on subjects like work-
at-home, weight loss products, health 
products. While the newspaper uses 
reasonable discretion in deciding on 
publication of such ads, it takes no re-
sponsibility as to the truthfulness of 
claims. Respondents should use caution 
and common sense before sending any 
money or making other commitments 
based on statements and/or promises; 
demand specifics in writing. You can also 
call the Federal Trade Commission at 
1-877-FTC-HELP to find out how to spot 
fraudulent solicitations. Remember: if it 
sounds too good to be true, it probably is. 
- The Baker County Press
Concrete/Curb Finisher, Form Setter & 
General Laborers. Please call Gene 904-
759-9845 or Mann 904-239-7532 to ap-
ply.  Equal Opportunity Employer.  
 7/10-31p
Full-time Paramedic/EMT. The Baker 
County Board of County Commissioners 
will be accepting applications until Friday 
July 18, 2014 for full-time paramedics/
EMT. Must be a Florida certified Paramed-
ic/EMT with current AHA certification as 
Healthcare provider and ACLS (paramed-
ic) certified. EVOC training in a 12 hour 
course is also required. Additional training 
and certification in emergency response 
related areas will be a plus. Full benefits 
provided and salary dependent on experi-
ence and certifications. You may pick up 
applications at the Emergency Services 
Building at 1190 W. Macclenny Ave., Mac-
clenny, FL 32063. Call 259-0229 for ad-
ditional information. The Baker County 
Board of County Commissioners reserve 
the right to reject any and all applications.
 7/3-10c
Class “A” Industrial Mechanic/Electri-
cian for 2nd /3rd Shift Maintenance Crew. 
Must have 5 years’ experience. We are an 
EECC, Drug free workplace. Health/Den-
tal/Life Insurance, paid Holidays/Vaca-
tions. Apply at Gilman Building Products, 
6640 CR 218, Maxville, FL 32234 or fax 
resume to 904-289-7736. 7/10-31c
Scaler/Shipping Coordinator needed 
for 2nd Shift.  Must have working experi-
ence of Scales and Computers.  We are 
an EEOC, drug free workplace.  We offer 
401K, health insurance, paid holidays and 
vacation.  Apply at Gilman Building Prod-
ucts, CR 218 Maxville, FL or fax resume to 
904-289-7736. 6/26-7/17c
CDL-A Company. Teams: Start 55 cpm! 
Solo: 40 cpm! Increased Sign-On Bonus 
PAID at Orientation! All MILES PAID!  Late 
Model Trucks. 1-866-204-8006. 7/3-10p
Drivers: $5,000 Sign-On Bonus! Great 
Pay! Consistent Freight, Great Miles on 
this Regional Account. Werner Enterprises: 
1-855-515-8447. 6/19-7/10p
Wrecker Operator needed ASAP. Please 
send resume to rmtowing@aol.com.
 6/12tfc
Experienced painters needed. Peacock 
Painting. 259-5877. 2/21tfc
Want a Career Operating Heavy Equip-
ment? Bulldozers, Backhoes, Excavators. 
“Hands On Training” & Certifications Of-
fered. National Average 18-22 Hourly! 
Lifetime Job Placement Assistance. VA 
Benefits Eligible! 1-866-362-6497. 7/10p
Experienced OTR Flatbed Drivers earn 
50 up to 55 cpm loaded. $1000 sign on to 
Qualified drivers. Home most weekends. 
Call: 843-266-3731 / www.bulldoghiway.
com EOE. 7/10p

BUSINESS FOR SALE
Business for Sale: Established Party 
Rental Business. Spoiled Rotten Inflata-
bles and Party Rental, LLC. $12,500. 904-
813-2474. 6/26-7/17p

REAL ESTATE

Notice to Readers
All real estate advertising in this news-
paper is subject to the Fair Housing Act 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status or national origin, or 
an intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.” Familial sta-
tus includes children under the age of 18 
living with parents or legal custodians, 
pregnant women and people securing 
custody of children under 18.
This newspaper will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate which 
is in violation of the law. Our readers are 

hereby informed that all dwellings adver-
tised in this newspaper are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. To complain of 
discrimination, call HUD toll free at 1-800-
669-9777. The toll free telephone number 
for the  impaired is 1-800-927-9275.
3 BR, 2 BA family home just reduced. 808 
Fox Run Circle in Macclenny. $125,000. 
Call 904-504-0773. 6/26-7/17p
3 BR, 1½ BA 1601 sf. vinyl siding home. 
Great country setting! Large screened-
in porch and carport, 30x33' detached 2 
car garage with a workshop and 2 car at-
tached carport, 14x50' storage shed. Nice 
stocked pond with dock, a variety of well 
established fruit trees, 2 wells, irrigation 
and security systems. Sits on 2.48 beauti-
ful acres off CR 250 in Taylor. Call 904-
755-7019.  7/3-24p
3 BR, 2 BA two story home, detached ga-
rage, guest home. $111,000. Case #091-
425149, online bidding www.hudhome-
store.com. Call Ginger at Hallmark Real 
Estate. 386-755-6600. 7/10-17p
3 BR, 2½ BA 1400 sf house. Newly re-
modeled; on 2.81 acres. Located on 
Farley Burnsed Road, Georgia Bend. 
$120,000. 904-200-0803. 7/10-17p
Large 1 BR, 1 BA home/apartment with 
potential income of $700-800 monthly; 
approximately 4 years old. Separate laun-
dry room, kitchen appliances, heat and air. 
Large attached carport, capable of clos-
ing in to double apartment size. Located 
in middle of 30 acres of pines; paved road 
frontage; 3 miles north of Glen.  Prop-
erty includes 4” well and complete 1050 
septic tank.  Reduced from $175,900 to 
$169,900 with possible owner financing 
at 7.9% with small down payment. Sig-
nificant price reduction with cash or 10% 
or more down. Call for more information. 
904-591-8200. 5/29tfc
1-10 acres, high and dry, fish pond, creek 
or river front, homes/mobile homes, set-
up. Owner financing. 912-843-8118 or 
904-699-8637. www.landyes.net. 3/13tfc
5 acres on St. Mary’s River, zoned Ag; 
high and dry. Ready to build on; very nice 
wooded acres. $54,900; two to pick from. 
904-591-2640. 7/18tfc
Lots for sale, Copper Creek, $25,000 
and Glenfield Oaks subdivisions. $32,000 
each. Call 904-813-1580. 2/7tfc
NC Mountains near Lake Lure. New log 
cabin on 1.59 acres, huge covered porch-
es, vaulted ceilings, EZ to finish, $74,900, 
add’l acreage available. 828-286-1666.
 7/10p

  FOR RENT

2 BR mobile home in Lawtey. 904-782-
3380. 7/10p
2 BR, 1 BA duplex apartment in Macclen-
ny; CH/A. $650/month plus $650 deposit. 
904-334-5383. 7/10-17p
3 BR, 2 BA mobile home in Macclenny; 
W/D hook-up. $500/month plus 1st and 
last month’s rent. 904-408-2480. 7/10p
2 room cabin within 8 miles of Macclen-
ny; utilities furnished. $110/week. 912-
266-1641 or 912-843-2768. 7/10p
2 BR, 2 BA extra clean mobile home. Nice 
shady lot; front porch. $650/month plus 
$500 deposit. 259-2121. 7/10tfc
5 BR,  2969 sq. ft brick home. 5651 CR 
23C; built in 2006. Gas logs and so much 
more! $2090/month plus $2090 deposit. 
Real Estate with Garlon Webb. 904-408-
9146. 7/10c
3 BR, 2 BA adorable house on ½ acre on 
1st Street, Macclenny. $900/month. 904-
507-9647. Tammie Mathews-Monarch 
Realty. 7/10p
2 BR, 1 BA mobile home in Georgia Bend 
area. $385/month plus $385 move-in fee. 
Garbage, water, sewage, lawncare includ-
ed. 1st month’s rent pro-rated. 912-843-
8165 or 904-219-2690. 7/10tfc
4 BR, 2 BA 2200 sf mobile home in Glen 
on 3½ acres; partially fenced. $1100/
month plus $500 deposit. 904-838-7790.
 7/10p
2 BR, 1½ BA mobile home; CH/A. Service 
animals only. $600/month plus $500 de-
posit. 904-923-2191. 7/10-31c
3 BR mobile home inside city; CH/A. 
$550/month. 259-3671. 7/10c
RV lots for rent; water and sewer includ-
ed. $300/month plus electric. 904-860-
4604. 6/12tfc
Clean 3 BR, 1 BA home with CH/A at 
9128 Dolphin Street, Sanderson. $750/
month plus $750 deposit. Call 904-813-
1580 or 259-2255. 5/15tfc
14x60 2 BR, 1 BA with appliances, heat 
and air. $600/month plus $800 deposit. 
259-6966. 7/10c
Clean 3 BR, 1 BA home with CH/A at 
8947 Glo-Jene Road, Macclenny. $850/
month plus $850 security deposit. Call 
904-813-1580 or 259-2255. 7/3tfc
3 BR, 2 BA doublewide on 1 acre on Jeff 
Starling Road, by new Dollar General 
store. Lawn maintenance included. $850/

month plus $1150 deposit. 259-9066.
 7/3tfc
3 BR, 1 BA brick home on Chipshot in 
Macclenny. $900/month . 904-507-9647. 
Tammie Mathews-Monarch Realty. 7/10p
2 BR, 1½ BA in Kozy Korners. CH/A, water, 
lawn and trash service included. Service 
animals only. $545/month, 1st, last and 
$300 deposit. 259-7335. 6/19tfc
2-3 BR mobile homes available. $450-
$600/month. Half acre; garbage, water, 
sewer, lawn care provided; family neigh-
borhood. 912-843-8118 or 904-699-
8637. www.rentyes.net.  10/31tfc

COMMERCIAL RENT
For Lease- 1500 SF retail/office space at 
541 S. 6th Street, Macclenny. $1000/
month. Call Jack at 904-616-9432. 
 9/26tfc
VACATION RENTALS

Smoky Mountain cabin with trout stream 
near Cherokee, North Carolina, Gatlinburg, 
Pigeon Forge, Tennessee and Dollywood. 
$350 a week. 386-752-0013. 6/5-8/21p

MOBILE HOMES

Land/Home Packages. 3 BR-$399/
month; 4 BR-$499/month. waynefrier-
macclenny.com. 259-4663. 6/26-7/17c
Like New! 2007 3 BR doublewide. $39K, 
set-up with AC. 259-4663. 6/26-7/17c
No Money Down, use your land. 2015 
5 BR, 3 BA-$599/month. waynefrier-
macclenny.com. 259-4663. Ends 7/31.
 6/26-7/17c
Brand New 2015 28x52. $6K off. 
$55,900. Set-up, with AC. Ends 7/31. 
259-4663. 6/27-7/17c
Will sacrifice my brand new 2014 28x80 
4 BR, 2 BA home; too big to fit on lot. Ask-
ing only $49,995. Will deliver to your prop-
erty at my expense; all warranties still ap-
ply. Call Matt 386-697-6209. 7/3-10c
Factory Repo! I have 2 28x60 3 BR, 2 BA 
2014 models never titled.  Will deliver and 
set-up on your lot for $39,995.  Still has 1 
year warranty. Call Chuck 352-401-2979.
 7/3-10c

FOR SALE
VACATION RENTAL

I BUY USED MOBILE HOMES

$$ CASH PAID $$
IMMEDIATELY
904.259.4663

500 Dollars
& DeeD

is all you need to
move into your

new Manufactured
& Modular Home

Call pat
800-414-2130

NOW AVAILABLE
1 and 2 Bedrooms

Baldwin Grove
APARTMENTS

904-266-4070
T.T.D. 1-800-955-8771

US 90 E., right on Yellow Water Rd., right on Rainer Rd., go to 
stop sign, turn right. Go to first street, turn left. 

RENTAL ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE TO
QUALIFIED APPLICANTS

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

DIRECTOR, COLLEGE FACILITIES
Supervision and administration of the Fa-
cilities Department. Responsible for plan-
ning, organizing and directing custodial 
services, grounds, public safety, receiving 
and warehousing, equipment and building 
maintenance, and security and disaster 
planning. Project, plan and coordinate new 
construction, remodeling and renovation 
work. Prepare and administer budgets on 
planned capital outlay needs and emer-
gent issues. Plan for long range needs and 
clearly articulate the current and projected 
status of the physical plant. Exercise inde-
pendent judgment to formulate policies and 
procedures. Must hold or acquire a Building 
Code Administrator license from the State 
of Florida. Requires a Bachelor’s degree in 
engineering plus fi ve years of experience in 
construction and maintenance work. At least 
fi ve years of supervisory experience at an 
assistant director or director level position. 
Knowledge of theory and practical applica-
tion of electrical, air conditioning, plumbing 
and mechanical maintenance, blue print and 
schematic reading, steam heating opera-
tion, boiler operation, transformer operation 
and maintenance, law enforcement and 
criminal investigation. Ability to create and 
manipulate spreadsheets, create computer-
ized reports and communicate electronically. 
Able to demonstrate and train on safe, com-
pliant maintenance skills. Basic knowledge 
of regulatory climate including OSHA, EPA, 
water and land use regulations. Desirable 
Qualifi cations: Contracting experience, 
State licensure in a construction related 
area, State Licensed General Contractor or 
Certifi ed Design Professional.

Salary: $49,875 annually plus 
benefi ts 

Application Deadline:  7/22/14
Position details and applications 

available on web at: www.fgc.edu
Human Resources 

Florida Gateway College
149 S.E. College Place

Lake City, FL 32025-2007
Phone (386) 754-4314 

Fax (386) 754-4814
E-Mail: human.resources@fgc.edu

FGC is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the 
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools. VP/ADA/

EA/EO College in Education and Employment

ALCOHOLICS
ANONYMOUS 
Meetings Mon., Wed. & Fri. 

at 8 pm
8981 S. SR 228, Macc.
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The Wildcat football team 
returned to the practice field 
July 7 after a week off and the 
boys didn’t show much rust in 
seven-on-seven drills Tuesday 
against Ridgeview.

The drills were the first time 
coach Tom MacPherson faced 
off against the program he 
built from the ground up and 
coached since its inception into 
the FHSAA in 1998. It was hard 
going against players he’s built 
a connection with, he said, but 
he is pleased with the way both 
teams played.

“You have seniors that have 
been on that team I was with 
for three years, so that’s tough 
to compete against your old 
team,” coach MacPherson said. 
“I just wanted to see them get 
better and to see us get better, 
obviously. It was good seeing 
them.”

After the week off, the coach 
was happy with the reten-
tion level of his players. The 
Cats worked in new offensive 
schemes that helped the unit 
hit its stride early and it fired 
on all cylinders throughout the 
night.

Quarterback Jacob Carter 
completed 73 percent of his 
passes for seven touchdowns 
and only one interception. 
Reggie Givens and Seth Paige 
hauled in three touchdowns 
apiece, while Blayne Merchant 
scored on a long catch-and-
run.

The newly added offensive 
philosophies are helping the 
offense click as they are giving 
the quarterbacks more options 
to throw to, the head coach 
said.

“Early on, there were certain 
concepts where if the defense 
covered it a certain way we 
didn’t have anywhere to go with 
the ball,” coach MacPherson 
said. “Now, we’re giving [Cart-
er] a little more leeway to say, 
‘Hey, if the defense does this to 
the side we want to throw, we 
have some things on the back-
side.’ We’ve got more and more 
things in each time we play so 
it’s getting a little bit better.”

The wide receivers also held 
onto the ball better for most of 
the practice. The first-team of-

fense dropped four passes on 
the night, a major improve-
ment over previous weeks.

While the receivers are get-
ting better at catching the ball, 
some of the same defensive 
woes crept up again. The de-
fensive backs struggled to cov-
er receivers up the seam and 
allowed Ridgeview players to 
get behind them for numerous 
big plays, including four touch-
downs.

The defense also had a tough 
time pursuing to the ball, which 
is something coach MacPher-
son expects will change once 
pads go on later in the summer.

Even with the mistakes, 
the defense made several nice 
plays. The unit broke up sev-
en passes on the night and 
both Will Rhoden and Curtis 
Harmon recorded intercep-
tions, the latter of which would 
have likely been returned for a 
touchdown in an actual game.

The Cats have two more 
sets of seven-on-seven drills 
before they go off to a week-
long camp beginning July 21. 
The team will travel to Union 
County July 10 for drills that 
will also include Cedar Creek 
Christian and Hamilton. The 
boys will compete in seven-on-
seven drills once again July 15 
at Santa Fe.

Coach MacPherson said 
the camp will be the tell-tale 

sign about where the team is 
because the lines will also be 
involved, but he has seen im-
provement from his team all 
summer.

“I think we get better every 
time we get out here,” he said. 
“It looks way better today than 
it did on May 23, and it looks 
better today than it did two 

weeks ago. We have to contin-
ue to get better and it has to be 
better when we take the field 
for 10 games,” he said.

TREE & STUMP REMOVAL
Lic. & Ins.

Call Danny Wood
904-222-5054

6/19-7/31p

KONNIE’S KLEAR POOLS
In-ground and Above Ground Pools

Installation Available
Chemicals• Parts • Service •Cleaning

698-E West Macclenny Ave.
(Lil’ Caesar’s Shopping Center)

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
10:00 am-6:00 pm

Saturday 10:00 am-2:00 pm
259-5222 

(CPC 053903) 4/21tfc

JOHN WILLIAMS PLUMBING
now offers 

Septic Tank Pumping,
Sump Pump Replacements

and all your plumbing needs. 
Call 259-4580

CFC056961 7/3-31c

PEACOCK PAINTING, INC.
Professional painting 

Interior - Exterior
Pressure washing

Residential - Commercial
Parking lot line striping 

Fully insured  &  Locally owned
25 years experience

259-5877
2/10tfc

JOSH BRYAN CONCRETE
Sidewalks•Slabs•Decorative Works

904-327-8912
904-653-1904

 7/10-31p

BATHROOM REMODELS
New fixtures  - Ceramic Tile 

ADA Transformations 
Roll-in Showers - Walk-in Tubs

Call 259-4580
Licensed and insured

CFC056961 7/3-31c

PLUMBING-SEWER-SEPTIC
Over 40 Years Experience

 24 Hour Service
259-6934 or 904-591-0063
CFC032613 MP005858 I-13219RCMD

Ronnie Sapp
5/16tfc

MARTIN WELL DRILLING 
& PUMP SERVICE

2” wells
Macclenny 259-9014

Cell 838-3517 
Bryceville 266-4956 

welldriller@nefcom.net
License No. FL 2795, GA 566 6/5-7/31p

B&W TREE & LAND SERVICES 
Full line of tree and land services: 

Removal• Trimming•Clearing
 Pond Digging •Bulldozer 

Loader •Bucket Truck and more!
904-259-8253 

Licensed & Insured
www.treeandlandservices.com

 6/12tfc

MICHAEL & JONATHAN’S, INC.
•Landscaping•Trenching
•Lawn Service & Irrigation 
•New Installation & Repairs
For all your total lawn needs.

259-7388
Residential and Business

Licensed & Insured
 7/10-17c

PUMP REPAIR
2” or 4” wells - shallow or deep

Call 904-259-4580
Licensed and insured

CFC056961 7/3-31c

BAKER LAWN & TREE SERVICE
Full Service Lawncare and 

Tree Service
Pressure Washing •Gutter Cleaning
904-408-9361/904-625-6853

Services to fit your needs.
 7/10-31p

ROGER RAULERSON 
WELL DRILLING

2” and 4” Wells
Pump Service | Water Treatment

259-7531
Licensed & Insured

Family owned & operated
Raulersonville, LLC.

12/31tfc

I’M BACK!!
LEE’S PUMP SERVICE

Repair & Installation
TIM LEE

904-813-2339
leespumprepair@gmail.com

 7/3-31p

C & R LAWN SERVICES
Landscaping • Mowing

Trim Hedges•Trees•Tractor Work
Free Estimates

Licensed & Insured
904-238-0792

6/26, 7/10p

FILL DIRT
Culverts installed

Tim Johnson
259-2536 • 904-838-2818

5/11tfc

DEPENDABLE HEATING, AC
AND ELECTRICAL 

CONTRACTOR
Residential • Commercial

New Construction • Remodel
259-6546

Elec. license # EC-0001471
AC license # CA-C057649  2/10tfc

PUMP REPAIR 24 HR 
WELL DRILLING 

2”-4” & Larger 
259-6934 or 904-591-0063 

Ronnie Sapp
Water Well Contr FL7003, GA316 5/16tfc

GATEWAY PEST CONTROL,  INC.
259-3808

All types of pest control
Call Eston, Shannon or Bill

Ask about our fire ant control
6/26tfc

ANGEL AQUA, INC.
Water Quality Treatment 

“We can improve your water”
Water softeners - Iron filters 

Sales - Rentals - Service - Repairs
Ask us about our “Chemical Free” 

systems
 Morton Salt

 “Keep Full” Salt Delivery Service 
797 S. 6th Street, Macclenny

259-6672
7/12tfc

FULL LINE OF WEDDING
 INVITATIONS & ACCESSORIES
Shower and anniversary invitations

The Office Mart
110 South 5th Street

259-3737
4/28tfc

CYPRESS HOME BUILDERS, 
INC.

Custom New Home Construction 
Jody Paul Thrift
904-591-2640

2/10tfc

WE PUMP SEPTIC TANKS
Licensed and Insured

JOHN WILLIAMS PLUMBING
259-4580

CFC056961 7/3-31c

PRINTING & FAXING
Black & White and Color Copies,

Custom Business Forms,
Business Cards, Signs, Stickers,

Invitations, Rubber Stamps & much 
more!!!

The Office Mart
110 South Fifth Street

259-3737
 5/19tfc

DAVID ROBINSON’S 
LAND GRADING & MORE

Specializes in 
Dirt•Slag• Foundations

Water Drainage•Land Structuring
& More!

30+ Years Experience
Free Estimates

904-759-3984
4/24-10/23p

SIGNS & DESIGNS BY ELLEN
Signs • Banners • Magnetics
Window & Vehicle Graphics & 

Lettering
T-shirt Applications 

BEST PRICES IN THE COUNTY
259-6135  

 6/26-12/26p

JOHN WILLIAMS PLUMBING
Repairs • Re-pipes • Remodels 
Drain Cleaning • Sump Pumps

Water heaters • New construction
Call 259-4580

CFC056961 7/3-31c

JERRY LEE POWER WASHING
Dirt-Mold-Mildew

GONE!
See the difference a wash makes!

904-993-6434
904-662-1628

 7/10-31p

FEMALE WILL CLEAN HOUSES
or offices.

Call 259-6518
 7/10-31p

A & D IRRIGATION 
& PRESSURE WASHING LLC.

• Sprinkler Systems 
• Residential and Commercial 

• Installations and Repairs 
• Free Estimates

651-1739
7/3-24p

RICH LAURAMORE 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Custom homes 
Additions • Remodels

259-4893 or
 403-4781 cell 

RR License No. 282811470 11/19tfc

LAND CLEARING
Fill dirt • Slag

Cypress mulch • Red mulch
A little or a lot

904-521-1506
2/10tfc

Complete
Internet
hunt class
for free

The Florida Fish and Wild-
life Conservation Commission 
(FWC) is offering a free hunt-
er safety Internet-completion 
course in Baker County.

The class is August 30 from 
8 am until 5 pm in Olustee. 
Students who have taken the 
online course and want to 
complete this classroom por-
tion must bring the online-
completion report with them.

The locations for this class 
will be given to those who 
register in advance by call-
ing the regional FWC office 
at 386-758-0525 or going to 
http://www.MyFWC.com/
HunterSafety”MyFWC.com/
HunterSafety.

All firearms, ammunition 
and materials are provided 
free of charge. Students should 
bring a pen or pencil and pa-
per. An adult must accompany 
children younger than 16 at all 
times.

Anyone born on or after 
June 1, 1975 must pass an ap-
proved hunter safety course 
and have a hunting license to 
hunt alone (unsupervised). 
The FWC course satisfies 
hunter-safety training re-
quirements for all other states 
and Canadian provinces.

Those interested in attend-
ing a course can register online 
and obtain information about 
future hunter safety classes 
online or 
by calling 
the FWC’s 
regional of-
fice in Lake 
City at 386-
758-0525.

Purchase this photo at www.bakercountypress.com Photo by Joel Addington
Jacob Stalvey avoids a defender.

Purchase this photo at www.bakercountypress.com Photo by Joel Addington
Zach Rafuse gets the ball in traffic at Tuesday’s 7-on-7 drills against Ridgeview.

MacPherson goes against his former team 
Says it’s tough, but players are responding to new system
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We welcome your sports submissions for youth league, traveling league or individual athletic achievements. 
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CONTACT US 
By phone at 904.259.2400 or by fax at 904.259.6502. You can stop by our office located at 
104 S. Fifth Street, Macclenny, FL or mail your submission to PO Box 598, Macclenny, FL 32063 
Online at www.bakercountypress.com or email jonshu@live.com
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Baker County Touchdown Club Youth

Sign-ups
Saturdays ~ June 7 - July 12 ~ 9-1
Football ages 6-13 | Cheer ages 5-13

NO SIGN-UPS July 5th!
All sign-ups at Memorial Field
behind the BP station on Hwy. 90

Copy of birth certificate and proof of insurance a MUST. Child must 
be present at sign-ups to be fitted for uniform.

All cheer & football coaches must contact the league if you plan on return-
ing to your team. If you are interested in coaching or assisting, complete an 
application during sign-ups. Background checks will be conducted.

Incoming 6th graders who try out for the Bobcats and aren’t selected 
need to see Coach Rhoden regarding sign-ups.

Football & 
Cheerleader

 July 12 ~ 9-1 July 12 ~ 9-1

All sign-ups at Memorial Field

Child must 

Fee: $65 football
$155 cheerleaders*

*Includes uniform fee

bakercountytouchdownclub@yahoo.com

USDA
INSPECTED

Crossroads Shopping Center | 816 S. 6th St. | Macclenny | Open 7 Days a Week 8 am - 8 pm

SALE PRICES GOOD  JULY 9-15, 2014.

12 OZ. CLASSIC SALAD 
MIX OR COLE SLAW MIX

$149

RED OR WHITE 
SEEDLESS GRAPES

PINT GRAPE TOMATOES

$169

FRESH LARGE CHERRIES

$249
lb.

Heavy Western
“Lean & Tender” Beef

STIR FRY
$499

lb.

USDA Inspected Fresh Pork

CUBED 
STEAK 

$349
lb.

USDA Inspected Fresh 

SPLIT FRYER 
BREAST
$149

lb.

8.9-10.7 oz.
Oscar Mayer

LUNCHABLES
$249

2.5 lb Shaners
Chicken Breast or

TENDERS
$599

38 oz. Bottle Heinz

KETCHUP
$199

8.3 lb. Bag Kingsford

CHARCOAL
$579

12 oz. Hickory Springs

BACON 
$299

USDA Inspected
D.L. Lee Smoked

HOG JOWLS 
$199

lb.

$299
lb.

USDA Inspected
Fresh 

GROUND BEEF

Heavy Western Boneless Beef 

CHUCK TENDER 
ROAST

$399
lb.

$299
lb.

USDA Inspected Fresh
Boneless Sirloin 

PORK CHOPS

USDA
INSPECTED

$199
lb.

USDA
INSPECTED

8 PK.
HOT DOG & 

HAMBURGER
BUNS

99¢

72 oz. Bag  
JUNGLE

JAMMERS 
FREEZER POPS

$199

14 oz. Squeeze Bottle

KURTZ  
YELLOW 

MUSTARD

69¢

10 oz.  Bag J. Higgs
ASSORTED 

POTATO
CHIPS

$149

9.5 oz.  Bag
FRITO LAY 
ASSORTED 

POTATO CHIPS

2/$400

1 gallon
Assorted Flavors
WORLD’S FAIR  
ICE CREAM

TUBS
$499

16 oz. Can
Cowboy Billy’s

PORK & 
BEANS

2/$100

4 lb. C&H or

DOMINO 
SUGAR
$179
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With the 2014 Little League 
All-Star district tournaments 
winding down, one Baker 
County team is on the verge of 
advancing to sectionals while 
two other teams were elimi-
nated.

The Major division baseball 
team is on the cusp of becom-
ing District 11 champions and 
joining the county’s 10-11 year-
old baseball team in the sec-
tional round. The Major boys 
have won their last two games 
by a combined score of 20-6 
with a 12-2 win over Callahan 
July 2 and by doubling up the 
hosting Navy Ortega League 
8-4 July 5.

Now, they face-off with the 
Navy Ortega League team once 
again to determine the district 
champion. If Baker County 
wins July 8, they take the dis-
trict crown in undefeated fash-
ion. A loss would mean a third 
meeting between the teams 
July 9 for the right to move on.

While the Major baseball 
team has a chance to keep play-
ing this summer, two other 
teams weren’t as successful. 
The Senior baseball team was 
eliminated from the tourna-
ment in Arlington with a 13-3 
loss to the host team July 1.

Baker County’s Senior divi-
sion softball team also failed 
to advance after going 1-1 in its 
one-day round robin tourna-
ment July 5 in St. Augustine.

The girls cruised by Hilliard 
18-1 in the first game as pitcher 
Angel O’Neal, who was in her 
last year of Little League, gave 
up only one hit in the five-in-
ning game. Offensively, Harley 
Jones and Tabitha Camp both 
had multiple hits and drove 
home runs.

In the second game, a furi-
ous comeback attempt fell just 
short as the team lost 13-10 to 
Yulee. The Baker County squad 
gave up six runs on errors in 
the third inning, which proved 
to be too much for the team to 
overcome.

The girls’ momentum was 
stalled after a poor call at home 
plate. Yulee’s catcher was 
blocking the plate, which is ille-
gal in Little League, and result-

ed in getting a key out at home.
Still Coach PJ Lefebvre 

was proud with how his team 
played.

“They always played with 
heart,” he said. “They never 
gave up, and that’s all you can 
ask for.”

As the district tournaments 
come to a close, the 10-11 base-
ball team is gearing up for the 
sectional tournament July 12 in 
Rockledge.

Check next week’s edition 
for full results.

Major All-stars eye district crown

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 
Meetings Monday & Friday at 8 pm

209 Macclenny Ave.
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This summer has been load-
ed with numerous sequels in 
movie theaters, but the most 
intriguing sequel of the year 
could be from the NBA’s big-
gest box office draw — LeBron 
James’ “The Decision: Part II.”

The four-time league MVP 
opted out of his contract in 
late June after his Miami Heat 
were dominated 4-1 in the 
NBA Finals by the San Anto-
nio Spurs. James left two years 
and almost $43 million on the 
table by choosing to become a 
free agent once again, but he’s 
not going to have a tough time 
finding another contract that 
matches those numbers; it’s all 
but guaranteed he’ll sign an-
other max contract wherever 
he goes.

But where will King James 
end up this time around?

The most likely and, well, 
boring scenario would be 
James taking his talents back 
to South Beach for another run 
with the Heat, where he won 
two NBA titles in four years. 
The 10-time All-Star is sched-
uled to meet with team presi-
dent Pat Riley this week before 
he decides where he’ll play next 
year, USA Today Sports first 
reported.

Riley and the Heat made 
some moves during the first 
week of free agency that could 
convince James to stay. Even 
though neither signing was 
anywhere near the coup they 
got in 2010 with James and 
Chris Bosh, the additions of 
Josh McRoberts and Danny 
Granger add depth and show 
the organization is willing 
to make changes to suit the 
league’s best player.

The meeting with Riley and 
James’ success in Miami give 
the Heat the inside edge during 
free agency. He’ll likely stay put 
with a fresh new contract and 
hope to continue his team’s 
dominance over the Eastern 
Conference.

If James does re-sign with 
Miami, his teammates for the 
past four years and fellow free 
agents Bosh and Dwayne Wade 
will likely follow suit to keep 
the Big Three in tact.

Bosh has received interest 
from other teams, though, in-
cluding a four-year max con-
tract offer from the Houston 
Rockets. They are one of four 
teams James’ agent Rich Paul 
met with, per ESPN’s Brian 
Windhorst and Marc Stein. 
It’s unlikely, but if James signs 
with Houston and plays along-
side Greg Harden and Dwight 
Howard, it would create a Big 
Three that’s more dangerous 
than the Heat’s version.

LeBron’s
‘Decision:
Part II’


