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A criminal complaint for fel-
ony battery was filed against a 
Macclenny man for injuring his 
estranged girlfriend when she 
went to his residence Christ-
mas Day afternoon to pick up 
their two children.

The girlfriend, 26-year-old 
Sharonda Ellis of Macclenny, 
telephoned police after the 
3 pm confrontation and met 
Deputy Jeremiah Johnson at 
Walgreens on Lowder St.

The officer noted she had a 
mouth laceration and two bro-
ken teeth, and Ms. Ellis said 
Elmo Thompson, 32, struck 
her with a closed fist during the 
argument in his garage after he 
pushed her out through a kitch-
en door.

Ms. Ellis was treated at the 
scene by rescue personnel, and 

Joel Addington 
news editor  

reporter@bakercountypress.com

Baker County High School 
may have attained its first A-
grade from the Florida Depart-
ment of Education after jump-
ing two letter grades to its first 
B-rating last year.

But school officials aren’t 
popping the champagne just 
yet.

Though the high school, 
for the second year in a row, 
earned enough points on the 
state’s 1600-point grading for-
mula to reach the top grade, 
preliminary grades released on 
December 21 also show BCHS 
failed to test enough students 
to reach ‘A’ status.

The margin separating Bak-
er High from its first A was 1 
percentage point.

To reach that mark, state 
guidelines mandate, among 
other things, that high schools 
test at least 95 percent of stu-
dents. The participation rate at 
BCHS was 94 percent.

The high school met two oth-
er benchmarks for an A-grade: 
scoring at least 1050 points on 
the grading formula and grad-
uating enough of the district’s 
low-performing eighth graders.

Because the high school in 
Glen St. Mary came so close to 
reaching an A-grade, the dis-
trict intends to appeal the pre-
liminary ‘B’ designation. That 
will begin a review of the high 
school’s testing data, said Su-
san Voorhees, the school dis-
trict’s accountability director.

She said the district will ex-
amine the state’s records to en-
sure there are no discrepancies 
with the information originally 
submitted by the district.

“We want to be sure the data 
is correct,” said Ms. Voorhees.

Should the state’s B-grade 
hold up to scrutiny, getting 
more students tested could 
be the final hurdle to the high 
school achieving the top letter 
grade.

Ms. Voorhees said school of-
ficials already push students to 
take makeup exams when they 
miss the initial tests, but emer-
gencies or illnesses cannot be 
prevented. Still, she’s confident 
the high school can reach the 
95 percent testing threshold.

If the appeal leads the high 
school to its first A-grade, 
she said it would be a marvel-
ous gift and certainly one the 
school’s students and faculty 
deserve.

“They’ve had the points 
for an ‘A’ for two years now, 
so they’re doing a great job of 
bringing students up,” said Ms. 
Voorhees. “We’re committed to 
pursuing this [appeal].”
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Visit our website and vote each week in our online poll.

online Poll results
Should the Jags 

pursue Tim Tebow in 
the off-season?

22%    No
78%    Yes
0%    Undecided

Drunk 
patron at
Mac’s decks
owner as
he’s thrown
out of bar

See Page 4
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Might the
high school
be close to
‘A’ grade?

Breaks leg
when he’s
tackled by
a deputy

see page 2

Holiday accident on I-10 boosts fatalities to 6
The sole occupant of this 2008 Toyota RAV 4 died at the scene when the eastbound vehicle veered off the outside lane of Interstate 10 just west of the 
rest area and struck a large tree the afternoon of December 29. The death of Charlotte C. Wingate, 55, of Monticello, FL boosted Baker County’s 2012 
road fatality count to six, the lowest in years and less than half of those recorded the previous year. There was initial speculation that Ms. Wingate 
may have had a medical episode that caused her vehicle to leave the road and travel eastbound in the drainage swale just south of the shoulder. The 
accident occurred on an interstate crowded at 1 ‘clock that afternoon with holiday travelers. Pictured in photo are Florida Highway Patrol investiga-
tors K.M. Boatright and Cpl. Sonny Ryals.
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Twenty-twelve proved to be 
a better year for some than oth-
ers, but a handful of people out 
and about on New Year’s Eve 
all had high hopes for 2013.

Some were Baker Coun-
ty residents only a few years, 
while others only a few months. 
One was just passing through  
and another was visiting family 
for the holidays.

Here’s a look at their reflec-
tions on the previous year and 
their outlook for the coming 
one, including a few New Year’s 
resolutions.

Jon Stout of Detroit stopped 
by the Starbucks on SR 228 en 
route to Tampa for the Outback 
Bowl where the South Carolina 

Gamecocks faced the Michigan 
Wolverines on New Year’s day.

The South Carolina fan said 
his year was “OK  — nothing 
life-altering or nothing.” Mr. 
Stout hopes 2013 
will be a “fruitful” 
year and pledged 
“to lose my spare 
tire.”

“Every year 
that’s my New 
Year’s resolution, 
but I’m deter-
mined this year,” 
Mr. Stout said.

Another out-
of-towner from 
Clarksville, SC, 
Micaela Bell, was 
in Macclenny vis-
iting her grandmother and oth-
er family.

On New Year’s Eve, the col-

lege softball catcher was busy 
working out at the City Park on 
West Boulevard.

She described 2012 as “ex-
citing” because it was the year 

she became a 
freshman at Lip-
scomb Univer-
sity, a Christian 
school in Nash-
ville, TN.

Ms. Bell is 
hoping to excel 
in her academic 
and softball ca-
reers at the uni-
versity this year.

S h e  s a i d 
“ s t a y i n g  i n 
shape, for sure, 
and making sure 

I keep my family and God first” 
were her New Year’s resolu-
tions.

For Bonnie Campbell of 
Glen St. Mary, who is begin-
ning her thirteenth year in Bak-
er County, 2012 was a mixed 
bag.

She said the year was “politi-
cally disappointing” but other-
wise “blessed.”

Ms. Campbell is looking 
forward to “better economic 
opportunities and continued 
blessings” in the coming year.

Rick Colbert, who was visit-
ing the City Park on New Year’s 
Eve with his daughter and wife, 
had a rocky 2012.

The Hollywood, FL native 
and Macclenny resident for the 
last 12 years said he’s resolved 
to finishing his AS degree in 
supply chain management at 
Florida State College at Jack-
sonville this year.

Bonnie Campbell Micaela Bell Rick ColbertJon Stout Micheal Clifton

Their hopes high for coming year

see page 2

Every year 
that’s my New 
Year’s resolution, 
but I’m determined 
this year.

–Jon Stout on losing his ‘spare tire.’

Girlfriend
slugged on
Christmas

A 17-year-old boy was taken 
to Shands Jacksonville with 
a broken left leg he likely re-
ceived when he was tackled by 
a county deputy as he fled on 
foot behind the Old Jail on Mc-
Iver St. in Macclenny.

The boy, who has a Mel-
bourne, FL address and was in 
Baker County visiting family 
for Christmas, ran from Depu-
ty Daryl Mobley about 1:20 am 
on December 28 after police re-
ceived a call that he was walk-
ing backwards in the south-
bound lane of   South 6th St.

The officer said the suspect 
ignored several commands to 
stop when he took off running 
in the direction of Michigan 
Ave. and around on South 5th 
St. to the Taber Library on Mc-
Iver.

Deputy Mobley and Sgt. 
James Marker had difficulty 
handcuffing the youth, and said 
he began screaming in pain 
when they attempted to search 
his pants pockets.

They summoned a rescue 
team and he was transported 
to Shands. The boy said he ran 
because he was “scared of the 

see page 4

wildcats 
second in
tourney

See page 12

ladies win
regional
competition

See page 7

http://www.bakercountypress.com
mailto:bcpress%40nefcom.net?subject=E-edition%20response
http://www.bakercountypress.com
http://www.bakercountypress.com


letters to the editor 
Letters are welcome, but must contain the signature of the writer, a telephone number and city of residence. 
Letters must reflect opinions and statements on issues of current interest to the general public. 
The newspaper reserves the right to reject any material which in the newspaper’s judgement does not meet standards of publication.

ContACt us 
By phone at 904.259.2400 or by fax at 904.259.6502. You can stop by our office located at 104 S. Fifth Street, 
Macclenny, FL or mail your submission to PO Box 598, Macclenny, FL 32063. 
We are available online at www.bakercountypress.com
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As we near the end of 2012 I have the flu.
No surprise — it’s been that kind of year. 
I can’t say I’ll be terribly unhappy that 

2012 is done and through. It has been an odd 
year to say the least. Here are some things 
that I won’t miss.

√ The presidential cam-
paign. It actually started the 
day after Barack Obama was 
elected in 2008 but it really 
kicked into high gear this year 
and dominated the news all 
the way up to the November 
election and beyond, thanks 
again to Florida.

It was nasty as all get out and everybody 
wanted change of some sort or another.

If you believed the commercials all the 
candidates on both sides were liberal/radi-
cal socialists/ultra right wingers who wanted 
to raise taxes while at the same time turning 
their backs on our senior citizens, soldiers, 
gun owners, teachers, Medicare  and Social 
Security recipients.

In the process both sides desperately 
preached “real change” as opposed to your 
run of the mill “changy change.” They spent 
in the neighborhood of 3 billion dollars and 
got – absolutely nothing. From the looks of 
this fiscal cliff debacle all they got for their bil-
lions is more of the same.

It’s a strange thing. In a circus, clowns 
make you laugh. The clowns on Capital Hill 
make you want to cry.

√ Someone posted a fun map on Facebook 
showing in what part of the country most 
of the TV shows are supposed to be located. 
Guess what? We are located geographically 
between Honey Boo, the zombies from The 

Walking Dead and serial killer Dexter. As 
Gomer Pyle would say, “Surprise, surprise.”

We at BCHS are happy that our school re-
ceived a B grade, but as I watch television I 
wonder how it happened? So many shows 
suck IQ points out of you. If you were to 

watch a steady diet of the 
aforementioned Honey Boo, 
Duck Dynasty, Swamp Peo-
ple, Moonshine Wars, Buck 
Wild and Jersey Shore you 
would be a drooling idiot 
who sat in the corner fist 
pumping and saying “happy, 

happy, happy.”
√ On a “happy, happy, happier” note, 

MTV has cancelled Jersey Shore after six fist-
pumping seasons. However, don’t think that 
civilization is finally righting itself. Seizing the 
chance to put an even stupider show on the 
air, the Oxygen channel crafted All My Ba-
bies’ Mamas. Rapper Shawty Lo has brought 
together all 10 of his former girlfriends and 
their 11 children and is putting them all to-
gether in one big house in Atlanta. Somehow, 
I don’t think this will be an episode of Master-
piece Theatre.

√ After the horrific shooting at Sandy 
Hook Elementary School, you’d think Ameri-
cans would be thoughtful and take a step back 
from assault rifles. Nope. More assault rifles 
were bought in the three days following the 
shooting than in the three previous years 
combined.

√ In sports news, the National Hockey 
League cancelled its entire season due to la-
bor problems. They were shocked to learn 
that no one south of Pennsylvania knew they 
weren’t playing.

√ The Jaguars under the leadership of new 
owner Shad Khan launched their season long 
ad campaign “We’re All In.” What we failed to 
realize at the start of the season was that what 
they were all in was a clown car.

√ Before the start of the season NFL fans 
were shocked to discover that players on the 
New Orleans Saints were paid a bounty to 
deliver big, potentially injuring hits on oppo-
nents. Jaguar defenders expressed shock and 
amazement at Bounty Gate. “You mean we’re 
paid to hit somebody?” one defender com-
mented.

√ After an 11-year search the government 
finally located and killed Osama Bin Ladin. It 
happened at just the right time, allowing Hol-
lywood to put together a movie Zero Dark 
Thirty in time for the Oscars. With Bin Ladin 
gone, the nation searched desperately for a 
new villain.

Thankfully Gov. Mitt Romney gave us one 
during the first debate — Big Bird. I always 
suspected that he and Oscar the Grouch were 
up to something shady. After all, we never get 
to see what Oscar is hiding in that trash can.

√ As New Year’s Eve approaches, Congress 
still has not reached a deal on the so-called 
fiscal cliff. They did, however, express anger 
rarely seen on Capitol Hill when they learned 
they would have to work over the weekend.

“This is shocking,” said one congressman. 
“Doesn’t the president realize that we’re go-
ing to miss the New Era Pinstripe Bowl?”

√ I realize the Mayan Apocalypse actually 
happened. It didn’t happen on December 21 
like the Mayan calendar predicted. 

It’s been going on all year.
 

My Side of
the Matter

ROBERT GERARD

Merry Christmas
Christmas

and a Happy New Year,
from our family to yours

Woodlawn Kennels
Quality Professional Care

GROOMING   259-4757 BOARDING

Private • Spacious • Indoor/Outdoor Runs
Complete Bath, De-flea & Groom  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $20-$25
Bath, De-flea & Nails Clip  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $10-$15
Boarding (per actual day) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $5-$10

As we looked ahead to the New Year, 
we wanted to hear from readers about 
their plans for 2013. Here’s a look at the 
New Year’s resolutions (and anti-reso-
lutions) sent to us via Facebook on New 
Year’s Eve:

Karen Taylor: My New Year’s reso-
lution for 2013 is three simple words: 
LIVE, LAUGH, LUV.

StacyandDanny Mathis: New 
Year’s Day: Now is the accepted time 
to make your regular annual good 
resolutions. Next week you can be-
gin paving hell with them as usual. 
— Mark Twain.

Charmaine McWonderful: To con-
tinue to grow as a person. Living a 
more Godly lifestyle. Keep educating 
my children to become productive 
adults and pray harder for the world 
we live in. 

Robert Thompson: I’m perfect in 
every conceivable way. There is no 
resolution worthy enough for me to 
make.

Lynne Bolen: Made one a while 

back ... Not to make New Year’s reso-
lutions, it’s worked so far.

Clayton Yarbrough: Not to make a 
New Year’s resolution so I’m not dis-
appointed when I don’t keep it be-
cause I won’t keep it.”

Charles Jackson Parker Presnell:  
Try to stop speeding and littering in 
Baker County. Speed kills and litter 
looks so bad.

Deborah Claire Gallups Manucy: 
No more soda!

Dennie Dee Ledford: Learn guitar, 
read more without falling asleep, 
learn the Russian alphabet, graduate 
from college on time, basically live 
every second and laugh every day.

Faye Combs: Try very hard not to 
fall down again!

Greg Sheppard: Drop some 
weight, play with my tractors more, 
more camping/kayaking with wife, 
learn to play banjo and do some com-
munity service for the county.

Charlotte Knowles Woodward: 
My New Year’s resolution is to not 

Facebook fans
‘What you had to say ...’

letters to the editor

have a New Year’s resolution ... I am 
curious to see if l can keep that one! 
Every one I’ve ever had I’ve broken ... 
Maybe this one will be different.

Pam Clark: No resolutions. Only a 
promise to try to be kinder and more 
considerate of God’s children.

Bill Honeycutt: Stop smoking, 
6-pack abs.

Buck Wright: Not to make anymore 
New Year’s resolutions that I know I’ll 
never keep anyway.

 Then we asked early this week, after 
prompting from Aaron Scott, what are the 
best kept secrets in Baker County, i.e. the 
best off-the-beaten path places to visit, 
best restaurants, activities and the like? 

Melanie Dyal Watson: One of my 
favorite shops is The Ivy Cottage. The 
shop has so many hidden treasures 
and the owner, Mrs. Kathleen Kopke 
Arnold is one of the most precious 
people you will ever meet.

Tracey Mayhall: Baker Grill is a 
great restaurant! Awesome food, 
great service and owned by great peo-
ple like Sissy Bennett. 

Laura Stafford-Jacobs: Really 
like the sandwich shop connected to 
Moody’s gas station. 

Penny Collins: A new little restau-
rant called The Bistro. It’s simply di-
vine!

Daniel Dugger: Olustee Battlefield; 
the family and I visit every year! Just 
needs a little more TLC and it could be 
even better.

Heather Williams Roll: Ronnie’s in 
Glenn and the Dreamette.

Michelle Gooden: Calendar’s.

Karen Allison Hughes: The Village 
Store is my favorite place to eat. The 
food is great and the owner Lin does 
her best to make sure everyone is sat-
isfied with their meal. There is also a 
little shop in one of the rooms with a 
variety of items to choose from with 
very reasonable prices.

Cecil Crews: Fat Jack’s is fair, price 
and food wise.

Ethan H. Klenk: Dinkin’s Jewelry 
beside Jiffy Lube can do some amaz-
ing stuff with jewelry. A very benefi-
cial place to know about.

Join us Facebook.com by searching for 
The Baker County Press. We post reader 
questions, breaking news updates and 
links to content on www.bakercounty-
press.com.

Dear Editor:
Here’s a few thoughts for re-

forming gun laws:
• Make all guns smaller than 

.50 caliber illegal (there have 
been no incidents of crime in-
volving any .50 caliber gun).

• When Florida became a 
“concealed-carry state” violent 
crime went down 28%. When 
Australia banned guns, violent 
crime increased 40%.

• Chicago has the most nu-
merous and toughest gun con-
trol laws in the U.S. They sur-
passed 500 killings in 2012 last 
week.

Wow.
To sue a manufacturer for 

illegal use of a legal product 
makes no sense, and does noth-
ing to curtail violence.

Our children in their for-
mative years watch hours and 
hours of violent video — the 
more blood and gore the bet-
ter they like it. Small wonder 
they grow up and commit acts 
of violence.

Earl Frazer
Sanderson

Dear Editor:
 It was my nephew’s fifth 

birthday on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 18 and we were celebrat-
ing at Sam’s Crystal River. The 
waitresses sang Happy Birth-
day to him and a lady came 
around the corner to also wish 
him a Happy Birthday. We 
were in line behind her to pay 
for our meal and she turned 
around and gave my nephew 
$4 and some change.

I don’t know if the lady is 
from around here nor do I 
know her name, but in case she 
reads this, I want her to know 
we really appreciate her kind-
ness and generosity. We need 
more people like her in the 
world.

May she receive many bless-
ings. Thank you, again.

Tammie Lovingood
Macclenny

Dear Editor:
Baker County faces its own ‘fiscal cliff,” to borrow a scary phrase 

from the national scene. We have been spending more than we have 
been taking in for about four years now.

Four years ago we had around $12 million in the county savings 
account, and now that number is around $3.5 million. Although our 
county leaders will tell you they have been cutting spending, they have 
taken around $1.5 million a year out of savings to balance the budget. 
It is easy to see that something has to be done. This trend cannot con-
tinue. 

As a concerned citizen and taxpayer in Baker County. I attend a lot 
of the county commission meetings. At the last one, there was a mo-
tion to do away with the $150 a month stipend check that each com-
missioner receives.

Although the motion failed with a 3 to 2 vote, I think everyone 
missed the point that Commissioner Croft was trying to make. It was 
not about the $150 check —  it was about leading by example. It’s hard 
to ask someone to make a cut or tighten their own spending if you’re 
not willing to do it yourself. 

I also read with interest the letters to the editor in the edition of 
December 20. I agree with the writers that health insurance should 
not be provided for part-time commissioners. We need to save money 
everywhere we can.

Although I cannot remember Commissioner Gordon Crews mak-
ing a motion to do away with the health insurance, or asking Commis-
sioner Croft to amend his motion, I would encourage it. And I’m sure 
others would encourage Commissioner Crews to make that motion 
and have it voted on.

Danny Norton
Macclenny

Our ‘fiscal cliff’ is
just around corner

Thoughts
on gun law
reforming

A real act
of kindness

2012: no sorrow at your passing

ushering ‘at-risk’ students to 
graduation

The high school made great 
strides last year in graduating 
“at-risk” students who under-
performed on both the read-
ing and math FCAT tests in the 
eighth grade, which also helped 
spur BCHS to what could be its 
first ‘A.’

Two years ago, Baker High 
eventually graduated 42 percent 
of its at-risk students. Then last 
year, the share rose to 60 per-
cent.

To be named an A-school, the 
at-risk graduation rate must be 
at least 65 percent or the school 
must increase the rate by at least 
5 percent if the previous year’s 
rate was below 55 percent.

BCHS met the latter standard, 
improving by 18 percent.

The high school also secured 
1068 points on the grading for-
mula’s 1600-point scale, well 
above the 1050-point threshold 
for an A-rating.

This year, half of the formula 
measured student performance 
on standardized FCAT tests. 
Graduation rates, college en-
trance exam results and acceler-
ated class participation and per-
formance constituted the other 
half of the formula.

“I’m very appreciative to have 
earned the points for an ‘A’ two 
years in a row and I’m very proud 
of our students and faculty,” said 
BCHS Principal Tom Hill.

But, the principal said, the 
high school faces considerable 
challenges in the coming year 
with student performance on 
biology and geometry end-of-
course assessments, adminis-
tered for the first time this year, 
becoming part of the school 
grading formula for 2013.

He said that change as well as 
the graduation benchmarks will 
be the toughest hurdles to clear 
in keeping or finally reaching the 
top grade, whatever the case may 
be.

Funding tied to performance

While the state’s grades can 
help guide parents to the top 
performing schools, they also 
offer the promise of extra fund-
ing known as “school recognition 
dollars” for schools that excel.

The money is reserved for 
schools that attain ‘A’ grades, 
improve their grade or maintain 
their grade after improving two 

or more letter grades the previ-
ous year, states the Florida De-
partment of Education press 
release that accompanied the 
preliminary high school grades.

The Florida Legislature allo-
cated more than $135 million for 
the 2012-13 program, according 
to the release.

Last year the high school 
jumped two spots from a D-
school to a B-school, which net-
ted teachers about $900 each, 
Mr. Hill said.

And even though the school 
maintained its B-status this year, 
he said he doesn’t anticipate re-
ceiving the additional funding 
because BCHS did not reach the 
top level. Ms. Voorhees was also 
unsure whether the school would 
be eligible for the money.

Once the appeals process con-
cludes, the state will determine 
the school recognition alloca-
tions, the release also shows.

other schools

The number of A-rated 
schools in Florida jumped this 
year by 16 percent and now ac-
count for 47 percent of all regu-
lar high schools in the state, the 
preliminary grades show. Also, 
82 percent of all regular schools 
were judged ‘A’ or ‘B’ schools.

“This year’s results reflect 
both higher standards and tem-
porary safeguards the State 
Board of Education approved to 
help smooth the transition,” said 
Florida’s Commissioner of Edu-
cation Pam Stewart, referencing 
a one-year lowering of the score 
deemed proficient on the FCAT 
Writing test after most students 
failed to reach the original profi-
ciency score.

“As we continue toward im-
plementing Common Core Stan-
dards and assessments, we will 
continue to raise the bar as we 
prepare our students for success 
beyond high school,” she said in 
the prepared statement.

Though a level 3 score on 
the FCAT writing test was con-
sidered proficient this year, the 
threshold will rise to a 3.5 next 
year. The writing tests are scored 
on a 1-6 scale by two judges, so 
students will have to earn a ‘4’ 
or higher from at least one of the 
judges to pass.

The state has been assigning 
schools grades since 1999 and 
tinkering with grading formulas 
ever since.

For 2011-12, the middle school 

maintained its A-rating for the 
sixth consecutive year and Keller 
Intermediate received a ‘C,’ shed-
ding its D-grade from the previ-
ous year.

The school district overall, 
which had been a B-district since 
2008, was downgraded to a C-
district this year, though the high 
school grade appeal could change 
the district’s grade.

On the 600-point district 
grading formula, Baker County 
received 492 points and narrowly 
missed the B-grade range, which 
is 495-to-524 points.

The formula consists of the 
percentages of students who pass 
the FCAT reading, writing, sci-
ence and math assessments dis-
trict-wide  and the share of low-
performing students who make 
improvements from the previous 
year. 

From page 1

District to appeal grade
Mr. Thompson had left his South 5th St. address when deputies arrived 
to question him.

A witness, Thomas Thompson, 29, told Deputy Johnson that Ms. El-
lis slapped the accused in the face before she was struck.

Deputy Johnson upgraded the complaint to felony domestic battery 
because of the severity of Ms. Ellis’ facial injury.

In another domestic battery case, a brief canine search the evening 
of December 29 failed to locate Sean Johnson, 35, accused of attack-
ing his girlfriend Teresa Anderson, 57, and her 24-year-old daughter 
Mandie James.

The incident took place at Mr. Johnson’s residence on Lilla Harvey 
Rd. near Sanderson.

Ms. James told Deputy Brandon Kiser the accused shoved her and 
threw her to the floor during an argument about 6:40 pm over $50.

When she threatened to call police, Ms. James said she was pushed 
against a wall and held by the neck and chest.

Mr. Johnson also allegedly threw Ms. Anderson onto a bed and 
struck her on the leg.

• Criminal complaints for simple assault were filed the afternoon of 
December 30 against Joe McIntosh, 52, and Jason McIntosh, 36, for 
verbally threatening Kenny Norman, 47, after going to his property on 
Ben Rowe Circle.

Deputy Kiser said the parties had been feuding over an undisclosed 
matter, and the younger McIntosh is a neighbor.

• A complaint for domestic battery was filed on Christmas Eve 
against Brandon Johnson, 31, of Sanderson for striking his sister, 17, 
during a melee at Mr. Johnson’s residence on Hilltop Rd.

Deputy Chad Montean also filed complaints for domestic battery 
against the sister and for battery against her boyfriend, 17, for striking 
Mr. Johnson during an argument that began when he accused the boy-
friend of taking a toy.

Mr. Colbert said 2012 was 
“rough” due to a car accident and 
financial struggles, and in the 
new year, he also wants to move 
his family into a larger house.

Micheal Clifton of Macclenny 
was at the park with his daugh-
ter, too, that evening. He moved 
here from Michigan six months 
ago for a fresh start.

“We moved to try to do a lit-
tle better,” said Mr. Clifton. “We 
moved south to get away from 
the north cold.”

He hopes to stay healthy in 
2013 and spend more time with 
his 7-year-old daughter.

“I want to have fun with her 
and let her run and have fun a 
lot,” he said. “She likes to have 
fun.”

From page 1

From page 1

Hopes
high for
next year

Slugs girlfriend...

A longtime investigator with 
the public defender’s Baker 
County office died in a one-vehi-
cle accident in Lake Butler the af-
ternoon of December 27.

Mack Short, 57, was the sole 
occupant of a 1994 Toyota pick-
up truck that went out of control 
on the entrance ramp to SR 100 
from SR 121, not far from his res-
idence north of Lake Butler.

He was en route to a retire-
ment party for an ex-public de-
fender in the Starke and Lake 
Butler offices of the Eighth Cir-
cuit.

Trooper K.M. Boatright Jr. of 
the Florida Highway Patrol said 
Mr. Short’s vehicle left the pave-
ment then slid sideways before 
flipping as he attempted to re-
gain control. He was not wearing 
a seat belt and was ejected in the 
crash just before 5 pm.

“We’re all just shocked and 
stunned,” said Julie Johnson, an 
assistant PD in the Baker Coun-
ty office behind the courthouse. 
“We’re totally at a loss; we’d all 
just been together and we wished 
him a Merry Christmas.”

Mr. Short had a 25-year ca-
reer as an investigator, and also 
worked for both the Starke police 
department and Department of 
Corrections.

A memorial service was held 
Monday in Lake Butler. Mr. 
Short is survived by two daugh-
ters and two grandchildren.

Crash kills
longtime
investigator
for the PD

Community Calendar
Let people know what’s going on- post your special event online 

www.bakercountypress.com

Check it out...
bakercountypress.com

Advertising deAdline
Monday at 5:00 pm

Got comments, complaints, suggestions, story ideas... 
If  you have any information you think we need to know, 

send it to: editor@bakercountypress.com

Check it out...
bakercountypress.com
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Serving
Baker County
for over 33 years

specializing in...

Real Estate
 Family Law
  Personal Injury
Hugh D. Fish, Jr. J.D.

34 S. Fifth Street • Macclenny

259-6606
hughfish@setel.net

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertise-
ments. Before you decide, ask us to send you free written information about our qualifications 
and experience.

• Delivery/Keep Full Service
• Gas Logs & Installation
• New Construction Piping
• Gas Generators
• Gas Water Heaters
• Fork Lift Cylinder

GUARANTEED
LOWEST
GAS PRICE!

259-2602
Locally owned & operated!

CALL FOR SPECIALS ON 
FIRE LOGS & HEATERS!

• New Construction Piping

• Gas Water Heaters
• Fork Lift Cylinder

NO TANK 
RENTAL FEES!

From
 your friends at Oldcastle w
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2 2 Free Tanning Sessions

3 $3 Off monthly dues

The Solution to Your
Resolution is as Easy as 

1...2...3...

Call today to take advantage of this 
great o� er for the New Year!

788 S. 6th St. | Macclenny | 904-397-0370 | Sta� ed: M-F 9-9, Sat. 9-1

1 1 Free Month

Dr. Nancy E. Davie
Licensed Mental Health Counselor

259-1758  ––  117 S. Fifth St.
Marital - Stress - Depression - Anxiety
Trauma - ADHD - Eating Disorders
Addiction - Behavioral - Relationships

First Baptist Church
of Macclenny

“It Feels Like Home”
372 S. Sixth Street at W. Minnesota Ave.

Directions from I-10: Take Exit 335 N. Go 1.3 miles
North on Hwy. 121 - See steeple on left

Broadcast Live on WJXR 92.1 FM each Sunday Morning @ 11:00 am

Sunday ServiceS
Sunday School 9:30 am
Worship 10:45 am
 & 6:00 pm

WedneSday ServiceS
Prayer & Bible Study 6:00 pm
Awana for Children 6:00 pm
Youth Group 6:00 pm

Dr. Edsel M. Bone
Senior Pastor

A bar patron was jailed early on December 29 for disorderly intoxi-
cation and slugging the bar owner during an attempt to eject him from 
the premises.

Deputy Robert Simpkins said he was called to Mac’s Liquors in 
downtown Macclenny about 1:20 and saw Jaleel Ruise, 33, of Mac-
clenny get back on his feet and attempt another run at a side entrance.

Manager Tommy Cooler told the deputy Mr. Ruise was thrown out 
of the bar for creating a disturbance, and attempted to re-enter. A con-
frontation ensued and he allegedly struck bar owner Joyce Truluck, 67, 
of O’Brien, FL while attempting to punch Mr. Cooler.

Deputy Simpkins took Mr. Ruise to Fraser Hospital before booking 
because of his extreme intoxicated state, and there spoke with Ms. Tru-
luck, who was treated for a laceration near her left eye.

He faces an additional count of battery for that.
In another case involving intoxication, King Ruise III, 23, of Marga-

retta was arrested early on December 27 for drunk driving.
Deputy Daryl Mobley said he clocked Mr. Ruise’s 2001 Chevrolet 

sedan at 68 mph in a 30 zone as it left Macclenny westbound on US 90 
about 2:20 am.

He stopped the vehicle in east Glen St. Mary and said Mr. Ruise 
failed field sobriety testing. Once at county jail, his blood alcohol con-
tent measured .143.

In Florida, .08 is sufficient for a drunk driving charge.
He was also ticketed for speeding, having no proof of insurance and 

not wearing a seat belt.
• Jimmy Lauramore Jr., 33, of Glen passed field sobriety testing af-

ter he was involved in an accident on West Lowder in his 2003 Toyota 
SUV the evening of December 28.

Deputy Jeremiah Johnson arrested Mr. Lauramore when he learned 
he was driving on a revoked license. The officer noted open containers 
of alcohol were in the vehicle but none of the several passengers laid 
claim to them.

One passenger, 36-year-old Joy Tatum, was treated by rescue per-
sonnel at the scene for a head laceration.

Mr. Lauramore was ticketed for careless driving.
• Daniel Booth, 29, of Glen was arrested for driving on a license with 

three prior suspensions after Deputy Mobley stopped his 1995 Chev-
rolet pickup on CR 125 south for drifting out of the southbound travel 
lane.

The deputy said he spotted the vehicle about 3:30 am on December 
24. He ticketed Mr. Booth for failure to maintain a single lane and not 
wearing a seat belt.

An estimated $1000 damage 
was done to the bathroom at a 
south Macclenny church some-
time during a three-day period 
last week.

Allen Yonn of Macclenny, 
a member of the Cornerstone 
Methodist Church at South 7th 
St. and Boulevard, called police 
the afternoon of December 26 
when he discovered a large hole 
in the bathroom wall.

A sink had been moved and 
water was running over the floor.

Church secretary Mae White 
inventoried the scene and told 
Deputy Rodney Driggers a wood-

en chest was missing along with 
about $40 in cash stowed in it. 
Two doors had apparently been 
pried open sometime after the 
evening of December 23.

In other recent burglaries and 
vandalism, Kevin Hilliard report-
ed two weeder machines valued 
at $639 were taken from a shed 
near his residence on Woodlawn 
Rd.

He discovered the theft on 
December 28 and told Deputy 
Robert Simpkins he last saw the 
equipment about a week earlier. 
There was no sign of forced en-
try.

• Tonya Whitley called po-
lice when she went outside her 
residence on Rogers Trail near 
Macclenny in the early morning 
hours of December 30 to find her 
2003 Isuzu SUV had been stolen.

She told Deputy Chad Mon-
tean she last saw the vehicle in 
her driveway the previous eve-
ning about 8:15, and theorized 
that someone used a key stored 
in a nearby vehicle to start it and 
drive it off.

• A 1999 Chevrolet sedan be-
longing to David Arnett of Sand-
erson was entered while he was 
visiting his family for Christmas 

on Water Oak Lane near Glen St. 
Mary.

Mr. Arnett told Deputy Robert 
Aberly a wallet and contents, four 
CDs and an iPod were taken.

• A suspect named by Tyler 
Fogarty denied involvement in 
the slashing of a tire on his 1998 
Ford pickup while it was parked 
outside the Country Club Lounge 
in south Macclenny about 11 pm 
on December 28.

The victim told Deputy Jer-
emiah Johnson he was tipped off 
via a text message while inside 
the lounge.

A video surveillance camera 
captured the image of a white fe-
male walking off with a purse and 
contents that had been acciden-
tally left on a jewelry counter at 
Walmart in Macclenny on Christ-
mas Eve afternoon.

Ashley Harrison told Deputy 
Jeremiah Johnson she walked 
away from the counter leaving 
the $100 wallet, identification 
and debit cards behind.

The video shows the suspect, 
with long dark hair and dressed 
in blue jeans and a grey jacket, 

pick it up and walk away.
On December 29, the dep-

uty said he was summoned to 
Walmart after the wallet was 
found in a store office with every-
thing still inside, except for $5 
cash.

Also at Walmart on Christmas 
week, a St. George, GA woman 
was arrested for attempting to 
leave the store the afternoon of 
December 28 with $79 worth of 
merchandise.

A store security worker told 
Deputy Johnny Hodges he ob-

served Kathy Harding, 43, place 
the items in her purse about 3 
pm.

• A 31-year-old Glen St. Mary 
woman went to county jail the 
day after Christmas when she 
learned that her Vystar account 
had $215 in unauthorized charg-
es on it.

All were made via her debit 
card number, and she affirmed to 
Deputy Rodney Driggers she had 
the card in her possession during 
the times the transactions were 
posted.

Photo by Joel Addington

Fireworks retailers lure 
in revelers at 228 exit
The parking lot at Phantom Fireworks at the 228/I-10 interchange in Macclenny 
was doing a brisk business late in the afternoon on New Year’s Eve as revelers 
from Baker and neighboring counties loaded up pyrotechnics to ring in the New 
Year. Meanwhile, across the highway, at the former Phantom Fireworks lease 
space, another retailer used large signs touting discounted prices and people 
waving at passersby to draw in New Year business. Phantom manager Corey 
Crews said the last day of 2012 was going well in terms of sales, but not as well 
as the days prior to the store’s biggest day of the year, July 4.

Church entered, vandalized

Purse stealing on video

Drunk bar patron
attacks owner as
he’s being bounced

Tackle by deputy breaks leg

In October 2012, Katie Lynn Rhoden 
graduated from Ashford University with a 
Bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education. 
She graduated Magna Cum Laude with a 
3.82 GPA. Katie has been a paraprofes-
sional at Westside Elementary for the last 13 
years and she has just been recently hired 
as the school’s new Title One teacher. She 
has worked so hard over the last four years 
working full time, going to school, doing after 
school tutoring, helping members of the community in need and 
taking care of our family. We want her to know that we are very 
proud of all her accomplishments and we love her very much.
Love, Elton, Blake, Taylor, Granny Esther, Granny Clo & all the family

cops.”
His father told Sgt. Marker his 

son “has a problem with any au-
thority.” The boy was named in a 
criminal complaint for prowling 
and resisting police without vio-
lence.

In a second, unrelated case 
where a suspect was admitted to 
a hospital for treatment, a Starke 
woman told deputies she had no 
idea how she got to a residence 
on SR 121 south of Macclenny 
early Christmas morning, nor the 
circumstances surrounding an 
accident she had on the property.

Deputy Brandon Kiser re-
sponded to a suspicious person 
call at the address about 7 am 
and located Tricia O’Quinn, 20, 
who appeared disoriented and 
was bleeding from a head lacera-
tion.

When officers approached the 
nearby house, they found that 
the front door glass had been 
smashed by a brick and the door 
was ajar.

They identified the residence 

as belonging to Robert Jackson 
via mail on a table, but found no 
one inside.

They then learned that an 
abandoned Ford Ranger had 
wrecked at a nearby tree line ear-
lier that morning, and an FHP 
trooper had it towed from the 
area.

The truck, it turned out, had 
been driven to the area by Ms. 
O’Quinn, who recalled only that 
she had been drinking the night 
before in Starke at a friend’s resi-
dence.

Her injuries apparently 
stemmed from the accident, and 
she was admitted later that day 
to Shands Gainesville.

Mr. Jackson was also located 
and told Deputy Kiser he would 
not pursue a criminal mischief 
charge if Ms. O’Quinn paid to re-
pair the door.

• Criminal complaints were 
filed on December   30 against 
a 37-year-old Macclenny man 
for battery on Carl Dillard, 21, 
who allegedly gave alcohol to the 
man’s daughter, 17.

The man told Deputy Tony 
Norman he was tipped off by an 
ex-girlfriend after she learned 
that the daughter and the girl-
friend’s daughter, 12, snuck out 
of a residence on George Hodges 
Rd. the night of December 26.

They went to a party at the 
nearby address of Mr. Dillard.

The father told Deputy Nor-
man that on December 30 he 
confronted Mr. Dillard at the res-
idence and shoved him during a 
verbal confrontation.

The complaint against him is 
for battery; the one against Mr. 
Dillard is for contributing to the 
delinquency of minors.

From page 1

Joel Addington 
news editor  

reporter@bakercountypress.com

Baker County’s jobless rate stood largely 
unchanged in November, according to the 
latest figures from the Florida Department 
of Economic Opportunity.

The unemployment rate rose one-tenth 
of a percent — from 6.8 to 6.9 percent — be-
tween October and November of this year, 
but Baker County saw  the largest drop in 
joblessness in the region during 2012.

That prompted Governor Rick Scott’s of-
fice to highlight Baker County in a recent 
press release touting job gains in Northeast 
Florida and reportedly some 200,000 pri-
vate sector jobs since 2010 across the state.

“In communities all throughout Florida, 
families are finding new job opportunities 
...” the governor said in a statement. “I’m 
committed to growing more jobs for Florida 
families, and while our work isn’t finished, 
we’ll continue working to make Florida the 
best place in the world to find a job and raise 
a family.”

Florida as a whole experienced a drop in 
unemployment in November, from 8.2 per-
cent to 7.9 percent, which is 2 percent below 
the November, 2011 state jobless rate.

Unemployment in the Jacksonville metro 
area, consisting of Baker, Clay, Duval, Nas-
sau and St. Johns counties, was 7.6 per-
cent for November, which is 1.9 percent 
below the previous November’s rate. Baker 
County led the way, seeing the largest de-
cline among those areas at 3.2 percent from 
a year ago, when the unemployment rate 
stood at 10.1 percent.

Still, the latest numbers show the local la-
bor force shrunk by 89 individuals between 
October and November, those with jobs fell 

by 102 and those without them rose by 13 
— all leading to the preliminary jobless rate 
of 6.9 percent for November.

That’s the lowest rate here since the fall 
of 2008, but it’s well above the yearly job-
less rate in 2006 — 2.8 percent — which 
was the lowest point in the last decade, ac-
cording to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics. It rose to 3.5 percent the following 
year and kept rising.

The only Northeast Florida counties 
with lower unemployment in November 
were Bradford (6.7%), Union (6.6%) and 
St. Johns (6.6%) counties. Clay (6.9%), 
Columbia (7.6%), Duval (8.1%), Nassau 
(7.1%) and Putnam (10.3%) counties all 
saw higher rates than Baker County.

According to state estimates on Work-
Source Region 8, which includes Baker as 
well as many neighboring counties, the 
area has continued to see growth during 
the last year in the following sectors: 

• Leisure and hospitality jobs, up by 
2600; 

• Financial activities, up 2000; 
•Profession and business services, up 

1800; education and health services, up 
1300; and

• Trade, transportation and utilities, 
which added 700 jobs.

Shedding jobs in 2012 were:
• Mining, logging and construction, 

down 2000 jobs;
• Manufacturing and other services, 

down 400; and 
• Information and government, down 

100.
The U.S. also made monthly gains in 

November, shaving two-tenths of a percent 
off unemployment to reach 7.7 percent, 
which is a year-over-year drop of 1 percent.
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February 9.1%

January 9.8%

2012 Baker County Unemployment Rate
through November

Lauded by Scott for falling jobless rate

Fatherhood
classes start
January 17

The Northeast Florida 
Healthy Start Coalition is launch-
ing a new fatherhood initiative 
later this month aimed at rais-
ing the awareness, self-esteem, 
hope and personal achievement 
of Baker County fathers by host-
ing the 24/7 Dad parenting class 
in Macclenny.

24/7 Dads is an evidence-
based curriculum developed by 
the National Fatherhood Initia-
tive and targets new fathers and 
seasoned parents in the commu-
nity who simply wish to better 
themselves.

The classes are open to all 
men, however. 

The coalition says studies 
show that children with early fa-
ther involvement are more likely 
to be and stay healthy, but the or-
ganization estimates that 43 per-
cent of births in Baker County are 
to single mothers.

The two-hour fatherhood 
classes will be led by John Brice, 
an AmeriCorps member with 
the coalition, at the Baker Coun-
ty Health Department, 480 W. 
Lowder St. 

They’ll take place once a week 
for eight weeks on Thursdays. 
There will be 3 pm classes and 6 
pm classes.

The program features a dozen 
topics, some of which include 
relationship building, masculin-
ity, men’s health, spirituality and 
mental wellness. Mr. Brice hopes 
the classes will increase men’s 
confidence and compassion and 
lead to more cohesive families 
here.

Those interested in partici-
pating should contact Mr. Brice 
at jbrice@nefhsc.org or at (904) 
723-5422, ext. 124 for further in-
formation or to reserve a spot in 
the class. Walk-ins will be wel-
come as well.

Quit smoking 
classes in Jan.

Northeast Florida Area Health 
Education Centers (AHEC) is of-
fering a free 6-week Quit Smok-
ing Now program in Baker Coun-
ty.

Classes meet once a week and 
include a free workbook, educa-
tional tools (water bottles, stress 
balls, massagers, etc.) and four 
weeks of free nicotine patches, 
lozenges or gum as therapies to 
aid in smoking cessation.

Funding is from proceeds of 
the lawsuit against the tobacco 
industry. Call (904) 482-0189 
now to register for the January 
2013 class in Baker County.

WOODPECKER
MUD BOG

THE FIRST WEEK 
OF THE NEW YEAR

January 5-6
in White Springs, FL
Jan. 5 - 8 am - 6 pm
Jan. 6 - 12 pm - 6 pm

For more information 386-292-4720
facebook.com/woodpeckermudbog

GUN SHOW
January 12-13 @ Baker County Fairgrounds
Saturday 9-4 | Sunday 9-3

CWP Classes at 10 am and 1 pm
For info contact Cliffhangers
386-325-6114

Check it out...
bakercountypress.com

Out of County Subscribers
Fed up with your copy of The Press arriving late, or not at all?  

We have a cost-effective solution to your problem.

Subscribe to our E - edition @ www.bakercountypress.com
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that JANICE BUFFING-

TON the holder of the following certificate has filed said 
certificate for a tax deed to be issued thereon.  The cer-
tificate number and year of issuance, the description of 
the property and the names in which it was assessed 
are as follows:

CERTIFICATE NO: 09-00947  
YEAR OF ISSUANCE: 2009

DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY:  A part of Section 
8, Township 3 South, Range 22 East, Baker County, 
Florida, more particularly described as follows:  Com-
mence at the NW comer of said Section 8 and thence 
N 89°21’08” E, along the North line of the NW 114 of 
said Section 8 a distance of 2316.84 feet; thence S 
0°27’02” E, 40.00 feet to a point on the South right of 
way line of County Road No. 23-A (A.K.A. Woodlawn 
Road) and the Point of Beginning; thence N 89°21’08” 
E, along said South right of way line, 367.06 feet to 
the Point of Curve of a curve concave to the South and 
having a radius of 369.26 feet and a central angle of 
39°00’52” and being subtended by a chord having a 
bearing of S 71°08’26” E and a chord length of 246.61 
feet; then c Southeasterly along the arc of said curve 
an arc distance of 251.44 feet to the Point of Tangency 
of said curve; thence S 51°38’00” E, still along said 
South right of way line, 150.56 feet to a concrete 
monument, LS 1380, marking the NW comer of lands 
recorded in Official Records Book (ORB) 1997 page 
6393 of the Official Records of Baker County, Florida; 
thence S 01°32’36” W, along the West line of said ORB 
1997, page 6393, a distance of349.94 feet to a con-
crete monument marking the SW comer of said lands; 
thence S 88°30’45” E, along the monumented South 
line of said ORB 1997 page 6393, a distance of200.00 
feet to the West right of way line of State Road No. 121, 
as currently established (said point being 60 feet West 
of the Surveyed centerline of said State Road No. 121 
as per Florida Department of Transportation right of 
way map dated May 9, 1972); thence S 01°33’00” W, 
along said right of way line, 90.89 feet to the North line 
of the SW 114 of the NW 114 of the NE 1/4 of said Sec-
tion 8 as re-established from a previous survey by L. 
D. Bradley and Associates, dated September 20, 1966; 
thence S 89°32’20” W, along said North line, 572.57 
feet to a concrete monument marking the NW comer 
of said SW 114 of the NW 1/4 of the NE 1/4; thence 
S 00°25’23” E, along the monumented West line of 
said SW 1/4 of the NW 1/4 of the NE 1/4, a distance 
of664.07 feet to a concrete monument marking the SW 
comer of the NW 1/4 of the  NE 1/4 of said Section 8; 
thence S 89°18’37” W, along the South line of the NE 
1/4 ofthe  NW 114 of said Section 8 as monumented, 
226.81 feet to the SE  comer of lands described in 
Deed Book 5, page 285 of the Official Records of Baker 
County, Florida, and also known as Evergreen Cem-
etery; thence N 01°32’29” E, along the monumented 
East line of said Deed Book 5, page 285 a distance of 
313.39 feet to a concrete monument marking the NE 
comer of said lands; thence N 89°54’33” W, along the 
monumented North line of said lands, 112.84 feet to 
the West right of way line of a 40 foot wide road right of 
way accessing Evergreen Cemetery and shown on the 
aforementioned survey by L.D. Bradley and Associates; 
thence N 00°27’02” W, along said East right of way 
line, 972.82 feet to the Point of Beginning.  SUBJECT 
TO a lateral ditch easement according to Florida De-
partment of transportation right of way maps for State 
Road N 121.

ALL OF SAID PROPERTY BEING LOCATED IN BAKER 
COUNTY, FLORIDA.

NAME IN WHICH ASSESSED: WOODLAWN GREEN, 
LLC. A Florida limited liability corporation.

Unless such certificate or certificates shall be re-
deemed according to law, the property described here-
in will be sold to the highest bidder at the front door 
of the Baker County Courthouse, Macclenny, Florida on 
THURSDAY MARCH 7, 2013 at 11:00 am.

Dated this 19th  day of December, 2012
AL FRASER

CLERK OF COURT
BAKER COUNTY, FLORIDA

By: Julie B. Combs, Deputy Clerk
12/27-1/17c

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE  
EIGHTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

IN AND FOR BAKER COUNTY, FLORIDA
JUVENILE DIVISION

 CASE NO. 02-2012-DP-13

IN THE INTEREST OF: B.T.  

DOB: 05-20-2011

MINOR CHILD

_______________________________________/

SUMMONS AND NOTICE OF ADVISORY HEARING 
FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS AND 

GUARDIANSHIP

STATE OF FLORIDA:

TO: BRIAN TAYLOR    (address unknown)

WHEREAS a Petition for Termination of Parental 
Rights under oath has been filed in this Court regarding 
the above-referenced child, a copy of which is on file 
with the Clerk of the Court.

YOU ARE HEREBY COMMANDED TO APPEAR 
before the Honorable Joseph M. Williams, Acting 
Circuit Judge, at the Baker County Courthouse, 
Macclenny, Florida, on January 30, 2013, at 9:20 A.M., 
for a Termination of Parental Rights Advisory Hearing.

YOU MUST APPEAR ON THE DATE AND AT THE 
TIME SPECIFIED HEREIN.

******FAILURE TO PERSONALLY APPEAR AT THIS 
ADVISORY HEARING CONSTITUTES CONSENT TO THE 
TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS TO THIS CHILD.  IF 
YOU FAIL TO APPEAR ON THE DATE AND TIME 
SPECIFIED, YOU MAY LOSE ALL LEGAL RIGHTS TO THE 
CHILD NAMED IN THE PETITION ON FILE WITH THE 
CLERK OF THE COURT******

“Pursuant to Sections 39.804(4)(d) and 63.082(6)
(g), Florida Statutes, you are hereby informed of the 
availability of private placement with an adoption entity 
as defined in Section 63.032(3), Florida Statutes.”

WITNESS my hand and seal of this Court at 
Macclenny, Baker County, Florida, on the 6th day of 
December 2012.

  Al Fraser
Clerk of Circuit Court

  By: Judy Rhoden
  Deputy Clerk
Department of Children and Family Services
James Kirkconnell, Esq.
Florida Bar No. 21044
Children’s Legal Services
1250 Andrews Circle
Starke, FL  32091
(904) 964-1566

Under the American with Disabilities Act, if you are 
a person with a disability who needs any 
accommodation in order to participate in this 
proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the 
provision of certain assistance.  Please contact the 
ADA Coordinator at (352) 337-6237, at least 7 days 
before your scheduled court appearance.  If you are 
hearing or voice impaired, please call 711. If you are 
deaf or hard of hearing and require an ASL interpreter 
or an assisted listening device to participate in a 
proceeding, please contact Court Interpreting at 
interpreter@circuit8.org

12/13, 20, 27-1/3/13c

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE EIGHTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT

IN AND FOR BAKER COUNTY, FLORIDA
JUVENILE DIVISION

 CASE NO. 02-2012-DP-13

IN THE INTEREST OF: B.T.  

DOB: 05-20-2011

MINOR CHILD

_______________________________________/

SUMMONS AND NOTICE OF ADVISORY HEARING 
FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS AND 

GUARDIANSHIP

STATE OF FLORIDA:

TO: Rebekah Lee Ray    (address unknown)

WHEREAS a Petition for Termination of Parental 
Rights under oath has been filed in this Court regarding 
the above-referenced child, a copy of which is on file 
with the Clerk of the Court.

YOU ARE HEREBY COMMANDED TO APPEAR 
before the Honorable Joseph M. Williams, Acting 
Circuit Judge, at the Baker County Courthouse, 
Macclenny, Florida, on January 30, 2013, at 9:20 A.M., 
for a Termination of Parental Rights Advisory Hearing.

YOU MUST APPEAR ON THE DATE AND AT THE 
TIME SPECIFIED HEREIN.

******FAILURE TO PERSONALLY APPEAR AT THIS 
ADVISORY HEARING CONSTITUTES CONSENT TO THE 
TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS TO THIS CHILD.  IF 
YOU FAIL TO APPEAR ON THE DATE AND TIME 
SPECIFIED, YOU MAY LOSE ALL LEGAL RIGHTS TO THE 
CHILD NAMED IN THE PETITION ON FILE WITH THE 
CLERK OF THE COURT******

“Pursuant to Sections 39.804(4)(d) and 63.082(6)
(g), Florida Statutes, you are hereby informed of the 
availability of private placement with an adoption entity 
as defined in Section 63.032(3), Florida Statutes.”

WITNESS my hand and seal of this Court at 
Macclenny, Baker County, Florida, on the 6th day of 
December 2012.

  Al Fraser
Clerk of Circuit Court

  By: Judy Rhoden
  Deputy Clerk
Department of Children and Family Services
James Kirkconnell, Esq.
Florida Bar No. 21044
Children’s Legal Services
1250 Andrews Circle
Starke, FL  32091
(904) 964-1566

Under the American with Disabilities Act, if you are 
a person with a disability who needs any 
accommodation in order to participate in this 
proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the 
provision of certain assistance.  Please contact the 
ADA Coordinator at (352) 337-6237, at least 7 days 
before your scheduled court appearance.  If you are 
hearing or voice impaired, please call 711. If you are 
deaf or hard of hearing and require an ASL interpreter 
or an assisted listening device to participate in a 
proceeding, please contact Court Interpreting at 
interpreter@circuit8.org

12/13, 20, 27-1/3/13c

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE  
EIGHTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

IN AND FOR BAKER COUNTY, FLORIDA
Case No. 02-2012-CP-30

IN RE THE ESTATE OF
ELVIRA D. BRANIGAN,
Decedent.
______________________________________/

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Please take notice of the following estate admin-

istration:
The name of the decedent is Elvira D. Branigan; 

the file number of the estate is 02-2012-CP-30; the 
court is the Circuit Court for the Eighth Judicial Circuit, 
Baker County, Florida, located at 337 E. Macclenny 
Ave., Macclenny, FL, 32063; the personal representa-
tive is E. Barbara Baris, at PO Box 1667, Macclenny, 
FL 32063, who is a member of the Florida Bar; and 
the date of first publication of the notice to creditors is 
December 27, 2012.

You are required to file all claims against the es-
tate with the court within the time provided by law.

MANNIKKO & BARIS
E. Barbara Baris #0894052
P.O. Box 1667
Macclenny, Florida 32063
904 259 4134 phone
800 986 6018 fax
horsenut@greatlaw.net

12/27-1/3c

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT IN THE 
EIGHTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

IN AND FOR BAKER COUNTY, FLORIDA 
CASE NO: 02-2012-CA-0250

COUNTRY FEDERAL CREDIT UNION, 
Plaintiff, 
vs. 
GREGORY L. BURNSED; DEVON M. BURNSED a/k/a 
DEVON MICHELLE BURNSED; DORRIS BURNSED, 
Individually and as Surviving Widow of Roy Burnsed; 
P & R ELECTRIC, INC.; THOMAS BARBER; MALISSA 
BARBER; DAVIS GOLF CART & SMALL ENGINE REPAIR;  
and UNKNOWN TENANT IN POSSESSION,
Defendants,
_____________________________________/

NOTICE OF ACTION
To:   Dorris Burnsed 
        210 SE Claudia Way 
       Lake City, FL 32025 
       (Last Known Address) 
       (CURRENT ADDRESS UNKNOWN)

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action to foreclose a 
mortgage on the following property in Baker County, 
Florida:

PART OF THE NW 1/4 OF THE NW 1/4 OF 
SECTION 19, TOWNSHIP 2 SOUTH, RANGE 22 
EAST, BAKER COUNTY, FLORIDA, AND BEING 
MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOL-
LOWS: COMMENCE AT THE SE CORNER OF 
SAID NW 1/4 OF THE NW 1/4; THENCE N 89º 
27’ 49” W, ALONG SOUTH LINE OF NW 1/4 OF 
THE NW 1/4 A DISTANCE OF 296.5 FEET TO 
THE POINT OF BEGINNING; THENCE CONTIN-
UE 89º 27’ 49” W ALONG SOUTH LINE A DIS-
TANCE 245.21 FEET; THENCE N 15º 18’ 02” 
W, A DISTANCE OF 255.53 FEET TO A POINT 
ON A CURVE; SAID URVE BEING CONCAVE 
NORTHWESTERLY AND HAVING A RADIUS 
OF 40.0 FEET; THENCE NORTHERLY AROUND 
SAID CURVE AN ARC DISTANCE OF 117.34 
FEET TO THE  POINT OF TANGENCY OF SAID 
CURVE; THENCE S 89º 27’ 49” E, BEING PAR-
ALLEL TO SAID SOUTH LINE A DISTANCE OF 
318.10 FEET; THENCE S 0º 22’ 03” E , BEING 
PARALLEL TO SAID EAST LINE OF SAID NW 
1/4 OF NW 1/4 A DISTANCE OF 325.0 FEET 
TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING. ALSO KNOWN 
AS LOT 12 OF THE NORTH FORTY.

And which postal address is:
6667 North 40 Circle, Macclenny, FL 32063.

TOGETHER WITH 1984 SKYL DOUBLE 
WIDE MOBILE HOME, ID #25630352AT & 
25630352 BT

has been filed against you and you are required to 
servve a copy of your written defenses, if any, to it 
on Mark J. Horne, the Plaintiff’s attorney, whose ad-
dress is 720 Blackstone Building, Jacksonville, Florida, 
32202, within thirty days after the first publication, of 
the Notice of Action, and file the original with the Clerk 
of this Court either before service on the Plaintiff’s at-
torney or immediately thereafter; otherwise a default 
will be entered against you for the relief demanded in 
the Complaint or petition.

Dated on December 20, 2012.
Al Fraser 

Clerk of the Court 
By: Tabitha Wilson 

As Deputy Clerk 
12/27-1/3c

A, R&R, INC
10525 DUVAL LANE

MACCLENNY, FL 32063
Phone (904) 259-4774 

The following vehicle will be sold at public auc-
tion on January 18, 2013  at 10:00 am at A, R&R INC, 
10525 Duval Lane, Macclenny, FL 32063.

2006 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN
VIN # 1D4GP24R36B510387

1/3C
MIRACLE AUTOMOTIVE & TOWING

10510 DUVAL LANE
MACCLENNY, FL 32063
Phone (904) 259-3513 

The following vehicle will be sold at public auc-
tion JANUARY 12, 2013  at 9:00 pm at Miracle Auto-
motive & Towing, 10510 Duval Lane, Macclenny, FL 
32063.

VIN #1B7FL26X0SS183893
1995 DODGE

1/3/c
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE  

EIGHTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR BAKER COUNTY, FLORIDA

JUVENILE DIVISION
 CASE NO. 02-2012-DP-129
IN THE INTEREST OF: H.M.  

DOB: 08-28-2005

MINOR CHILD

_______________________________________/

SUMMONS AND NOTICE OF ADVISORY HEARING 
FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS AND 

GUARDIANSHIP

STATE OF FLORIDA:

TO: HEATHER LAND    (address unknown)

WHEREAS a Petition for Termination of Parental 
Rights under oath has been filed in this Court regarding 
the above-referenced child, a copy of which is on file 
with the Clerk of the Court.

YOU ARE HEREBY COMMANDED TO APPEAR 
before the General Magistrate, at the Baker County 
Courthouse, Macclenny, Florida, on January 30, 2013, 
at 9:50 A.M., for a Termination of Parental Rights 
Advisory Hearing.

YOU MUST APPEAR ON THE DATE AND AT THE 
TIME SPECIFIED HEREIN.

******FAILURE TO PERSONALLY APPEAR AT THIS 
ADVISORY HEARING CONSTITUTES CONSENT TO THE 
TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS TO THIS CHILD.  IF 
YOU FAIL TO APPEAR ON THE DATE AND TIME 
SPECIFIED, YOU MAY LOSE ALL LEGAL RIGHTS TO THE 
CHILD NAMED IN THE PETITION ON FILE WITH THE 
CLERK OF THE COURT******

“Pursuant to Sections 39.804(4)(d) and 63.082(6)
(g), Florida Statutes, you are hereby informed of the 
availability of private placement with an adoption entity 
as defined in Section 63.032(3), Florida Statutes.”

WITNESS my hand and seal of this Court at 
Macclenny, Baker County, Florida, on the 26th day of 
December 2012.

  Al Fraser
Clerk of Circuit Court

  By: Judy Rhoden
  Deputy Clerk
Department of Children and Family Services
James Kirkconnell, Esq.
Florida Bar No. 21044
Children’s Legal Services
1250 Andrews Circle
Starke, FL  32091
(904) 964-1566

Under the American with Disabilities Act, if you are 
a person with a disability who needs any 
accommodation in order to participate in this 
proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the 
provision of certain assistance.  Please contact the 
ADA Coordinator at (352) 337-6237, at least 7 days 
before your scheduled court appearance.  If you are 
hearing or voice impaired, please call 711. If you are 
deaf or hard of hearing and require an ASL interpreter 
or an assisted listening device to participate in a 
proceeding, please contact Court Interpreting at 
interpreter@circuit8.org

1/3, 10, 17, 24/13c

Paxton Wilson, 13, of Mac-
clenny won a $50 prize in the 
children’s division of The Press’ 
2012 Christmas short story con-
test with a tale about the other-
worldly origins of Santa and 
other Christmas characters.

The eighth grader at Bak-
er County Middle School says 
he writes in 
school, but 
also l ikes 
drawing and 
writing ad-
venture sto-
ries at home. 
He’s a fan of 
online hu-
mor comics 
like “Para-
natural” and 
“Vibe,” and 
enjoys play-
ing video 
games on the 
PS3.

Mr. Wil-
son’s par-
ents are Jen-
nifer  and 
Scooter Wil-
son. He has 
four brothers ages 9 to 23 and 
a 9-year-old sister. This is his 
short story entry, which he said 
was inspired by a conversation 
with his 21-year-old brother:

You all know Santa 
Claus as a jolly fat man 
wearing red clothes 

and a big, white beard. Santa 
looks nothing like this. Santa is, 
by all the evidence I have gath-
ered, an extraterrestrial (alien).

The North Pole is mainly wa-
ter. In that water is his base. In 
that base, his slaves (elves) cre-
ate worthless items that seem 
to attract younger beings’ at-
tention. These are what you call 
“toys.” There is a tube from the 
side of his base to the surface. 
That is where he takes his flying 
machine and genetically altered 
deer  or “reindeer” to spread so-
called “joy.”

When he reaches the surface, 

the flying machine disguises it-
self as a sleigh. He goes house to 
house, country to country, giving 
out toys. At every human shel-
ter, he takes the milk and cook-
ies people leave out for relatives 
when they return from Alaska (or 
wherever they went).

To the government, Santa is 
a menace to 
all society. To 
society, Santa 
is a god-like 
being who 
makes people 
happy. But, 
are we truly 
happy? Or are 
we just excit-
ed to play with 
these toys for 
three minutes 
and throw 
them away? 
If Santa has 
the power to 
make deer fly 
and enslave 
the entire elf 
race, can’t he 
easily destroy 
us all?

After Santa Claus came to 
Earth, other supernatural phe-
nomenons happened around the 
world. A snowman was brought 
to life with an alien disguised as 
a hat. Mysterious alien plants 
made human beings kiss. A nor-
mal man was exposed to alien 
technology and extreme cold-
ness, making him have snow and 
ice powers.

These prove that Earth has 
been invaded by aliens, and 
Santa Claus is the source of it. 
Remember this: We’re not say-
ing that Santa is a menace. In 
fact, we love Santa. We are only 
informing you that Santa is an 
alien.

Author’s note: This passage is 
a joke, and is not intended to of-
fend anyone. If you are offended, 
however, I am deeply sorry. This 
passage was made by me, cho-
reographed by me and edited by 
me.

LegaL Notices

COUNTRY FEDERAL
C R E D I T  U N I O N

Holiday shopping is a breeze with our
Christmas
loan rates
as low as... 6.25%

APR

602 S. Sixth Street,  Macclenny • 259-6702
9140 CR 229, Sanderson • 259-6702

 100 S. Lima Street, Baldwin • 266-1041
Open 24/7 @ www.countryfcu.com

Important Information for City of Macclenny Residents

Starting February 1st, 2013, Advanced Disposal is 
pleased to be your new residential solid waste provider. 
Service will be provided using a fully automated truck 
and 96 gallon rolling carts. Carts will be delivered prior 
to the start date and will include schedule and guide-
lines. 

This will be a one time per week service and all waste 
must be placed inside the cart, provided by Advanced 
Disposal. Please have your cart set at curbside by 6:00 am (or the night before) 
on your scheduled collection day as indicated by the information on your cart 
when delivered. The cart should be at least 3 feet away from your mailbox and 
other objects at the curb, and no further than 5 feet from the street, with front of 
cart facing the street. 

Items not accepted include; tires, batteries, gas tanks, pesticides, motor oil chem-
icals or hazardous waste.

Any service required for bulk items and yard waste will continue to be serviced 
by the City of Macclenny. 

The City of Macclenny will not pick up any household items, white goods or large 
limbs.  These items should be carried to the Griffin Court Dump Site located on 
Lowder St. (hours of operation are Monday and Thursday 4 pm to 7 pm and on 
Saturday 8 am to 2 pm).  The City of Macclenny will continue to pickup yard de-
bris on a regular schedule.

For further information feel free to contact Advanced Disposal 
Monday thru Friday 8 am to 5 pm toll free 1-800-523-3861

Judy Carter won the adult di-
vision of The Press’ 2012 Christ-
mas short story contest this 
month and will receive a $50 
prize.

The wife and mother penned 
a true story about her family’s 
Christmas in 1991, which taught 
her valuable lessons about faith 
and the real meaning of the holi-
day.

Mrs. Carter, 51, is a Jackson-
ville native and 18-year resident 
of North Macclenny. She’s mar-
ried to local dentist Dr. Derrick 
Carter and has five children, 
three of which she home schools.

“This was my first attempt at 
writing a short story,” she said. 
“It is not a particular hobby, al-
though I find that I communicate 
better when I write.  I have often 
been referred to as a ‘frustrated 
English teacher’ by my family 
and friends, because I’ve always 
loved the subject and would have 
liked to teach it, but my life took 
me in other directions.  “

Ms. Carter plans to continue 
writing, too.

She said she’ll soon begin a 
book about her experiences with 
her late son, Caleb, who died at 
the age of 2.

“I’ve always felt that I should 
share how God healed me and 
my family thereby allowing us 
the ability to go on living with-
out the ever present cloud of 
grief,” said Ms. Carter.

Here’s her short story, “The 
Best Christmas Ever.”

It was December 1991. I 
had gotten wise, earlier 
that year, and started put-

ting aside money all year long. I 
was so proud that I had managed 
to save over $1000 to use for pay-
ing bills and Christmas shopping. 
For once, I thought, there was 
going to be enough money. Then 
something horrible happened.

An unscrupulous business-
man took us to court and man-
aged to get an unfair judgment 
placed against us. I thought, “No 
problem, it’s just a judgment 
against us. He can’t get the mon-
ey unless we try to sell the house.” 
He surprised me, though, by us-
ing a cancelled check from a for-
mer payment to create a counter 
check. He then proceeded to de-
plete our bank account. We had 
no money to cover our bills or 
purchase Christmas toys for our 
two sons. I was devastated. I had 
to take my “saved” money and 
transfer it into the bank in order 
to pay our bills. There was noth-
ing left for Christmas.

“How are we going to buy 
Christmas presents?” I asked my 
husband in dismay. I can’t exact-
ly remember his answer, but it 
was something like, “Don’t worry 
about it; God will work it all out.” 
As a Christian, my head knew 
this, but my heart was very skep-
tical. It doesn’t take a genius to 
realize you can’t pay bills or buy 
presents without money.

In the upcoming days, I con-
tinued to fret and exhibit a bad 
attitude toward the man who, in 
my opinion, had stolen Christ-
mas from me and my children. 
My husband kept doing what 
needed to be done by putting 
one foot in front of the other and 
carrying on as if God would take 
care of things. He’s a giant of 
faith to me.

When the time came to shop 
for Christmas presents, I man-
aged, through my fog of depres-
sion, to buy as little as possible. 
I created crafts for family mem-
bers. I bought a $2 cookie jar 
and filled it with homemade 
Christmas cookies. I made a lot 
of homemade gifts that year. For 
the first year in a while, I actu-
ally poured my heart into what I 
was doing. The gifts were not just 
gifts, but a genuine expression 
of my love for the recipient. But, 
still, I was deeply embarrassed 
that I couldn’t provide more.

My husband and I went shop-
ping for the boys. I cried when 
I saw the bright, shiny bicycles 
and the fancy train sets my boys 

would not be getting. Instead, we 
used the only money we had to 
buy balls, yo-yo’s and other simi-
lar inexpensive toys for them. I 
remember two large, white Sty-
rofoam airplanes my husband 
hung in the Christmas tree to an-
nounce to my children that Santa 
had come while they slept. And 
I remember two hamsters in a 
cage we had purchased from the 
pet department. The hamsters 
turned out to be a learning les-
son for us all, but at the time, the 
boys were thrilled.

 Well, Christmas day came and 
went. We did not talk about what 
we didn’t have. We gave gifts and 
received gifts, had dinner with all 
the extended family, and decided 
to enjoy what the day afforded. 
Even if our pockets were full of 
holes, our hearts were full of love. 
I don’t think the boys even real-
ized they didn’t have shiny, new 
bikes, or the latest, greatest elec-
tronic games.

Years later I was recounting 
this story to my oldest son’s girl-
friend. I was telling her all the 
things I had learned about giv-
ing. I told her I learned giving 
must not only be from the wallet 
but from the heart. It’s not what 
something costs that makes it 
special. It’s special because you 
love that person enough to give 
them a gift. I have to mention 
that a 10 year old fruitcake just 
might not qualify here.

As I was explaining how that 
particular Christmas was the 

worst ever, my son interjected, 
“You must be kidding, Mom. 
That Christmas was the best 
Christmas I’ve ever had. I’ll nev-
er, ever forget it.” Well, needless 
to say, I was stunned. Here I was 
remembering the guilt I felt at 
not being able to provide more, 
when he was remembering a spe-
cial, heartfelt time. I have never, 
again, looked at that Christmas 
in the same way. My son, through 
our loss, had learned some price-
less lessons. And need I say that 
Christmas is his favorite time of 
the year?  

Now that I’m a little older, 
and hopefully wiser, I see what I 
should have seen all along.  

Christmas is about giving 
… not just spending money we 
may or may not have. And even 
though we learned in Sunday 
school and Church that “God 
gave his very best at Christmas—
Jesus,” our best gift is still paltry 
in comparison.  

It is not best to go into debt 
just so I can look prosperous. It 
is not best to give gifts with no 
thought to the recipient. It is not 
best to give gifts, without end, 
just because I might have the 
funds to do so.  

The best thing I’ve learned 
about Christmas is that it starts 
with celebrating God’s gifts to 
us and sharing what we can with 
others in a genuine, heartfelt 
way. My husband had been right 
all along. God did take care of it 
all.

Photo courtesy of Judy cArter

Judy Carter (center left) with her family.

Photo by Joel Addington

Paxton Wilson

‘Best Christmas Ever’
Wins adult division for Carter

Alien santa?
Takes youth prize

Cheerleaders capture regional championship
The Baker County High School competition cheerleading team took a first place in regional competition in early December at the Old Town Showdown in 
St. Augustine. The team includes (front l-r) Shelby Mechum, Lacey England, Kasey Alford, Taylor Carrington, Hannah Matthews, Madison Fox, Bailey Tyson, 
(2nd row) Gabrielle Harkins, Madyson Perry, Kayla Sampley, Kristian Burnham, Sydnee Watson and Laken Head. The coach is Dedra Carrington.

Photo courtesy of VeronA burnhAm
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 I read The Hobbit as a college 
freshman. I hadn’t heard a whole 
lot about it, but someone I trust-
ed said I would like it and I did, a 
lot. I went on to read The Lord of 
the Rings and they remain some 
of my favorite books.

So, naturally, I approached 
Peter Jackson’s epic film treat-
ment of the book anxiously. Jack-
son did such a fantastic job with 
The Lord of the Rings (LOTR) 
trilogy, could he possibly repeat 
the feat?

I had some trepidation be-
cause I knew he had done some 
doctoring to the script, taking 
bits and pieces from other J.R.R. 
Tolkein books to fill out the ac-
tion and tie it into The Lord of the 
Rings more fully for those people 
who had seen the trilogy.

Then there’s the book itself. 
It takes a while to get started. 
There’s so much you have to un-
derstand and so many characters 
to be introduced.

The reviews I read of the re-
cently released movie said it was 
slow getting started and you had 
to bear with the first thirty min-
utes before it really got entertain-
ing. I didn’t have a problem with 
that; I was entertained from start 
to finish.

Part of the reason is that Jack-
son did a masterful job casting 
the young Bilbo Baggins. Mar-
tin Freeman, a well-thought of 
British actor, is so likeable that 
he propels every scene with lit-
tle effort. Unlike Elijah Wood in 
The Lord of the Rings, who had a 
whole range of emotions he had 
to master, Freeman just has to 
be easily flummoxed while at the 
same time being charming. He 
carries it off wonderfully well.

The story is a simple one. 
Gandalf the Gray (Ian McKel-
len) needs a burglar to accom-
pany a dozen or so dwarves on 
an attempt to win back their an-
cestral home from the dragon 
Smaug. He chooses Bilbo Bag-

gins since Hobbits can move qui-
etly. Along the way Bilbo and the 
dwarves will encounter goblins, 
orcs, trolls, spiders — that sort of 
thing.

Oh, and Bilbo will meet Gol-
lum and wind up with the ring of 
power.

That’s it in a nutshell.
It’s a slim, fun book, hand il-

lustrated by Tolkein. 
You should be able to fit the 

whole thing into a three-hour 
movie. Unless, of course, you 
are Peter Jackson. He added so 
much stuff that the film is now a 
trilogy in its own right. The whole 
thing is in the can, but Jackson 
is spreading its release out over 
three years. Darn it.

Once the initial thirty min-
utes of dialog and exposition are 
out of the way the story gets go-
ing like a roller coaster. There’s 
one adventure after another. 
They are chased by orcs (which 
doesn’t happen in the book but 
has something to do with the 
LOTR sequel, The Sillmarillion).

We’re introduced to another 
wizard, a goofy  Radagast (Syl-
vester McCoy), and reunited with 
the elves. In the book, Bilbo is 
very excited about meeting elves, 
but it’s not mentioned here. 

From then on it’s non-stop ac-
tion. There are wonderful battle 
scenes with great special effects. 
Here I should probably mention 
Jackson’s innovations. There are 
three ways to view the film. You 
can see it at regular speed as I 
did, in 3D or in a faster film speed 
that makes things look incredibly 
realistic. I’ll have to see it again in 
that format.

If there is a drawback to the 
film it is in all the additions Jack-
son has stuffed into it. It’s long 
and I can’t imagine how what 
comes next can be spread over 
two more episodes.

But I’ll happily await the next 
installments.

The Hobbit is rated PG 13 for 
fantasy violence. I give it 3½ out 
of 4 stars.

SHARE YOUR JOY & RECORD 
YOUR FAMILY HISTORY!

Submit births, weddings & 50th+ anniversaries 
via email to editor@bakercountypress.com

or at 104 S. 5th St., Macclenny
4 week deadline on all submissions.

Check it out...
bakercountypress.com ‘Hobbit’ review

Out of County Subscribers
Fed up with your copy of The Press arriving late, or not at all?  
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Subscribe to our E - edition @ www.bakercountypress.com
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ChurCh and obituary notiCe information 
Obituaries must be submitted in a timely fashion and have a local connection. Pictures are printed with 
obituaries free of charge. The newspaper reserves the right to publish photos based on quality. It is requested 
that all news items be typed or emailed to insure accuracy in print.

ContaCt us 
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Baker High sophomore Videll 
Williams of Sanderson won sec-
ond place in The Florida Times-
Union’s holiday story contest 
last week.

Mr. Williams, 16, studies in 
the high school’s gifted program, 
led by Cathy Hooper, and wrote 
a shorty story as one of his as-
signments.

It’s a cautionary tale about 
a young boy, enthralled with 
video games and lusting for the 
newest, coolest game out when 
disaster strikes.

“I came home on the Thanks-
giving break and sat down 
at my computer and started 
brainstorming,” he recalled. “I 
thought about how I love to play 
video games and I tried to think 
of a great lesson in life. The one 
I chose was being grateful. So I 
just started typing about a boy 
named Tom and how he needed 
to be more grateful.”

Mr. Williams, the son of Videll 
and Marva Williams, said he 
plans to spend his prize money, 
$50, on post-Christmas sales.

His story, “Grateful,” ap-
peared in the Jacksonville news-
paper over the Christmas holi-
day. It reads as follows:

“Commander, we’re 
not going to make 
it! The helicopter 

is going down!” shouted Ghost. 
“Boys, it has been nice serving 
with you all these past couple of 
years, but I will see you all on the 
flip side.” 

The dramatic music solemnly 
plays as Tom’s brand new first 
person shooter is completed. 

“Why must they insist on 
making these videogames so sim-
ple and boring?” Tom thought to 
himself. 

He had just received the vid-
eogame two days ago for his 
birthday and he had already 
bested it. 

“This is absurd, asinine in fact. 
Mom!” “Yes Tom?” “I need you 
to take me to GameStop to pur-

chase the latest Black Ops okay?” 
he enthusiastically said. 

“What about the game that 
your father and I just bought you 
for your birthday? It’s only been 
two days, right?” “Yes, but it was 
too easy, please mom?” 

This was a continuous routine 
between mother and son in the 
Smith’s household. But, this time 
Mom was finished. 

“You need to learn to appre-
ciate what you have Tom. Many 
kids today would love to have just 
one of your Call of Duty games or 
the clean Polo shirts you wear to 
school. The thought of the $400 
HTC phone you have is some-
thing some kids would never 
dream of. Start by being grateful 
for what you do have, and then 
you might stop asking for a new 
game every week.” 

“I’m plenty grateful Mom, I 
don’t know where you get the no-
tion that I’m not. I’m done with 
this; I’m going to ask Dad.” 

“One of these days he’s going 
to begin to appreciate me and all 
of his knick-knacks around this 
house,” Mom thought to her-
self. “Well, I’m going to the store 
to pick up groceries, I’ll be back 
shortly.” 

“Okay honey,” Dad said as he 

walked through the door. 
As soon as Mom shut the 

door, Tom started venting to Dad 
about how he needed the new 
Black Ops, circumventing the 
parts of his and Mom’s conver-
sation that were not in his favor. 
But, Dad had to cut him short. 

“Hold on son, I need to call 
your mom. I forgot to put Ritz 
Crackers on the list.” 

He couldn’t get a signal for 
some reason in the house so he 
walked outside a saw a red and 
blue blur of lights go by. 

Tom walked outside also and 
as his eyes followed the slowing 
cop car he saw the black Sedan 
that was just parked outside of 
his house flipped into the thick 
woods a block from his house. 
They raced to the scene as the 

ambulance pulled up. 
“Sir, we will need you to back 

up please from the scene.” 
“THAT’S MY WIFE!” Dad 

shouted as the personnel re-
strained him. 

A half hour later at 4:00 that 
Saturday evening the whole fam-
ily was at Shands Hospital. A 
couple scrapes and bruises were 
on Tom’s Mom, but she was okay. 

“Mom I’m so glad that you are 
okay,” Tom voiced. 

“I am too,” Dad said. 
“Yes, it could’ve been worse 

but the good Lord was with me,” 
Mom testified. 

Neither of them had to say 
it, but Mom and Tom were both 
sure that he was now grateful for 
everything he had.

Mrs. Wilkerson
funeral Thursday

Mary Jane Wilkerson, 57, of 
Macclenny died Saturday, De-
cember 29, 2012 at the Mayo 
Clinic, Jacksonville following 
a brief ill-
ness. She 
was born in 
Salem, Ohio 
and resid-
ed in Mac-
clenny over 
45 years. 
She was a 
homemaker 
and a Bap-
tist who en-
joyed play-
ing cards, 
crocheting 
and taking care of children. She 
was preceded in death by her 
husband Maxie Dell Wilkerson 
and sons Thomas Matthew Wilk-
erson and Dayle Wayne Wilker-
son; and her father Thomas Fin-
ley Collingwood Sr.

Mrs. Wilkerson is survived by 
daughter Renne (Brian) Graham 
and sons Steven “Wally” (Ter-
ri) Wilkerson and Michael Al-
len Wilkerson, all of Macclenny; 
mother Mary Jane Smith of Mac-
clenny; sisters Jean Ann Cham-
pion of North Carolina and Ear-
lakay Williams of Jacksonville; 
brothers Rodger Collingwood 
of North Carolina and Daniel J. 
Collingwood of Macclenny; step- 
sister Phyllis Smith of Crawford-
ville, FL; step-brother Billy Bond 
of Keiger of Oregon; grandchil-
dren Trey, Steven Jr., Joshua, 
Kaleb, Donald, Trestany and 
Stephanie Wilkerson, and Brian-
na and Zachary Graham.

The funeral service for Mrs. 
Wilkerson will be held at 2 pm on 
January 3 in the chapel of Guer-
ry Funeral Home in Macclenny 
with Rev. Steve Thomas of Or-
ange Park officiating. Interment 
will be in Oak Grove Cemetery 
in Macclenny. Visitation will be 
from 6-8 pm on January 2 at the 
funeral home.

Susan End, 53,
funeral Wednesday

Susan End, 53, of Macclenny 
died on December 28, 2012 at 
Acosta-Rua Center for Caring 
with family by her side. She was 
born in New 
Orleans, LA 
on August 3, 
1959 to the 
late Elton 
H. Folmar 
and Elsa 
Alice John-
son Folmar 
and was a 
resident of 
Macclenny 
since 1992 
after mov-
ing from 
Jacksonville. She served her 
country proudly in the United 
States Navy for over eight years, 
including during the Persian Gulf 
War. She enjoyed gardening and 
riding Harley Davidson motor-
cycles.

Susan was a certified wildland 
firefighter and she was instru-
mental in development of the 
rehab unit of the Baker County 
Volunteer Fire Department. She 
was preceded in death by broth-
ers Paul and Steven Folmar and  
mother-in-law Patricia End. 

She is survived by her loving 
husband of 27 years, John End 
of Macclenny; daughters Jessica 
End (Kellen) Green of Winter 
Park, FL and Patricia End (Nich-
olas) Brewer of Louisville, KY; 
grandchildren Paige Brewer and 
Emery Green.

The funeral service for Mrs. 
End was held on Wednesday, 
January 2 at noon at V. Todd 
Ferreira Funeral Services chapel 
with Pastor Franklin Griffis of-
ficiating. Interment followed at 
Jacksonville National Cemetery. 

Funeral on Friday
for Doyal Bridges

Doyal H. Bridges, 74, of Glen 
St. Mary died on December 28, 
2012 at Macclenny Nursing and 
Rehab Center. He was born in 
Stuckey, 
GA on May 
29, 1938 to 
the late Os-
car Harvey 
Bridges Sr. 
and Girldon 
L. Coffman 
Bridges. 
Doyal was 
a resident 
of Glen St. 
Mary since 
1991 af-
ter moving 
from Brandon, FL. He served in 
the United States Army during 
the Korean War and retired from 
CSX after 20 years. Mr. Bridges 
was a member of Faith Baptist 
Church and was the Past Mas-
ter from the Brandon Masonic 
Lodge 114. He enjoyed fishing, 
hunting and gardening.

He was preceded in death by 
his wife of 42 years, Lois Bridges; 
brother Tommy Bridges; sisters-
in-law Joy P. Bridges and Dot 
D. Bridges; and brother-in-law 
Budd Hewitt.

Mr. Bridges is survived by his 
loving children Lonnie (Lauren) 
Bridges of Valrico, FL and La-
Sondra (Kirk Miracle Jr.) Bridg-
es of Glen St. Mary; brothers Ray 
and Oscar (Rita) Bridges Jr.; sis-
ter Naomi Hewitt; and grand-
children LaTianna and Lucian 
Bridges. 

The funeral service will be 
January 4 at 2 pm at V. Todd 
Ferreira Funeral Services in 
Macclenny with Pastor Ladue 
Straughn officiating. Interment 
will be at Macedonia Cemetery 
at a later date. The family will re-
ceive friends an hour prior to the 
service at the funeral home. The Lord’s Church

Intersection of CR 125 & 250 in Taylor •• 259-8353

Sunday school ~ 10:00 am
Sunday service ~ 11:00 am
Wednesday night Bible Study ~ 6:30 pm
Family style dinner ~ 1st Sunday of the month
following service

‘A church alive is worth the drive!’
Pastor Bobby 

& Faye Gri�  n

Sanderson 
Congregational 
Holiness Church

CR 127 N., Sanderson, FL
Sunday School 10:00 am

Morning Worship 11:00 am
Sunday Evening Worship 6:00 pm
Wed. Evening Prayer Serv. 7:30 pm
Pastor: Oral E. Lyons

The Road
to Calvary

Corner of Madison & Stoddard
Glen St. Mary

Rev. Tommy & Doris Anderson
Youth Director Rebecca Lauramore

Phone: 904-259-2213
Sunday School: . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 am
Sunday Morning Service . . . .11:00 am
Sunday Evening Service  . . . . . 6:00 pm
Wednesday Night . . . . . . . . . . 7:30 pm

New Hope Church, Inc.
23-A to Lauramore Rd.  

& Fairgrounds Rd.

Sunday 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m. 
Children’s Church 11:00 a.m. 
Evening Services 6:00 p.m. 

Wednesday 
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.

Pastor J. C. Lauramore 
welcomes all

Mt. Zion N.C.
Methodist Church
121 North † 259-4461

Macclenny, FL
Pastor Tim Cheshire

Sunday School 9:45 am
Sunday Morning Worship 11:00 am
Sunday Evening Worship 6:00 pm
Wednesday Prayer Service 7:00 pm

Jesus answered, "Verily, verily I 
say unto thee, except a man be 
born of water and of the Spirit, 
he cannot enter into the king-

dom of God." John 3:5

DINKINS NEW
CONGREGATIONAL

METHODIST CHURCH
CR 127 N. of Sanderson

Sunday School 10:00 am
Sunday Morning Service 11:00 am
Sunday Night Service 6:00 pm
Wed. Night  Service 7:30 pm

Pastor Allen Crews
Assistant Pastor Timothy AlfordMACCLENNY

CHURCH OF CHRIST
573 S. 5th St. 259-6059

Sunday Bible Study 9:45 am
Fellowship 10:30 am - 11:00 am

Worship Services
11:00 am

Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Minister

Sam F. Kitching

Glen St. Mary, Florida
1/2 mile South of I-10 on CR 125,
right on Nursery Road the historic 

Budder Mathis House

9:00 am Adult Sunday School
10:00 am Sunday Worship/

Holy Communion
7:00 pm Wednesday Study/

Holy Communion

Saint Peter’s
in the Glen

ANGLICAN CHURCH

Christian Fellowship Temple
Connecting > Growing > Serving

David Thomas-Senior Pastor   Tim Thomas- Associate Pastor
Gary Crummey-Youth Pastor

Looking for a place to plug in?

Join us this week!
There’s something for every age!

Sundays
Sunday School- 10:00 am

Sunday Worship- 11:00 am
Evening Worship- 6:00 pm

Wednesdays
Wednesday Worship- 7:00 pm

We’re located at 251 W. Ohio Ave.
Macclenny, FL

Offi ce: 904-259-3548

Check us out on the web!
www.christianfellowshiptemple.com

Mary Wilkerson

Susan End

Doyal Bridges

HOMECOMING REVIVAL
at Road to Calvary Church

January 6-9
Sunday at 6:00 pm

Monday - Wednesday 7:30 pm nightly

with
Special Speaker:
Darrell Luster
Everyone welcome.

Come and be blessed.
Corner of Madison & Stoddard Ave.
in Glen St. Mary

Hope House 
Life Academy

at Souls Harbor
Church of God

FREE PARENTING CLASS 
Making Children Mind Without Losing Yours

FREE NUTRITION & HEALTH CLASS 
Reading Labels & Making Healthy Choices

Classes meet Thursdays 
from 7-8:00 pm 

for 6 weeks beginning January 3

at 10028 Stasi Rd., Glen

Call now to register 
(904) 259-6026

Treatment rooms are private and confi dential.

IMPLANTS ARE A PERMANENT SOLUTION TO MISSING TEETH!

653-3333 • 571 S. 6th Street
Derrick Carter, D.M.D.

4 IMPLANTS 
TO SECURE 

YOUR EXISTING 
LOWER DENTURE

All work done in our Macclenny offi ce,
no referrals or driving to Jacksonville!

Melissa Taylor, R.D.H.
Dr. Carter, D.M.D

Ashley Carter, Dental Assistant/Offi ce

IMPLANT CONSULTATION
INCLUDING
X-RAYS FREE

$175 VALUE

Alma Blue, 85,
dies Christmas Day

Alma (Big Mama) Blue, 85, of 
Sanderson died on December 25, 
2012 after a brief illness. Moth-
er Blue was born on December 
2, 1927 in 
Sanderson 
to the late 
Lillie Givens 
and the late 
Greylon Jef-
ferson. She 
was a life-
long resi-
dent of Bak-
er County 
and retired 
from North-
east Florida 
State Hos-
pital after 24 years of service. 
Alma loved quilting, spreading 
the love of God and spending 
time with her many grandchil-
dren and great-granchildren. She 
was also predeceased by Ozell 
Blue Sr., the love of her life for 47 
years.

Mrs. Blue is survived by chil-
dren Vasttee Blue, Ozell (Mar-
gret) Blue Jr., Minnie Floyd, An-
nie (Willie) Thompson, Ricky 
(Debra) Blue and Bruce Blue, 
all of Rochester, NY; Mary (Al-
vin) Clayton, Gloria (Charles) 
Jefferson, Lucy Givens, Nancy 
Williams, Catha Blue, Carmen 
(LeLucious) Cummings, Bobbie 
Blue Sr., all of Sanderson; Con-
nie (Elvis) Williams of Marga-
retta, Gwendolyn Blue of Jack-
sonville; 62 grandchildren; 78 
great-grandchildren; nine great-
great-granchildren; sisters Fan-
nie Johns, Lillie Jones, Mary 
Simmons, Lucille Gordon; broth-
ers Robert and Samuel Heard; 
Theotis, Amos and Alvin Jef-
ferson; many nieces, nephews, 
cousins and friends.

The funeral service for Mrs. 
Blue will be held at noon Janu-
ary 5 at the Emmanuel Church 
of God in Christ in Macclenny. 
The wake will be January 4 at 
the Church of God by Faith in 
Sanderson from 6-8 pm. Inter-
ment will be at Quitman Ceme-
tery, Sanderson. Combs Funeral 
Home of Lake City is in charge of 
arrangements. 

Shirley Conger,
a former resident

Shirley Starling Conger, 63, of 
Watertown, TN died on Sunday, 
December 23, 2012 at her home. 
She was born in 1949 in Live Oak 
to the late Ellis and Betty Sands 
Starling and lived in Macclenny 
prior to moving to Watertown in 
1997. She retired from retail and 
was a member of the Landmark 
Pentecostal Church. She was pre-
ceded in death by her brother Al 
Starling.

Survivors include her hus-
band of 43 years, Sherman Con-
ger of Watertown; daughter 
Teleathia (Samuel) McGauley of 
Lake Park, GA; son Jason (Re-
becca) Conger of Lebanon, TN; 
seven grandchildren.

A funeral service was conduct-
ed December 29 in the chapel of 
Guerry Funeral Home of Lake 
City with Rev. Val Johnson of-
ficiating. Interment followed at 
Maypop Cemetery in Lafayette 
County.

Kenneth Hurd, 57, 
dies December 28

Kenneth Eugene Hurd, 57, of 
Glen St. Mary died on Friday, 
December 28, 2012 after an ex-
tended illness. Mr. Hurd was a 
professional 
musician 
who en-
joyed riding 
his motor-
cycle and 
spending 
time with 
family and 
friends. He 
is survived 
by sons Cur-
tis (Aman-
da) Hurd of 
Jacksonville 
and Kendall Hurd of Glen St. 
Mary; daughters Daphne Lokey 
of Macclenny, Cassie Amerson 
and Celina Hurd, both of Glen 
St. Mary; parents Bernard and 
Frankie Hurd of Glen St. Mary; 
brothers Richard Hurd and Da-
vid (Beth) Hurd, both of Jack-
sonville; seven grandchildren.

A memorial service will be 
held at a later date. Forbes Fu-
neral Home of Macclenny was in 
charge of arrangements.

‘Pop’ Nicholas,
84, of Jacksonville

Russell Allen “Pop” Nicholas, 
84, of Jacksonville died on De-
cember 28, 2012 at his residence 
with family 
by his side. 
He was born 
in Ivydale, 
WV on April 
24, 1928 to 
the late Al-
gie Nichols 
and Esther 
Rood Nich-
ols, and was 
a resident 
of Jackson-
ville since 
1968 after 
moving from Ravenna, OH. He 
served in the United States Army 
for four years and retired from 
Timuquana Country Club after 
many years  in the building main-
tenance department. Russell was 
a lifelong member of the VFW 
Post 7909 in Jacksonville and 
enjoyed fishing, going to the dog 
track and watching sports.

He was preceded in death by  
sisters Mary Morris, Virginia 
Sanor and Vada; brother John 
Nichols; ex-wife Rosalie Nicho-
las; and grandson Timothy Lee 
Folsom. 

He is survived by his loving 
children Cathy (Andy) Self of 
Macclenny, Donald A. (Donna) 
Nicholas of Jacksonville, John 
M. (Nucoma) Nicholas of Mac-
clenny, Shirley (Joe) McKinney 
of Ocala and Rusty (Chris) Nich-
olas of Jacksonville; 36 grand-
children and 31 great-grandchil-
dren.

The funeral service for Mr. 
Nicholas will be held on Wednes-
day, January 2 at 4 pm at V. 
Todd Ferreira Funeral Services 
chapel in Macclenny with Pas-
tor Tommy Anderson officiating. 
The family will receive friends 
an hour prior to the service at 
the funeral home. Interment will 
be held Thursday, January 3 at 
10 am at Jacksonville National 
Cemetery.

Funeral Saturday
for Mrs. Reddick

Willie Grace Youngblood Pel-
ham Reddick, 85, of Pensacola, 
FL died Wednesday, December 
26, 2012 at Macclenny Nursing 
and Rehab.

She was the wife of the late  
Ford Edison Reddick and was 
also predeceased by parents 
Erastus “Rass” Youngblood and 
Annie Belle Ivey; and sister Jean 
Garrison.

Mrs. Reddick was a member 
of St. Andrews United Methodist 
Church. She was a native of Jay 
in Santa Rosa County, FL and 
had resided in Pensacola most 
of her adult life. She was a book-
keeper at Armour Food Services 
and later at Pensacola Medical 
Center Clinic for 25 years. She 
loved to quilt, cook, garden and 
travel, but most of all she loved to 
spoil her grandchildren.

She is survived by sons Gary 
(Debbie) Pelham of Glen St. 
Mary, James (Kim) Reddick and 
David (Tammy) Reddick; daugh-
ter Bonnie (Bobbie) Bell; broth-
ers Charlie and Bennie Young-
blood; sister Annette (Bob) 
Edwards; grandchildren Jessica 
and Jason Coleman and Brett 
and Kellee (Horne) Pelham; 
eight step-grandchildren; and 
numerous nieces and nephews.

The funeral service was held 
on December 29 at Faith Cha-
pel Funeral Home in Pensacola 
with Rev. Bill Flannigan offici-
ating. Interment was beside her 
husband in Hatcher Cemetery in 
Freeport, FL.

Mack Short, 57,
was PD investigator

Mack Thomas Short, 57 of 
Lake Butler died Thursday, De-
cember 27, 2012, from injuries 
suffered in an auto accident in 
Lake Butler. He was born in 
Jackson, Michigan and lived 
most of his life in Union County. 
He was the son of the late Harvey 
Short and Susan Spencer Short. 
He was also preceded in death by 
three brothers. Mr. Short was an 
investigator with the Eighth Ju-
dicial Circuit public defender’s 
office for 25 years.

He is survived by daugh-
ters Amber and Amanda Short 
of Lake Butler; grandchildren 
Harper Rogers and Jayce Short 
of Lake Butler; brothers Wil-
lie Short (Cindy), Hiram Short 
(Charlene); Leonard Short (Pau-
la) of Lake Butler and Clyde 
Short (Martha) of Raiford; and 
sister Brenda Adkins (Earl) of 
Melrose

The funeral service for Mr. 
Short was held December 31, 
2012 with Leonard Short offici-
ating. Archer Funeral Home of 
Lake Butler was in charge of ar-
rangements.

Dudley Ward, 82,
service in Alabama

Dudley Carver Ward Jr., 82, of 
Macclenny died on December 29, 
2012 at his residence with family 
by his side. He was born in Way-
cross, GA on August 1, 1930 to 
the late Dudley Carver Ward Sr. 
and Allene Rainey Ward. Dud-
ley had been a resident of Mac-
clenny since 2007 after moving 
from Jacksonville, AL. He served 
in the United States Air Force 
for four years and also during 
the Korean War. He retired from 
Teledyne-Brown in 1993 after 
many years as an aeronautical 
engineer. Dudley was a member 
of First Baptist Church of Glen 
St. Mary and enjoyed keeping 
23B clean in front of the Rolling 
Meadows subdivision.

Mr. Ward is survived by his 
loving wife of 57 years, Betty Wil-
liams Ward of Macclenny; chil-
dren Alex Rainey Ward of Deco-
rah, IA and Leigh Ann (Perry) 
Hays of Macclenny; sisters Anne 
Adams and Kathy (William) 
Weiser, both of Jacksonville; 
grandchildren Meredith (Blake) 
Appleby of Mt. Dora, FL, Pheobe 
Ward of St. Paul, MN, Lauren 
(Chris) Johnson of Ozona, TX 
and Brandon (Lauren) Hays of 
Lubbock, TX; great grandchil-
dren Elijah, Gabriel and Abigail 
Johnson of Ozona; and numer-
ous nieces and nephews.

The funeral service was held 
on January 2, 2013 at 2 pm at 
Parker Memorial Baptist Church 
in Anniston, AL with Drs. Billy 
Harris and Mack Amis officiat-
ing. Interment will follow at First 
Baptist Church of Williams Cem-
etery in Jacksonville, AL. V. Todd 
Ferreira Funeral Services of Mac-
clenny was in charge of local ar-
rangements.

Audrey Wilson,
84, of Sanderson

Audrey Maxine Wilson, 84, of 
Sanderson died on Friday, De-
cember 14, 2012 after a brief ill-
ness. She was preceded in death 
by her husband Carl J. Wilson, 
and a son Gary A. Wilson.

She is survived by son Randy 
D. Wilson of Ogden, UT; daugh-
ters Linda M. Lee (Jim) of Lib-
erty, UT, and Cheryl L. (Mark) 
Hans of Sanderson; sister Es-
ther May of W. Lafayette, IN 
and brother Roscoe Deckard of 
Brookston, IN; grandchildren 
Katrena Lee, Adam Lee, Travis 
Reed, Paul Reed and Cameron 
Hans; and six great-grandchil-
dren.

There will be no funeral at her 
request.  Her ashes will be buried 
next to her husband and son in 
Kentucky at a later date.

Alma Blue Kenneth Hurd

Russell Nicholas

WE ARE BAKER COUNTY’S ROOFING EXPERTS

COMBS BUILDERS, INC.
Re-Roofs • New Roofs • Leak Repairs
Torch Down Leaks • Roof Inspections

We specialize in problem roofs
Satisfaction Guaranteed

Licensed & Insured

259-2563
Commercial & Residential

Owner: Tim Combs

Florida State Certifi ed Roofi ng
Contractor Lic# CCC1325730

FREE
Estimates

Thanks so much
The family of Maudie Maloy 

thanks all family and friends for 
their kind words, food, flowers 
and prayers during the loss of our 
most precious Mama. To all those 
assisting with her loving care at 
Macclenny Nursing and Rehab, 
we thank you with all our hearts. 
To Pastor Tom Pope and Mama’s 
FUMC family, a big thank you 
for the wonderful service and 
lunch; Mama would have been 
very proud and pleased. Another 
big thank you to Hank and Dana 
Forbes of Forbes Funeral Home 
for the sincere and loving care we 
received from you with the ar-
rangements. Your services were 
greatly appreciated.

Joe Maloy, Susan Williams,
Annette Maloy,

Laura Livingston and families

Family grateful
I want to thank everyone for 

all of the love and support we 
received during this devastat-
ing time. Thank all of you who 
brought food — it was out of this 
world. Thanks also to those who 
brought ice, cups and plates. It is 
great to live in a small, Southern 
town. Our world ended on De-
cember 15, 2012 with the loss of 
our much-loved Brookie, James 
Allen’s high school sweetheart 
and wife. We were so blessed to 
have had her in our life. Please 
continue to pray for our families 
as we continue on this difficult 
journey.

Cindy Treece

Videll Williams

Second in T-U writing contest

Brookie Treece

Welcome
First Baptist Church

of Sanderson
CR 229 S., Sanderson FL

Sunday School  . . . . . . . 10:00 am
Sun. Morning Worship . 11:00 am
Sun. Evening Worship  . . 6:00 pm
Wed. Eve. Bible Study  . . 7:00 pm

Everyone welcome!

Out of County Subscribers
Fed up with your copy of The Press arriving late, or not at all?  

We have a cost-effective solution to your problem.

Subscribe to our E - edition @ www.bakercountypress.com

SHARE YOUR JOY
& RECORD YOUR
FAMILY HISTORY!

Submit births, weddings & 50th+ anniversaries 
via email to editor@bakercountypress.com

or at 104 S. 5th St., Macclenny
4 week deadline on all submissions.

Advertising deadline
Monday
5:00 pm

nO eXCePtiOns!
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Call 904-259-2400
Hours to place, correct or cancel ads: 
Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
The Baker County Press
P.O. Box 598, Macclenny, FL 32063

DEADLINES

BY E-MAIL
classifieds@bakercountypress.com

BY wEBSITE
www.bakercountypress.com

Placement, correction or cancellation of 
classified ads may be done by phone, 

e-mail or in person anytime before 
Monday at 5 p.m. for publication on the 

following Thursday.

TO PLACE AN AD...
BY PHONE BY MAIL

Class i fied ads and no tic es must be paid in 
advance, and be in our office no lat er than 
4:00 pm the Monday preceding pub  li ca tion, 
unless otherwise arranged in advance. Ads 
can be mailed provided they are accompa-
nied by payment and instructions. They 
should be mailed to: Class i fied Ads, The Bak-
er County Press, P.O. Box 598, Mac clen ny, FL 
32063. We can not assume responsibility for 
ac curacy of ads or notices given over the 
telephone. Li a  bil i ty for errors in all advertis-
ing will be limited to the first publication only. 
If after that time, the ad continues to run 
without notification of error by the person or 
agen cy for whom it was pub lish ed, then that 
party as sumes full payment re spon sibility. 
The Baker County Press reserves the right to 
refuse advertising or any oth er mate ri al 
which in the opinion of the publisher does 
not meet standards of publication. 

Large China cabinet, TV, table and chairs 
and other items. 904-874-7860. 1/3p
Award 23' camper, $4000. Call 904-653-
2138. 1/3p
Got leaves? We will vacuum and remove 
your leaves; a little or a lot. Licensed and 
insured. 904-591-2640. 12/13-1/3/13c
Full blooded Golden Retrievers. $100 
each. Call Dana 352-213-0144 or 912-
843-8115.  1/3p
Artists. Oils, acrylics, water colors, 
Canvas es, draw ing pads and much more. 
On sale now. The Of fice Mart, 110 S. Fifth 
Street, 259-3737.  tfc
Headstones, double and single, ready to 
go; must see; beautiful. 904-874-7860.
 1/3p
Camille Beckman hand cream, Root 
candles, unique gift items. Southern 
Charm 110 S. 5th Street. 259-4140.
 4/28tfc
Horse bedding material, shavings and 
saw dust, dry. Delivery available. 259-
2900. 3/22tfc
Office Supplies, printer and fax cartridg-
es,  rubber stamps and much more. We 
specialize in hard to find items. The Office 
Mart, 110 S. 5th Street. 259-3737. 4/28tfc 
Seasoned firewood. $80, ½ cord. Deliv-
ered and stacked. Call Bruce 904-838-
3130. 1/3-1/31p
We install 6” seamless gutters.  Pres-
sure washing. 259-7335.                   8/11tfc

Miscellaneous
Alcoholics anonymous meetings Monday 
and Friday at 8 pm. Call Wanda 904-994-
7750. 209 Macclenny Ave.  1/3-12/27/13p
Gun Show. Saturday, January 12, 9:00 
a.m.-4:00 p.m. and Sunday January 13, 
9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. at Baker County Fair-
grounds. Call Cliffhangers for information, 
386-325-6114. 1/3-10p
REWARD-$500 for any information lead-
ing to an arrest on stolen frontend clip of 
4200 International truck. Truck was sitting 
off Woodlawn Road and I-10. 904-521-
1506. 12/20tfc
Junk cars, trucks, campers, travel trail-
ers. Give me a call at 904-307-2460.
 12/13-1/3/13p

Dogs: all types from puppies to adults. 
Animal Control, $65 adoption fees will ap-
ply. 259-6786.  11/20tfc

help wanted
Notice to readers:

The newspaper often publishes classified 
advertising on subjects like work-at-home, 
weight loss products, health products. 
While the newspaper uses reasonable 
discretion in deciding on publication of 
such ads, it takes no responsibility as to 
the truthfulness of claims. Respondents 
should use caution and common sense 
before sending any money or making other 
commitments based on statements and/or 
promises; demand specifics in writing. You 
can also call the Federal Trade Commis-
sion at 1-877-FTC-HELP to find out how to 
spot fraudulent solicitations. Remember: if 
it sounds too good to be true, it probably is. 
- The Baker County Press
Rooks General Store in St. George, Geor-
gia is looking for friendly smiling faces to 
hire as sales associates. The ideal candi-
date should have some retail experience 
and must have a clean background. On 
site interviews will be conducted from 
1-4 on Wednesdays. Please call 912-843-
2552 to set up interview.  1/3-10p

Roofing sales/foreman needed. Expe-
rience and driver’s license and drug test 
required. 866-959-7663. 12/27-1/17/13p
Experienced  professional painters 
needed. Must have tools and transporta-
tion to shop. Call Peacock Painting. 259-
5877. 12/6tfc

real estate

Notice to Readers
All real estate advertising in this newspa-
per is subject to the Fair Housing Act which 
makes it illegal to advertise “any prefer-
ence, limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status or national origin, or an intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.” Familial status includes 
children under the age of 18 living with 
parents or legal custodians, pregnant 
women and people securing custody of 
children under 18.
This newspaper will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate which 
is in violation of the law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all dwellings adver-
tised in this newspaper are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. To complain of 
discrimination, call HUD toll free at 1-800-
669-9777. The toll free telephone number 
for the  impaired is 1-800-927-9275.
Copper Creek lot near front of sub            
division. Large lot with many trees. 
$35,000. 904-236-0823. 1/3p
½ acre lot just outside city limits with 
mobile home. Mobile home has no value. 
$35,000, down payment $1,500. $324/
month. Call 904-813-1580. 12/13tfc
2½ acres on Little St. Mary’s River. 
Well, septic, power pole, garage, shed, 
$45,000. 259-3300 or 904-591-2790.
 10/18tfc
4 BR, 2 ½ BA, 2 story home. $69,500 
quick sale. Serious inquiries only. 904-
874-7860. 1/3p
I buy houses. Cash! Quick sale, fair price. 
Offer guaranteed. Call 904-425-5132.  
   8/30-2/21/13p
3.46 acres, north Sanderson, set up for 
mobile home $42,000. Owner financing. 
Call 904-813-1580. 2/10tfc

for rent

3 BR, 2 BA 2012 mobile home on 3 aces. 
$850/month plus $850 deposit. 904-477-
7481 or 904-477-0672. 1/3p
1 BR, 1 BA large RV-live in. $99/week          
includes electric. Jeff, 904-891-1919 or 
904-900-8888. 1/3p
1 BR, 1 BA apartment, newly remodeled. 
New kitchen, bath, etc. Very nice. $495/
month. Jeff, 904-891-1919 or 904-900-
8888. 1/3p
4 BR, 2 BA house. $780/month plus $400 
deposit. 259-2787. 1/3p
4 BR, 1 BA, CH/A, 453 Azalea, Macclenny. 
$795/month plus $795 deposit. 259-6488.
 1/3p
4 BR, 2 BA large brick home on corner lot 
in city limits. Attached garage and fenced 
in backyard with inground pool. New wood 
flooring, new kitchen with granite counter-
tops. $1250/month. 259-8444. 1/3p
3 BR, 1 BA house in Sanderson. $700/
month plus 1st, last and security deposit. 
Call James, 904-397-0410. 12/20-
1/10/13p
2 BR, 2 BA SW mobile home. Extra large 
master bedroom with bath and walk-in 
closet. Dishwasher, water softener, stor-
age shed; on ¼ acre in Glen. Service ani 
mals only.  References required. $750/
month plus $600 deposit. 259-2121.
 12/6tfc

2 BR, 1 BA house on Ben Rowe Road in 
Macclenny. $800/month plus 1st, last and 
security deposit. Call James, 904-397-
0410. 12/20-1/10/13p
2 BR, 1 BA duplex, all appliances includ-
ing washer and dryer. $650/month, $650 
deposit. 259-3300 or 904-591-2790.
 10/18tfc
1 acre mobile home lot in Macclenny. 
Ready for mobile home. 259-6735 .11/8tfc
Clean 3 BR, 1 BA home, nice yard, in 
Sanderson area, $750/month. Call 813-
1580 or 259-2255. 9/13tfc
Mobile Homes, 2 and 3 BR, A/C, service 
animals only. $500-575 plus deposit. 904-
860-4604. 9/1tfc
Lots for rent in Macclenny and Cuy-
ler. Ready for mobile home. 259-6735.
 12/13tfc
Mobile homes - 2 and 3 BR from $350 
to $575/month plus deposit. Garbage, wa-
ter, sewage and lawn care included. First 
month’s rent pro-rated 912-843-8165 or 
904-219-2690. 9/6tfc

coMMercial fr
Professional retail office space for 
lease. Prime location on Hwy 121 Call 
259-9022 for details.  11/3tfc

Mobile hoMes

4 BR, 2 BA mobile home; new metal roof. 
$22K. 904-813-3091. 12/20tfc

for sale

aniMals

YARD SALES 
Saturday, 8:00 a.m.-? 4387 Birch 
Street. Rain or shine. Men’s, ladies, infant 
clothes, garage and yard tools, TV’s and 
accessories, pool table and more. Every-
thing needs to go.

Saturday, 8:00 a.m.-? 6199 Miltondale Road. Furniture, 
electronics, kitchenware, home decor, etc.
Saturday, 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 9723 Barber Loop (228 
to Wolfe Drive to Barber Loop), Macclenny. Various items; 
plus size clothing, household. 

NOW AVAILABLE
1 and 2 Bedrooms

Baldwin Grove
APARTMENTS

904-266-4070
T.T.D. 1-800-955-8771

RENTAL ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE TO
QUALIFIED APPLICANTS

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and 
employer.

LAND 
FOR SALE
1-5 Acres

Homes or Mobile Homes

Owner Financing

904-259-6431
Thomas Rhoden, Realtor

500 Dollars
& DeeD

is all you need to
move into your

new Manufactured
& Modular Home

Call pat
800-414-2130

$ $ WE BUY TIMBER $ $
LOGS AND PULPWOOD • 1 ACRE OR LARGER

DIAMOND TIMBER, INC.
“FOR A QUALITY CUT”

CALL 282-5552  •  KENT WILLIAMS

Anderson Quality ROOFING 
Metal & Shingle Reroofs & Roof Repairs

New Homes • Remodels • Additions • Screen Rooms
Door & Window Replacement

Your hometown contractor!

FREE ESTIMATES
LIC.#RC0067003

2593300
IN GOD WE 

TRUST.

LICENSED & 
INSURED

LIC.#RB0067070

LL
C

Tired of the Same Ol’ Thing?
If you’re planning to make some replacements 
this holiday season, we can take care of your 
leftovers. Whether you’re selling your first 
sewing machine or some old furniture, we’re 
confident your merchandise will sell quickly in 
our popular classifieds section. 

The Baker CounTy Press 

CLASSIFIEDS
$6 FOR 20 WORDS
20¢ each additional word 
 Call: 259–2400 or Email:  

 classifieds@bakercountypress.com
The Baker County Press 

104 South Fith Street

Camille Beckman
This unique restorative cream moisturizes and nourishes through the careful blend-
ing of Glycerine, Vitamin E, Aloe Vera, Wheat Protein, Almond Oil, and Botanical 
Extracts. Find the best hand cream in the nation exclusively at... 

Treat yourself...

Southern Charm
110 South Fifth Street  ~  Macclenny  ~  259-4140

RECEIVING CLERK
Operation of a mail room and stock 
room. Receive, verify, and distribute 
warehouse stock and mail items. 
Computer email, data entry, and 
work order program management. 
Requires High School graduate plus 
three years warehouse or clerical ex-
perience. A High School equivalency 
may be substituted for high school 
graduation. Computer literate. Good 
customer service skills. Good com-
munication skills. Knowledge of spell-
ing, grammar and basic business 
arithmetic. Data entry and word pro-
cessing skills. Ability to keep records. 
Ability to interact positively in person 
or on the telephone. Ability to use 
computer fi nancial systems, word pro-
cessing and spreadsheets. Must have 
valid Florida driver’s license and good 
driving record. Ability to handle bulk 
material deliveries and lift 45 pounds 
frequently. Commercial driver’s li-
cense a plus.

SALARY: $ 19,602 annually, plus 
benefi ts.

APPLICATION DEADLINE: 1/18/13
Persons interested should provide College 
employment application. Position details 
and applications available on web at: 
www.fgc.edu

Human Resources 
Florida Gateway College
149 S.E. College Place

Lake City Fl 32025-2007
Phone (386) 754-4314 

Fax (386) 754-4814
E-Mail: humanr@fgc.edu

FGC is accredited by the Commission on Col-
leges of the Southern Association of Colleges and 
Schools. VP/ADA/EA/EO College in Education 
and Employment

PRINTING & FAXING
Black & White and Color Copies,

Custom Business Forms,
Business Cards,
Signs, Stickers,

Invitations for any occasion,
Rubber Stamps

and so much more!!!
The Office Mart

110 South Fifth Street
259-3737

 5/19tfc

B.J. FENCE
Wood • Vinyl

Chain-link• Pool Decks
Patio Decks

904-653-1442
12/13-1/3/13p

ALL OCCASIONS
Rental and Design 

Chairs, tables, linens, etc.
www.alloccasionsweb.net

904-259-8397
12/20-1/10/13p

LAND CLEARING
Fill dirt • Slag

Cypress mulch • Red mulch
A little or a lot

904-521-1506
2/10tfc

FILL DIRT
Culverts installed

Tim Johnson
259-2536

5/11tfc

GATEWAY PEST CONTROL,  INC.
259-3808

All types of pest control
Call Eston, Shannon or Bill

Ask about our fire ant control
6/26tfc

ANGEL AqUA, INC.
Water Quality Treatment 

“We can improve your water”
Water softeners - Iron filters 

Sales - Rentals - Service - Repairs
Ask us about our 

“Chemical Free” systems
 Morton Salt

 “Keep Full” Salt Delivery Service 
797 S. 6th Street, Macclenny

259-6672
7/12tfc

BATHROOM REMODELS
New fixtures  - Ceramic Tile 

ADA Transformations 
Roll-in Showers - Walk-in Tubs

Call 259-4580
Licensed and insured

CFC056961 1/3-24p

DROPTINE TAXIDERMY
State Award Winning Taxidermy 

Hydro-dip Available
904-408-1379

1/3-31c

DEER PROCESSING
Call Brad Raulerson

912-843-2393
10/25-1/17/13c

PUMP REPAIR 24 HR            
WELL DRILLING

2"-4" & Larger 
259-6934 or 904-591-0063

  Water Well Contr FL7003, GA316 

Ronnie Sapp

1/3/13tfc

KONNIE’S KLEAR POOLS
In-ground and above ground pools

Installation available 
Chemicals • Parts 
Service • Cleaning

698-E West Macclenny Ave.
(Aardvark Shopping Center)
Open: Thursday and Friday

10:00 am-6:00 pm &
Saturday 10:00 am-2:00 pm

259-5222
(CPC 053903) 4/21tfc

CONNIE F. WHITE
CUSTOM SERVICES
Fill Dirt, Sand, Slag, Hay

Bulldozer & Backhoe Work
275-2474

509-0929 or 509-0930
10/11tfc

FULL LINE OF WEDDING
 INVITATIONS & ACCESSORIES
Shower and anniversary invitations

The Office Mart
110 South 5th Street

259-3737
4/28tfc

DEPENDABLE HEATING, AC
AND 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
Residential • Commercial

New Construction • Remodel
259-6546

Elec. license # EC-0001471
AC license # CA-C057649  2/10tfc

PUMP REPAIR
2” or 4” wells - shallow or deep

Call 904-259-4580
Licensed and insured

CFC056961 1/3-24p

PEACOCK PAINTING, INC.
Professional painting 

Interior - Exterior
Pressure washing

Residential - Commercial
Parking lot line striping 

Fully insured  &  Locally owned
25 years experience

259-5877
2/10tfc

Trenching & Light  
Backhoe Work

Call 904-259-4580
Licensed and insured

CFC056961 1/3-24p

JOHN WILLIAMS PLUMBING
Repairs • Re-pipes • Remodels 
Drain Cleaning • Sump Pumps

Water heaters • New construction
Call 904-259-4580

CFC056961 1/3-24p

RICH LAURAMORE 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Custom homes 
Additions • Remodels

259-4893 or
 403-4781 cell 

RR License No. 282811470 11/19tfc

FIRST COAST INTERIOR, INC. 
Commercial and Residential Drywall

Over 50 years experience

Bubba Rhoden- 904-226-5823
Larry Rhoden, Sr. - 904-412-3803

1/3-1/31p

MARTIN WELL DRILLING 
& PUMP SERVICE

2” wells
Macclenny 259-9014

Cell 838-3517 
Bryceville 266-4956 
welldriller@nefcom.net

License No. FL 2795, GA 566 5/24-5/16/13p

PLUMBING-SEWER-SEPTIC
Over 40 Years Experience

24 Hour Service
259-6934 or 904-591-0063
CFC032613 MP005858 I-13219RCMD 

                             Ronnie Sapp 1/3/13tfc

FULL LINE OF WEDDING
 INVITATIONS & ACCESSORIES
Shower and anniversary invitations

The Office Mart
110 South 5th Street

259-3737
4/28tf

EqUIPMENT RENTALS
Front End Loaders 

Mini-excavators • Bobcat 
Ditch Witch • Generators 

Pressure Washers • Trailers 
Commercial Mowers

MACCLENNY CYCLE 
AND MARINE 

259-5494
 12/13-1/31/13c

A & D IRRIGATION 
& PRESSURE WASHING LLC.

• Sprinkler Systems 
• Residential and Commercial 

• Installations and Repairs 
• Free Estimates

651-1739
12/27-1/31/13p

ROGER RAULERSON 
WELL DRILLING

2” and 4” wells
Call Roger or Roger Dale

259-7531
Licensed & Insured

Family owned & operated
12/31tfc

CYPRESS HOME BUILDERS, INC.
Custom new home construction of
Log home and conventional homes 

Jody Paul Thrift
904-591-2640

2/10tfc

CITY OF MACCLENNY
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS REGARDING

AMENDMENTS TO THE CITY OF MACCLENNY 
2025 FUTURE LAND USE MAP 

AND ZONING MAP
Applications for proposed small scale development amendments to the 2025 Future 
Land Use Map and the Zoning Map have been filed by the owners or authorized 
agents of the certain real property, located within the City of Macclenny. The seven 
proposed amendments are listed below. The proposed small scale development 
amendments to the Future Land Use Map, if approved, will change the permitted 
uses of property and will result in a rezoning of the affected properties.

Ordinance Applicant Baker County Property
Appraiser Real Estate No. Acreage

Future Land
Use 

Change

Zoning
Change

From To From To

13-01 Baker County Hospital 
Authority

32-2S-22-0049-0013-0010 0.90 CLI P RPO GU
32-2S-22-0049-0013-0070 0.45 CLI P RPO GU

13-02 GKS Properties, LLC 05-3S-22-0000-0000-0315 2.60 I CMI IW CG

13-03 Anderson Columbia 
Company, Inc.

32-2S-22-0049-0050-0010 0.96 I CMI IW CG
32-2S-22-0049-0049-0010 0.48 I CMI IW CG
32-2S-22-0049-0049-0030 0.24 I CMI IW CG

13-04 Raulerson, Grace & 
Johnnie 32-2S-22-0049-0049-0040 0.24 I CMI IW CG

13-05 McGlew, John T. & 
Connie R. 32-2S-22-0049-0048-0010 0.12 I CMI IW CG

13-06 Mosley, Ronald D. Jr. 32-2S-22-0049-0048-0015 0.65 I CMI IW CG
13-07 Hodges, Adeline Phillips 32-2S-22-0049-0048-0048 0.19 I CMI IW CG

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 163.3187, Florida Statutes, a public hearing 
by the City Commission on the proposed amendments will be held on Tuesday, 
January 8, 2013 in the City Commission Chambers at City Hall, 118 East Macclen-
ny Avenue, Macclenny, Florida. The City Commission meeting will begin at 6:00 
p.m. and the public hearing will be held shortly after the meeting is called to order. 
Interested persons may appear at the hearing and be heard regarding the adoption 
of the proposed amendment.  

Complete legal descriptions by metes and bounds and the proposed Ordinances 
may be obtained from the office of the City Clerk at City Hall on Monday through 
Friday during regular business hours. Should any person decide to appeal any deci-
sion made as a result of this hearing, such person will need a record of the proceed-
ings and may need to ensure that a verbatim record of these proceedings is made. 
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons needing a special 
accommodation or an interpreter to participate in this proceeding should contact the 
City Manager at (904) 259-0972 at least 48 hours prior to the time of the hearing in 
order to make arrangements.

CITY OF MACCLENNY
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
REGARDING REVISIONS TO 

THE INDUSTRIAL, 
WAREHOUSE ZONING 

DISTRICT REGULATIONS
The City Commission of the City of Macclenny, Florida shall 
consider Ordinance No. 13-08, “A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 4-78 OF THE UNI-
FIED LAND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS OF THE CITY 
OF MACCLENNY, FLORIDA; TO REVISE SECTIONS 4-78(B)
(1) AND (3) AFFECTING THE LIST OF PERMITTED USES 
AND STRUCTURES AS WELL AS THE LIST OF PERMITTED 
USES BY SPECIAL EXCEPTION IN THE INDUSTRIAL, WARE-
HOUSE (IW) ZONING DISTRICT;  PROVIDING FOR AN EF-
FECTIVE DATE.”

The Industrial, Warehouse (IW) zoning district allows for a vari-
ety of storage, warehousing and light industrial operations. The 
existing land development regulations for the IW zoning district 
contain certain permitted uses which would be more appropriate 
if controlled as to the number, area, location, or relation to the 
surrounding neighborhood. The City Commission will be consid-
ering revisions that would cause certain uses to still be permitted 
in the IW zoning district, but only by special exception. Uses and 
structures permitted by special exception are approved by the 
City Commission after they insist upon conditions that assure the 
use is most compatible with the surrounding neighborhood.

A public hearing requiring City Commission action on the pro-
posed Ordinance will be held on Tuesday, January 8, 2013 in 
the City Commission Chambers at City Hall, 118 East Macclenny 
Avenue, Macclenny, Florida.  The City Commission meeting will 
begin at 6:00 p.m. and the public hearing will be held shortly 
after the meeting is called to order.  Interested persons may ap-
pear at the hearing and be heard regarding the adoption of the 
proposed revisions.  

The proposed Ordinance may be obtained from the office of the 
City Clerk at City Hall on Monday through Friday during regular 
business hours.  Should any person decide to appeal any deci-
sion made as a result of this hearing, such person will need a 
record of the proceedings and may need to ensure that a ver-
batim record of these proceedings is made.  In accordance with 
the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons needing a special 
accommodation or an interpreter to participate in this proceeding 
should contact the City Manager at (904) 259-0972 at least 48 
hours prior to the time of the hearing.

Custom Printing
Stationery
Invoices

Business Cards
Envelopes
Invitations

The Office MarT
110 South Fifth St. • 259-3737

Spend 

75¢
to buy The Baker County Press and

SAVE OVER $200/WEEK!  
    with coupons, sales & classified ads, and insert papers

Out of County  
Subscribers

Fed up with your copy  
of The Press arriving  

late, or not at all?

We have a cost-effective  
solution to your problem.

Subscribe to our E - edition
www.bakercountypress.com



SportS Notice SubmiSSioNS 
We welcome your sports submissions for youth league, traveling league or individual athletic achievements. 
The paper reserves the right to publish submissions. It is requested that all news items be typed or emailed to 
insure accuracy in print.

coNtact uS 
By phone at 904.259.2400 or by fax at 904.259.6502. You can stop by our office located at 104 S. Fifth Street, 
Macclenny, FL or mail your submission to PO Box 598, Macclenny, FL 32063. 
We are available online at www.bakercountypress.com
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Men’s flag football
A sanctioned 5-on-5 men’s 

flag football league is forming up 
in Northeast Florida, including 
Baker County.

The schedule includes regu-
lar games in addition to playoffs, 
and all teams will be registered in 
the USSSA system for points and 
ranking.

For more information, call 
Joel Burnett at 904-571-2943.

Men’s frost league
A men’s frost softball league 

is starting up in January and 
will play on Tuesday and Friday 
nights.

Teams are forming; call Joel 
Burnett at 904-571-2943 for 
more information.

BoB gerArd | sPorts

As the first half of the high 
school basketball season winds 
to a close, Coach Charles Ruise is 
looking at a team with an 11-2 re-
cord. It is a big change from last 
year, when the Cats struggled for 
offense most of the season.

One of the big reasons for the 
success is the ability of the team 
to gel as a unit. They were very 
young last year and with the add-
ed experience of an extra year of 
play it has all come together.

“We started seeing it this sum-
mer,” said Coach Ruise. “They 
were buying into what we’ve 
been preaching all along. They 
were seeing teams at Camp USA 
in Tallahassee that were a dif-
ferent talent level and they were 
looking at them and saying, ‘Hey, 
we’ve got this.’”

Ruise praised the leadership 
of his assistant coaches and of 
Johnny Lamb and Cameron Mack who come to 
practice ready to go and push the underclassmen to 
perform.

Another factor in the success is having a consis-
tent shooter. Ruise’s son Charles Jr. has developed 
into an offensive machine, averaging over 20 points 
a game. He gets support at the guard position from 
three-point specialist Jesse Gardner, and Mack and 
Lamb on the inside. Brandon Lewis has been hitting 
his stride as a scorer as the season progresses.

“He’s worked his way into being a starter. The 

coaches challenged him and the 
others on what we expect from 
them and he’s ready for the role 
he’s expected to play,” the coach 
said of Lewis.

Ruise has also picked up play-
ers from the football team like 
CeCe Jefferson who bring con-
ditioning, work ethic and athleti-
cism to the court. It has shown 
in the coaches’ ability to bring 
game-time scenarios to practice 
and get the team ready for what 
they will see when the buzzer 
sounds.

It’s a pleasant change from 
the last couple of years when 
players bolted to play in Baldwin 
and Lake Butler and attendance 
at the BCHS gym sagged. Now a 
Wildcat basketball game is the 
hottest ticket in town and fans 
arrive early to get a good seat.

The two losses this season 
were an uncharacteristic 86-62 
blowout at the hands of Paxon 

and a loss last week in the finals of the Florida First 
Coast Tournament to Wolfson. The road loss at Pax-
on happened to a team that had been struggling but 
put it all together at the right time against BCHS.

Wolfson was a big, strong squad that shut off the 
inside against the Cats and forced them to shoot 
from the perimeter. To Coach Ruise the losses were 
just a bump in the road. Time will tell, but it looks 
like there’s exciting basketball ahead.

BoB gerArd | sPorts

Two BCHS Wildcat football 
players were named this week to 
The Florida Times-Union’s first 
team All-First Coast squad. Run-
ning back Falon Lee and defen-
sive end CeCe Jefferson starred 
at the their respective positions 
for the Cats.

Lee racked up 2100 yards 

rushing on 241 carries during the 
2012 season. He scored 25 touch-
downs for the 9-3 Cats. Lee had 
five consecutive 200-yard games 
to finish off the season.

Jefferson had 15 sacks and 28 
tackles behind the line for the 
Cats as well as blocking three 
punts. He  also blocked on the of-
fensive line and saw time at full-
back.

Lee joins Yulee’s Derrick Hen-
ry, who amassed 4,261 yards 
rushing and was the top running 
back in the nation, on the first 
team offensive backfield. Bishop 
Kenny quarterback John Wol-
ford and his two receivers Mo 
Tapley and Ahmad Fulwood also 
made the team.

Eli Lee was named to the third 
team defensive line. 
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Lee (left) and Jefferson were picked for The Florida Times-Union’s first team on offense and defense.
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Cameron Mack rises for a lay up.
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At right, the Wildcats with their second-place tournament trophy. At left, Jesse Gardner in the Wildcats loss to Wolfsen 
in the championship game of the Florida First Coast Classic in the BCHS gym last weekend.
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BCHS basketball coach Charles Ruise

All-First Coast 1st team

Coach Ruise: Wildcats have
‘gelled’; are 11-2 at halftime

Wolfson wins Classic
Pounds BCHS 74-45 in final
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It was a disappointing end to the Christmas sea-
son for the Wildcat basketball team.

After powering its way into the finals of the Flor-
ida First Coast Classic at Baker High, the Cats fell to 
Wolfson in the championship game 74-45.

The Cats stayed even with the Wolfpack in the 
early going, and finished out the first period knotted 
12-12. But at that point the Pack came alive.

Wolfson picked up the pace and ran past the Cats 
on the way to a 25-3 second period run that shocked 
the big crowd in the BCHS gym. Wolfson pushed the 
ball inside against the Wildcats and scored at will. 

On the defensive side, the Pack forced BCHS into 
taking outside shots as they blocked the interior 
lanes and closed off the inside game. They took a 37-
15 lead into the half and the game was essentially 
over at that point.

Wolfson kept up the pressure in the second half, 
almost doubling the point total in the third period. 
The Wolfpack out scored the Wildcats 22-13, then 
took its foot off the gas a little in the final quarter as 
the Cats made up a little distance.

Charles Ruise Jr. was held to 13 points, 10 under 
his season average. Johnny Lamb had 13, Cameron 
Mack 9 and Jesse Gardiner 8 points.

For the Cats, the tournament proved to be tough-

er than they might have expected. After running up 
a big first half lead they held off Crescent City 68-61 
in the opening game on December 27. 

Baker High ran out to a 16-8 lead and then went 
on a 21-13 run in the second period to go into the 
locker room leading 37-21. But after the intermis-
sion the visitors came storming back. They trimmed 
the Wildcat lead to just five points at the end of the 
third period. 

BCHS held them at arm’s length until the buzzer.
Ruise had one of his biggest nights shooting the 

ball, pouring in 31 points to lead the Wildcats. Mack 
had 8 points and Brandon Lewis 6 for the BCHS.

The Cats narrowly avoided a semi-final upset at 
the hands of Eagle’s View, winning 58-56 on De-
cember 18. BCHS trailed by 5 early but battled back 
to cut their opponent’s lead to one point at the half.

Ruise continued his scoring streak, throwing in 
28 points as BCHS went basket for basket with Ea-
gle’s View. And CeCe Jefferson came up big on the 
inside for the Wildcats as they eked out a one-point 
win and a berth in the final.

Jefferson had 10 points, Gardner 8, and Lamb 
and Mack 5 points in the win.

The 11-2 Cats won’t play again until January 8 
when they host Bishop Snyder.

Bassmasters
launch season

The Baker County Bassmas-
ter’s final meeting before the sea-
son begins will be January 8 at 7 
pm at Extreme Outdoors. Any-
one interested, please attend or 
contact Jim Knabb at (904) 591-
0441.

www.bakercountypress.com


