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After a marathon public 
hearing in the county court-
house that began at 6:50 pm 
on July 16 and ended at 1:30 
am the next day, county com-
missioners voted 4-1 to deny a 
request by Oldcastle Southern 
Group to mine sand in south-
eastern Baker County after 
dozens of people spoke for and 
against the plan.

The proposed sand mining 
operation “would not be ad-
vantageous to our community 
… and would not promote the 
general welfare,” said Commis-
sioner James Croft, who moved 
to reject Oldcastle’s applica-
tion for a special zoning excep-
tion for mining. Commissioner 
Adam Giddens cast the dissent-
ing vote.

Mr. Croft and others said 
they did not believe that the 
county would benefit from the 
proposed mine nearly as much 
as Oldcastle would, despite the 
company’s claim that its re-
cent agreement with the City of 
Macclenny to use city reclaimed 
water in the mining operation 
would spur economic develop-
ment.

During the more than 5½ 
hours of testimony from doz-
ens of people, some supported 
the proposal and said it would 
be an asset to the county, while 
many others urged the board to 
send Oldcastle officials packing.

Marcus Rhoden, who resides 

on West River Circle, presented 
commissioners a petition that 
he said contained over 2000 
signatures of people from all 
over Baker County all opposed 
to sand mining.

Mark Broughton, represent-
ing the Baker County Conser-
vation Coalition, urged com-
missioners to kill the proposal, 
which he said was a product of 
“one of the best jobs of corpo-
rate seduction I’ve ever seen.”

Despite Oldcastle’s state-
ment that the company has no 
plans to drill into the aquifer, 
Mr. Broughton and others said 
they didn’t believe that promise 
would last.

“No plans to drill is no plans 
to drill now,” he said. He also 
said last year a company attor-
ney threatened the county with 
a lawsuit if the mining applica-
tion were denied, but “now it’s 
being soft sold” with promises 

of economic development, mil-
lions of dollars worth of equip-
ment provided to the City of 
Macclenny and other entice-
ments.

The commission’s vote came 
about three weeks after the 
county’s Land Planning Agency 
voted 3-1 to recommend ap-
proval of Oldcastle’s zoning 
application on June 27, follow-
ing another public hearing that 
only drew a handful of oppo-

nents.
The site, roughly 437 acres 

almost three miles south of In-
terstate 10 and east of SR 228, 
is zoned agriculture, a category 
that permits mining only with 
an approved special exception 
from the county.

Oldcastle received its final 
environmental permit from 
the state this spring and also 

bakercountypress.com

Visit our website and vote each week in our online poll.

The new
county fire
chief’s 
strong suit:
training

See page 8

Boys team
to state, four
others in
sectionals

 See page 15

online poll results
How should B. C. commissioners 

vote on the proposed zip line 
park, which generated some 
opposition from neighboring 

property owners?

67%   Yes
25%   No
8%    Undecided 

Baker Bullets 
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Winston at 
home pool 

See page 16

Sheriff’s deputies descended 
on a residence on D. E. Long 
Dr. near Macclenny the after-
noon of July 9 and arrested an 
occupant on numerous felony 
and misdemeanor drug posses-
sion counts.

The raid was the result of an 
undercover buy conducted at 
the address in June.

Investigator Matt Yarbor-
ough said 
Carol 
Parker, 
2 2 ,  o f 
Macclen-
ny was ar-
rested fol-
lowing a 
search of a 
bedroom 
where she 
had been 
staying off 
and on.

Prop-
erty owner Pamela Stewart 
consented to the search that 
yielded both powder and crack 
cocaine, five varieties of pre-
scriptions including opiates 
and anti-anxiety drugs, par-
tially smoked marijuana ciga-
rettes, a weighing scale and 
other paraphernalia.

The investigator said items 
were found on the suspect’s 
bed, in her purse and under the 
bed during the search late that 
afternoon. Police also found 
plastic baggies commonly used 
to package drugs, and they con-
fiscated $83 believed to be the 
proceeds from a drug sale.

Ms. Parker is also charged 
with selling Oxycodone and 
morphine to an undercover 
buyer at the same address on 
June 20. An earlier report by 
Investigator Mike Hauge, who 
along with Mr. Yarborough 
handles narcotics cases, said 
the drugs were purchased for 
$60.

In another felony possession 
case, Deputy Trey McCullough 
arrested David Bell, 36, of Mac-
clenny for having 96.5 grams of 
packaged marijuana in a vehi-
cle that was stopped downtown 
the afternoon of July 9 because 
the driver was not wearing a 
seat belt.

The officer said he observed 
Mr. Bell toss the vacuum pack 
of pot onto a rear floorboard 
behind the front passenger seat 
in a vehicle driven by Larry 
Smiley, 55, of Glen St. Mary. 
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When Anthony Bennett and 
his wife Catherine started a 
restaurant in Macclenny eight 
years ago, health insurance 
was not something they talked 
about.

“It did not even occur to us,” 
Mr. Bennett recalled. “We nev-
er really ever went to the doc-
tor.”

They were in their 30s and 
healthy and their two chil-
dren had affordable coverage 
through Florida KidCare, a gov-
ernment subsidized program 
for modest income families. 
Plus, health insurance rates 
on the private market were too 
high, said Mr. Bennett, 44.

That could change later this 
year when a federal  health-
care exchange, known as the 
Healthcare Marketplace, 
launches in October and be-
gins selling private plans to 
uninsured Floridians, some of 
whom will be eligible for fed-
eral subsidies to buy coverage.

Mr. Bennett and another 
small businessman in Sander-
son, Greg Sheppard, both unin-
sured today, say they’ll certain-
ly weigh their options when the 
time comes.

Mr. Bennett says his fam-
ily’s been pretty lucky when it 

comes to healthcare, “knock on 
wood.”

The couple and their chil-
dren haven’t experienced any 
serious medical conditions. 
They’ve gotten routine medical 
care at the health department, 
emergency room or the CVS 
Minute Clinic as needed, pay-
ing cash for the services.

 When Mr. Bennett broke his 
foot helping out a friend, the 
friend’s homeowner insurance 
paid for hospital care. Beyond 
his wife’s annual checkup and 
treatment for a few minor inci-
dents, they rarely need  health-
care. They don’t take regular 
medications and they remain 
relatively healthy.

Still, Mr. Bennett said, 
they’ve reached the age when 
regular doctor visits could 
prove beneficial to the couple.

“Unless it’s mandatory, I 
don’t go,” he said.

Mr. Bennet’s family histo-
ry — which includes diabetes, 
strokes and heart attacks — 
concerns him nonetheless.

“You name it, they had it,” 
he says of his parents.

The biggest challenge to get-
ting coverage, he admits, has 
been the cost.

“We had an insurance agent 
come in one day, but at the time 
it was just way out of our reach. 
And we never really checked 
back into it,” he said.

As details of plans available 
through the federal exchange 
become available, Mr. Bennett 
said he will consider them. To-
day, however, he says he knows 
little to nothing about  health-
care reform or how it will im-
pact him and his family.

“If it’s within our reach, we’ll 
get insurance,” he said. “I see a 
lot of doctor visits in our future. 
Annual visits are very impor-

tant for people our age.”
Mr. Sheppard, 50, of Sand-

erson and his wife are also 
small business owners. He’s a 
consultant and she owns two 
party stores. They’ve lacked 
health insurance since Mr. 
Sheppard lost his job two years 
ago.

“We looked into buying it 
but it was just outrageous — 
$550 to $600 a month for the 

minimum things,” he said.
Not being covered hasn’t 

been a huge burden thus far 
for the Sheppards, either. But 
if something catastrophic hap-
pened, Mr. Sheppard expects it 
would “wipe them out.” 

“We’d have to cash out of 
our businesses,” he said.

Like Mr. Bennett, Mr. Shep-
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Small business owners among the uninsured
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Catherine and Anthony Bennett, owners of Baker Grill in Maccclenny, have lacked health insurance for eight years.
see page 4
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County commissioners face a packed courtroom for public hearings Tuesday night.

Sand mine denied by board 4-1

see page 5
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One of the most frequent 
complaints I’ve heard from 
adults and children alike about 
Baker County is its lack of fun, 
family-friendly activities.

It usually sounds something 
like this: “Why don’t we have a 
movie theatre or a bowling al-
ley? It’s no wonder our kids get 
into mischief, there’s no skat-
ing rink or go-karts.”

I’m sure all those things will 
come to the area in due time. 
Perhaps after a few decades 
pass, and growth from Jack-
sonville pushes further west, we 
will see the chain restaurants 
and shops, big city amusement 
options and cookie-cutter sub-
divisions. Then, Baker County 
will look much like the rest of 
Florida.

Today, however, Mark and 
Allison Broughton have plans 
to develop a 20-acre zip line 
park across from the state hos-
pital, and I thought county 
residents would be delighted 
to have a family-fun activity so 
close to home. 

Turns out there were some 
detractors worried about the 
park ruining their peace and 
quiet, the hallmark of living 
in the country. After all, that’s 
what draw many people here.

The opposition took me off 
guard, nonetheless. During the 
Great Recession, when devel-
opment ground to a halt, I’d 
almost forgotten about the “not 
in my backyard” attitude that 

small communities often ex-
hibit to changes.

In the boom years, it was 
more common. When new de-
velopment, whether it be ad-
ditional homes, hotels or mud 
bogs, sought approvals, the 

not-in-my-back-yarders would 
emerge to decry the project’s 
traffic or noise or ugliness.

It appears the economy is 
improving and the protection-
ist, anti-growth instincts have 
re-emerged, mostly among 

neighbors of the planned zip 
line park. 

Resistance to mining, of any 
kind, I understand. The zip line 
park — a recreational activity 
with little to no environmen-
tal impacts and the potential to 

draw visitors and their money 
here — well, it’s a no-brainer. 

Kudos to the county com-
mission for listening to the few 
but vocal critics, and approving 
the park project this week. See 
next week’s edition for details.

I must say I was up to my 
sash in beauty pageants this 
past weekend. I’m not a beau-
ty pageant kind of guy, but I 
might as well have been.

As “guy in charge” of all 
things technical at the high 
school auditorium, I set up 
the lights and 
sound for the 
Forestry Pag-
eant. Mean-
while, a couple 
of hundred 
miles away, a 
much bigger 
pageant was going on that I was 
following with great interest.

My wife Kelley and son 
Spencer were in St. Petersburg 
for the Miss Florida pageant. 
Girls from all over the state 
were vying for the title of Miss 
Florida and a chance to repre-
sent the state at the Miss Amer-
ica pageant in Atlantic City in 
September.

So, why do I have a dog in 
this hunt?

Simple. Spencer’s girlfriend 
Myrrhanda Jones was Miss 
Palm Coast and in the running 

for the title. Spencer had spent 
much of the weekend cheering 
her on through the preliminar-
ies and the swimsuit, talent and 
platform competitions.

Myrrhanda, a real sweetie, 
had been preparing for some 
time. She was  at our house a 

few weeks ago. 
We like to eat, 
and when we 
all get together 
we cook a lot 
of stuff. It was 
all lost on her, 
however.

“Myrrhanda is in pageant 
mode,” Spencer explained. 
“She has a very strict diet.”

“What, does she only eat 
nuts and berries like a bear?”

“Kind of. Today is my fruit 
day,” she said. “I can only eat 
fruit. Tomorrow is my vegeta-
ble day.”

“I don’t suppose you have an 
ice cream and brownie day.”

“I wish.” Kelley scared up 
some melon and pineapple and 
bananas for her.

Myrrhanda was moving 
right along through the prelim-

inaries. She had done well in 
the swimsuit competition and 
her platform was right up near 
the top.

Every contestant has a plat-
form, a cause they support, and 
she has a great one. She has a 
non-profit called Comfort for 
Kids, which furnishes stuffed  
animals to seriously ill chil-
dren. Her stuffed animals have 
raised over half a million dol-
lars to support Children’s Mir-
acle Network.

She also has a patent pend-
ing on a device to help make 
ATVs safer. She was in a ter-
rible accident that killed her 
sister when she was 12. The de-
vice has a built-in level in case 
of an ATV flips. It detects the 
roll and automatically dials five 
numbers. The first is 911. It has 
a GPS locator to guide police 
and rescue to the scene of the 
accident. The other four num-
bers can be programed in.

Kelley and Spencer had a 
real case of nerves about the 
talent competition with the big-
gest point total. Myrrhanda is a 
Gatorette captain and twirls at 
an amazing rate. She had three 
batons flying through the air 
while she spun around three 
times. They were rolling across 
her shoulders and neck while 
she ducked and dodged – it’s 
pretty impressive. 

The judges must have 
thought so too, because she 
won the competition. It began 
to dawn on us that she had a 
real chance of winning.

I’m teaching summer school 
at the high school so I had to 
rely on texts to keep up with the 
latest news. Sure enough, she 
made the top ten, in the run-
ning for the crown. 

On Saturday night, she was 
picked to go first in all the 
events. She nailed her talent 
on the big stage, looked great 
in swimsuit and evening wear, 
and made it through to the top 
five.

Spencer was a nervous 
wreck as she came closer and 
closer. At one point he looked 
at his mom and said, “You 
know, she just might win this 

thing.”
The judges started weeding 

down the competition. When 
Miss Duval County, who Kelley 
considered her top opponent, 
went fourth runner-up, they 
were on the edge of their seat. 
Third, second – now it was 
Myrrhanda and a girl from St. 
Augustine. 

Bam! Fireworks and fanfare 
– she won! Spencer and Kelley 
were so busy hugging that they 
forgot to take pictures of her 
being crowned and sashed.

On to Atlantic City. We’re 
making travel arrangements.

Son Dylan brought up a 
good point. “If Myrrhanda is 
Miss Florida, doesn’t that make 
Spencer Mr. Florida?”

Strangely enough, this is not 
my family’s first foray into Miss 
America. Back in the dim days 
of the pageant, my dad, who 
was a jazz musician, played in 
the band in Atlantic City. 

In those days it was less 
highly controlled and he got to 
chat up a lot of the girls, includ-
ing winner Bess Meyerson, who 
he always claimed was just as 
sweet as she was beautiful.
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reactions to the
Zimmerman 
verdict ...
George Zimmerman was found 

not guilty last weekend of murdering 
Trayvon Martin, the 17-year-old he 
shot during an altercation in Sanford 
last year. We asked readers for their 
thoughts on the outcome of the high-
profile trial. Here’s what they had to 
say:

Scott Shannon: [Zimmerman] 
should have never been charged in 
the first place.

Melody Carver Langford: I dis-
agree with it. Entire confrontation 
could have been eliminated if [Zim-
merman] would have stayed in his 
car. Sorry a 17-year-old boy had to 
lose his life.

   Tricia Martin: The prosecution’s 
case was weak at best. If this had 
originally gone to a grand jury I don’t 
believe there would have been a 
trial. Instead we allow the court of 
public opinion to pressure the pros-
ecution into bringing charges. I be-
lieve the system worked how it was 
designed.

 Greg Sheppard: Finally a jury 
who looked at all aspects of the evi-

dence and made the right decision.
Chris White Harvin: Maybe he 

shouldn’t have gotten out of his ve-
hicle, but there is no law that says he 
shouldn’t have. The man defended 
his life! He did not break any laws. 
He should have never been arrested! 
Learn the law people.

 Samantha Mann: He followed an 
innocent child, provoked a confron-
tation and when the victim fought 
back he shot and killed him. No jus-
tice in this case! It amazes me that 
people don’t see the basic principles.

  Clayton Yarbrough: It’s not about 
principles, it’s about the law and Zim-
merman broke no laws. If anyone fol-
lows you, and you attack them, then 
you can be charged as well.

    Jenepher King: He was told by 
911 to leave the boy alone. If you 
had a strange man come after you, 
don’t you think you’d fight for your 
life, also?

Cyndi Starling: This was a tragic 
incident that could have been pre-
vented by both parties. My sympa-
thies to Trayvon’s parents for their 
loss and congrats to Zimmerman for 
his exoneration. Both parties have 
suffered loss and both are responsi-
ble. Trayvon lost his life and Zimmer-
man has too. He will never be able to 

Facebook FanS
‘What you had to say ...’

My Side of
the Matter

ROBERT GERARD

Dear Editor:
Baker County Little League 

just finished up 2 ½ weeks of 
hosting All-Star softball teams 
from all over north and central 
Florida, in both district and 
sectional tournaments.

Fans, coaches and players’ 
parents from those teams had 
high praise for the remarkable 
successful completion of more 
than thirty games, despite nine 
inches of rain including the 
remnants of a tropical storm 
that made the fields a boggy 
quagmire of clay.

That success would not have 
been possible without the hard 
work of a core group of volun-
teers who worked tirelessly to 
insure the fields were in play-
able condition every day.

To name all the people who 
demonstrated their commit-
ment to carrying on the long 
tradition of excellent hospi-
tality that BCLL is known for 
throughout the Little League 
community in Florida would 
be nearly impossible. From 
the Baker County Recreation 
Department, to the sheriff’s 
department, concession work-
ers, the umpires and district 
tournament people and the 
field crews. Every single person 
made a key contribution. 

There were two people who 
earned special recognition 
for their efforts. Billy Sullivan 
spent untold hours moving 
water off the fields and groom-
ing them into playing condi-
tion after the daily torrential 
downpours. Les Stone, owner 
of Stone Transport, generous-
ly opened his warehouse on 
weekends and donated mul-
tiple pallets of bags of Quick-
Dry to help firm up the muddy 
fields.

Our league is blessed to be 
part of such a great communi-
ty where people still know the 
value of commitment and dedi-
cation. Thanks to all those who 
truly did “step up to the plate.”

Melissa Burnsed
Tournament Director

Baker County Little League

letter to
the editor

On Point
In Print
Joel Addington

Volunteers
were truly
‘All-Stars’

Up close and personal with Miss Florida

Kudos for approving zip line park idea

live a normal life no matter the out-
come. We as parents are responsible 
for our children until they turn 18 and 
if something happens to them then we 
as parents should be held accountable 
for it. He was far from a kid. He was a 
young man with a lot of time on his 
hands. He was already in trouble and 
causing trouble, he should have been 
at home that time of the night and not 
out walking the streets.

Cynthia Taylor Maxwell: We are so 
quick to judge and form our own opin-
ions about other people’s situations. 
Yes it’s true that we have freedom of 
speech. We are free to express our 
opinions, and we are free to post them 
on Facebook. But sometimes we don’t 
need to, because no matter how much 
freedom we have, words hurt. We are 
alive today but none of us knows what 
tomorrow holds. Today it’s Trayvon, 
but tomorrow it could be your child or 
mine.

  Covey Paige: After reading the ma-
jority of these comments, I can honest-
ly say that I am elated that I no longer 
live in Baker County. I see a lot of peo-
ple still live and think inside the box.

 Adrian Williams: Bottom line is 
it’s not right for anyone to be shot and 
killed by anybody for any reason. The 
facts are that George Zimmerman has 
a criminal record too, so why is Tray-
von Martin the only one being called 
a thug?

Join the discussion on Facebook by 
searching The Baker County Press and 
liking our page. 
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recently signed a 50-year deal 
with the City of Macclenny to use 
treated wastewater in its mining 
operation, which officials said 
would negate the need to drill 
deep into the Floridan Aquifer.

The company agreed to fi-
nance construction of a pipeline 
to carry reclaimed water from 
the city’s sewage treatment plant 
to the proposed mining site. The 
“gray water” is presently dis-
charged into Turkey Creek under 
a permit issued by the Florida De-
partment of Environmental Pro-
tection.

Oldcastle also agreed to a city 
stipulation that the company 
build a pipeline corridor large 
enough to accommodate water 
and sewer lines for future growth 
and development in the largely 
vacant southeastern portion of 
the county. The city would pro-
vide the water and sewer pipes 
and Oldcastle would do the in-

stallation.
After the mining operation 

ends the company would transfer 
ownership of 375 acres to the city.

The pact with the city, which 
has received the support of state 
environmental authorities and 
the county’s planning and zoning 
department, was a factor in the 
LPA’s recommendation for ap-
proval.

Ed Preston, planning and zon-
ing director, told the LPA board 

and the county commission that 
his office recommended the min-
ing plans be approved. He said 
the application met all the crite-
ria in the county’s comprehensive 
plan and land development regu-
lations. Dennis McClelland, gen-
eral manager of Oldcastle’s ag-
gregate division, testified that the 
company only planned to mine 
eight hours a day and would not 
need to withdraw water because 
the city’s supply was enough.

pard is taking the wait-and-see 
approach on healthcare reform.

Implementing ‘Obamacare’

Though the Patient Protection 
and Affordable Care Act, also 
known as “Obamacare,” is now 
more than three years old, some 
of its key provisions, like the so-
called “individual mandate” to 
have insurance, don’t take effect 
until January 1, 2014.

Other parts of the law — cost-
free preventative care, a prohibi-
tion against denying coverage to 
children with pre-existing condi-
tions, elimination of lifetime lim-
its on coverage, allowing children 
to remain on their parents insur-
ance until 26 years old, among 
others — are already in place. 

Yet other provisions, includ-
ing the penalty for large employ-
ers not offering coverage to full-
time workers, have been delayed 
until 2015.

Regardless, nearly one-fifth of 
Baker County residents are not 
covered by health insurance, ac-
cording to the Florida Depart-
ment of Health, and as of next 
year, they could face a fine for 
failing to have coverage.

They are among some 2-to-
3 million uninsured Floridians, 
a group being targeted by a na-
tional “Get Covered” campaign, 
which is funded through the Af-
fordable Care Act.

The landmark law requires 
that nearly every American ob-
tain health insurance by January 
1 or pay a penalty through their 
federal income taxes. 

The penalty could be as low as 
$95 next year or a few hundred 
dollars depending on income.

Adults earning less than 
$10,000 are exempt from filing 
federal income taxes and there-
fore paying the fine.

Also exempt from the pen-
alty — which grows to $325 or 2 
percent of income 2015 and even 
more in later years — are those 
who would have to pay more 
than 8 percent of their annual in-
come for premiums.

Proponents of the law say one 
of the keys to reducing  health-
care costs in the future is getting 
more people covered by insur-
ance. That way, they argue, fewer 
people will seek out emergency 
treatment at hospitals, where 
costs are the highest, and more 
will seek care before illnesses be-
come so debilitating and so ex-
pensive to treat.

Obamacare also established 
federal subsidies for low- and 
middle-income Americans to 
buy insurance on the federal ex-
change.

Those earning between 100-
400 percent of the federal pov-
erty level, or between $11,490 
and $45,960 for individuals, will 
be eligible for the subsidies on 

a sliding scale. In other words, 
the more income you have, the 
smaller your subsidy will be.

Eleven insurers have qualified 
to sell health plans to Floridians 
on the federal exchange.

To do so, the plans must cover 
“essential health benefits” that 
include emergency services, hos-
pitalization, maternity and pe-
diatric care, mental health and 
substance use disorder care, 
laboratory services, preventive 
and wellness services and chron-
ic disease management, among 
others.

But the details of most of the 
plans to be offered to Floridians 
remain a mystery.

Brenda Dirske, a sales rep for 
Humana, said while the govern-
ment has announced who will 
qualify for subsidies, little is 
known about specific plans be-
cause most insurers won’t make 
such information public.

“They don’t want to show their 
hand,” she said, adding that plan 
rates and benefits will be avail-
able starting October 1.

She said the average annual 
cost of qualified plans published 
around the country, however, is 
about $2800 for an individual, 
before any subsidy is applied.

Research published by the 
Florid Center for Fiscal and Eco-
nomic Policy in Tallahassee last 
month shows the anticipated cost 
of coverage for an average enroll-
ee in the federal exchange based 
on income. The average enrollee 
was defined as a non-smoker in 
South Florida.

The projected costs were 
gleaned from one insurer which 
did share its rates with state’s 
Office of Insurance Regulation, 
wrote Greg Mellowe, who per-
formed the research and au-
thored the center’s report.

The monthly cost of cover-
age for an average enrollee, af-
ter subtracting federal subsidies 
from premiums and out-of-pock-
et costs, ranged from $83 at the 
$25,000 annual family income 
level to $611 at the $55,000 in-
come level, the Mr. Mellowe’s 
analysis revealed.

It also included the maximum 
costs at varying incomes, which 

fluctuated from $230 at the low-
er income level to $923 at the 
higher end.

Though enrollment in the fed-
eral insurance exchange begins 
October 1, coverage will not be-
come effective until January 1, 
2014, when the individual man-
date to have health insurance 
kicks in.

That’s also the date when in-
surers are no longer permitted to 
refuse individual or group cover-
age based on pre-existing condi-
tions. The law also puts limits on 
how much insurers can vary rates 
for those with pre-existing condi-
tions.

Uncertainty remains

Those restrictions may work 
in Sheppards’ favor. They spend 
about $2400 a year on medica-
tions to manage various condi-
tions.

But Mr. Sheppard said he’s 
still wary about participating 
in the federal exchange, at least 
anytime soon. Instead, he’s 
awaiting a quote from a private 
company in Clearwater that ap-
pears to have the most affordable 
rates he’s seen.

“There’s just not enough infor-
mation out there about what [the 
exchange] will offer,” he said. 
“It’s the fear of the unknown.”

In the future, however, Mr. 
Sheppard intends to compare 
what’s eventually offered in the 
exchange to what’s available else-
where.

As small business owners, de-
fined as those with fewer than 50 
employees, the Sheppards and 
the Bennetts will also have access 
to a separate federal exchange 
specifically for small businesses 
and their employees.

Similar to the exchange for 
individuals and families, en-
rollment in the Small Business 
Health Options Program or 
SHOP exchange begins October 1 
with coverage starting January 1.

According to www.healthcare.
gov, the federal website where 
individuals and small business 
owners will be able to compare 
and purchase coverage, employ-
ers may control what type of cov-

erage they offer and how much 
they contribute to the costs. 

They may also be eligible for 
small business healthcare tax 
credits for up to 35 percent of the 
employer contribution. That pro-
vision is effective today.

While uninsured low- and 
middle-income Americans will 
have the benefit of federal sub-
sidies to make private health in-
surance more affordable, a nar-
row group of the poorest people 
in Florida will not receive the as-
sistance due to the state’s deci-
sion not to expand Medcaid, the 
federal and state funded health 
insurance program for poor fam-
ilies.

Currently, Medicaid eligibility 
is restricted to low-income moth-
ers and mothers-to-be. Childless 
individuals do not qualify regard-
less of income.

After Obamacare was chal-
lenged in court by a number of 
states, the Supreme Court ruled 
to uphold most of the law’s pro-
visions but struck down a man-

datory expansion of Medicaid 
to individuals up to 138 percent 
of the federal poverty level, or 
about $15,800 in annual income. 
The expansion would have been 
funded largely with federal dol-
lars through 2016.

The court’s decision made it 
optional for the states to expand 
the program, and state lead-
ers here decided against it, say-
ing they feared federal funding 
would be pulled in the future.

Governor Rick Scott eventu-
ally reversed his stance against 
expansion after hospital groups 
lobbied for it. Hospitals stand 
to lose considerable sums to un-
compensated care if the legis-
lature continues to refuse to ex-
pand Medicaid.

Florida CHAIN, a consumer 
health advocacy organization, es-
timates there are 700,000 child-
less adults in Florida with in-
comes below 100 percent of the 
federal poverty level, $11,490, 
who will not qualify for Medic-
aid and not qualify for subsidies 
to purchase insurance on the ex-
change.

For additional information 
about  healthcare reform, please 
visit the following sites online: 

• Find out if you’re affected at 
kff.org/infographic/the-require-
ment-to-buy-coverage-under-
the-affordable-care-act/

• Key dates: www.hhs.gov/
healthcare/facts/timeline/index.
html

• www.healthcare.gov.

The driver claimed to have been 
unaware his passenger had drugs 
in the 1986 Ford stopped on Col-
lege Ave. at the railroad.

Mr. Smiley was ticketed for 
the seat belt violation. Under 
Florida law, possession of more 
than 20 grams of marijuana is a 
felony.

MACClenny City CoMMission

• Private Duty 
Nursing

• Full/Part Time 
Work Available

• Pediatric/Adult 
Homecare

• Shifts Available 
in Baker County 
& Westside 
Jacksonville

• Work Available 
Immediately

730-9580  ||  1-877-IHS-MEDI
6251 Philips Highway, Suite 7 • Jacksonville, FL 32216

Visit us online at www.integrityhealth.org
jaxoffi ce@integrityhealth.org • Fax 904-730-9714

VBS is here!
You are invited to

The Lord’s Church in Taylor
for Vacation Bible School
The weekend farm fun is

July 19 - July 21
from 4-8:00 pm

788 S. 6th St. | Macclenny | 904-397-0370
Sta� ed: M-F 9-9, Sat. 9-1

1 $1 Enrollment Fee

2 2 Free Tanning Sessions

3 $3 Off Monthly Fees*

*Offer good through 7/31/13.

UNCLAIMED BOND MONEY
The Baker County Sheriff’s Office has 
unclaimed bond money as follows:

09-23-2012 MOISES PATTON, Depositor
 Bond Receipt# 201817
 $1,244.50

Written claim with proof of identification must be made 
to the Sheriff’s Office before September 1, 2013.  Unless 
claim is filed within such time, any rights to these monies 
shall be waived and monies forfeited to the county.

from page 1

SO raids
residence

409 W. Macclenny Ave. | 397-0163

DISCOUNT
HEALTH
FOODS

Partners with R&G Seafood

Open: Tues. & Thurs. 9-7
Wed. & Fri. 9-6, Sat. 9-1

EAT Fresh
EAT Local
EAT Healthy
We offer a wide variety

of natural, gluten-free
and organic foods

from page 1

Small business owners among the uninsured

Mike Anderson 
press stAff

Noise, dust and heavy truck 
traffic are nuisances that home-
owners in the quiet Macclenny II 
subdivision say they don’t want 
on the edge of their neighborhood 
just outside the city limits south 
of Interstate 10 near SR 121.

Several residents from the 
neighborhood drove home that 
point to the Macclenny Commis-
sion the evening of July 9 dur-
ing a public hearing to consider 
annexing and rezoning a 6-acre 
parcel for industrial use by a local 
road construction firm.

“They would be right at my 
back door,” Henry Denley, whose 
home at 4239 Tom Norman Road 
is directly adjacent to the pro-
posed industrial site, told com-
missioners. “I’d have a problem 
selling my house with a construc-
tion company behind me.”

The rectangular parcel, located 
between Tom Norman Road and 
Estates Street, is presently zoned 
by the county as timberland resi-
dential. It would be classified as 
industrial on the city’s future land 
use map and zoned as industrial 
warehouse if the proposed annex-
ation ordinance is approved.

David Burnham, owner of 
Burnham Construction Co. in 
Macclenny, told commissioners 
he plans to buy the property and 
use it initially to store road con-
struction materials, including ag-
gregates, lime rock and asphalt, 
to be loaded each morning and 
hauled to various job sites. Future 
plans include a new office build-
ing, he said.

Presently, his office building is 
located on South 7th Street adja-
cent to CSX railroad tracks, but 
his heavy equipment and con-
struction materials are stored 
elsewhere between jobs.

He said he wants to consoli-
date his business and have a place 
where all 34 of his employees can 
work at one location, though 
most of them would have their 
trucks loaded and headed for job 
sites between 6-8 am.

“There would be 10 to 15 peo-
ple, tops, working there full time,” 

said Mr. Burnham, whose resi-
dence on Raintree Drive is only a 
block or so away from the prop-
erty he wants for his business.

His plans met plenty of resis-
tance from nearby homeowners 
during the city hearing last week, 
including Joseph Meadows, who 
said he works for a civil engi-
neering firm and owns a home 
on Birch Street at the entrance to 
Macclenny II.

“I’ve worked around aggregate 
materials,” Mr. Meadows said. 
“They generate a lot of dust.”

Mr. Burnham assured the 
board and the audience that 
sprinklers spraying water over 
the mounds of construction ma-
terial would be employed to con-
trol the dust.

Assistant City Manager Roger 
Yarborough said Mr. Burnham’s 
plans could be put in the form of 
a planned unit development, or 
PUD, to give the city more con-
trol by imposing restrictions and 
conditions on the business, such 
as fencing and buffering.

Mr. Meadows wasn’t so easily 
swayed. He stuck to his position 
that the proposed industrial use 
for the existing wooded and resi-
dential parcel is inappropriate.

“You don’t want a large stor-
age of aggregate materials there,” 

he said, adding that he’s a propo-
nent of free enterprise and pri-
vate property rights but that “a lot 
of people have put a lot of money 
into nice homes in Macclenny II.”

“From a planning standpoint 
maybe that’s not even something 
that should be considered,” he 
told commissioners.

Jimmy Wingate, who also 
owns a home on Birch Street, told 
commissioners that he works in 
the Jacksonville Building and 
Zoning Department and knows 
that it’s quite unusual to have 
commercial property directly ad-
jacent to residential property.

“Everything in there is resi-
dential,” Mr. Wingate said, “and 
this would be industrial, not com-
mercial. It seems like you could 
find a better place for it.”

With its county-designated 
zoning as timberland residen-
tial, city officials pointed out that 
a trailer park could go in there if 
the land stays in the county. That 
didn’t seem to bother the half a 
dozen or so protesters in the au-
dience.

“I’d rather see 50 mobile 
homes than industrial (activity),” 
Mr. Wingate said, noting that 
front end loaders, bulldozers and 
other heavy equipment operating 
early in the morning would not be 

a welcome addition to the neigh-
borhood.

“It’s true that equipment 
would be loaded sometimes as 
early as 6 am,” Mr. Burnham said. 
“There will be some noise, but not 
full time, not hours on end.”

Mayor Gary Dopson admitted 
to being tugged in different direc-
tions. On the one hand, he said he 
would like to help Mr. Burnham 
with his business plans, but on 
the other hand he said he “has a 
little bit of heartburn about put-
ting commercial next door to res-
idential.”

City Manager Phil Rhoden will 
invite Mr. Burnham and other 
interested homeowners to meet 
with him at city hall to discuss 
the matter further to see if their 
concerns could be addressed and, 
hopefully, resolved. The easiest 
way to accomplish that, he said, 
would be in a PUD.

“We may be creative in this,” 
Mr. Rhoden said.

In addition to agreeing to leave 
a buffer of trees standing to shield 
his proposed business from 
neighbors, Mr. Rhoden said. Mr. 
Burnham has also offered to work 
with the city to pave Tom Nor-
man Road.

Mr. Burnham said during the 
July 9 hearing that his employees 
and his company trucks would 
only use Tom Norman Road 
when arriving and leaving work. 
No traffic would be generated by 
his company on Estates Street, he 
said.

Eventually, commissioners 
voted to table the annexation 
hearing until after both sides of 
the controversy have met with the 
city manager in an effort to reach 
a compromise.

“We want to keep you and any 
other local businesses we can,” 
Mayor Dopson told Mr. Burn-
ham. “However, we have to ad-
here to certain standards.”

The hearing is tentatively 
scheduled to resume on August 
13. If approved at that time, a fi-
nal vote on the measure would be 
set for September 10.

Seeking compromise
to placate neighbors

Tables annexing materials yard 

Photo by Joel Addington

One of the many city rezoning signs that surround the 6 acres in Macclenny II.

Erectile Dysfunction 
Drugs May Be Dangerous To Your Health

FREE book by doctor reveals what the 
drug companies don’t want you to know!

Call Toll Free (800) 960-4255

Dr. Kevin Hornsby, MD will mail the 
first 37 men that respond to this ad 
a free copy of his new thirty dollar 
book “A Doctor’s Guide to Erectile 
Dysfunction.” He’s so sure this book 
will change your life he will even 

pay the postage and handling. If 
the popular pills don’t work for you, 
regardless of your age or medical 
history (including diabetes and 
prostate cancer) you owe it to your-
self and your lady to read this book. 

Sand mine denied by board ...
from page 1
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Come see

MIKE DEES
at Walt’s Live Oak Ford
1109 N. Ohio Ave. in Live Oak

for the

ABSOLUTE,
LOWEST PRICE

IN NORTH FLORIDA!

CALL TODAY!

386-362-1112
904-237-0646 Cell

waltsliveoakford.com

2012 Chevy Silverado
Work Truck, 28K Miles, 4WD

$23,788

Join us on

30%  OFF*

painting supplies 
15%  OFF*

custom order wallpaper

Paints & stains

July 19–22

40 %
Off*

the 4-Day suPer sale

*Retail sales only. Discount taken off of full retail price. Sale pricing or other offers that result in greater savings will supersede this offer. Valid on retail products only. 
Excludes Multi-Purpose primers, Minwax® Wood Finishes Quarts, ladders, spray equipment & accessories and gift cards. Not valid on previous purchases. Other exclusions 

may apply. See store or sherwin-williams.com for details. Valid only at Sherwin-Williams and Sherwin-Williams operated retail paint stores.  
© 2013  The Sherwin-Williams Company.

MON & FRI:  7 AM TO 8 PM 

SAT:  8 AM TO 6 PM  

SUN:  10  AM TO 6  PM

Store hours may vary. See store for details.

EXTENDED STORE HOURS: 

To locate a Sherwin-Williams store near you visit  
sherwin-williams.com or

 call 1-800-4-SHERWIN. 
Macclenny

PHARMACY
1254 S. 6th St. - In Tractor Supply Shopping Center Monday - Friday 9 am - 8 pm | Sat. 9 am - 6 pm

We
match Walmart prices!

$5off ANY TRANSFERRED
PRESCRIPTIONS

Macclenny Pharmacy is conveniently located in the Tractor Supply 
Shopping Center...but sometimes that isn’t convenient enough! We will 
deliver your prescriptions to your home when you pre-register with us. 
It’s one of the personal services we offer at Macclenny Pharmacy.
We are YOUR family pharmacy!

We accept most insurances

259-1116
Doctor: 259-1117 | Fax: 259-1118

Woodlawn Kennels
Quality Professional Care

GROOMING   259-4757 BOARDING

Private • Spacious • Indoor/Outdoor Runs
Complete Bath, De-flea & Groom  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $20-$25
Bath, De-flea & Nails Clip  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $10-$15
Boarding (per actual day) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $5-$10

Roger Raulerson

WELL
DRILLING

2” & 4” wells • Licensed & Insured

Family Owned & Operated

24 HOUR
Service Calls

259-7531
We’re proud of our name and 

we stand behind our work!

COUNTRY FEDERAL
C R E D I T  U N I O N

1.5%
APR*

Rates as low as
Country Federal Credit Union
will donate a portion of each 

loan to charity

FANTASTIC FINANCING AVAILABLE THRU SEPTEMBER 2
Get $150 Cash Back with your new vehicle*

602 S. Sixth Street,  Macclenny • 259-6702  |  100 S. Lima Street, Baldwin • 266-1041
www.countryfcu.com

*Subject to terms & conditions. Minimum loan amount $15,000. Cash back will be deposited into your checking account. July 29 - August 1
from 6-9:00 pm

at Raiford Road Church
For children ages: Completed kindergarten - 5th grade

Call 259-6015 to pre-register. Deadline is July 22.

Music   Crafts   Bible Lessons   Dinner

Welcoming all

cowboys & 

cowgirls

to join us for

a fun-filled 

week

HARRINGTON INSURANCE
371 W. Macclenny Ave.
Macclenny, FL 32063
Located between Family Dollar & Sports Shak on US Hwy. 90

904-259-1450

Lori Turk Harrington, Agent/Owner
harringtoninsuranceinc@yahoo.com

We offer Home, Auto, Business & Recreational Vehicle coverage.
Serving Florida and Georgia.

Trader Jo’s
&

Lily Rose
NEW LINES OF:
• Jewelry
• Bath & Body Works
• Aeropostale
& much, much more

UPSCALE RETAIL 
OUTLET

7116 E. Mt. Vernon St.
(corner of US 90 & Sherman)

Glen St. Mary

904-707-1331
Open Tuesday-Saturday

9 am - 6 pm

50%OFF
ANY SINGLE ITEM

with this coupon

Police arrested a Macclenny man and charged 
him with aggravated assault by pulling a knife on 
another man the afternoon of July 12 while at an ad-
dress on CR 139B west of Glen St. Mary.

Willie Dempsey Jr., 23, told Deputy Koty Crews 
that Michael Waters Jr., 25, threatened him with a 
shovel about 3:40 after he went to the latter’s resi-
dence seeking $100 he claimed was owed to him.

Mr. Waters insisted that Mr. Dempsey came to 
his address attempting to sell him an ounce of co-
caine, and that he picked up the shovel in self-de-
fense after the accused brandished the knife and 
threatened to kill him. Mr. Waters added that Mr. 
Dempsey accused him of being a “snitch.”

Mr. Waters’ version was backed by Emily Bar-
ton, 20, and her mother Catina Barton, 40, both of 
whom also reside at the address.

Eilene Combs, 33, was with Mr. Dempsey when 
they were stopped by police after the elder Ms. Bar-
ton called police, and initially backed his version 
of events. Later, she recanted and said she was not 
with him, but was picked up after the incident.

Deputy Crews said Ms. Combs permitted officers 
to search her Pierce Rd. residence and vehicle, and 
both the knife and a baggie of cocaine were found in 
an adjacent yard.

In another case, criminal complaints for aggra-

vated assault were filed on July 8 against Charles 
Hadley, 58, and Cody Hutson, 18, both of Macclen-
ny after a confrontation with Thomas Braddy, 22, of 
Macclenny at a residence on Eagle Dr.

Mr. Braddy told Deputy Chad Montean he was 
summoned to Mr. Hutson’s address  on the same 
street about 3:40 and they argued about an ex-girl-
friend. Mr. Hutson denied swinging an ax at Mr. 
Braddy, and Mr. Hadley denied brandishing a pistol 
when the argument heated up.

• Twin complaints for aggravated battery were 
filed against Ashton Amerson, 27, and Mikeya 
Washington, 18, both of Macclenny following an al-
tercation on Rock Ct. in the west city. Deputy Cle-
ments Leo said both were struck in the head with the 
same bottle and received minor injuries.

• The father of a patient at Northeast Florida 
State Hospital on July 8 accused a male employee of 
injuring his son back in March by striking him with 
a garbage can lid, and later with fists. The accused, 
37,  from Glen St. Mary, and a second unidentified 
employee allegedly caused bruises and swelling to 
the head of the patient, age 34.

The father told Deputy Jeremiah Johnson his son 
was seen by medical staff the next day. The officer 
noted he was unable to contact the NEFSH employ-
ee.

The sheriff’s department filed 
multiple charges against a north 
county man who went berserk at 
the Macclenny Walgreen Phar-
macy the afternoon of July 13 
when informed his prescription 
would not be filled.

Store employees told Dep-
uty Tony 
Norman 
that James 
Simp-
son, 40, of 
Sander-
son cursed 
loudly and 
swept mer-
chandise 
off shelves 
about 5:30 
w h e n  a 
pharmacist 
insisted she 
needed permission from his phy-
sician to dispense an unspecified 
medication.

The pharmacist said at one 
point Mr. Simpson attempted 
to force his way into her depart-
ment to make good on an earlier 
threat over the telephone to “kick 
her a**.” Another employee told 
the deputy the suspect grabbed 
an item off a shelf and threw it 
at her when she ordered him to 
leave.

Once outside, Mr. Simpson 
retrieved two tomatoes from his 
pocket and threw them at the en-
trance doors.

He was arrested in Glen St. 
Mary shortly after by Deputy 
Jermiah Combs based on the de-
scription of his dark colored van.

Mr. Simpson was booked at 
county jail for felony attempted 
burglary, assault, criminal mis-
chief and disturbing the peace.

In another incident at a retail 
location on South 6th, a custom-
er identified via surveillance tape 
was arrested for theft of $100 
from the Citgo Station the after-
noon of July 8.

Sheriff’s investigator Rodney 
Driggers said Benjamin Cline, 
25, of Macclenny turned himself 
in at county jail on July 10 and 
confessed to taking the cash from 
the top of a register about 1 pm 
on July 8.

The store clerk told Deputy 
Chad Montean a customer hand-
ed him $120 before purchasing 
fuel and he placed it on the reg-
ister until the sale was complete. 
In the meantime, Mr. Cline and 
a second male entered the store, 
and the tape depicts him reach-
ing for the money while the clerk 
was distracted, then running out-
side to a white pickup truck.

He was booked for petty theft.

A semi tractor-trailer parked behind the Exxon 
Store on South 6th St. in Macclenny south of Inter-
state 10 was apparently stolen sometime during a 
28-hour period ending the evening of July 14.

Driver Derrick Carter of Macclenny told Deputy 
Tony Norman he parked the rig about 5:15 pm the 
previous day and returned the following evening 
about 9:40 to find it had been taken.

The 2013 Peterbilt tractor and 2008 refrigerat-
ed Great Dane trailer belonged to Wisconsin-based 
Royal Express.

In other vehicle-related thefts, a surveillance 
video from nearby Baker Beverage depicted a white 
female entering two vehicles parked overnight at a 
residence at W. Macclenny Ave. (US 90) and 7th St. 
on July 14.

Later that afternoon police were called when 
Sean Robbins of Jacksonville found his 2005 Ford 
pickup ransacked and a .38 caliber pistol missing. 
Kaylee White, who lives at the address, told Deputy 
Chad Montean that personal papers and identifica-
tion were lifted from her 1997 Chevrolet.

The video depicted the suspect exiting from a 

white passenger car that morning between 3-4:30 
am.

• Beki Delp of Sanderson reported to county 
deputy Trey McCullough on July 13 that a camera 
and other items valued at $114 were taken from her 
2005 Ford SUV during the early morning hours of 
June 25.

When the officer inquired about the delay in re-
porting, Ms. Delp replied that she was unfamiliar 
with the process.

• Charles Spitzer called police on July 5 when he 
discovered property missing from his former resi-
dence on Ashley Ct. near Macclenny and currently 
under foreclosure.

The items included a weeder, blower, amplifier, 
jacks and autographed balls with a total value of 
$430.

• An iPod and headphones valued at $300 were 
taken from the residence of William Hand on Ivy St. 
in Macclenny during the evening hours of July 8.

Deputy Earl Lord said he interviewed one of the 
persons the owner named as suspects, and he de-
nied involvement.

An Olustee man is charged 
with both felony and misde-
meanor domestic battery follow-
ing a confrontation that occurred 
at the home of his girlfriend on 
Forest Lane in Olustee the morn-
ing of July 12.

Deputy Chad Montean arrest-
ed Thomas Schnee, 22, for bat-
tery by strangulation, a felony, of 
Jim Brown, 54, the father of his 
girlfriend April Brown, 23.

He is also charged with bat-
tery on Ms. Brown the previous 
evening.

Mr. Brown told the deputy 
that Mr. Schnee appeared at the 
residence to retrieve belongings 

early on July 12 and attacked him 
when told he was not welcome. 
The boyfriend had been staying 
there with Ms. Brown for several 
months.

The father also said that Mr. 
Schnee pushed his daughter to 
the ground the previous evening 
during an argument, then poured 
beer on her. The daughter con-
firmed that, but declined to sign 
a statement, noted Deputy Mon-
tean.

In another case, William Hub-
bard, 56, was arrested for do-
mestic battery on estranged girl-
friend Sheila Zajkowski, 49, at 

their residence on Brent Lane in 
south Macclenny the afternoon 
of July 9.

Ms. Zajkowski and a neighbor 
who lives in an adjacent trailer 
at Dixie Trailer Park told Deputy 
Robert Simpkins that Mr. Hub-
bard grabbed the victim by the 
arm, then punched her in the 
face before leaving on a bicycle.

The suspect was located at the 
county courthouse shortly after 
and said he cycled there to in-
quire about a restraining order 
because the ex-girlfriend has a 
drug problem and he wanted her 
to move out.

He denied striking Ms. Za-
jkowski and denied arguing with 
her the previous evening, an 
event that allegedly led up to the 
physical confrontation. Deputy 
Simpkins noted that Mr. Hub-
bard appeared to be intoxicated 
when interviewed at the court-
house.

A woman reported to police 
by other motorists for reckless 
driving in the vicinity of Glen 
St. Mary the afternoon of July 
10 was arrested for drunk driv-
ing and named in a complaint for 
possession of two kinds of con-
trolled drugs.

Deputy Matt Riegel said he 
got behind a 2000 Ford dual-
axle pickup driven by Vicky Sin-
gleton, 55, of Glen based on ear-
lier descriptions and observed it 
southbound on CR 125, where 
the pickup veered onto the right 
shoulder several times, then 
across the center line.

Ms. Singleton appeared un-
steady on her feet with slurred 
speech, and failed to pass field 
sobriety tests. She initially gave 
the deputy a false name, and her 
true identity was determined via 
a vehicle registration and match-
ing license photo.

Deputy Riegel learned that her 
license was revoked for failure 
to submit a medical report and 
charged her with driving without 
a license.

She was also charged with re-
fusal to submit to sobriety test-
ing, not wearing a seat belt and 
failure to maintain a single lane.

The deputy noted that Ms. 
Singleton was in possession of 
amphetamine and anti-anxiety 

medication contained in a pill 
vial with someone else’s name on 
it.

In other arrests, Ezekial Reg-
ister Jr., 48, of Glen was charged 
with disorderly intoxication the 
morning of July 12 shortly after 
he attempted to enter the resi-
dence of Romona Robinson on 
South 9th St. in Macclenny.

Ms. Robinson told Deputy 
Robert Simpkins that Mr. Regis-
ter was knocking on her door and 
windows about 7:40 am. When 
the officer arrived, he found the 
suspect standing in the middle of 
9th St. with his clothing in disar-
ray.

The deputy noted that Mr. 
Register became unruly when 

taken to county jail, where he was 
served with a warrant from Gulf 
County for failure to pay child 
support.

He claimed he wanted entry to 
Ms. Robinson’s house to smoke 
marijuana with her.

• Deputy Michael Clark ar-
rested Lisa Harris, 21, of Mac-
clenny at the home of her mother 
Rhonda Knowles in Pine Oak Cir. 
trailer park off SR 121 south.

The mother called police be-
cause Ms. Harris was intoxicated 
and wanting to stay with her, and 
told Deputy Clark she evicted her 
several months ago due to drug 
and alcohol abuse.

She was charged with disor-
derly conduct.

The sheriff’s department ar-
rested an Olustee woman and 
her boyfriend from Lake City on 
July 11 and charged them with 
being part of a counterfeit check 
cashing ring that struck several 
branches of First Federal Bank 
of Florida that day, includ-
ing the Macclenny location on 
South 6th.

A third suspect in the local 
case, Miquelle “Tiki” Jones, 37, 
of Olustee, is being sought.

Anntonette Robinson, 20, of 
Olustee and her boyfriend An-
tonio Thomas, 26, of Lake City, 
were charged with felony fraud 
after they were questioned at 
county jail by investigators from 
Baker and Columbia counties, 
along with the U.S. Secret Ser-
vice.

Deputy Jacob Satterwhite 
responded to a call from the lo-
cal bank branch that afternoon 
about 2:45 when Mr. Thomas 
attempted to cash a $965 check 
from Florida Gateway College.

Branch vice-president Dana 
Wood told the deputy Ms. Rob-

inson and Ms. Jones had ear-
lier cashed checks for $935 and 
$950 that turned out to be fraud-
ulent. They also were issued on 
Gateway checks in the suspects’ 
names.

Ms. Wood was also aware that 
at least five other similar checks 
had turned up at other First Fed-
eral branches in Columbia and 
Suwannee counties.

Ms. Robinson told Investi-
gator Chris Volz she was ap-
proached by Ms. Jones, who 
is her cousin, and asked if she 
wanted to make some cash by 

presenting a check issued in her 
name. She and Mr. Thomas said 
they met three other black males 
in a Lake City parking lot and 
drove to Macclenny. Ms. Robin-
son said she was paid $200 for 
cashing it.

She also identified one of 
the other accomplices as Regi-
nald Cherry, who police learned 
later is her boyfriend. Both Mr. 
Thomas and Ms. Robinson in-
sisted they did not know the 
other two.

In another fraud case, a crimi-
nal complaint names Justin Har-
vey, 34, of Macclenny for cashing 
two worthless checks at Baker 
Beverage in Macclenny back in 
April.

Investigator Volz said the 
checks totaling $1131 had already 
been electronically deposited by 
the suspect’s wife, and have since 
been repaid by his mother.

Mr. Harvey was interviewed 
on July 11 at county jail where he 
is serving time for another fraud 
case. 

A Glen St. Mary man arrested 
the morning of July 12 for driv-
ing on a suspended license was 
wanted in Clay County for failure 
to appear in court for the same 
offense.

Deputy Koty Crews said he 
stopped Ralph Stokes, 42, on CR 
125 south after observing the sus-
pect’s Mazda turn abruptly into a 
private drive after the deputy got 
behind him.

The officer parked on the 
roadside, and shortly after noon 
stopped the vehicle when it re-
entered CR 125. In the mean-
time, Deputy Crews learned that 
Mr. Stokes’ license had three sus-
pensions for failure to pay fines 
and child support.

In other similar arrests, a 
chronic license offender was 
jailed after Deputy Chris Walker 
saw him driving on MLK the af-
ternoon of July 11.

The officer said he was aware 
of the status of the license of An-
thony Gray, 38, of Macclenny 
with its 15 suspensions for failure 
to pay fines and failure to appear 
in court.

• Deputy Walker arrested Reg-
inald Keith, 26, of Macclenny the 
morning of July 10 after spotting 
him driving a 2003 Chevrolet on 
CR 127 north of Sanderson.

The officer said he was aware 
that Mr. Keith did not possess a 
valid license.

• Deputy Jeremiah Combs 
stopped a 2001 Chevrolet pickup 
driven by Johnathan Mann, 22, 
of Sanderson after noting it had 
no tag light on SR 229 south in 
the late evening of July 13.

Mr. Mann’s ten license sus-
pensions  are for offenses ranging 
from failure to submit to a breath 
or urine test to failure to pay 
child support and traffic fines.

• The same officer arrested 
Brian Sessions, 42, of Baldwin on 
Reid Stafford Rd. south of Sand-
erson about 3 am on July 14 after 

noting his 1997 Chevrolet pickup 
had an expired tag.

Mr. Sessions was driving on a 
license with five suspensions.

A shoplifter attempting to 
leave the Walmart in Macclen-
ny with three televisions and 
clothing the morning of July 13 
doused two employees with pep-
per spray as they attempted to 
stop her from exiting through the 
garden center.

One of the employees was able 
to wrestle a shopping cart away 
from the suspect and recover the 
merchandise valued at $866, and 
told Deputy Johnny Hodges the 
shoplifter followed her back into 
the store and continued spraying 
her in an attempt to get the cart 
back.

The suspect was described as 
a black female clad in a pink shirt 
and black pants.

Both of the employees who 
were sprayed were female, and 
one of them told Deputy Hodges 
she confronted the suspect as she 
approached the last point of sale 
about 10:40 and asked to see a 
receipt. The woman then pulled 
a can of pepper spray from a shirt 
pocket and administered a dose 
to the employee’s face.

As the employee pulled the 
shopping cart away and ran back 
into the store, her assailant con-
tinued spraying her, then turned 
the can on the second employee 
before fleeing.

Both of the workers declined 
medical assistance at the scene.

Walmart’s store security em-
ployee told Deputy Hodges he 
saw the women get into a grey 
Toyota passenger car with a tem-
porary license tag. It was driven 
by a black male wearing a white 
tank top, but police were unable 
to locate it.

In other Walmart cases, Brea 
Hill, 21, of Lake City was ar-
rested the evening of July 12 for 
attempting to leave the store 
without paying for $19 worth of 
pajamas and shorts. She was ob-

served about 9 pm placing the 
items in a purse.

• William Clark, 42, of Glen 
St. Mary was arrested in the late 
morning of July 9 after he was 
seen placing two flashlights in 
pants pockets and donning two 
T-shirts before trying to leave the 
store.

Value of the merchandise was 
$91.

• At nearby Murphy Oil, a 
white male wearing black shorts 
and no shirt ran north on CR 228 
shortly after he was seen taking 
three movies.

A clerk followed him out and 
the suspect returned the mov-
ies, then ran off. The driver of a 
Chrysler van that he approached 
after leaving the store told the 
clerk he was unaware of incident.

Antonio Thomas Anntonette Robinson

James Simpson

Man brandishes knife
Possibly during sour drug deal

Semi rig, trailer stolen
Parked behind exxon on 121

cashed counterfeit checks
attacks girlfriend, her dad

Fleeing shoplifter
hits two workers
with pepper spray

Had suspended license

DUI driver had illegal drugs 

Goes amok
after he is
denied his
medication
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Taxpayers, students, teach-
ers and administrators all could 
be winners if the Baker County 
school district’s tentative budget 
remains largely unchanged.

Though still in draft form, the 
$50.8 million spending plan for 
the 2013-14 fiscal year was un-
veiled by school district finance 
chief Marcelle Richardson the af-
ternoon of July 15.

Mrs. Richardson began her 
presentation before the school 
board with a warning, however, 
saying, “This (the budget) will 
change.”

It was something she would 
repeat throughout her review of 
the draft budget, which reflects 
an 8.2 percent growth in overall 
spending.

Part of the increase was at-
tributed to higher contributions 
for employee pensions, which 
jumped about $360,000, and 
raises for teachers, both of which 
were mandated by the state.

The tentative spending plan 
also anticipates using some $4.1 
million from reserves to the bal-
ance total expenditures. There’s 
about $10.3 million in reserve to-
day. The school board balanced 

this year’s budget by dipping into 
reserves as well.

“We don’t spend all that we 
budget, or we don’t get all the 
revenue we expected,” Mrs. Rich-
ardson told the panel, cautioning 
them against taking the proposed 
budget too literally.

Absent from the budget work-
shop was school board member 
Jesse Davis.

The good news for students 
and teachers is that the draft 
budget shows boosted per stu-
dent spending from the state, 
which will give the district about 
$865,000 more for local class-
rooms. Most of the increase — 
some $800,000 — is earmarked 
for teacher salary increases 
passed by the legislature and 
signed into law by the governor.

Property owners could also 
benefit from the new budget 
since it reduces school taxes by 
more than 5 percent from the 
previous year.

“This is not a tax increase,” de-
clared Mrs. Richardson.

The property tax, or mill-
age, rate announced this week, 
though still unofficial, was 7.357 

mills, which is equivalent to 
$7.35 per $1000 of taxable value.

A home valued at $100,000, 
for instance, would pay $735 in 
school district levies, in addition 
to city, county, water manage-
ment district and hospital au-
thority taxes.

The proposed tax rate is the 
lowest in at least 17 years. It’s also 
4.6 percent less than the current 
rate and 6.2 percent less than the 
so-called “rolled-back rate,” or 
the rate that would generate the 
same dollar amount in tax pro-
ceeds as the previous year.

The school district, mean-
while, will lose nearly $360,000 
in local tax revenue if the tenta-
tive rate is adopted by the school 
board. That’s about 5.5 percent 
less than the sum raised this year.

Mrs. Richardson’s budget 
presentation also showed board 
members, who remained silent 
for most of the review, the list of 
capital outlay projects expected 
for the coming budget year.

The district has allotted $3.1 
million for capital outlay for big-
ticket purchases and construc-
tion work. Among the projects:

• Replacing heating, ven-
tilation and air-conditioning 
(HVAC) in the high school 
gym, band room and building 1 
($500,000).

 • Replacing eight HVAC units 
on the roof of Keller Intermedi-
ate School ($40,000).

• The stage at the football field 
used for graduation ($60,000). 
Mrs. Richardson said the current 
stage is difficult to assemble, and 
the money will address that. 

• Replacing the roofs of the 
Keller Intermediate media cen-
ter  ($200,000), middle school 
music building ($200,000) and 
middle school gym ($300,000).

• Equipment and hardware 
($450,000) for schools. Mrs. 
Richardson called this line item 
a “high priority” that includes 
new computers and upgrades to 
existing computers, among other 
work.

•  Five new buses ($520,000). 
Mrs. Richardson said the coun-
ty’s network of dirt roads wreaks 
havoc on the chassis of school 
buses, reducing their useful life.

“We’ve been buying three a 
year, but we really need to be re-
placing five every year,” she said.

The tentative tax, or millage, 
rate will be advertised next week. 
The school board must adopt the 
2013-14 budget by September 
30. The next public hearing on 
the proposed budget and tax rate 
is scheduled for July 29 at 5:15 
pm at 270 South Blvd. in Mac-
clenny.
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VITAS brings Hospice Home  
in Baker County

At VITAS, patients and families come first.

•  VITAS cares for patients right where they want to be— 
in their homes, wherever home may be for them.

•  VITAS patients and families receive compassionate  
physical, emotional and spiritual support.

•  VITAS’ expert staff is available around-the-clock.

•  Offices in Duval, Nassau and Baker Counties.

Baker County Office: 
36 East Macclenny Ave.
Macclenny, FL 32063 • 855.966.3600 
VITAS.com/Florida 
twitter.com/VITASHospice
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LIFETIME BALANCE & ROTATION
*Lifetime balancing on tires purchased only.

Buy 4 tires and get a

FREE
OIL CHANGE*
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on your new tires!
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Must present coupon at time of service.
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*Gas engines only. Up to 5 qt. system.
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CURRENT VERSION OF GED TEST
TO EXPIRE AT END OF 2013

The current version of the GED® test will expire at the end of 2013. 
The current version, known as the 2002 Series GED® test, will be 
replaced with the new 2014 GED® test on January 2, 2014. 

Adults who have taken the 2002 test series and have not earned 
the High School Equivalency diploma by December 2013, will need 
to begin the GED® 2014 test in January 2014.  Scores from the 2002 
test series will not transfer to the 2014 test series. 

The GED® test opens doors to college, better jobs, the respect adults 
deserve, and the satisfaction of earning a high school credential.  
GED® test-takers must act now to finish and pass before the current 
test expires. 

GED® testing is conducted at the Career and Adult Education 
building located at 523 West Minnesota Avenue, Macclenny, FL.  For 
the 2002 test series paper-based and computer-based scores can be 
combined.  

 2013 Paper-based Testing Dates 2013 Paper-based Registration Dates

 August 26, 27, 28 August 6, 2013
 October 14, 15, 16 September 24, 2013
 December 2, 3, 4 November 12, 2013

**PBT test fee $70.00-complete battery (or) $14.00-$16.00 each test 
subject. PBT testing is capped at 30 participants per test session.   

Computer-based testing is available on Thursdays, visit www.gedcomputer.
com to register.
**CBT test fee $130.00-complete battery (or) $26.00 each test subject.

For additional information regarding paper-based or computer-
based test registration, contact Becky Satterwhite at (904) 259-0403.
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The county’s new fire chief 
doesn’t come from a family of 
firefighters. He attributes his in-
terest in the field to a childhood 
fascination with his uncle’s mod-
el antique fire engines.

“I was always attracted to 
them, but I couldn’t touch them,” 
said Steven Marfongella, 44, dur-
ing an interview with The Press 
the morning of July 9, after less 
than two weeks on the job.

At 12 years old he joined a fire 
service explorers group at school. 
After that, he says, “it got into the 
blood.”

The new fire chief is origi-
nally from Cleveland, OH, but 
bounced between there and 
Southwest Florida most of his 
youth before settling in Hillsbor-
ough County in 1985.

After high school, he became 
a volunteer firefighter with the 
county for 3-4 years before mov-
ing to Naples, FL in Collier Coun-
ty where he continued his volun-
teer service through 1998.

Following paramedic and 
EMT training, he spent the next 
decade as a full-time firefighter 
with the Big Corkscrew Island 
Fire Control and Rescue District, 
also in Naples.

He left there for teaching posi-
tions in the Fort Myers area at a 
community college, and later, the 
Lee County School District.

“I’ll admit it,” said the fire 
chief. “I was a little burnt out. 
The major problem was there’s 
not a lot of volunteer depart-
ments down south, and in Lee 
County they were at their cap and 
weren’t accepting volunteers.”

After three years with the 
school district, it was time to 
return to the field. He checked 
the state fire chief’s association 
website and found the job post-
ing for the opening here. About 
two months later, following two 
interviews and a meet-and-greet 
with county officials, he accepted 
the job.

“It all happened pretty fast,” 
said Mr. Marfongella.

The husband and father takes 
the helm of a department here 
with 50-plus volunteers man-
ning eight stations responsible 
for protecting life and property 
inside a roughly 585-square-mile 
area. And he’s doing so at a time 
when revenue is falling, retain-
ing firefighters is difficult and the 
equipment is aging.

“There are issues to deal with 
— recruiting firefighters, getting 
more staff. There’s some train-
ing issues; not that their training 
is bad, but getting more of it and 
more hands on stuff,” he said. 
“As an instructor in the fire acad-
emy, there’s a lot I can teach that 
they haven’t been able to teach 
in-house. And, obviously, rev-
enue issues. We all have revenue 
issues.”

The new chief is very big on 
training.

He repeated a phrase he heard 
from a volunteer firefighter here: 
You train the way you fight. You 
fight the way you train. 

“It holds true,” said Mr. Mar-
fongella.

“I’m a big fan of training ... 
When the bad stuff happens, you 
rely on your training, and hope 
everything goes well,” he said.

The fire chief doesn’t plan any 
big changes in the near term, be-
yond revamping the training reg-
imen. He expects to rely heavily 
on grants for new equipment, as 
the county has done in the past, 
and hopes to boost recruitment 
and retention, particularly dur-
ing the day time hours when re-
sponse to calls are the slowest.

Mr. Marfongella describes his 
leadership style as “very diplo-
matic, to a point.”

“My door is always open to 
(volunteers); always,” he said. “I 
will always take their ideas and 
concerns. Whether I act on those 
suggestions is up to me. That’s 
my leadership style. I learned 
a long time ago, if you don’t let 
somebody do the job, you’ll nev-
er know whether they’re capable 
of doing the job. I’ve told the 
firefighters and officers, just be-
cause I’m on scene, that doesn’t 
mean I’m in command. I won’t 
leave anybody out there hanging 
or anything like that. But that’s 
my leadership style. I’m not the 
dictator, but I’m not like just do 
whatever you want.”

When he’s not on the job, Mr. 
Marfongella is fond of boating, 

fishing and water sports; wood 
working, vegging out with a mov-
ie or TV show, and spending time 
with his wife of 12 years, Dawn, 
and his son Nick, 15.

His family, along with an 
8-year-old golden retriever 
named Abby and two cats, live in 
Fort Myers for the time being.

The fire chief has been travel-
ing to see them every other week-
end and renting a residence here. 
His wife, a finance director for a 
nonprofit organization in South 
Florida, traveled north for a vis-
it last weekend. After a year or 
so, they intend to buy a home in 
North Florida.

Mr. Marfongella was attracted 
to the $43,000 a year position 
because of the rural character of 
the area and the opportunity to 
lead a small town department.

“A lot of it was, when we lived 
in Collier County, for a lack of 
a better word, it was out in the 
woods,” he said. “It was a rural 
residential area and I missed it. I 
miss the quiet.”

The camaraderie among fire-
fighters is something he longed 
for as well.

“I like to help people, and it’s 
so cliché, but it’s true,” said Mr. 
Marfongella. “The other side is 
the family orientation, the broth-
erhood of firefighters in general. 
You can walk into any station in 
the world and it’s ‘come on in, 
you want a cup of coffee.’”

Listen to Joel Addington’s full 
30-minute interview with the 
fire chief at www.bakercounty-
press.com.
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New chief Steven Marfongella

Mike Anderson | press stAff

Two Copper Creek homeowners went be-
fore Macclenny’s Zoning Adjustment Board 
on the evening of July 15 seeking variances 
to setback requirements, including one who 
wanted to have a structure built on his prop-
erty line, and both left satisfied.

The five-member board granted both re-
quests, one allowing James Bennett to have 
an in-ground pool installed behind his house 
at 1109 Copper Field Circle and the other per-
mitting Randy Smith to build a carport-type 
storage structure attached to his house at 1305 
Copper Creek Drive.

The pool project took no more than 10 min-
utes to approve. Usually, property owners 
seeking setback variances ask to build closer 
to the property line than the zoning code al-
lows, but that was not what Mr. Bennett, a dis-
trict engineer with the Florida Department of 
Transportation, sought.

He asked to be allowed to put his pool 5 ½ 
feet from his house instead of the 10-foot set-
back called for in the city code because he said 
his back yard is so small that’s the only con-
figuration that would work.

“I could cut the pool (size) in half but then I 
would just have an oversized bathtub,” he told 
the board. “If it’s any smaller it wouldn’t even 
be a functional pool.”

Mr. Bennett said he began studying his op-
tions for a swimming pool two years ago and 
had even offered to buy a strip of land from a 
neighbor to make sure he could meet all set-
back requirements, but that didn’t work out.

He abandoned the idea of enclosing the 
pool and attaching the structure to his house 
because he would have had to adhere to a 10-
foot side yard setback, the same as his home. 
Without an enclosure the pool would be con-
sidered an auxiliary structure, which is al-
lowed 3 feet from the property line.

“This is my last ditch effort to try to do it,” 
he said, moments before the board unani-
mously approved his request to shorten the 
required distance from his pool to his house 
to 5 ½ feet.

“The setback is for the protection of the 
house more than anything else,” said board 
member Bob Lambright. “It has nothing to do 
with neighbors.”

Although the next case also was approved, 
the 4-1 vote came about 20 minutes after lis-
tening to the applicant explain why he felt his 
proposal would actually be an improvement, 
and hearing neighbors voice their concerns 
and objections.

Mr. Smith presently has what he described 
as “an old black trailer” beside his house, in 
which he stores an assortment of items includ-
ing a lawn mower, barbecue grills, bicycles 
and golf carts. He said the replacement struc-
ture would be made of aluminum and “profes-
sionally built.”

It also would be behind a 6-foot privacy 
fence and would not be noticeable from the 
street, as the top of the trailer is, he said, add-
ing it would be “an enhancement to the neigh-
borhood.”

Thomas Heffernan, of 1157 Copper Gate 
Place, shared a different point of view.

“There’s already a lot of stuff there clutter-
ing up the neighborhood,” Mr. Heffernan said, 
urging the board to deny the request for fear 
that approving it would “open it up for other 
variances to put sheds right up to the property 
line. That’s not the ambience we want.”

Mr. Heffernan further stated his concerns 

about how storage sheds and similar struc-
tures in the neighborhood could hurt sur-
rounding property values.

“We’ve all taken a hit over the last several 
years and a lot of us are already upside down 
(with mortgage loans exceeding property val-
ues),” he said.

Attending his first meeting as the board’s 
newest member, Alex Robinson said he vis-
ited Mr. Smith’s house the morning before the 
meeting and his “only concern was the black 
trailer.” He agreed with the applicant that the 
proposed structure would be “an improve-
ment over the trailer.”

Mr. Lambright cast the only vote against 
the request, saying he felt that Mr. Smith could 
have his storage structure built 3 feet from the 
property line rather than directly on it.

The plans call for a slanted roof attached to 
Mr. Smith’s house and supported by poles on 
the property line 10 feet away. He said a con-
crete pad was poured all the way to the proper-
ty line a few months ago and the structure will 
include a rain gutter that directs water away 
from his neighbor’s yard.

“If it was a building (with walls) I wouldn’t 
want it on the property line either,” said Mr. 
Robinson, an electrical contractor and former 
county commissioner. But he maintained that 
an aluminum roof supported by poles is more 
eye-pleasing than the old black trailer.

Danny Norton, who resides on Copper 
Ridge Circle, said deed restrictions prohibit 
certain types of storage facilities in the neigh-
borhood but they are not enforced. Assistant 
City Manager Roger Yarborough said the city 
does not enforce deed restrictions and there is 
no “true neighborhood association” in Copper 
Creek to monitor such things.

All in all, Mr. Norton said, “I’d rather see a 
lean-to than a shed.”

Mike Anderson 
press stAff

After receiving a report on new 
construction permits that should 
help broaden Macclenny’s tax 
base, city commissioners ten-
tatively approved the city man-
ager’s request for a 13.8 percent 
property tax hike last week.

If the higher rate remains in 
the 2013-14 budget, which be-
gins October 1, property owners 
would begin paying 4.1 mills, or 
$4.10 for every $1,000 of as-
sessed value, instead of 3.6 mills.

For example, the owner of 
a house with a taxable value of 
$100,000, after deducting for 
the homestead exemption, would 
pay $410 in city taxes next year 
instead of $360, in addition to 
county government, school dis-
trict and other taxes.

However, city officials assert-
ed the evening of July 9 that their 
goal is to find ways to balance the 
new budget without having to 
raise taxes if at all possible. The 
city was mandated by state law to 
adopt a new tax rate, called mill-
age, and report it to the county 
tax collector by August 5.

The proposed rate cannot 
be increased, but it may be de-
creased before final adoption of 
the new spending plan for next 
year. Instead of aiming low and 
later finding they actually needed 
more tax revenue, commissioners 
set the bar high hoping to lower it 
before a final budget vote.

City Manager Phil Rhoden, af-
ter only three months on the job, 
recommended the tax increase 
because he said the city is “fac-
ing a $100,000 increase in re-
tirement and insurance costs,” in 
addition to other higher costs of 
conducting municipal business.

But Mr. Rhoden agreed that he 
and the city commission “are still 
going to strive to come in at 3.6 
mills.”

Commissioner Vernon Ben-
nett, who served alongside Mr. 
Rhoden for years before he was 
hired to replace former manager 
Gerald Dopson in April, quickly 
supported the recommendation.

“It sounds good to start with to 
me,” Mr. Bennett said.

Melissa Thompson, who has 

helped prepare city budgets for 
many years, delivered some good 
news and some bad news with 
commissioners. The good news 
is that for the first time since the 
national recession hit four or five 
years ago, tax revenue is moving 
up, albeit very slightly.

The city’s anticipated tax reve-
nue for next year totals $725,074, 
which is a mere $1,016 more than 
last year’s $724,058.

However, due to declin-
ing property values and an un-
changed 3.6 mill operating levy, 
the city’s tax revenue has consis-
tently gone down in recent years, 
she said.

Still, even though tax revenues 
are finally moving higher, Mrs. 
Thompson said 2013-14 is shap-
ing up to be “the tightest budget 
year” she’s seen during more than 
a decade that she’s been involved 
in the city’s budget process.

City officials could have chosen 
an even higher tentative tax rate, 
up to 4.82 mills with a two thirds 
vote of the five-member board, or 
4.38 mills with a simple majority. 
But they say the goal is to stick 
with the same 3.6 mills levied for 
most of the past 30 years, accord-
ing to Mayor Gary Dopson.

He said that when he was 
elected to office 34 years ago the 
tax rate was the highest allowed 
by law — 10 mills. State revenue 
sharing funds helped the city 
lower the rate and maintain it at 
3.6 mills for years, but those state 
funds have begun to dry up, the 
mayor said.

Kirk Gravelle, a Jacksonville-
based financial executive who 
lives in Macclenny, told commis-
sioners he understands why they 
need to “prepare for the worst 
from a financial planning stand-
point.”

However, if they must raise 
taxes they should convincingly 
communicate to property owners 
their reasons or be prepared for 
“political fallout,” said Mr. Grav-
elle, chairman of the Republican 
Party of Baker County and one of 
three announced candidates run-
ning for the Group 4 seat being 
vacated by six-term incumbent 
Dr. Richard Johnson.

“Nobody on this board even 
wants to think of a tax increase,” 

Dr. Dopson responded, adding, 
however, that some city servic-
es likely would have to be cut to 
avoid adopting a higher rate.

Moments later, the board vot-
ed 4-0 to adopt the 4.1 mill tenta-
tive rate.

Also during the July 9 meet-
ing commissioners discussed the 
future of the city’s impact fees on 
new construction projects, which 
help fund road improvements, 
law enforcement, fire protection 
and recreation.

Mr. Rhoden said his office has 
received requests from develop-
ers and builders to cease levying 
the fees to encourage new com-
mercial and residential construc-
tion, which pumps additional tax 
revenues into city coffers.

He scheduled a meeting with 
several developers and builders 
to discuss the request at city hall 
on July 23. Macclenny business-
man and downtown property 
owner Ed Barber will chair the 
meeting.

Board members didn’t jump at 
the opportunity to drop fee rev-
enue in the face of a challenging 
budget. In fact, the mayor said 
those making the plea “are going 
to have to show good cause for me 
to vote to waive our impact fee,” 
though he didn’t entirely dismiss 
the notion.

“I’m willing to look at some 
innovative ways to work with 
them,” the mayor said.

For every new residential 
building permit issued and every 
mobile home moved onto a new 
lot in Macclenny the city levies a 
$3,532.75 impact fee. Commer-
cial impact fees vary depending 
on the square footage of the new 
businesses.

According to a report pre-
sented by Assistant City Manager 
Roger Yarborough, Macclenny  
issued nine commercial remod-
eling permits between January 1 
and June 30 this year, including 
the new Tractor Supply, Fraser 
Hospital, Little Caesars, My Fuel 
and Faith Baptist Church.

Three permits were issued for 
new commercial construction: 
at the hospital, American Enter-
prise Bank and Macclenny Mow-
er & Saw, while six permits were 
issued for new residential houses.

In other business commission-
ers:

• Scheduled an auction of sur-
plus vehicles and equipment, in-
cluding a variety of trucks and 
tractors and lawn mowers, to be 
conducted jointly with the coun-
ty at the Macclenny City Yard at 
764 Hartline Drive on July 20. In-
spections begin at 8 am and bid-
ding starts at 10 am.

‘Training’ his strong suit

BAker County sChool BoArd MACClenny Zoning AdJustMent BoArd

$50.8M in spending proposed
Local tax rate drops

Pool, building setbacks okayed
Both variances
in Copper Creek

city eyes 14% property tax increase

DON’T TOss IT, sELL IT.
Why send that lamp to the curb? Find a new home for it through the 
Classifieds. Area buyers and sellers use the Classifieds every day. 

Besides, someone out there needs to see the light.
The Baker CounTy Press 259-2400 • classifieds@bakercountypress.com

Check it out...
bakercountypress.com
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ChurCh and obituary notiCe information 
Obituaries must be submitted in a timely fashion and have a local connection. Pictures are printed with 
obituaries free of charge. The newspaper reserves the right to publish photos based on quality. It is requested 
that all news items be typed or emailed to insure accuracy in print.

ContaCt us 
By phone at 904.259.2400 or by fax at 904.259.6502. You can stop by our office located at 104 S. Fifth Street, 
Macclenny, FL or mail your submission to PO Box 598, Macclenny, FL 32063. 
We are available online at www.bakercountypress.com

obituaries
The Baker County Press
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE  
EIGHTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

IN AND FOR BAKER COUNTY, FLORIDA 
CASE NO: 02-2013-DR-311

IN RE: THE NAME CHANGE OF: 

JORDAN KING ALLAART 
 A Minor Child 
________________________________/

NOTICE OF FILING ACTION FOR CHANGE OF NAME

TO: BILLY JOE KING, Putative Father
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTICED that action for Change 

of Name for the above referenced minor child has been 
filed. You are required to send the original of your re-
sponses, if any, to the Baker County Courthouse, 339 
East Macclenny Avenue, and a copy to the below ref-
erenced attorney by August 23, 2013, or a Judgement 
may be entered for the relief demanded in the Petition.

Dated: July 15, 2013

Attorney: 
Darla Jean Christopher 
P.O. Box 314 
Macclenny, Florida 32063 
(904) 259-6222/6282 FAX 
DJChris386@Nefcom.net

7/18c

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE  
EIGHTH JUDICiAL CIRCUIT 

IN AND FOR BAKER COUNTY, FLORIDA
CIVIL DIVISION

Case No.:  02-2010-CA-000075

BANK OF AMERICA, N.A. SUCCESSOR BY MERGER 
TO BAC HOME LOANS SERVICING, L.P., F/K/A 
COUNTRYWIDE HOME LOANS SERVICING, L.P
 Plaintiff,

v.

BUDDY F. MARTIN, ET AL. 
 Defendants,

____________________________________/

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to a Final 
Judgment filed 6/25/2013, entered in Civil Case 
No.: 02-2010-CA-000075, of the Circuit Court of 
the EIGHTH  Judicial Circuit in and for Baker County, 
Florida, wherein BANK OF AMERICA, N.A. SUCCES-
SOR BY MERGER TO BAC HOME LOANS SERVICING, 
L.P., F/K/A COUNTRYWIDE HOME LOANS SERVICING, 
L.P is Plaintiff, and BUDDY F. MARTIN A/K/A BUDDY 
MARTIN; SUSAN E. MARTIN A/K/A SUSAN MARTIN; ANY 
AND ALL UNKNOWN PARTIES CLAIMING BY, THROUGH, 
UNDER, AND AGAINST THE HEREIN NAMED INDIVIDUAL 
DEFENDANT(S) WHO ARE NOT KNOWN TO BE DEAD 
OR ALIVE , WHETHER SAID UNKNOWN PARTIES MAY 
CLAIM AN INTEREST AS SPOUSES, HEIRS, DEVISEES, 
GRANTEES OR OTHER CLAIMANTS; MORTGAGE ELEC-
TRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS INC. AS NOMINEE 
FOR COUNTRYWIDE HOME LOANS, INC.; JOHN DOE 
AND JANE DOE AS UNKNOWN TENANTS IN POSSES-
SION, are Defendant(s).

AL FRASER, the Clerk of Court shall sell to the 
highest bidder for cash at the main entrance of the 
courthouse located at 339 E. Macclenney Avenue, 
Macclenney, FL 32063 at 11:00 a.m. on the 25 day of 
July, 2013 the following described real property as set 
forth in said Final Judgment, to wit: 

LOT 31 OF HERITAGE OAKS, ACCORDING TO 
THE PLAT THEREOF AS RECORDED IN PLAT 
BOOK 3, PAGE(S) 95, OF THE PUBLIC RE-
CORDS OF BAKER COUNTY, FLORIDA.

This property is located at the Street ad-
dress of: 570 HERITAGE CROSSING, MAC-
CLENNY, FL  32063

If you are a person claiming a right to funds re-
maining after the sale, you must file a claim with the 
clerk no later than 60 days after the sale.  If you fail to 
file a claim you will not be entitled to any remaining 
funds.  After 60 days, only the owner of record as of the 
date of the lis pendens may claim the surplus.

WITNESS my hand and the seal of the court on July 
8, 2013.

Al Fraser
CLERK OF THE COURT
   
By: Tabitha Wilson   
Deputy Clerk

Elizabeth R. Wellborn, P.A.
350 Jim Moran Blvd, Suite 100 
Deerfield Beach, FL  33442
Telephone: (954) 354-3544
Facsimile: (954) 354-3545

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE AMERICANS WITH 
DISABILITIES ACT, If you are a person with a disability 
who needs any accommodation in order to participate 
in this proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, 
to the provision of certain assistance. Please contact 
the ADA Coordinator, Alachua County Courthouse, 201 
East University Ave., Gainesville, FL 32601 at (352) 
337-6237 at least 7 days before your scheduled court 
appearance, or immediately upon receiving this notifi-
cation if the time before the scheduled appearance is 
less than 7 days; if you are hearing or voice impaired 
call 711.

7/11-18c

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE  
EIGHTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR 

BAKER COUNTY, FLORIDA 
CASE NO. 2012-CA-11

DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL TRUST
COMPANY, AS TRUSTEE FOR MORGAN
STANLEY ABS CAPITAL INC. TRUST
2006-NC3,
 Plaintiff,

Vs.

Danette Register, Darryl E. Register,
 Defendants.

____________________________________/

NOTICE OF SALE PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 45

NOTICE HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to a Summary 
Final Judgment of Foreclosure dated June 6, 2013 and 
entered in Case No. 2012-CA-11 of the Circuit Court of 
the 8th Judicial Circuit in and for Baker County, Florida, 
wherein DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL TRUST COMPANY, 
AS TRUSTEE FOR MORGAN STANLEY ABS CAPITAL INC. 
TRUST 2006-NC3, is Plaintiff and Danette Register, 
Darryl E. Register, are Defendants, the Clerk of Baker 
County will sell to the highest and best bidder for cash 
at the Front Door of the Baker County Courthouse, 
located at 339 E. Macclenny Avenue, Macclenny, FL 
32063 at 11:00 a.m on the 8th day of August, 2013 
, the following described property as set forth in said 
Summary Final Judgment, to wit:

The following described lot, piece or par-
cel of land situate lying and being in the 
County of Baker, state of Florida, to wit:
Part of the West Half of the Northeast 
Quarter (W1/2 of NE ¼) lying West of SR 
127, Section 07-2S-21E.
Located: 9452 Glenwood Drive, Glen Saint 
Mary, FL 32040

and all fixtures and personal property located therein 
or thereon, which are included as security in Plaintiff’s 
mortgage.

Any person claiming an interest in the surplus 
funds from the sale, if any, other than the property 
owner as of the date of the lis pendens must file a 
claim within 60 days after the sale.

Dated at Macclenny, Baker County, Florida, this 28th 
day of June, 2013.

Al Fraser
Clerk of said Circuit Court

By: Tabitha Wilson
As Deputy Clerk

Clarfield, Okon, Salomone, & Pincus, P.L.
500 S. Australian Avenue, Suite 730
West Palm Beach, FL 33401
(561) 713-1400 pleadings@cosplaw.com

7/11-18c

Requests for Proposals
Request for Proposals will be received by the 

Baker County Board of Commissioners from qualified 
insurance companies who may offer comprehensive 
group medical coverage to the Board of Commis-
sion’s employees. Specifications are available from our 
benefit broker Monday–Friday 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM by 
contacting 904-287-0848 x10 or emailing wendy@
owenservices.com.

The deadline for proposals is Monday, July 29th. 
THE COUNTY RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY OR 
ALL PROPOSALS.

7/18-25c

CITY OF MACCLENNY 
AUCTION 

SALE OF VEHICLES

LOCATION:     City Yard, Hartline Dr., behind Health  
 Department

DATE:  July 20, 2013

INSPECTION:  Saturday, July 20th, 8:00 am – 9:45 am

SALE TIME:    10:00 am

CONTACT:      Mike Walker (904) 259-0988 for list of  
                     vehicles and equipment

The SALE LIST is comprised of VEHICLES & EQUIP-
MENT from the CITY, COUNTY and SCHOOL BOARD.

7/18c

LegaL Notices

The Lord’s Church
Intersection of CR 125 & 250 in Taylor •• 259-8353

Sunday school ~ 10:00 am
Sunday service ~ 11:00 am
Wednesday night Bible Study ~ 6:30 pm
Family style dinner ~ 1st Sunday of the month
following service

‘A church alive is worth the drive!’
Pastor Bobby 

& Faye Gri�  n

The Road
to Calvary

Corner of Madison & Stoddard
Glen St. Mary

Rev. Tommy & Doris Anderson
Youth Director Rebecca Lauramore

Phone: 904-259-2213
Sunday School: . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 am
Sunday Morning Service . . . .11:00 am
Sunday Evening Service  . . . . . 6:00 pm
Wednesday Night . . . . . . . . . . 7:30 pm

New Hope Church, Inc.
23-A to Lauramore Rd.  

& Fairgrounds Rd.

Sunday 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m. 
Children’s Church 11:00 a.m. 
Evening Services 6:00 p.m. 

Wednesday 
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.

Pastor J. C. Lauramore 
welcomes all

Mt. Zion N.C.
Methodist Church
121 North † 259-4461

Macclenny, FL
Pastor Tim Cheshire

Sunday School 9:45 am
Sunday Morning Worship 11:00 am
Sunday Evening Worship 6:00 pm
Wednesday Prayer Service 7:00 pm

Jesus answered, "Verily, verily I 
say unto thee, except a man be 
born of water and of the Spirit, 
he cannot enter into the king-

dom of God." John 3:5

Sanderson 
Congregational 
Holiness Church

CR 127 N., Sanderson, FL
Sunday School 10:00 am

Morning Worship 11:00 am
Sunday Evening Worship 6:00 pm
Wed. Evening Prayer Serv. 7:30 pm
Pastor: Oral E. Lyons

Welcome
First Baptist Church

of Sanderson
CR 229 S., Sanderson FL

Sunday School  . . . . . . . 10:00 am
Sun. Morning Worship . 11:00 am
Sun. Evening Worship  . . 6:00 pm
Wed. Eve. Bible Study  . . 7:00 pm

Everyone welcome!

Glen St. Mary, Florida
1/2 mile South of I-10 on CR 125,
right on Nursery Road the historic 

Budder Mathis House

9:00 am Adult Sunday School
10:00 am Sunday Worship/

Holy Communion
7:00 pm Wednesday Study/

Holy Communion

Saint Peter’s
in the Glen

ANGLICAN CHURCH

MACCLENNY
CHURCH OF CHRIST

573 S. 5th St. 259-6059
Sunday Bible Study 9:45 am
Fellowship 10:30 am - 11:00 am

Worship Services
11:00 am

Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Minister

Sam F. Kitching

DINKINS NEW
CONGREGATIONAL

METHODIST CHURCH
CR 127 N. of Sanderson

Sunday School 10:00 am
Sunday Morning Service 11:00 am
Sunday Night Service 6:00 pm
Wed. Night  Service 7:30 pm

Pastor Allen Crews
Assistant Pastor Timothy Alford

523 North Boulevard W. | a few blocks north of Hwy. 90 in Macclenny

www.calvarybaptistmacclenny.com •• 259-4529

Hebrew Messianic Assembly
Baker County’s only Synagogue of any kind 

Yes, we believe in and love Jesus-Yahushua. 
Meeting Saturday-Shabbat 12 PM

Call 904-259-1725 • E Mail: theramyk@gmail.com
We are here to stay! Matthew 28:20

Community Full Gospel
Church

12664 Mud Lake Rd.

Sunday School 10:00 am
Sunday Morning 11:00 am
Sunday Evening 6:00 pm
Tuesday Evening 7:30 pm

Pastor Tommy Richardson || 904-275-2949

First United Methodist Church

93 N. 5th St. (SR228) Macclenny, Fl ~ Sunday Worship 11am

Loving God

Loving People

Serving Our Community
Come Join Us

Re-Roofs • New Roofs • Leak Repairs
Torch Down Leaks • Roof Inspections

WE SPECIALIZE IN PROBLEM ROOFS
Satisfaction Guaranteed

Licensed & Insured

259-2563
Commercial & Residential

Owner: Tim Combs

Florida State Certified Roofing
Contractor Lic# CCC1325730

FREE
Estimates

APPRECIATION DAY
Sunday, July 21 | Dinkins NCM Church

Sunday School @ 10 am | Service @ 11 am
Message will be brought by Rev. Timothy Alford

Come out and 
worship with us 

and show our 
Pastor how 

much we 
appreciate 

him.

Dinner on the 
ground 

following 
the morning 

service.

Kids summer Vacation Bible School
Sundays from 10a.m. - 12p.m.,

July 21 & 28, August 4 & 11
at

Don’t miss the exciting jungle expeditions!!
12286 N CR 23-A Macclenny  
904-259-1676 / EBCLIFE.org

Baker County  
adult  

eduCation  
Classes

Adult Basic Education and preparation 
classes for GED® testing will resume 
Wednesday, August 21, 2013 at 
the Baker County Adult Education 
Center, 523 West Minnesota Avenue, 
Macclenny, Florida.

Adult Education tuition fee per Florida 
Statute 1009.22, is $30 per term 
(January-May) (June-July) (August-
December), Cash or Money Order, 
NON-REFUNDABLE.  For an out 
of state resident, an additional fee is 
required.

Daytime classes are offered  
Monday – Friday, 9:00 
A.M. – 1:00 P.M.   
Evening classes are offered  
Tuesdays & Thursdays,  
6:30 P.M. – 9:00 P.M.  
*Pre-registration is required.

Adult Education Class 
Registration:    
Monday – Thursday,  
8:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.

Per Florida Statute 1009.21 Proof of Florida residency is required.  
Common forms for proof include but are not limited to:

0 A valid Florida driver’s license

0 A valid State of Florida identification card

0 A Florida vehicle registration

0 A State of Florida Voter’s Registration or proof of voter   
    registration in FL

0 Utility Bills (excludes cell phone bill)

0 Proof of permanent full-time employment in FL for at least  
     30 hours per week for a twelve month period

0 Proof of permanent home in FL which is occupied as a primary   
     residence by the individual

For additional information regarding registration and  
Adult Education or GED® test preparation classes,  

contact Becky Satterwhite at (904) 259-0403.

“Committed to serving your family with the 
honesty, respect and integrity you deserve”

Visit our website for helpful resources

www.forbesfuneralhome.net

380 North Lowder St. | Macclenny
259-4600

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
H.M. Hank Forbes, Jr.

Owner/Licensed Funeral Director

FORBES
FUNERAL HOME

Michael Looby, 70, once owned BBQ
Michael J. Looby, 70, of Wylie, Texas and formerly of Macclenny, 

died on June 19, 2013 after a brief illness. He was born to the late Mi-
chael Looby and Anne Burns in Cincinnati, OH on December 12, 1942 
and grew up in East Orange, NJ. Mr. Looby was the owner of Lyman 
Green’s BBQ in Macclenny during the 1970s and 1980s, and was well-
known as “The Yankee” by his friends.

He is survived by wife Kay of Wylie; sister JoAnne Looby of Whit-
ing, NJ; children Alicia Johns of Tucson, AZ, Michael and Jennifer 
Looby of Macclenny; their mother Ruth Green of Macclenny; ten 
grandchildren and four great-grandchildren. He was predeceased by 
grandson Matthew Looby.

A funeral service was held at Laurel Oaks Funeral Home in Mes-
quite, TX on June 29.

Dennis Morris, 39, loved the outdoors
Dennis Wayne Morris, 39, of Macclenny died 

on Tuesday, July 9, 2013. Mr. Morris loved the 
outdoors, especially fishing and hunting. He 
also loved spending time with his children, fam-
ily and friends.

He is survived by his parents Charles and 
Sharon Morris; son Harley Morris; daughter 
Cheyenne Morris; brother Brock Morris, all 
of Macclenny; sister Tammy (Chris) Scott of 
Homerville, GA; numerous nieces, nephews, 
aunts, uncles and other family members and 
friends. He was preceded in death by his brother: 
Charles J. Morris.

A memorial service to celebrate his life was 
held at 2 pm Saturday, July 13 at Forbes Funeral 
Home chapel in Macclenny with Reverend Keith Chauncey officiat-
ing.

dennis Morris

Jeannie Newhard, funeral Saturday
Jeannie Marie Morgan Newhard,  44, of Live 

Oak died on July 14, 2013 at Shands at the Uni-
versity of Florida with family by her side. She 
was born in Jacksonville on June 25, 1969 to 
Larry Eugene Morgan and Rhea Marie Alford 
Morgan. Jeannie was raised in Baker County and 
was a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints in Macclenny. She loved being 
a paramedic and helping others.

Mrs. Newhard worked for Baker County 
Emergency Medical Services and Ed Fraser Me-
morial Hospital for many years. She was an EMT 
and paramedic instructor at Lake City Com-
munity College and  taught CPR classes for the 
Baker County Fire Department. Jeannie enjoyed 
watching QVC, shopping, going to yard sales, making crafts with her 
children and spending time with her family. She was preceded in 
death by brother Charles Morgan and her father-in-law George Ne-
whard.

She is survived by her loving husband of eight years, David E. Ne-
whard of Live Oak; her parents of Sanderson; children Jasan Luke, 
Justin Luke, Kierstine Newhard, David L. Newhard and Cortney New-
hard; sister Mary Elizabeth and Jeffery Dawson of Macclenny; moth-
er-in-law Barbara Newhard of Live Oak; grandchildren Annabelle Lee 
and Greycin Luke; numerous aunts, uncles, nieces, and nephews. 

The funeral service will be held on Saturday, July 20 at 3 pm at her 
church. Interment will follow at Woodlawn Cemetery. The family will 
receive friends on Friday, July 19 from 5–8 pm at V. Todd Ferreira 
Funeral Services chapel in Macclenny. In lieu of flowers, please make 
donations to the funeral home to assist with expenses.

Jeannie Newhard

Mr. Register, 82,
was tree surgeon
in Jacksonville

Tommie Ray Register, 82, of 
Jacksonville died on Tuesday, 
July 9, at  St. Vincent’s Medi-
cal Center 
in Jack-
sonville 
following 
a long ill-
ness. He 
was born 
in Raiford 
and re-
sided in 
Macclen-
ny before 
moving 
to Jack-
sonville in 
1958. Mr. Register was a tree 
surgeon for over 27 years and 
retired as a foreman with the 
Jacksonville Parks and Recre-
ational Department in 1986.

He was a member of the 
New Beginnings Ministry of 
Jacksonville, the Woodstock 
Masonic Lodge as a 32nd de-
gree mason, the Shrine Club, 
Morocco Temple and the Pub-
lic Employees Labor Union. 
He also enjoyed farming and 
gardening. He was the son of 
the late Daniel Bartow Register 
and Daisy Harris Register.

He is survived by his wife, 
Imogene Dopson Register of 
Jacksonville; son Billy Ray 
Register and sister-in-law Let-
tie Register, both of Sanderson; 
numerous nieces and nephews.

The funeral service was held 
at 11 am on Friday, July 12 at 
the Christian Fellowship Tem-
ple in Maccclenny with Pas-
tor David Thomas officiating. 
Interment was in Cedar Creek 
Cemetery in Sanderson. Guer-
ry Funeral Home of Macclenny 
was in charge of arrangements.

Tommie Register

In loving memory of
Owen Burnsed

07/18/1939-03/26/10
A Special Dad

The sorrow never disap-
pears, the silent tears still 
flow. The pain is never far 
away because we loved you 
so. But you’re always in our 
hearts; we think of you each 
day. And warm and special 
memories so often come our 
way. You always had a smile 
to spare, love to give and time 
to care. Our hearts still ache 
as we whisper low, “God bless 
you Dad, we miss you so.”

We miss you so much DaD,
The oWen BurnseD family

In loving memory of
Mr. Jerry Donald

Dolison
06/29/1950-07/16/2006

God saw you getting tired, 
and a cure was not to be. So 
He put His arms around you, 
and whispered, “Come to me.” 
With tearful eyes we watched 
you, and saw you pass away. 
Although we loved you dear-
ly, we could not make you 
stay. A golden heart stopped 
beating, hard working hands 
at rest. God broke our hearts 
to prove to us that He only 
takes the best.

forever in our hearTs,
rosa Dolison anD

The Dolison family

Family grateful
It is difficult to put our 

thoughts into words, but we very 
much appreciate your kind and 
helpful words, deeds and ges-
tures at a time when these things 
mean so very much to our family. 
We thank God for friends such as 
you! Special thanks to our Taylor 
Church family, Brother Jim Cox, 
our sister-in-love Carol Altman 
Haspel, V. Todd Ferreira Funeral 
Services and all the pallbearers 
for all their love and support.

Family of Sunya Kim Godwin
Windell Godwin

Benny, Michelle and Mia Fish

In loving memory of
Matthew Looby

07/17/1988-05/12/2012
Happy Birthday Matt!

Loving you and missing you 
every day. Not a day goes by 
that you are not on our minds 
and always in our hearts. Have 
a glorious day with Jesus!

love,
your family

Thanks so much
The family of our son Dennis 

Morris would like to thank other 
family and friends for their kind 
expressions of sympathy. The 
cards and flowers were beautiful, 
and the food prepared for us was 
truly a blessing. Our thanks also 
to Forbes Funeral Home.

Charles and Sharon
and family

Call today for your FREE
implant consultation!

All work done in our
Macclenny offi ce,

no referrals or
driving to Jacksonville!

Treatment rooms are private and confi dential.

IMPLANTS ARE A PERMANENT SOLUTION TO MISSING TEETH!

653-3333 • 571 S. 6th Street
Derrick Carter, D.M.D.

Melissa Taylor, R.D.H.
Dr. Carter, D.M.D

Ashley Carter, Dental Assistant/Offi ce

IMPLANT CONSULTATION
INCLUDING
X-RAYS FREE

$175 VALUE

Thanks for help
on “Live” event

The members of Souls Harbor 
Church of God, the family of Der-
ek, Becky and Kately Crews and 
Katie Rhoden would like to thank 
everyone in the community who 
helped to make the “Live for 
Kately” event on July 13 possible.

There will never be enough 
words to thank everyone for 
the donated food, drinks, mu-
sic, games and those who vol-
unteered their time and worked 
behind the scenes to make this 
event a huge success. There are 
too many people to name indi-
vidually, and so many people who 
had a hand in helping. Please ac-
cept this sincere thank you from 
the bottom of our hearts. There 
is no better place to live, work, 
attend church and raise a family 
than in Baker County!

Here’s a funny story. If you’re 
a Jaguar fan you know who Shad 
Khan is. The 
owner of the 
team.  Rich.  
Great mous-
tache.

Khan, who 
emigrated to 
the US from 
Pakistan when he was a kid, is 
also a soccer fan. So what do rich 
guys who are sports fans do? 
They buy teams.  

Khan just bought one of my 
favorite British teams, Fulham. 
It’s located in London and was 
owned by Egyptian Mohammed 
Al Fayed.  He’s best known for 
being the father of Princess Di-
ana’s boyfriend Dodi.

Anyway, now that we’ve got 
our connections straight, Khan 
bought Fulham, best known to 
US fans as the former home of 
USA star Clint Dempsey. 

Just like in Jacksonville, Ful-
ham fans have taken to wearing 
Shad Khan moustaches. But he 

has a bit of a problem.
Not just that the team is in the 

bottom half of 
the league. He’s 
got to be used to 
that by now. No, 
it’s the statue out 
front of the sta-
dium.

Some great 
former Fulham player? Nope. 
Not a lot of those.

It’s Michael Jackson.
Yep. Al Fayed was a huge MJ 

fan and erected a statue outside 
the stadium. In the deal Al Fayed 
wants it to stay. Khan hates it.  

What to do? What to do?
Maybe replace it with a stat-

ue of Blaine Gabbert. Makes as 
much sense.

• Hmm. Maybe winning the 
Heisman Trophy as a freshman 
isn’t completely a good thing.

Texas A&M quarterback and 
Heisman winner Johnny Manziel 
left the Manning Passing Acade-
my this week and went home to 
college station. It wasn’t that the 

freshman didn’t have anything 
to learn from Archie and his kids 
Peyton and Eli.

A&M claims he went home be-
cause he was sick.

But sources close to Archie 
Manning claim that Manziel was 
turning up “sick” after nights of 
hard partying out on the town. 
Manning got fed up with Manziel 
and asked him to leave.

Hey. He’s a freshman college 
student. He’s going to party.  

But when you’ve got a chance 
to learn your craft from the Man-
nings, there’s a limit. Any good 
quarterback worth his salt should 
ask the age old question WWPD 
– What Would Peyton Do?

Fat Lady
ROBERT GERARD

What to do about that ‘statue’

SubScribe to 
The Baker CounTy Press 

weBsiTe wiTh e-ediTion

Register at  
www.bakercountypress.com  
and you will have access to  
all content from the print  

edition and more!

SubScriptionS
$5/month or  
$25/year
payment via paypal

Send us letters
and make sure

they are SiGnED 
with a

phone number.

We publish obituaries & pictures

– fRee –  
Thank you – $6.00 (for 50 words)

News photos are 
now available 
through easy  

online purchase!
Go to 

www.bakercountypress.com

We print obituaries with a 
picture free of charge.

Check it out...
bakercountypress.com

COPIES
Black & white/Full color
The Office Mart

110 South Fifth St.

advertising deadline
Monday
5:00 pm

nO eXCePTiOns!
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Call 904-259-2400
Hours to place, correct or cancel ads: 
Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
The Baker County Press
P.O. Box 598, Macclenny, FL 32063

DEADLINES

BY E-MAIL
classifieds@bakercountypress.com

BY wEBSITE
www.bakercountypress.com

Placement, correction or cancellation of 
classified ads may be done by phone, 

e-mail or in person anytime before 
Monday at 5 p.m. for publication on the 

following Thursday.

TO PLACE AN AD...
BY PHONE BY MAIL

PEACOCK PAINTING, INC.
Professional painting 

Interior - Exterior
Pressure washing

Residential - Commercial
Parking lot line striping 

Fully insured  &  Locally owned
25 years experience

259-5877
2/10tfc

ROGER RAULERSON 
WELL DRILLING

2” and 4” wells
24 Hour Service Calls

259-7531
Licensed & Insured

Family owned & operated
12/31tfc

BAKER LAWN & 
TREE SERVICE

Mowing • Blowing 
Weed eating • Edging

Hedge Trimming
Tree: Trimming, Cutting,  

Mulched, Removal 
Pressure Washing • Weed Spraying

904-408-9361 
Licensed & Insured

6/27-7/18p

MICHAEL & JONATHAN’S, INC. 
• Landscaping

• Lawn Service & Irrigation
• New Installation & Repairs
For all your total lawn needs, 
call the best and take a rest.  

259-7388
Residential and Business

Licensed & Insured
7/18-25p

DEPENDABLE HEATING, AC
AND 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
Residential • Commercial

New Construction • Remodel
259-6546

Elec. license # EC-0001471
AC license # CA-C057649  2/10tfc

STEPHEN’S TREE SERVICE
TREE REMOVAL

Trimming • Stump Grinding 
Licensed & Insured

Free Estimates
904-653-1314

7/18-25p

PUMP REPAIR
2” or 4” wells - shallow or deep

Call 904-259-4580
Licensed and insured

CFC056961 7/4-25p

PUMP REPAIR 24 HR 
WELL DRILLING 

2”-4” & Larger 
259-6934 or 904-591-0063 
Water Well Contr FL7003, GA316 

Ronnie Sapp
5/16tfc

FILL DIRT
Culverts installed

Tim Johnson
259-2536

904-838-2818
5/11tfc

B. J. FENCE
Wood • Vinyl

Chain Link• Aluminum
Pool Decks

904-653-1442

7/11-8/1c

GATEWAY PEST CONTROL,  INC.
259-3808

All types of pest control
Call Eston, Shannon or Bill

Ask about our fire ant control
6/26tfc

C & R LAWN SERVICES
Landscaping•Mowing•Weedeating 

Trim Hedges•Bushes•Trees 
Tractor Work

Residential or Commercial
Free Estimates

904-238-0792
                                             7/11-18p

A & D IRRIGATION 
& PRESSURE WASHING LLC.

• Sprinkler Systems 
• Residential and Commercial 

• Installations and Repairs 
• Free Estimates

651-1739
7/4-7/25p

BAKER PUMP SERVICE
2” & 4” Wells Drilled & Pump Repairs

Iron Filters • Water Softeners 
Pool & Irrigation Pumps 

On Site repairs.
30 Years Experience

904-338-4738 or 904-259-8565
7/4-25p

DUGARD CONSTRUCTION
Custom Kitchen & Bathroom  

Remodeling 
Room Additions
904-259-5008

CBC# 060309                                     3/14-9/5p

KONNIE’S KLEAR POOLS
In-ground and above ground pools

Installation available 
Chemicals • Parts 
Service • Cleaning

698-E West Macclenny Ave.
(Lil’ Caesar’s Shopping Center)

Monday, Tuesday,  
Thursday and Friday
10:00 am-6:00 pm  

&
Saturday 10:00 am-2:00 pm

259-5222
(CPC 053903) 4/21tfc

ANGEL AQUA, INC.
Water Quality Treatment 

“We can improve your water”
Water softeners - Iron filters 

Sales - Rentals - Service - Repairs
Ask us about our 

“Chemical Free” systems
 Morton Salt

 “Keep Full” Salt Delivery Service 
797 S. 6th Street, Macclenny

259-6672
7/12tfc

RICH LAURAMORE 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Custom homes 
Additions • Remodels

259-4893 or
 403-4781 cell 

RR License No. 282811470 11/19tfc

CYPRESS HOME BUILDERS, INC.
Custom new home construction of
Log home and conventional homes 

Jody Paul Thrift
904-591-2640

2/10tfc

MARTIN WELL DRILLING 
& PUMP SERVICE

2” wells
Macclenny 259-9014

Cell 838-3517 
Bryceville 266-4956 
welldriller@nefcom.net

License No. FL 2795, GA 566 5/30-11/26p

Trenching & Light  
Backhoe Work

Call 904-259-4580
Licensed and insured

CFC056961 7/4-25p

FULL LINE OF WEDDING
 INVITATIONS & ACCESSORIES
Shower and anniversary invitations

The Office Mart
110 South 5th Street

259-3737
4/28tfc

PRINTING & FAxING
Black & White and Color Copies,

Custom Business Forms,
Business Cards,
Signs, Stickers,

Invitations for any occasion,
Rubber Stamps

and so much more!!!
The Office Mart

110 South Fifth Street
259-3737

 5/19tfc

LAND CLEARING
Fill dirt • Slag

Cypress mulch • Red mulch
A little or a lot

904-521-1506

2/10tfc

BATHROOM REMODELS
New fixtures  - Ceramic Tile 

ADA Transformations 
Roll-in Showers - Walk-in Tubs

Call 259-4580
Licensed and insured

CFC056961 7/4-25p

WILLIAMS AUTO 
REPAIR CENTER

1128 E. Macclenny Ave. 
(Us 90 East)

All Major/Minor Repairs
Foreign or Domestic Cars 

& Light Trucks
Specializing in Transmission 

& Engine Repairs
Computer Diagnostics • AC Services 

Brakes • Timing Belts • Clutches
Major Tune-ups

All Major Credit Cards accepted

259-5149
6/27-7/18p

JOHN WILLIAMS PLUMBING
Repairs • Re-pipes • Remodels 
Drain Cleaning • Sump Pumps

Water heaters • New construction
Call 904-259-4580

CFC056961 7/4-25p

PLUMBING-SEWER-SEPTIC
Over 40 Years Experience

 24 Hour Service
259-6934 or 904-591-0063
CFC032613 MP005858 I-13219RCMD

Ronnie Sapp
5/16tfc

Class i fied ads and no tic es must be paid in 
advance, and be in our office no lat er than 
4:00 pm the Monday preceding pub  li ca tion, 
unless otherwise arranged in advance. Ads 
can be mailed provided they are accompa-
nied by payment and instructions. They 
should be mailed to: Class i fied Ads, The Bak-
er County Press, P.O. Box 598, Mac clen ny, FL 
32063. We can not assume responsibility for 
ac curacy of ads or notices given over the 
telephone. Li a  bil i ty for errors in all advertis-
ing will be limited to the first publication only. 
If after that time, the ad continues to run 
without notification of error by the person or 
agen cy for whom it was pub lish ed, then that 
party as sumes full payment re spon sibility. 
The Baker County Press reserves the right to 
refuse advertising or any oth er mate ri al 
which in the opinion of the publisher does 
not meet standards of publication. 

Wheelbarrow type air compressor with 
Honda engine. Works great. $300; Cole-
man generator, 6250 watt, 10HP B&S mo-
tor, runs great. $300. Call 259-3763. 7/18p
Tractor, 3 point hitch 4 wheel drive, diesel 
or gas; runs good. $1200. 912-266-1641 
or 912-843-2768. 7/18p
1966 396 motor; complete. Many new 
parts; barrons, pistons, rings. $1400. 912-
266-1641 or 912-843-2768. 7/18p
2 good car batteries. $65 each. 259-
2515. 7/18p
1971 Sea King 12 ft. V Hull boat and trailer; 
no motor; boat and trailer only. $850. 904-
253-0830. 7/18c
27' Prowler camper with new AC installed 
in May. $4900. See to appreciate. Call for 
appointment. 259-6572 or 904-563-6976.
 7/11-18p
Saturday, June 20th, 10:00 a.m.-2:00 
p.m., Calendar’s Pizza, Macclenny. Wom-
en’s Bazaar. Come check out your local 
vendors. Thirty-One, Scentsy, Tastefully 
Simple, It Works, Jewels by Tina, Pam-
pered Chef, Premier Designs, Jewelry by 
Mandi Canaday.  7/11-18p
Artists. Oils, acrylics, water colors, 
Canvas es, draw ing pads and much more. 
On sale now. The Of fice Mart, 110 S. Fifth 
Street, 259-3737.  tfc
Camille Beckman hand cream, Root 
candles, unique gift items. Southern 
Charm 110 S. 5th Street. 259-4140.
 4/28tfc
Office Supplies, printer and fax cartridg-
es,  rubber stamps and much more. We 
specialize in hard to find items. The Office 
Mart, 110 S. 5th Street. 259-3737. 4/28tfc 

Miscellaneous
Christian Cleaning Service; house or 
business. Call Selina for free estimate. 
904-210-2039.  7/11-18p
Thomas Family Daycare; any ages.        
Licensed 27 years. Episcopal accepted. Hot 
meals, snacks, outdoor play. Cathy Thomas 
259-3678 or 904-742-4980. 7/18p
Landscaping mulch. Thrift Log Homes. 
259-2900. 3/7tfc
We install 6” seamless gutters.  Pres-
sure washing. 259-7335. 8/11tfc
Alcoholics anonymous meetings Monday 
and Friday at 8 pm. Call Wanda 904-994-
7750. 209 Macclenny Ave.  1/3-12/27/13p
Choosing adoption? Loving, single 
woman will provide stable home/support 
of large, extended family.  Let’s help each 
other. Financial security. Expenses paid. 
Deborah, toll-free (855-779-3699) Sklar 
Law Firm, LLC Fl Bar #0150789. 7/18p
Advertise in newspapers across Florida – 
One phone call puts your ad in 117 news-
papers.  Reach millions of Floridians for 
one low cost by calling 866.742.1373 or 
visit www.AdNetworksFlorida.com. 7/18p
Premium Metal Roofing, Manufacturer 
Direct! 8 Metal Roof profiles in 40+ colors ! 
Superior customer service, same day pick-
up, fast delivery!  1-888-779-4270 or visit 
www.gulfcoastsupply.com. 7/18p
AIRLINE CAREERS begin here – Get FAA 
approved Aviation Maintenance Technician 
training. Housing and Financial aid for qual-
ified students. Job placement assistance. 
Call AIM 866-314-3769. 7/18p

autoMobiles
2002 Ford Ranger, V6, 5 speed; sweet 
stereo system with remote; locking bed-
cover. $3500 OBO. 259-2084 or 904-610-
1575. 7/18p
1995 Camaro. Black, 6 cylinder, automat-
ic, AC, CD player; drives good. 904-586-
5791. 7/18p

1987 Toyota Four Runner 4x4. $2650 
firm.  904-253-0830. 7/18c

Tool set found at The Baker County Press 
Office. Call 259-2400 to identify. 7/18p

aniMals
Dogs: all types from puppies to adults. 
Animal Control, $65 adoption fees will ap-
ply. 259-6786.  11/20tfc

help wanted
Notice to readers:

The newspaper often publishes classified 
advertising on subjects like work-at-home, 
weight loss products, health products. 
While the newspaper uses reasonable 
discretion in deciding on publication of 
such ads, it takes no responsibility as to 
the truthfulness of claims. Respondents 
should use caution and common sense 
before sending any money or making other 
commitments based on statements and/or 
promises; demand specifics in writing. You 
can also call the Federal Trade Commis-
sion at 1-877-FTC-HELP to find out how to 
spot fraudulent solicitations. Remember: if 
it sounds too good to be true, it probably is. 
- The Baker County Press
Responsible, mature person to manage 
lawn service; drug free, part time.  Apply 
in person at Dual State Real Estate, 1484-
C South 6th Street, Macclenny, Monday-
Friday, 9-1. 7/4tfc
Experienced painters needed. Peacock 
Painting, 259-5877. 2/21tfc
Auto Sales, In home sales or any sales ex-
perience. Small roofing company looking 
for an outside salesman, no roofing experi-
ence needed, will train. Please call 1-866-
959-7663. 7/4-25p
Drivers:  $5,000 Sign-On Bonus! Great 
Pay!  Consistent Freight, Great Miles on 
this Regional Account. Werner Enterpris-
es:1-888-567-3110. 7/18-8/8p
Certified Nursing Assistant. Full/part-
time, days/evenings/nights/weekends. 
We are looking for dependable TEAM play-
ers. Must pass level 2 AHCA screening. 
Apply in person to Macclenny Nursing and 
Rehab. 755 S. 5th Street. NO phone calls 
please. “An EEO/AA Employer/M/F/V/D”.
 7/18c
Library Outreach Assistant needed to 
assist on bookmobile. Minimum HS gradu-
ate, thorough knowledge of computer, in-
ternet and email. $8.75/hr, 20 hrs/week, 
2-10hr workdays. Valid FL driver’s license 
and clean driving record required. This 
is a temporary position and may last six 
months or less. Apply in person New River 
PL Cooperative, 110 N. Lake Ave, Lake 
Butler. 7/18c
Drivers:  Guaranteed Home EVERY Week-
end! Company:  All Miles PAID (Loaded or 
Empty)! Lease:  To Own NO Money Down, 
NO Credit Check! Call: 1-866-823-0323.
 7/18p
The Baker County Council on Aging is 
seeking a volunteer for our Home Deliv-
ered Meal Route.  The volunteer would be 
needed Monday through Friday.  For more 
information please contact Christina Har-
vey at 904-259-2223 X#233. 7/18p
EARNING BETTER PAY IS ONE STEP 
AWAY! Averitt offers Experienced CDL-A 
Drivers. Excellent Benefits and Weekly 
Hometime. 888-362-8608, Recent Grads 
w/a CDL-A 1-5/wks. Paid Training. Apply 
online at AverittCareers.com Equal Oppor-
tunity Employer. 7/18p
DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED NOW! Learn 
to drive for US Xpress! Earn $700 per 
week! No experience needed! Local CDL 
Traning. Job ready in 15 days! (888)368-
1964. 7/18p
Experienced OTR Flatbed Drivers earn 
50 up to 55 cpm loaded. $1000 sign on to 
Qualified drivers. Home most weekends. 
Call: (843)266-3731 / www.bulldoghiway.
com. EOE. 7/18p

real estate

Notice to Readers
All real estate advertising in this newspa-
per is subject to the Fair Housing Act which 
makes it illegal to advertise “any prefer-
ence, limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status or national origin, or an intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.” Familial status includes 
children under the age of 18 living with 
parents or legal custodians, pregnant 
women and people securing custody of 
children under 18.

This newspaper will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate which 
is in violation of the law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all dwellings adver-
tised in this newspaper are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. To complain of 
discrimination, call HUD toll free at 1-800-
669-9777. The toll free telephone number 
for the  impaired is 1-800-927-9275.
5 acres on St. Mary’s River, zoned Ag; 
high and dry. Ready to build on; very nice 
wooded acres. $54,900; two to pick from. 
904-591-2640. 7/18tfc
1.08 acres MOL wooded lot in Branford, 
Fl, about 600 ft. from Suwannee River. 
Boat ramp is about 4 miles away. It is a 
great place to get away from it all. It has 
lots of wildlife. It is priced to sell. $5000 
cash. Call 259-3763. 7/18p
Lots for sale, Copper Creek and Glenfield 
Oaks subdivisions. $32,000 each. Call 
904-813-1580. 2/7tfc
½ acre lot just outside city limits with 
mobile home. Mobile home has no value. 
$35,000, down payment $1,500. $324/
month. Call 904-813-1580. 12/13tfc
70± Property Online Real Estate REO 
Auction. Homes, Commercial, Multi-Fam-
ily, Lots. Sperry Van Ness - Commercial 
Real Estate. Advisors 504.468.6800. 
www.BidOnBankREO.com. L. Fisher FL 
AU220. 7/18p
LAND & CABIN PACKAGE. Only $79,900! 
Crossville, Tennessee. Pre-grand open-
ing sale. 30 acres and 1,200 Sq. Ft. cabin 
package. Minutes from 4 state parks 
and TN River. Limited inventory. Call now 
877/243-2091. 7/18p

for rent

4 BR, 2 BA,  313 Fourth St. S.; $1100/ 
month plus deposit; 326 Fifth St. S, 2 BR, 1 
BA, $725/month plus deposit; 55 W. Mac-
clenny Ave. 1 BR, 1 BA, $475/month plus 
deposit. Contact Real Estate with Garlon 
Webb, 904-408-9146. 7/18p
3 BR, 2½ BA 1700 SF, 2 story house; re-
modeled on 2½ acres on CR 121 Brycev-
ille. $1000/month. 904-879-2143. 7/18p
Efficiency apartment; one occupancy 
only. $475/month plus 1st, last and de-
posit. Includes electric, water, lawn and 
trash. 259-7335. 7/18tfc
2 BR, 1 BA mobile home. $350/month 
plus $350 deposit. Garbage, water, sew-
age and lawncare included. 1st month’s 
rent prorated. 912-843-8165 or 904-219-
2690. 7/18tfc
3 BR, 2 BA brick home on city lot. 365 
Magnolia Drive, Macclenny. Includes W/D. 
$900/month plus $500 deposit. 904-813-
5558. 7/18p
Completely remodeled 4 BR, 2 BA mo-
bile home off Mud Lake Road, on 5 acres. 
Big back porch. $1000/month plus $1500 
deposit. Service animals only; no smoking. 
259-7936 or 904-397-8447. 7/18-25p
2 BR, 2 BA mobile home. Quiet and peace-
ful, on private property. $650/month plus 
$500 deposit. Call Bruce 904-838-3130.
 7/18p
3 BR, 2 BA mobile home on private ½ acre 
lot. AC and water softener. $650/month 
plus $500 deposit. Service animals only. 
259-5853 or 904-673-8120. 7/11-18p
3  BR, 2 BA house; 714 Long Drive, Mac-
clenny. 18 month lease. $875/month plus 
$800 deposit. 904-838-8584. 7/11tfc
2 or 3 BR mobile home $385-$550; half 
acre; garbage, water, sewer, lawn provid-
ed, family neighborhood. 912-843-8118 or 
904-699-8637. www.rentyes.net.  1/17tfc
Condo in St. Augustine, FL; directly on 
the beach. Newly renovated. $1200 week-
ly. 904-408-9515. 5/23tfc

coMMercial fr

Professional retail office space for 
lease. Prime location on Hwy 121 Call 
259-9022 for details.  11/3tfc
5 rms, kit, bath. 65 E. McIver. Available 
8/15. 259-9590. 7/18-8/8c

Mobile hoMes

Palm Harbor 3 BR, 2 BA. Only $268/
month. 904-783-4619. 7/11-18c
Dollar and a Deed. Get you a new home 
for only $270/month. 904-783-4619.
 7/11-18c
New Palm Harbor 4 BR, 2 BA. $2000 
down and $450/month. 904-783-4619.
 7/11-18c
Never Titled, all warranties apply. 3 BR, 
2 BA. Only $350/month. 904-783-4619.
 7/11-18c
Modular Homes. Starting at only $40 SF. 
904-783-4619. 7/11-18c

for sale

YARD SALES 
Thursday and Friday, 8:30 a.m.-12:00 
p.m., 373 Azalea Drive. Everything is 50¢ 
and it has to go.
Thursday, Friday and Saturday, 8:00 a.m.-
?, US 90 Mini-Storage. Clothes, all sizes (3 

pieces for $1), dresser with mirror $60; toys, vintage, pillows, 
etc. Rain cancels
Friday, 8:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.,1328 Copper Oaks Court. 3rd 
Annual re-decorating/yard sale. Repurposed, unique & one of 
a kind items, shabby chic, vintage & handmade. All this inside 
studio. Yard sale items in carport. Don’t miss it. Only 6 inside 
studio at a time on Friday. Call 904-477-4107 for a  sneak 
peak on Thursday evening to get your name on the list.(must 
call for sneak peak)
Friday, 8:30 a.m.-?, 121 South ½ mile past Burger King, 1st 
dirt road past Volunteer Fire Department on left (Sylvester 
Manning Road). Hollister, A.E. Aero jeans, shirts, shoes, mov-
ies, firepit, box speakers, refrigerator, glass top stove, large 
double sink in vanity, kitchen cabinets, couch & chair, bar 
stools, pigs/hogs and lots more.
Friday, 8:00 a.m.-?, Saturday, 8:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.,   913 
Red Fox Way. Wooden bunk beds with mattresses, metal day-
bed no mattress, wardrobe & wooden dresser for projects, 
10 gallon fish tank and accessories, stainless microwave, 
lamps; womens, mens, girl’s clothes; women’s size 6 shoes, 
too many household items to list. Just moved in, this all needs 
to go. Great prices. Also will be selling handmade duct tape 
crafts by iheartducttape, these are a must see. ABSOLUTELY 
NO EARLY BIRDS!
Friday, Saturday, Tuesday and Wednesday, 8:00 a.m.-2:00 
p.m., 7849 Aunt Mary Harvey Road. Baby clothes, tools, jew-
elry and lots more. Inside sale.
Friday and Saturday, 9:00 a.m.-?, Down Bob Burnsed Road, 
follow signs. Too much to list.
Saturday, 8:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m., AG Center. Huge sale. Baker 
County Veteran’s Council. Boat raffle drawing at 1:00.
Saturday only, 8:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m., 125 Rhoden Drive, 
down Barber Road, by McDonald’s.
Saturday, 8:00 a.m.-?., 4244 Hickory Street. Miscellaneous 
items; too much to list.
Saturday, 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m., Calendar’s Pizza, Macclen-
ny. Women’s Bazaar. Come check out your local vendors. Thir-
ty-One, Scentsy, Tastefully Simple, It Works, Jewels by Tina, 
Pampered Chef, Premier Designs, Jewelry by Mandi Canaday. 

I BUY USED MOBILE HOMES

$$ CASH PAID $$
IMMEDIATELY
904.259.4663

found

500 Dollars
& DeeD

is all you need to
move into your

new Manufactured
& Modular Home

Call pat
800-414-2130

ARNP & Physician Assistant
Baker County Health Department - Part time optional      

WORKING HOURS:
8:00 am - 5:00 pm M-F
3 Yrs. Primary Care Experience
Benefi t pkg. available 
within 90 days.

Print state of Florida Employment Application at
https://PeopleFirst.myfl orida.com and send to:
Baker County Health Dept., Attn: Patricia K. Conner
480 W. Lowder St. Macclenny, Fl. 32063 or call (904) 653-5234

Baker County Health Department 

PHYSICIAN NEEDED
Baker County Health Department - Part time optional    

WORKING HOURS:
8:00 am - 5:00 pm M-F
3 Yrs. Primary Care Experience
Hourly pay contingent upon experience
Benefi t pkg. available 
within 90 days.

Print state of Florida Employment Application at
https://PeopleFirst.myfl orida.com and send to:
Baker County Health Dept., Attn: Patricia K. Conner
480 W. Lowder St. Macclenny, Fl. 32063 or call (904) 653-5234

Baker County Health Department 

WORKING HOURS:
8:00 am - 5:00 pm M-F
3 Yrs. Primary Care Experience
Hourly pay contingent upon experience
Benefi t pkg. available 
within 90 days.

DIRECTOR OF NURSING 
Position #A99997

This is a professional position re-
sponsible for the planning, coordi-
nation, and implementation of the 
Associate Degree Nursing program, 
the Practical Nurse program and 
the Patient Care Assistant program 
Florida Gateway College. Minimum 
Qualifi cations: Currently licensed 
as a registered nurse in Florida and 
shall have either a bachelor’s degree 
in nursing plus a master’s or doctoral 
degree in a related fi eld or a master’s 
or doctoral degree in nursing. Flori-
da statues 64B9-2.005. Two years 
teaching experience. Computer lit-
erate. Knowledge of statistical con-
cepts. Knowledge of accounting prin-
ciples. Knowledge of state laws af-
fecting nursing program operations. 
Ability in numerical reasoning and 
verbal expression. Ability in written 
communication. Previous leadership/ 
management or Director of Nursing 
experience preferred.
SALARY: $49,875 Annually, Plus 

Benefi ts
APPLICATION DEADLINE:

Open Until Filled
Persons interested should provide 
College application, vita, and 
photocopies of transcripts. All foreign 
transcripts must be submitted with 
offi cial translation and evaluation. 

Position details and applications 
available on web at: www.fgc.edu

Human Resources 
Florida Gateway College
149 S.E. College Place

Lake City, FL 32025-2007
Phone (386) 754-4314 

Fax (386) 754-4814
E-Mail: humanr@fgc.edu

FGC is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the 
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools. VP/ADA/EA/
EO College in Education and Employment

NOW AVAILABLE
1 and 2 Bedrooms

Baldwin Grove
APARTMENTS

904-266-4070
T.T.D. 1-800-955-8771

RENTAL ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE TO
QUALIFIED APPLICANTS

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and 
employer.

Go Painlessly® with THERA-GESIC.

Maximum strength 
analgesic creme for 
temporary relief from:

• Joint and Muscle  
   soreness
• Arthritis
• Back aches 

TH
G

-1
39

02

Jon shuMAke
sports editor  

jonshu@live.com

Members of the BCHS vol-
leyball program will get valu-
able experience this summer as 
the team plays several games in 
preparation for the upcoming 
season.

The summer games got under 
way July 16 when Baker County 
hosted a tri-meet.

Both the varsity and junior 
varsity teams will be in action 
playing simultaneously. Coach 
Heather Sulkowski said that 
summer volleyball is an oppor-
tunity for the girls to get used to 
playing as a group.

“It’s just a chance for the girls 
to play with each other and im-
prove their reaction times,” Mrs. 
Sulkowski said.

The Wildcats are playing 
games in the summer in hopes 
of being on the same level as 
schools such as Bishop Kenny 
and Ponte Vedra. Those schools 
have players competing year 
around in club ball, while Baker 
County’s Callie Wheeler is the 
only Wildcat who does so.

The extra playing time the 
other schools get makes it diffi-
cult for Baker County to compete 
against them, Mrs. Sulkowski 
said.

“They get a lot more experi-
ence than we do,” she said. “It’s 
hard for our girls to play club ball 
because of the travel. Summer 
ball should put us on an equal 
playing field in terms of experi-
ence.”

The team will still have experi-
enced players taking the court as 
six starters are returning this sea-
son. Defensive specialist Ashton 
Alford is one player Sulkowski 
said has the chance to step up for 
the team.

“She earned a starting posi-
tion at the end of the season last 
year and we are looking for her to 
grow,” the coach said.

The team will rely on young 
players to fill the void left by the 
three starters who exited the pro-
gram last season, and summer 

ball will give them the chance to 
get acclimated to the high school 
level.

“I think it’ll be good because 
we have to rely on freshmen,” 
Mrs. Sulkowski said. “It will give 
them a chance to play against 
higher competition.”

Lindsey Love and Hay-
leigh Mulkey are two freshmen 
Sulkowski said could make a big 
impact for the team, and summer 
volleyball will help them lay the 
groundwork for their first year in 
high school.

Unfortunately, though, the 
Wildcats won’t get as much 
playing time as they originally 
thought.  The team initially had 
four meets planned over a 10-day 
period, but the two final meets 
with Union County were can-
celed.

The volleyball team has two 
meets to gain the playing time 
they need before the regular 
season starts. In addition to last 
Tuesday’s game, the team travels 
to Trinity July 22.

Summer play boosts competitiveness

Photos by Jud Johnson

At top, Callie Wheeler goes up for the ball; at bottom, Malory Osteen (left) eyes Madison Kennedy’s set up during the 
summer tri-meet at BChS July 16.

Check our new & improved site: www.bakercountypress.com

We have more!
More for sales, automobiles, help wanteds,

rentals, FSBO and yard sales 
www.bakercountypress.com

bakercountypress.com

advertising deadline
Monday
5:00 pm

nO eXCePTiOns!

We print obituaries with a 
picture free of charge.



SportS Notice SubmiSSioNS 
We welcome your sports submissions for youth league, traveling league or individual athletic achievements. 
The paper reserves the right to publish submissions. It is requested that all news items be typed or emailed to 
insure accuracy in print.

coNtact uS 
By phone at 904.259.2400 or by fax at 904.259.6502. You can stop by our office located at 104 S. Fifth Street, 
Macclenny, FL or mail your submission to PO Box 598, Macclenny, FL 32063. 
We are available online at www.bakercountypress.com
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20 year reunion
The Baker County High School 

Class of 1993 is planning a 20th 
reunion on August 10 at the Uni-
versity Club in Jacksonville and 
more details will emerge later. If 
you have not updated contact in-
formation on our Facebook page, 
send it to bchs93reunion@gmail.
com. You can also go to www.
bchs93reunion.com for an addi-
tional information.

Our new sports editor Jon Shumake 
will be chronicling organized local sports 
at all levels as well as hunting, fishing 
and other recreation news for The Baker 
County Press. Send him your news tips, 
suggestions and photos, or just welcome 
him to Baker County. You can find him 
on Twitter @jonshumake or by e-mail  
at jonshu@live.com.

Got SportS?  
contact Jon.

Serving
Baker County
for over 35 years

specializing in...

Real Estate
Family Law
Personal Injury

Hugh D. Fish, Jr. J.D.

34 S. Fifth Street | Macclenny | hughfish@setel.net

259-6606
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before 
you decide, ask us to send you free written information about our qualifications and experience.

•	 3032E	Tractor
•	 31.4	hp†,	liquid-cooled,	diesel	engine
•	 Easy-to-use	hydrostatic	transmission
•	 Maximum	traction	with	standard	4WD

3032E 
Compact Utility Tractor Package 

MAKE GREAT HAY.

America’s	Green	Tractor	PROfessionals!

MIDDLEBURG, FL	....................... 2520	County	Rd	220	•	(904)	272-2272	

Visit	www.agprocompanies.com/hayspecials for	more	great	specials.

*Trailer length may vary by location. †Manufacturer’s estimate of power (ISO) per 97/68/EC. 1Offer ends 7/31/2013. Subject to approved credit on John Deere Financial Revolving Plan, a service of John Deere Financial, f.s.b. For Consumer Use only. 20% down payment required. Taxes, freight, setup and delivery charges could increase monthly payment. Other special rates and terms may be available, including installment financing. Available at participating deal-
ers. See dealer for details. All attachments and/or implements included in offer are John Deere or Frontier branded. 2Offer ends 7/31/2013. Subject to approved installment credit with John Deere Financial. Some restrictions apply; other special rates and terms may be available, so see your dealer for details and other financing options. 0% for 48 months. Valid only at participating US dealers.

$20,999 
0% FINANCING AVAILABLE1

NEW  
9 Series Balers

•	 Loader
•	 5'	Rotary	Cutter
•	 Box	Blade
•	 16'	Trailer*

•	 Higher-quality	Diamond®	chains
•	 Quicker	gate	cycle	time
•	 Redesigned	output	shaft
•	 Fully	adjustable	hitch0% FOR

48 MONTHS
BIGCASH
DISCOUNTS2OR

Includes:	

GreenSouth is now Ag-Pro!

Whether	you	have	residential,	commercial,	agricultural	or	jobsite	needs,	we’ve	got	the	John	Deere	
equipment	and	experts	to	help.	You	never	have	to	worry	that	a	job	is	too	big	or	too	small,	because	that’s	

exactly	what	our	“Strong on Service”	motto	is	all	about.	We	are	focused	on	you,	all	day,	every	day.	And	our	
recent	growth	translates	into	your	growth,	because	our	improved	buying	power	will	bring	you	greater	values,	

a	bigger	selection	and	a	more	connected	network	of	experts.	Come	in	and	see	for	yourself	how	everything	is	
the	same,	except	for	what’s	better.

PACKAGE 
DEAL!

First Baptist Church
of Macclenny

“It Feels Like Home”
372 S. Sixth Street at W. Minnesota Ave.

Directions from I-10: Take Exit 335 N. Go 1.3 miles
North on Hwy. 121 - See steeple on left

Broadcast Live on WJXR 92.1 FM each Sunday Morning @ 11:00 am

Sunday ServiceS
Sunday School 9:30 am
Worship 10:45 am
 & 6:00 pm

WedneSday ServiceS
Prayer & Bible Study 6:00 pm
Awana for Children 6:00 pm
Youth Group 6:00 pm

Dr. Edsel M. Bone
Senior Pastor

Photo courtesy of the bAker county historicAl society

looking back: first grade in Macclenny in ?
The above photo is one of hundreds stored at the Baker County historical Society on McIver Street. According to the hand-written text on the back side of the old 
photo, it’s an image of fay Matthews Milton’s first grade class in Macclenny. Some of the children were identified as follows: front row from left: (blank) ellison?, (blank) 
Bowman?, edward W. Crocket, Sharon hines?, (blank) evans?, Sharron Crews, Tommy Crawford, Bonnie Green, unidentified, earnie Mae Griffis and unidentified. Middle 
row from left:  unidentified, (blank) fraser, lawrence howard, unidentified, , unidentified, (blank) Crawford?, (blank) Crews, unidentified, Wendell Kirkland, and (blank) 
ellison. Back row from left: unidentified, (blank) Barton, (blank) Gatlin, (blank) Gatlin, unidentified, unidentified and Manly Johns. The photo was not dated. We’ll be 
publishing old photos from the society’s collection occasionally in The Press and invite readers to submit their old photos as well for publication with any information 
they may have on the image. drop them by the office, 104 S. 5th St., or submit them by e-mail to reporter@bakercountypress.com.

Jon shuMAke
sports editor  

jonshu@live.com

The Little League All-Star tournaments contin-
ued last week with four Baker County teams com-
peting in sectional play and one advancing to the 
state tournament.

The 9 and 10-year-old baseball team has had an 
exciting run in the tournament thus far, and that 
didn’t change during the Section 3 tournament in 
Mims, FL. They cruised to a 16-2 victory over De-
bary to advance to the championship game against 
Indian River City.

The second game wasn’t as easy for the Baker 
County boys as it went into extra innings after be-
ing tied 9-9 at the end of regulation. Baker County 
was able to put together a four-run seventh inning 
to take a 13-9 lead. They sealed the victory on de-
fense by turning a game-ending double play to halt 
Indian River City’s comeback attempt and win the 
game 13-12.

The win gives Baker County the Section 3 crown 
and a spot in the state championship tournament, 
which will be held July 19-21 in Mims. 

The eight-team tournament is broken up into 
two four-team pools that will play in round robin 
fashion. Baker County is in the A Pool and will play 
the Section 6 champion Naples Friday night before 
playing Section 2 winners SW Port St. Lucie and 
Section 5 victors Apopka on Saturday.

If Baker County is able to either win or be the 
runner-up of its pool, the team will play against one 
of the teams from the B Pool that advanced on Sun-
day. The B Pool consists of Keystone, N Brandon, 
Chaires and Kendall.

The winners of Sunday’s semifinals will play July 
21 to determine the 9 and 10-year-old state baseball 
champion.

While the 9 and 10-year-old baseball team will 
continue to play in hopes of earning a state title, 
three other Baker County teams came up short in 
their pursuit of the sectional crown.

The 10 and 11-year-old baseball team also trav-
eled to Mims to play in the sectional tournament. 
The team started off strong with a 4-2 victory over 
Merritt Island, but fell to DeLand 11-4.

While the baseball teams were in Mims playing, 
Baker County’s major and senior softball teams re-
mained home to continue tournament play at Min-

ger Fields. Like the rest 
of the softball tourna-
ment, weather played a 
huge roll throughout the 
weekend’s action.

Both Baker County 
teams were supposed to 
play their two games on 
July 13, but the weather 
didn’t cooperate. 

Baker County’s major 
division game against 
Rockledge got under-
way on time, but poor weather affected it through-
out. Baker County’s team was dominant when the 
weather was dry, but unfortunately rain fell for 
much of the early portion of the game.

A heavy downpour forced a nearly three-hour de-
lay in the first inning as the crew scrambled to drain 

the field of standing wa-
ter. Once play finally re-
sumed, Baker County 
took a 1-0 lead in the sec-
ond inning on a sacrifice 
bunt by Caitlyn Cook.

The rain started falling 
again in the third inning, 
which is when Rockledge 
took the lead on one play. 
Alexandra Herbert hit a 
three-run double before 
a series of errors allowed 

her to score and give Rockledge a 4-1 edge.
The game, along with the rest of the tournament, 

was postponed shortly after that play until Sunday 
because of continuous lightning strikes within three 
miles of the field.

Baker County shutdown Rockledge when play 

resumed Sunday morning, but the damage had al-
ready been done. Baker County wasn’t able to mount 
a comeback as Rockledge pitcher Ashley Stephen-
son struck out six batters en route to the 4-1 win.

Despite the rain playing a crucial role in the game, 
Coach Robert Davis wouldn’t use it as an excuse.

“It didn’t bother us at all,” Davis said. “We played 
one inning in the rain and that’s just playing ball. 
That’s just how the bags fell.”

The girls still had a chance to win the section if 
they beat Orange City in the day’s second game. 

Unfortunately, the team’s hitting woes continued 
and Orange City’s Haley Duncan threw a no-hitter. 
She had a perfect game entering the sixth inning be-
fore Cook was able to reach base on an error.

Baker County’s defense played well again in the 
second game, but the lack of offense made them 
come up short. The team gave up just one run in the 
fifth inning, but that was all Orange City needed to 
win and advance to the state tournament.

Davis said he was happy with the team’s perfor-
mance throughout the summer.

“I am very proud of all of the girls for the hard 
work that they put into this,” Davis said. “Due to the 
runs allowed in this tournament and our defense 
doing the outstanding job we finished second in 
sectionals and tied for the ninth place in the state. 
Ninth out of 46 is not too bad.” 

While the major division’s game continued 
through two days, the senior division had to wait 
until Sunday to play both of its game.

Baker County rolled to a 24-0 victory in its first 
game against Mims. The scoring got underway with 
a three-run triple in the first inning by Madison 
Kennedy, who scored on an error on the same play. 
The team never looked back after a 13-run first in-
ning in the dominating win.

They weren’t able to keep the offensive produc-
tion up in their second game against Debary. The 
game was tied 1-1 going into the sixth inning and 
was a defensive struggle until Baker County strug-
gled defensively. Debary capitalized on six Baker 
County errors in the inning and took an 8-1 lead, 
which was the final score.

Baker County’s senior team finished second in 
the Section 3 tournament.

Next week’s edition will have the results from the 
9 and 10-year-old baseball team’s quest for a state 
championship.

Photos by Jud Johnson

Above: Baker County’s Allie Crummey pitches while d. Miller prepares to catch. Below, manager Robert davis gives his 
team a pep talk in the drizzling rain.

all-stars: 9-10 squad to state; four teams in sectionals

Thank you to the

City of Macclenny
Fire Department

Phantom 
Fireworks

Jimmy Barton
Vendors and

all who attended
the Independence Day 

Celebration and fireworks
July 4th at Memorial Park!THANK YOU!

Photo courtesy of 10-11 yeAr old bAker county All-stArs

Baker boys after 10-11 district title
The little league’s 10-11 baseball all-star team is pictured above following their recent district championship win. The 
squad went on to beat Merritt Island 4-2 in its first sectional game before falling to deland 11-4 in the following contest. 
Pictured in front from left are hayden fish, Conner Moore, danny Neri, Noah howell, Trace Kemp, Colby Watson and Scott 
Rewis. The players in back from left are Carter Kennedy, Blane Roberts, Colby Kennedy, Cody Bennett and Reagon houge.

RegisteR as a useR on 
The Baker CounTy Press website
Register at www.bakercountypress.com and you will have 
access to all content from the print edition and more.

subscRiptions
$5/month or  
$25/yeaR
payment via paypal

Contact our new  
sports editor Jon Shumake  
on Twitter @jonshumake  

or by e-mail  
at jonshu@live.com

Custom Printing
Stationery
Invoices

Business Cards
Envelopes
Invitations

The Office MarT
110 South Fifth St. • 259-3737

PreSS clASSifiedS 
ONLY

$7.00 cash/check

  deadline monday at 5:00
The Baker CounTy Press

Subscribe to  
our E - edition

www.bakercountypress.com

Send us letters
and make sure

they are SIgnEd 
with a phone number.
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COPIES
Black & white/Full color
The Office Mart

110 South Fifth St.

CROSSROADS SHOPPING CENTER - 816 S. 6th St. | Macclenny

Open 7 Days  a week 8 am - 8 pm

Prices good July 17-23, 2013

lb. lb. lb.

Fresh
PRODUCE

Sundia

FRUIT CUPS
$100

16 oz. Bag

MINI-CARROTS

$129

79¢

CUCUMBERS

5 lb. Bag Idaho

POTATOES

$269

USDA Inspected

PORK SIRLOIN CHOPS
Heavy Western Boneless Bottom

ROUND ROAST

$149
lb.

$299
lb.

Heavy Western Lean & Tender Beef

CUBE STEAK
MEGA PACK- 5 lbs or more

$299
lb.

USDA Inspected Bone-In

PORK
SIRLOIN ROAST 

99¢

5 lb. Signature Select

PARTY
WINGS 

$999

USDA Inspected Family Pack

LEAN
GROUND BEEF 

$299

32 oz. Original

BUBBA
BURGERS 

$999

USDA Inspected Fresh

CHICKEN
THIGHS 

99¢

26 oz. Banquet
Crispy Skinless or
Crispy Original

CHICKEN 
$699

Portside TILAPIA, POLLOCK
OR FLOUNDER FILLETS 2/

$400

SUMMER/FALL TRAVEL BALL

TRYOUTS
13/14 year old boys
North Florida Fury

Thursday, July 18 @ 5:30 pm
at Senior League field in

Macclenny
Call Ron Kiper 239-7867

Jon shuMAke
sports editor  

jonshu@live.com

The Baker Bullets swim team 
returned to the pool at the Bak-
er County Family YMCA July 
13 with an impressive showing 
against Winston YMCA from 
Ponte Vedra.

Poor weather prevented the 
Bullets from practicing through 
much of the week leading up to 
the meet, but it didn’t slow the 
team down. They outscored the 
Winston Waves 2,659 to 1,084 
en route to another victory.

The overall team scores were 
a reflection of how well the indi-
vidual swimmers performed in 
their events. The Bullets had 49 
swimmers competing in 145 in-
dividual events, which resulted 
in a total of 79 best times. Those 
time improvements are the most 
important thing, Coach Trevor 
Nelson said.

“When you see the kids work 
hard, that’s what makes you the 
proudest,” Nelson said. “The 
swimmers did a very good job to-
day.”

All the time improvements 
meant great showings in the in-
dividual results as Baker County 
had swimmers finish near the 
top in every event, but it included 
some extremely close finishes.

Loriann Bliss edged out a 
Winston swimmer by just two 
one-hundredths of a second to 
take first place in the girls 11-12 
50-yard backstroke. Audri Leis 
finished in third place slightly 
more than a second later. Sa-
mantha Dillard and Sarah Beth 
Murphree took first and third for 
the 9-10 girls. Seth Crawford fin-
ished in second place for the 11-
12 boys, and James Gipson came 
in third place for the 9-10 boys.

In the boys 13-14 100-yard 
individual medley (IM), Daniel 
Boehm narrowly won over his 
brother Joseph by less than a 
second in another thrilling race. 
Mitchell Crain finished in third 
in the event. Landon Prevatt fin-
ished atop the 11-12 boys, while 
Braeden Knight did the same in 

the open boys division. Keslea 
Crain, Karlee Nelson and Eliza-
beth Reagan swept the top three 
spots for the 13-14 girls, and Ash-
ley Jennings and Andrea Clark 
finished first and second in the 
open girls division.

Jack Putney finished less than 
one second behind a Winston 
swimmer in the 7-8 boys 25-yard 
butterfly. Pacey Holtom finished 
third for the Bullets. James Rich-
ardson finished at the top for the 
6 and under boys.

The 9-10 boys 50-yard butter-
fly might have been the closest 
event of the day. There was only 
a 1.2-second difference between 
first and third, which went to Ky-
ler Wilkerson and Daniel West-
inghouse, respectively. Michelle 
Dukeman finished second for 
the 11-12 girls. Dillard and Em-
ily Ossmann claimed the second 
and third spots for the 9-10 girls.

But not every race was so 
close. In the 50-yard freestyle, 
Braeden Knight finished more 
than five seconds ahead of his 
closest competition for a first-
place finish. Bliss and Leis fin-
ished second and third for the 
11-12 girls, and Prevatt and Craw-
ford did the same for the boys in 
the same age division. Dillard 
finished third for the 9-10 girls.

Andrea Clark and Ashley Jen-
nings finished in the top two 
spots in the girls 200-yard free-
style. Jennings took first place 
in the 100-yard butterfly as she 

finished ahead of Logan Todd for 
the prize.

Ethan Knight, Daniel Boehm 
and Joseph Boehm swept the 
top three spots in the 100-yard 
freestyle for the 13-14 boys, while 
Crain, Nelson and Reagan did 
the same for the 13-14 girls.

In the 25-yard freestyle, Jor-
dyn Knight finished in first for 
the 6 and under girls. Will Nick-
les and Richardson finished first 
and second for the 6 and under 
boys. Putney finished ahead of 
teammate Gabe Finley for sec-
ond and third place for the 7-8 
boys.

The Bullets had swimmers 
finish atop the 100-yard breast-
stroke in multiple divisions. 
Ethan Knight, Daniel Boehm 
and Justus Tampoc swept the 
top three positions for the 13-14 
boys. Nelson and Molly Walters 
finished in first and second for 
the 13-14 girls, while Abby Rice 
and Bethany Richards replicated 
the results in the open girls divi-
sion.

Leis, Peyton Ferry and Bliss 
finished in the top three of the 
50-yard breaststroke for the 11-
12 girls. Prevatt and Crawford 
came in second and third for the 
11-12 boys. Ossmann and Han-
nah Johnston finished in second 
and third for the 9-10 girls, and 
Westinghouse and Wilkerson 
had the same results for the 9-10 
boys.

Richardson and Nickles 

claimed the top two spots in the 
25-yard breaststroke in the boys 
6 and under division. Jordyn 
Knight finished in first for the 
6 and under girls. Putney and 
Holtom ended in first and third 
for the 7-8 boys team.

Baker County continued to 
have success in the 100-yard 
backstroke. Both the 13-14 
boys and girls swept the top 
three spots in their races. Ethan 
Knight, Joseph Boehm and Tam-
poc did it for the boys, while 
Crain, Kyrie Holmon and Todd 
did so for the girls. Braeden 
Knight finished at the top of the 
boys open division, and Clark 
and Richardson finished one-two 
for the girls.

The individual competitions 
were rounded out by the 25-yard 

backstroke. Nickles and Rich-
ardson took first and second for 
the 6 and under boys, and Jor-
dyn Knight finished first for the 
girls of the same age group. Fin-
ley claimed first place for the 7-8 
boys, while Lyndi Barrios came 
in third for the girls.

As successful as the Bullets 
were in individual events, they 
were just as competitive in relay 
events.

Baker County had teams fin-
ish in first and second in the 
mixed 100-yard freestyle relay. 
The first-place team of Ethan 
Knight, Ashley Jennings, Betha-
ny Richardson and Crain clocked 
in at less than one minute in the 
event.

The mixed 13-14 100-yard 
freestyle relay team swept the 
top three spots, while the mixed 
11-12 100-yard freestyle team fin-
ished second.

The 9-10 girls and 7-8 boys 
both claimed first place in the 
100-yard freestyle relay in their 
age groups. The 9-10 boys and 
the 7-8 girls both finished in sec-
ond. 

The Bullets will compete 
against Fernandina Beach July 
20 in the final meet before cham-
pionships. Nelson said it could be 
the most competitive meet of the 
season, and it starts at 9 am at 
the YMCA pool on West Lowder 
Street in Macclenny.

Photo by Jon shumAke

Bullets swimmers daniel Boehm (left) and Joseph Boehm at Saturday’s meet at the Baker YMCA pool.

Bullets stroke past Winston YMCA
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