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•The remaining defendant 
in a February, 2011 abduction 
of a north county woman and 
her two small children was sent 
to prison for seven years after 
entering pleas to a series of 
charges in circuit court 
on December 18.

Harrison Turpin Jr., 
66, will have to serve 
a minimum of three 
years because a fire-
arm was used in the 
crimes he committed 
with his step-son Jesse 
Craddock, 25, who was 
sentenced earlier in 
the month to 13 years 
for his role in the kid-
napping and  a string 
of home burglaries in the north 
county in the weeks prior.

Judge Phyllis Rosier, who 
on December 6 revoked Mr. 
Turpin’s bond and jailed him 
pending sentencing, imposed 
a number of restrictions on the 
ailing defendant, including a 
three-year probation once he is 
released.

He also can have no contact 
with victim Debbie Donovan, 
his step-son’s onetime girl-
friend, or her two children. He 
is to refrain from alcohol use 
and cannot have a weapon.

Mr. Turpin pleaded to one 
count of kidnapping (two oth-

ers were dropped), armed bur-
glary, felony fleeing and three 
counts of aggravated assault 
with a deadly weapon.

He and Mr. Craddock went 
to Ms. Donovan’s residence off 

CR 122 and, after beat-
ing her boyfriend Timo-
thy Williams, fled with 
Ms. Donovan and the 
children south on CR 
125 to near Odis Yar-
brough Rd. where police 
gave chase. Their speed-
ing pickup crashed near 
Macedonia and Mr. 
Turpin was injured.

Mr. Craddock ran 
from the scene, trigger-
ing a multi-agency man-

hunt until he was tracked down 
the next morning off CR 23A.

Judge Rosier’s order revok-
ing Mr. Turpin’s bond cited 
threats he made to his attorney 
Frank Maloney, Ms. Donovan 
and others. He also vowed nev-
er to be taken to prison alive.

Court records show his crim-
inal record includes arrests for 
reckless endangerment, assault 
and battery.

In other prison sentencings, 
Judge Rosier ordered Jessica 
Floyd to serve one year and a 
day less 89 days already served 
for possession of drugs while in 
county jail. The state dropped 
a companion charge of cocaine 
possession.

The same defendant drew 
a 15-month sentence less 209 
days for sale with intent to sell 
and possession of controlled 
drugs. She was ordered into 
treatment for drug addiction.

• Darrin Gibbons of Mac-
clenny was sentenced to one 
year and a day in prison after 

pleading to assault with a dead-
ly weapon, possession of a fire-
arm by a convicted felon, dis-
orderly intoxication and felony 
battery as a repeat offender.

The latter charge was down-
graded from aggravated battery 
of his estranged wife, who was 
four months pregnant at the 
time.

• Stephen Collett admitted 
to violating probation for ag-
gravated assault, and in turn 
will serve a year and a day in 
prison and pay $250 in fees.

• Enoch Fraser III was given 
a year in county jail for battery 
on his father. The state dropped 
one count of abusing a disabled 
elderly person. His driver’s li-
cense will also be suspended.

• Lee Battles Jr. admitted to 
violating probation for felony 
fleeing, driving with a suspend-
ed license and possession of 
drug paraphernalia. The judge 
ordered him to pay a $250 fee, 
revoking the original probation 
order and giving him an eight-
month county jail term.

• Randall Combs drew a year 
in county jail with his no con-
test plea to grand theft auto in a 
case dating back to July of this 
year.

• A hold for federal authori-
ties was placed on Joshua Da-
vis after he serves an 11-month 
jail term for multiple counts of 
felony driving on a suspended 
license. The state dropped a 
third count.

• A Glen St. Mary man and 
his mother were both ordered 
to re-pay a Macclenny man 
money they stole from his cred-
it union accounts in the sum-
mer and fall of 2011.
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Visit our website and vote each week in our online poll.

Online POll Results
Does the state’s school 

grading system improve 
academic performance?

69.2%    No
30.8%    Yes

Teens face
gun theft
and drug 
charges
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Harrison Turpin Jr.
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Top 10 in ’12
Above from left: In January BCHS celebrated its first-ever ‘B’ grade from the FDOE; in February a 
body was found in a burned out truck in downtown Macclenny; April saw a young mother killed in 
a wreck in Glen and the BCMS softball team won the district title; a Navy father surprised his twin 
sons at school in May; and in June the BCHS class of 1987 finally got to walk for their graduation. 
Below from left: A young boy was burned playing with a lighter in mid-June and life-flighted to 
Jacksonville; October brought a storm that toppled large trees around the area, the Olustee monu-
ment turned 100 years old and the candidates for sheriff faced off; in November the BCHS Wildcats 
won the district title and the year wrapped up on a somber note as a vigil was held at BCHS honoring 
Jordan Sommise, who was killed in a wreck, and senior Corey Craig, who is still battling his injuries 
from the same the accident.

A Sanderson man who may have been impaired 
by a medical condition sped through the parking 
lot of a west Macclenny strip shopping center the 
morning of December 20, plowing into the Little 
Caesar’s Pizza and demolishing the interior.

Three employees inside the take-out restaurant 
at 9 am were making dough in an adjoining section 
and escaped injury.

The careening 2002 Dodge Ram mowed down 
the front counter area reserved for customers to 
place orders and pick up food. The store had yet to 
open that day, and the trio of employees reported 
early that morning to prepare for a rush of pizzas 
ordered for Christmas parties at area schools and 
elsewhere.

“We were back there making dough and heard 
this crash, then saw this red truck literally driving 
into the counter,” said manager Lynn Ploucher. “I 
thought ‘My God, what is this?’ and luckily I had 

the presence of mind to shut off the (oven) gas.”
Also in the store were her son Brandon and em-

ployee James Curry.
The driver of the pickup, Leland Ireland, 28, 

initially failed to stop at the nearby intersection of 
southbound Lowder St. with US 90, and struck the 
left side of a 1996 Chevrolet driven by Faye Rauler-
son, 72, one of several vehicles stopped on Lowder 
for the traffic light. She was not injured.

The truck then sped across the intersection and 
into the strip center parking lot on the southeast 
corner, continuing unimpeded as it jumped a curb 
and crashed through the front of the pizza store.

Mr. Ireland remained in the vehicle and was ex-
tracted by Macclenny firemen and rescue workers. 
A resulting fire blanketed the area with smoke and 
did further damage to the building’s interior.

Paramedics and police tend to Leland Ireland after pulling 
him from the wreckage of his Dodge pickup that imbedded 
itself into the Little Caesar’s pizza shop in west Macclenny 
the morning of December 20. County fire chief Richard 
Dolan peers into the wrecked interior.

Levels pizza restaurant

see page 2
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“Hold on a minute. Where 
are you taking that,” said wife 
Kelley as I walked through the 
living room with the Christmas 
wreath. She was busy decorat-
ing the Christmas tree.

“I’m hanging it on the door.”
“Not like that 

you aren’t. You 
have to fluff it.”

“I have to 
what?”

“Fluff it. It’s 
been pressed 
down in the box 
for a year. It needs fluffing.”

I mess with it a little.
“No. That’s not how you fluff 

it. Give it here.” 
I do. She begins by working 

on the bows and the garland 
until it is no longer compressed 
but is all – fluffed.

“Ah. So that is fluffing.”
“Yes.”
“It’s kind of like what you do 

to your hair every morning.”
“No. That is called ‘working 

the pouf.’”
“Working the pouf. You 

have your own language, don’t 
you? You speak the Common 
Tongue but also your own – girl 
language.”

“Yes. I’m multi-lingual. You 
can hang this up now.”

We are in a frenzy of deco-
ration because it is time for the 
Annual Gingerbread House 
Decorating Contest, along with 
other festivities and we are 
busy preparing the house so it 
looks, as Kelley says “Christ-

masy.”
The contest is something 

we’ve done for some years now 
where friends and family com-
pete against each other to see 
who has the most creative and 
beautiful gingerbread house.

It’s hard to 
judge because 
no one really 
wants to take 
the abuse that 
comes with 
picking one 
over the other. 

It’s a thankless, dangerous task 
like being an international soc-
cer referee. Since I am a neu-
tral party and don’t compete I 
have often been urged to be the 
judge, but I’m no fool.

There are rules everyone ig-
nores. It’s supposed to be all in 
fun, but most of the people who 
take part are highly competitive 
which means there will be some 
finger pointing and charges of 
cheating with the accompany-
ing smack talking – in a good 
natured way of course.

The smack started early 
where my children are con-
cerned. Dylan and Sara are 
both high school teachers and 
Dylan and his entire class in-
vaded Sara’s 4th period to tell 
her how “she was going down,” 
and going to lose miserably. 
The game was on.

Spencer kept a very low pro-
file, but when I got home from 
school the day of the contest 
the house smelled of burnt gin-

gerbread. He and his partner 
Lew Boyette had been baking 
gingerbread in custom shapes.

“We’re making a medieval 
castle. You can’t buy those in 
stores.”

The odds on favorite is Cher-
yl Hart and her sister Kathy 
Crews. Their gingerbread 
house is usually beautiful with 
a yard and some special fea-
ture. This year it was a work-
ing chimney. She put a piece of 
burning incense in the chimney 
so it would smoke.

“It smells like a 1970s dorm 
room in here,” I commented as 
I walked through.

Spencer and Lew’s castle 
was indeed massive and im-
pressive. Dylan had thrown in 
with Sarah, Marci and Robin 
Davis for a more traditional 
look. Cami and Lewyn Boyette 
had combined two kits for a 
split-level house.

“Do you have The Brady 
Bunch made out of caramels?” 
I asked.

Sara Beth and her fian-
cé Aaron Summers have es-
chewed gingerbread altogether 
in favor of pretzel logs and were 
busy with Abraham Lincoln’s 
log cabin. It was pretty cool.

It’s been a busy holiday sea-
son so far, but it sort of arrived 
when we weren’t looking.

My sister welcomed a new 
litter of holiday schnauzers. We 
celebrated Dick Johnson’s 80th 
birthday at a restaurant in the 
Town Center. I hope I look like 
Dick when I hit that age. Come 
to think of it, he looks better 
than I do now.

As I write this I hear gifts be-
ing wrapped and good smells 
are wafting from our kitch-
en. It’s Christmas Eve and I 
am thankful. Thankful for my 
close-knit family and friends 
that will gather this evening 
for the Methodist Church’s an-
nual candlelight service. It’s 
our tradition with Betty Sands. 
Thankful that tomorrow as we 
eat dinner our tables will be full 
of smiling, grateful faces with a 
healthy Carl Norman and two 
new babies, Berkley and G.W. 
We will each miss our Aunt 
Debbie, but the cycle of life 
continues as will our love and 
Christmas traditions. 

Merry Christmas all.

We turned to Facebook early this 
week  to ask readers about their best gifts 
this year. Here’s a look at their answers:

Jeremy Peters: My 46-inch flat 
screen TV.

Crystal Sisk: Being with my fam-
ily. 

James-Sabra Sweat Rhue: My 
twin grand-daughters that we’re 
born 7 weeks early on Dec. 19 was 
the best gift EVER.

Scott Shannon: Dec 22nd ... Those 
lying Myans.

Cindy Watts: The joy and warmth 
of being with my family.

Craig Hodges: A Nuwave oven.
Damien Moralez: My husband 

home from deployment. He goes 
back out soon.

Jason Knabb: Family time.
Louise Curtiss Smith: Spending 

Christmas with my family!
Nancy Kasik Wilson: My aged 

mother got saved this year and went 
on to be with the Lord Christmas 
evening.s

Pierce Parker: Spending time 
with family and friends.

Loretta Blackwell Rowe: Having 
my family.

Samantha Hunter: I had my 
daughter on Christmas day at 8:42 
pm. She weighted 7 pounds, 10 
ounces. Best Christmas gift ever even 
though it’s my second child born on 
Christmas day. My 8 year old was also 
born on Christmas. It’s amazing how 
things work out these days!

Dana Pulley: Time with dear 
friends, much love and laughter 
around the dinner table!

Monika Nicole Lundquist: My 
brother came home early from de-
ployment to the Middle East!

Laci Evans Conti: My 46-inch  TV.
Cami Craig: My little brother Co-

rey was the best gift that I could ever 
imagine having.

Clayton Yarbrough: All of my fam-
ily together for the first time in about 
20 years. Including Momma and Dad-
dy in the same house. {:>)

Facebook fans
‘What you had to say ...’

letteRs tO the editOR

My Side of
the Matter

ROBERT GERARD

As the year comes to a close, we welcome 

the opportunity to extend our thanks to 

you, our customers, for your friendship and 

invaluable support. 

We hope the coming year brings good 

fortune to you, and we look forward to 

serving you in 2013.

Baker County Supervisor of Elections

Nita Crawford & Staff

bakercountyfl.org

259-6339

Dear Editor:
The horror of what happened in Newtown, Connecticut will never 

go away.
 Okay, go ahead and tighten up the assault weapons ban – again. 

We already have enough of them in circulation now to invade India 
anyway. Besides, the ammo costs something like $2 a round.

 We must all keep in mind the NRA is not the spokesman for gun 
owners. Wayne LaPierre is becoming more and more a creepy radical 
revolutionary. His Friday press conference offered a bizarre answer 
to school massacres by a “bad guy with a gun.”

 LaPierre’s answer is a good guy with a gun. I don’t trust him at all. 
I wonder how much the firearm manufacturers pay him. The media 
must stop glorifying the gun lobby. This is not a problem for the radi-
cal right or the liberal left; it is for all of us to handle. Especially not 
the NRA.

 Here are a few thoughts:
√ Limit the gun manufacturers to producing automatic assault 

weapons for military and governmental use. Review the legality of 
the weapons in 10 years; urge bolt action rifles and pump shotguns. 
They are more fun to shoot.

√ Weapons salespeople must ration out the ammo for semi-auto-
matic rifles. Cut the legal size of the clips to an acceptable count.

√ Get those 50 caliber Black Mesas and cannons off the Internet.
√ Release the marijuana violators from prison and put the gun law 

violators in their place.
√ Require pistol and rifle range training, along with the back-

ground checks, for purchasers before sales are completed.
√ Make the NRA pay into a fund for the families of victims in mass 

murder situations.
√ As to the gun show loopholes — big deal. Make the sellers, in-

cluding pawn shops owners, take classes and pass tests about guns, 
doing background checks and other strict requirements before they 
are licensed. That should raise the expert level of the sellers to that of 
the buyers. Make the “license to sell” hard to get and more treasured.

√  Urge the print media weenies and TV talking heads to stop run-
ning screaming in the streets yelling, “Gun control! Gun control!”

√ Tell Hollywood WWII is over; the latest violent movie is nothing 
but trash.

Allow teachers to carry guns? Gimme a break. When another 
20-year-old kid gathers up four Glocks, six Berettas, three Bushmas-
ters, three shotguns, a Gatling Gun, and an RPG launcher plus 5,000 
rounds of ammunition and heads toward an elementary school to 
slaughter people and then pops himself like a coward, I propose this 
response.

Sue the ammo and gun manufacturer and put the parents of the 
murderer in jail. Maybe the grandparents, too. These murderers are 
cowards; they always blow their own brains out at the end. I hope 
they end up barking and frying in hell.

 Video games – which are really just cartoons – are an underlying 
creator of these kookie murderers. Let us recognize that the latest 
box office smash hit with amazing graphic clarity with heads getting 
blown off and bodies dismembered, are the underlying cause for the 
creation of an Adam Lanza.

 Just stop it.
Reed Dearing

Macclenny

Dear Editor:
We waited years and had 

many delays before getting a 
good place to ride our 4-wheel-
ers. Unfortunately it lasted a 
very short time before Shoals 
Park was closed to repair the 
roads and stayed closed for 
months and months with no 
word on when it would reopen 
(just try to get information 
about it).

Now we see that it will re-

open in January (maybe) after 
extensive road repairs and a lot 
of money spent.

We 4-wheelers don’t want 
smooth, graded roads — that’s 
the idea of off-road. Leave the 
trails alone, forget about fees 
and just let people have fun 
without a lot of government 
messing around in it.

Mitch Holloway
Macclenny

Gingerbread house sweepstakes 

Suggestions for
reform of gun laws

Give us rough trails!

Lorie Williams: Quality time with 
family!

Donna Moore: My granddaughter’s 
smile.

Raymond Phillips: The Love of my 
wife.

Adam Barnes: The time spent with 
family.

Tammy Crawford McFarland: The 
love of my husband and Jesus Christ.

Kelley Norman: My father is cancer 
free!

Jessica Lauren Hudnall: The smile 
on my little girls face melted my heart!

Jeremy Pickett: The love of my 
three girls.

Schell Barber: Another wonder-
ful Christmas spent with my husband 
and our family and the joy of seeing 
our kids opening their gifts and their 
priceless looks on their faces!

Paula Richelle Godwin Miller: The 
smiles on my grandchildren’s faces. 
They are my heart. Here’s to the New 
Year and all it holds in store.

Richard Clark: The love of my wife 
and daughter and the piece of mind 
that Jesus is in control.

Cheri McLelland: Seeing the joy on 
my kids faces when they woke up to 
see that Santa ate the treats they left 

out for him.
Julie Christine Sowell: Being with 

the best family ever, so many laughs, 
food, and fun, thanks to the best fam-
ily ever, love you all:)

Kelly Matthews: A Christmas card 
from my ex in laws proving although 
you are divorced from the child’s fa-
ther you are still considered family 
four years later.

Patricia Carol Smith Nation: Watch-
ing my little grandsons open their 
gifts.

Tammy Daniels: We was able to 
give our parents the gift they wanted 
for all kids to be home. Tim and Lucille 
G. Fox got the surprise. Michelle An-
drews, Tammy Daniels, Nancy Dan-
iels Prevatt, Stephanie Trolerster, and 
Johnny Daniels, it had been 9 years 
that we all have been together. It was 
an awesome Christmas for our family.

Sarah Elizabeth Williams: My won-
derful sister, Chelsea, getting to come 
home for Christmas after surgery on 
Christmas Eve.

Meike Fraze: The best gift I think 
that everybody received is JESUS !

Claudia Henry: Spending time with 
my daughter and my son. We are never 
home at the same time anymore.

Mr. Ireland appeared disori-
ented after he was brought out-
side and sat on a nearby sidewalk 
as he was initially questioned and 
examined. He was then trans-
ported to Fraser Hospital. He 
was alone in the vehicle.

He was charged by FHP 
Trooper Justin Smatt with care-
less driving. Alcohol was ruled 
out as a contributing factor.

Scott Lehman of Ocala, the 
franchise owner, was in Macclen-
ny Friday meeting with an insur-
ance adjuster and estimated the 
damage was well into the tens of 
thousands of dollars.

He said he was determined to 
re-open by March, earlier if pos-
sible.

“We’re just so glad the people 
in there were okay. We can al-
ways re-build and that’s what 
we’re going to do. We love Mac-
clenny,” said Mr. Lehman, who 
has Little Caesar franchises in 
Starke, Ocala and Dunellon, FL.

The store was quickly boarded 
up later that day, and will miss 
out on the traditional second best 
sales week of the year — between 
Christmas and New Years.

The best week? According to 
Mr. Lehman, it’s Halloween.

From page 1

• Jeremy Leonard, 27, entered 
no contest pleas to grand theft 
from a dwelling, grand theft, 
credit card fraud and exploita-
tion of the elderly.

Judge Rosier placed him on 
a 30-month probation and or-
dered him to pay $7479 back to 
victim Earl Yarbrough Sr.

His mother, 56-year-old Te-
resa Leonard, entered similar 
pleas to grand theft, credit card 
fraud and exploitation of the 
74-year-old victim. Her restitu-
tion amount was nearly $11,000.

• Brandon Johnson’s no con-
test plea to grand theft drew a 
two-year probation. The judge 
allowed 59 days the defendant 
was in county jail as part of the 
sentence.

• Joseph Merkle pleaded no 
contest to sale with intent to sell 
and possession of controlled 

drugs, and drew an 18-month 
probation. He was also assessed 
a $240 investigatory cost.

• A year on probation was giv-
en to Sheila Zajkowski in return 
for her no contest plea to battery. 
A companion charge of aggravat-
ed assault with intent to commit 
a felony was dropped.

• A charge of grand theft was 
dropped as part of the agreement 
that allowed Justin Dinkins to 
enter a no contest plea to traf-
ficking in stolen property. He will 
serve eight months in county jail 
and pay $1200 restitution.

• Andre Garcia has already 
completed the 90-day jail sen-
tence imposed for twin counts of 
burglary and theft, and will be on 
probation for two years. Judge 
Rosier withheld adjudication of 
guilt and the state dropped one 
count of criminal mischief.

From page 1

7 years for kidnap;
other sentencings...

A six-member jury acquitted a 
Glen St. Mary man on one felony 
count but found him guilty on 
two misdemeanors during a trial 
on December 11.

Preston Lamar Burns, 21, 
was arrested at a Glen residence 
shortly after he and co-defen-
dant Christopher Henderson ran 
down store employee Don Wed-
dle in the parking lot of the Citgo 
station at CR 125 and Interstate 
10 the evening of January 11, 
2012.

Mr. Weddle was injured when 
struck with the open passenger 
door of a vehicle occupied by the 
defendants. He was attempting 
to stop them from stealing beer 
from the store.

After the jury’s verdict, Circuit 
Judge Phyllis Rosier counted the 
42 days Mr. Burns spent in coun-
ty jail following his arrest as sen-
tence for petty theft and resisting 
detainment. He will be on proba-
tion six months and was ordered 
to refrain from alcohol use dur-
ing that time. 

Jury says
not guilty
in rundown

Levels a
pizza store

$90K worth of
materials taken
at DuPont site

The sheriff’s department is 
investigating the apparent theft 
of $70,000 worth of piping and 
sheet metal from a DuPont min-
ing work site off SR 228 south-
east of Macclenny.

The inventory of missing 
property includes two 5-ton el-
bow cast pipes valued at $30,000 
each and an estimated $10,000 
in sheet metal both a half-inch 
and inch thick.

Company official Travis Jol-
ley told Deputy Rodney Driggers 
that two DuPont employees saw 
a truck and a blue trailer leave 
the property about 7 am on De-
cember 15 and head east toward 
Jacksonville on 228. They as-
sumed another work crew was 
transporting the materials.

Mr. Jolley called police on De-
cember 18 when he learned the 
property was stolen, and said the 
weighty materials were loaded on 
the trailer using a fork lift taken 
from a maintenance yard a half-
mile away.

DuPont is conducting an ex-
tensive mining operation in that 
area of southeast Baker County.

In a second commercial theft, 
copper wiring to four air con-
ditioning units was stolen from 
behind the Baker Family YMCA 
building on Lowder St. in Mac-
clenny.

Director Ryder Leary of the 
Y said the theft likely took place 
during a two-week period before 
December 19 when he reported 
it. Damage estimate was $1200.

Send us letters
and make sure

they are Signed 
with a phone number.
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A Macclenny man whose ve-
hicle was stopped by police in 
the north city was charged with 
drunk driving early on December 
18 after he failed field sobriety 
tests and refused to submit to a 
breath test at county jail.

Deputy Daryl Mobley said 
he stopped the eastbound 1995 
Chevrolet driven by Kelvin Man-
ning, 44, at E. Ohio and 4th St. 
about 1:25 am because of a faulty 
brake light. The driver smelled of 
alcohol, had bloodshot eyes and 
slurred speech.

Mr. Manning admitted to hav-
ing four beers at Mac’s Liquors 
downtown. He was also ticketed 
for faulty equipment and having 
no proof of vehicle registration.

In other alcohol or drug-relat-
ed arrests, Deborah Hicks, 47, of 
Callahan was charged with reck-
less driving and failure to main-
tain a travel lane after she was 
stopped in east Macclenny the 
afternoon of December 21.

Deputy Rodney Driggers said 
he received a report of careless 
driving in the neighborhood 
around US 90 and Dugger St. 
and saw Ms. Hicks’ 1999 Chrys-
ler traveling westbound in the 
eastbound lane of 90 about 3:25 
pm before it changed lanes and 
nearly struck a guardrail.

Two bottles of controlled 
drugs were found in the vehicle, 
both filled that day in her name, 
with pills well in excess of the 
daily doses missing. Ms. Hicks 
was also ticketed for failure to 
maintain a single lane.

• Ethan Brantley, 23, of Mac-
clenny was jailed for resisting 
several county deputies who took 
him into custody when he be-
came unruly at the Country Club 
Lounge shortly after the 2 am 
closing time on December 22.

Cpl. Ben Anderson said Mr. 
Brantley became abusive when 
the officer entered the lounge, 
and continued to curse when ad-
vised he and his party of patrons 
had to leave. 

He physically resisted when 
handcuffed and again when 
placed in a patrol car, where he 
kicked at officers and struck his 
head repeatedly on the doors. He 
continued similar behavior while 
being booked at county jail for re-
sisting arrest.

A number of arrests and crim-
inal complaints resulted from 
pre-Christmas shoplifting at the 
Macclenny Walmart, including 
a Jacksonville woman who at-
tempted to leave the store the 
evening of December 23 with 
$5147 in merchandise.

A store security worker saw 
two other females loading items 
ranging from computer software 
to a cell phone and clothing into a 
suitcase and shopping cart before 
leaving the store and getting into 
a Chevrolet Impala in the park-
ing lot.

They handed the cart over 
to a third woman identified as 
Tnika Brown, 22, who then was 
stopped by the employee at-
tempting to leave the store about 
7:45 pm. When confronted, she 
abandoned the cart and kept 
walking until detained for police.

Ms. Brown told Deputy Jacob 
Satterwhite the other two women 
were her sisters, but she refused 
to identify them. The deputy also 
learned the suspect had been 
caught stealing at a Jacksonville 
Walmart.

The Chevrolet’s license num-
ber was traced to a Jacksonville 
man. In all, the cart contained 73 
separate items.

• A white male and white fe-
male abandoned a cart filled 
with stolen merchandise the eve-
ning of December 19 and fled to 
a black KIA and drove off as a 
store employee attempted to stop 
them.

He noted the license number 
and Deputy Johnny Hodges said 
it was traced to a Maxville wom-

an.
The couple attempted to leave 

the store with two scooters, 
clothing, food and other items 
they were observed placing into 
plastic shopping bags about 6:30 
pm.

• Amy Dunaway, 43, of Jack-
sonville was named in a crimi-
nal complaint for shoplifting af-
ter she was caught attempting to 
leave Walmart the afternoon of 
December 22 with $39 worth of 
merchandise in a purse.

• A surveillance video cap-
tured the image of a black female 
stealing a wallet belonging to Lue 
Harvey of Sanderson the after-
noon of December 20.

Ms. Harvey told Deputy John 
Hardin she was shopping at 
Walmart about 1 pm and the wal-
let was in her purse in a shopping 
cart. The video shows the suspect 
reaching in the purse while Ms. 
Harvey’s back was turned.

It contained about $350 cash, 
a checkbook and other items.

• A criminal complaint was 
filed against Clyde Myers, 31, of 
Glen St. Mary for stealing a tur-
key from Woody’s Bar-B-Q in 
Macclenny during an employee 
Christmas party the afternoon of 
December 21.

Store manager Scott Kapeshi-
an called police when he found 
the turkey near a rear dumpster 
the next day. A surveillance video 
showed the suspect exit a cooler 
with a large object under his jack-
et.

When interviewed by Deputy 
Hardin, Mr. Myers said he was 
intoxicated and has no memory 
of taking the turkey.

COUNTRY FEDERAL
C R E D I T  U N I O N

Holiday shopping is a breeze with our
Christmas
loan rates
as low as... 6.25%

APR

602 S. Sixth Street,  Macclenny • 259-6702
9140 CR 229, Sanderson • 259-6702

 100 S. Lima Street, Baldwin • 266-1041
Open 24/7 @ www.countryfcu.com

Serving
Baker County
for over 33 years

specializing in...

Real Estate
 Family Law
  Personal Injury
Hugh D. Fish, Jr. J.D.

34 S. Fifth Street • Macclenny

259-6606
hughfish@setel.net

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertise-
ments. Before you decide, ask us to send you free written information about our qualifications 
and experience.

• Delivery/Keep Full Service
• Gas Logs & Installation
• New Construction Piping
• Gas Generators
• Gas Water Heaters
• Fork Lift Cylinder

GUARANTEED
LOWEST
GAS PRICE!

259-2602
Locally owned & operated!

CALL FOR SPECIALS ON 
FIRE LOGS & HEATERS!

• New Construction Piping

• Gas Water Heaters
• Fork Lift Cylinder

NO TANK 
RENTAL FEES!

Merry Christmas
Christmas

and a Happy New Year,
from our family to yours

To My Community Family,

Merry
Christmas

to you all!
As we approach the New Year, 
my wish is that God will bless you 
and your family with the peace 
and happiness of the season every 
day throughout the coming year.

Happy 2013!
Sherrie Raulerson,

Superintendent of Schools

We’re putting on our best to say,
Hope you enjoy a great holiday!

And when at last the year is through,
We’d like to continue to serve each one of you!

Happy New Year and many thanks.

Baker County Health Department
480 W. Lowder St., Macclenny

259-6291

From
 your friends at Oldcastle w

e w
ant to w

ish you all the best in the com
ing year.

Please visit us anytim
e at w

w
w.oldcastle4baker.com

From
 your friends at Oldcastle w

e w
ant to w

ish you all the best in the com
ing year.

Please visit us anytim
e at w

w
w.oldcastle4baker.com

Don’t Miss Today’s JOB FAIR!

We are hiring for immediate openings:
Managers, Supervisors, Custodians, Floor Techs

 DATE: December 27, 2012 (9:00 am- 4:00 pm)
  December 28, 2012 (9:00 am- 12:00 pm)
 LOCATION: GFWC Woman’s Club of Macclenny
  144 S 5th Street (across from the Library)

City of  Macclenny
118. E. Macclenny Ave. | 259-6261

Now that another year is 
through

We’d like to offer our thanks 
to each one of  you 

With the hope that your new 
year is a blast

From the first day to the last!

Police arrested a Macclenny 
man the morning of December 
18 and charged him with prowl-
ing around a residence on Du-
pree Rd. and possession of a bur-
glary tool.

Deputy Rodney Driggers and 
Sgt. Brad Dougherty responded 
to the address of Donald Cox, 
who had been alerted by his 
wife about 6 am after she heard 
knocking on doors and windows 
and ringing the door bell.

They found Jason Collett, 29, 
on the property and he first in-
sisted he had permission to be 
there, then recanted and could 
give the officers no valid reason 
for his presence. The suspect has 
an address on Eastwood Rd. in 
the same general neighborhood 
off Woodlawn Rd.

Later, Mr. Cox contacted po-
lice when he found a pipe with an 

attached knife handle in his yard.
In other arrests, Terry Mash, 

57, of Macclenny was charged 
with improper exhibition of a 
firearm after he was warned by 
Deputy Robert Simpkins to cease 
waving it in a threatening man-
ner.

The officer was called to Mr. 
Mash’s address on Lauramore 
Rd. about noon on December 19 
and he admitted he had a lever 
action pellet rifle in his posses-
sion when he was near the ad-
joining property of Jason Pryde. 
The two had been disputing 
property lines.

Deputy Simpkins advised him 
to cease provocative actions, and 
was told by other witnesses that 
Mr. Mash again brandished the 
rifle in the air from a vehicle af-
ter the deputy went to speak with 
Mr. Pryde.

• Tommy Bryant Jr., 36, of 
Taylor was arrested on Decem-
ber 23 for violating a court order 
banning contact with Brandi Es-
tep, 33, at their address on Tim-
ber Trace Dr. near Taylor.

Deputy Driggers said he went 
to the residence about noon after 
a tip from a Department of Chil-
dren and Families worker. Mr. 
Bryant allegedly had been there 

two days.
• Daniel Booth, 29, of Glen 

St. Mary was jailed after he was 
stopped at the wheel of a 1995 
Chevrolet pickup on CR 125 
south the early morning of De-
cember 24. He was driving on a 
license with three suspensions.

Deputy Daryl Mobley said 
the vehicle was drifting out of its 
travel lane about 3:30 am.

A sheriff’s investigator arrested three juvenile males for the burglary 
of a Sanderson residence where they admitted stealing two pistols and 
a shotgun that were later recovered.

Two of the youths face felony drug charges in addition to counts of 
armed burglary, grand theft and criminal mischief.

Curtis Ruise called police on December 19 after he returned from 
work about 6:30 am and found the rear door of his residence on Five 
Churches Rd. had been pried open. The interior was ransacked, and 
Mr. Ruise told Deputy Jeremiah Combs a .12 gauge shotgun, a .357 
pistol and 9 mm pistol were missing.

Later that day, he gave sheriff’s investigator Steve Harvey the names 
of the three suspects, one of whom is familiar with the residence be-
cause he has stayed with Mr. Ruise in the past.

The investigator said he located the youths in front of a residence on 
CR 127 in north Sanderson and during a security search he found the 
16-year-old had a pill bottle with crack cocaine, two small baggies of 
marijuana and a third baggie with jewelry that belonged to Mr. Ruise.

One of the 17-year-olds had a pill bottle with two rocks of crack co-
caine.

During a subsequent interview, the boys admitted to the burglary 
and directed police to a residence on Dolphin St. in Sanderson where 
the pistols had been stashed above kitchen cabinets.

The shotgun was found at another nearby residence.
The drug charge against the two is for possession of cocaine with 

intent to distribute.
In other recent residential thefts:
• A 2-year-old male Plott hound valued at $5000 was possibly stolen 

from the property of Gary Hosker on Red Top Rd. off CR 125.
He told Deputy Randy Davis the dog and others were allowed to 

roam on his property overnight on December 18. There was no sign the 
animal breached the fence line.

• A stove was removed overnight December 18 from a rental trailer 
under repair and belonging to Donald Burnsed off CR 127. A former 
tenant was identified as a possible suspect.

• Jessica Roth reported a wedding band worth $375 was taken from 
the master bathroom of her residence off Cow Pen Rd. the evening of 
December 21. She named a relative who was visiting as a possible sus-
pect.

• Two neighbors who were staying in an abandoned trailer are pos-
sible suspects in the theft of medication from the residence of Freddie 
Nichols on Deerwood Circle during the night on December 19.

The medicine was in a bedroom drawer that was later found on the 
bathroom floor.

County deputies filed three 
separate incident reports over a 
two-day period involving a boy-
friend and girlfriend with a his-
tory of both physical and drug 
abuse.

The morning of December 
20, Deputies Robert Simpkins 
and Chad Montean responded 
to a residence on Mallie Davis 
Rd. south of Sanderson where 
Selena Roberts, 39, and William 
Clay Davis, 42, traded allegations 
of domestic battery from argu-
ments over drug use.

Ms. Roberts alleged she was 
attacked while sleeping before 8 
am when Mr. Davis became an-
gry because she would not give 
him more prescription medica-
tion. She claimed she was choked 
by the boyfriend and struck by 
Sabrina Oralls, 37, of Macclenny, 
who was wielding a flashlight.

The boyfriend, interviewed 
later, said he was struck and cut 
with a kitchen knife during an 
argument over Ms. Roberts’ alle-
gation that he stole jewelry from 
her and pawned it.

Deputy Simpkins said both 
parties accused each other of 
self-inflicting wounds in efforts 
to prompt police to make an ar-
rest.

Later that morning, Ms. Rob-
erts was arrested for having con-
trolled drugs without a prescrip-
tion. The deputy said Mr. Davis 
mentioned the drugs when the 
officer accompanied the girl-
friend to the Davis Rd. address 
to collect her vehicle and belong-
ings.

The next day, Deputy Earl 
Lord was called to the residence 
on Irvin St. near Macclenny, 
where Ms. Roberts accused Mr. 
Davis and Ms. Oralls of stealing 
$200 in cash and other belong-
ings from her 2005 Hyundai.

In an unrelated case, Deputy 
Lord arrested John Bryan, 29, of 
Glen St. Mary for felony domes-
tic battery by choking and aggra-
vated battery on his estranged 
wife Samantha Bryan, 25, who is 
pregnant.

The victim said she was at-
tacked at their residence on Riv-
erside Dr. north of Macclenny 
the morning of December 22. Mr. 
Bryan allegedly became angry at 
his wife when she came back to 
bed after their two children had 
awakened him.

Juveniles admit
to stealing guns
from a residence

Couple draws cops
thrice in two days 

Arrested trying to
leave Walmart with
$5K in merchandise

Prowler is arrested with a burglary tool

Damage and property loss 
was in the thousands of dollars 
after an overnight ransacking of 
a parked semi-truck on Turner 
Cemetery Rd. in north Baker 
County on December 21.

Bruce Canady said he awoke 
about 7 am to find two door win-
dows of his 2007 Freightliner 
smashed and the interior doused 
with gear oil. The report by Dep-
uty John Hardin noted that in-
terior wiring was ripped out and 
exterior mirrors broken.

Missing property included a 
GPS, CB radio, wallet and con-
tents including $300, a tool set, 
refrigerator and phone.

The previous night, a victim 
with the same name reported his 
work truck was stolen along with 
an estimated $12,000-15,000 
worth of carpentry tools for his 
business.

The 1998 Chevrolet was 
parked with the keys inside be-
hind Bruce Canady’s residence 
on CR 23C, according to the re-
port by Deputy Michael Clark.

In other recent crimes involv-
ing vehicles:

• Ashley Teems, 31, of Mac-
clenny was arrested on Decem-
ber 19 in Union County driving a 
2006 Chrysler van that had been 
reported stolen the previous day 
by Yvonne Craven of Macclenny.

The victim told Deputy Ben 
Anderson that Ms. Teems, who 
lives at her address, had driven 
her to the doctor’s office near 
Fraser Hospital that morning 
and said she was going outside to 
smoke a cigarette. She never re-
turned.

The sheriff’s department put 
the vehicle into a crime computer 
bank and both it and the suspect 
were located at a convenience 
store in Worthington Springs.

• Michael Long called police 
when he noticed that $760 in 
cash was taken from his compa-
ny truck sometime between De-
cember 16-19.

Mr. Long told Deputy Patrick 
McGauley he saw a suspicious 

vehicle the evening of December 
17 in his neighborhood on Pine 
Loop north of Glen St. Mary.

• Three vehicles parked out-
side the apartment of Sue Oliver 
on South 3rd St. in Macclenny 
were vandalized during the early 
morning of December 16.

Ms. Oliver told Deputy Clark 
the rear brake line on her 1987 
Chevrolet was severed, as was 
one on a 1988 Ford belonging 
to Tyler Fogarty of Jacksonville. 
The rear tire of a 2011 Ford be-
longing to Storme Harris of Jack-
sonville was slashed.

She named an ex-boyfriend 
who had been at the address 
early that morning as a possible 
suspect.

Arrest for
DUI after
traffic stop

Parked semi ransacked

Woodlawn Kennels
Quality Professional Care

GROOMING   259-4757 BOARDING

Private • Spacious • Indoor/Outdoor Runs
Complete Bath, De-flea & Groom  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $20-$25
Bath, De-flea & Nails Clip  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $10-$15
Boarding (per actual day) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $5-$10

Custom Printing
Stationery
invoices

Business Cards
envelopes
invitations

The Office MarT
110 South Fifth St. • 259-3737

Advertising deAdline
Monday at 5:00 pm

Out of County Subscribers
Fed up with your copy of The Press arriving late, or not at all?  

We have a cost-effective solution to your problem.

Subscribe to our E - edition @ www.bakercountypress.com
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And that means it’s time to let
you know how much we enjoyed

serving you this past year!

Here’s hoping the year ahead brings
lots of good times for you and yours.

We appreciate your choosing us. 

TRADITION. SERVICE. INNOVATION.
839 South 5th Street

Macclenny, Florida 32063
Tel 904.259.6003  /  www.aeb� .com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE  
EIGHTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,  

IN AND FOR BAKER COUNTY, FLORIDA
GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION

CASE NO. 02-2012-CA-000228

U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION AS TRUSTEE FOR 
RASC 2005-KS2,
PLAINTIFF,
VS. 
ONA FRANCES DAVIS, ET AL.
DEFENDANT(S),
_____________________________________/

NOTICE OF ACTION
(Constructive Service – Property)

TO:   ONA FRANCES DAVIS
LAST KNOWN ADDRESS
18458 NOAH RAULERSON RD
SANDERSON, FL 32087
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that an action to fore-

close a mortgage on the following real property, lying 
and being and situated in Baker County, Florida, more 
particularly described as follows:

A PART OF THE SOUTH 1/2 OF THE NE 1/4 OF SEC-
TION 19, TOWNSHIP 1 SOUTH, RANGE 21 EAST, BAKER 
COUNTY, FLORIDA, MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED 
AS FOLLOWS:

COMMENCE AT THE INTERSECTION OF THE 
NORTH LINE OF THE SOUTH 1/2 OF SAID NE 
1/4 AND THE WEST RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF 
NOAH RAULERSON ROAD (A COUNTY GRAD-
ED PUBLIC ROAD) AND RUN S 6º29’30” W, 
ALONG SAID RIGHT OF WAY LINE, 65.00 FEET 
TO A CONCRETE MONUMENT FOR A POINT OF 
BEGINNING; THENCE S 82º56’31” W, 227.00 
FEET TO A CONCRETE MONUMENT; THENCE 
S 1º06’10” W, 330.00 FEET TO A CONCRETE 
MONUMENT; THENCE S 83º02’42” E, 189.70 
FEET TO A CONCRETE MONUMENT ON THE 
WEST RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF SAID NOAH 
RAULERSON ROAD; THENCE N 6º29’30” 
E, ALONG SAID WEST RIGHT OF WAY LINE 
383.26 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING. 
SAID LANDS BEING THE SAME LANDS AS DE-
SCRIBED IN O/R BOOK 32, PAGE 197, PUBLIC 
RECORDS OF BAKER COUNTY, FLORIDA.

COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 18458 Noah Rauler-
son Road, Sanderson, FL  32087

Attorney file number: 12-02792

has been filed against you and you are re-
quired to serve a copy of your written de-
fense, if any, to it on Pendergast & Morgan, 
P.A., the Plaintiff’s attorney, whose address is 
115 Perimeter Center Place, South Terraces 
Suite 1000, Atlanta, Georgia 30346, within 
thirty (30) days of the first publication. Please 
file the original with the Clerk of this Court ei-
ther before service on the Plaintiff’s attorney 
or immediately thereafter; otherwise a default 
will be entered against you for the relief de-
manded in the Complaint.

WITNESS my hand and seal of this Court at Mac-
Clenny , Florida, on the 13th day of December, 2012. 

Al Fraser
As Clerk, Circuit Court
Baker County, Florida

By: Tabitha Wilson
As Deputy Clerk

If you are a person with a disability who needs 
any accommodation in order to participate in this 
proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the 
provision of certain assistance.  Please contact the ADA 
Coordinator at (352) 337-6237, at least 7 days before 
your scheduled court appearance.  If you are hearing or 
voice impaired, please call 711.  If you are deaf or hard 
of hearing and require an ASL interpreter or an assisted 
listening device to participate in a proceeding, please 
contact Court Interpreting at interpreter@circuit8.org.

Jean C. Zabin
Florida Bar # 418439
Pendergast & Morgan, P.A.
115 Perimeter Center Place
South Terraces Suite 1000
Atlanta, GA   30346
Telephone: 678-534-3844

12/20-27c

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that JANICE BUFFING-

TON the holder of the following certificate has filed said 
certificate for a tax deed to be issued thereon.  The cer-
tificate number and year of issuance, the description of 
the property and the names in which it was assessed 
are as follows:

CERTIFICATE NO: 09-00947  
YEAR OF ISSUANCE: 2009

DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY:  A part of Section 
8, Township 3 South, Range 22 East, Baker County, 
Florida, more particularly described as follows:  Com-
mence at the NW comer of said Section 8 and thence 
N 89°21’08” E, along the North line of the NW 114 of 
said Section 8 a distance of 2316.84 feet; thence S 
0°27’02” E, 40.00 feet to a point on the South right of 
way line of County Road No. 23-A (A.K.A. Woodlawn 
Road) and the Point of Beginning; thence N 89°21’08” 
E, along said South right of way line, 367.06 feet to 
the Point of Curve of a curve concave to the South and 
having a radius of 369.26 feet and a central angle of 
39°00’52” and being subtended by a chord having a 
bearing of S 71°08’26” E and a chord length of 246.61 
feet; then c Southeasterly along the arc of said curve 
an arc distance of 251.44 feet to the Point of Tangency 
of said curve; thence S 51°38’00” E, still along said 
South right of way line, 150.56 feet to a concrete 
monument, LS 1380, marking the NW comer of lands 
recorded in Official Records Book (ORB) 1997 page 
6393 of the Official Records of Baker County, Florida; 
thence S 01°32’36” W, along the West line of said ORB 
1997, page 6393, a distance of349.94 feet to a con-
crete monument marking the SW comer of said lands; 
thence S 88°30’45” E, along the monumented South 
line of said ORB 1997 page 6393, a distance of200.00 
feet to the West right of way line of State Road No. 121, 
as currently established (said point being 60 feet West 
of the Surveyed centerline of said State Road No. 121 
as per Florida Department of Transportation right of 
way map dated May 9, 1972); thence S 01°33’00” W, 
along said right of way line, 90.89 feet to the North line 
of the SW 114 of the NW 114 of the NE 1/4 of said Sec-
tion 8 as re-established from a previous survey by L. 
D. Bradley and Associates, dated September 20, 1966; 
thence S 89°32’20” W, along said North line, 572.57 
feet to a concrete monument marking the NW comer 
of said SW 114 of the NW 1/4 of the NE 1/4; thence 
S 00°25’23” E, along the monumented West line of 
said SW 1/4 of the NW 1/4 of the NE 1/4, a distance 
of664.07 feet to a concrete monument marking the SW 
comer of the NW 1/4 of the  NE 1/4 of said Section 8; 
thence S 89°18’37” W, along the South line of the NE 
1/4 ofthe  NW 114 of said Section 8 as monumented, 
226.81 feet to the SE  comer of lands described in 
Deed Book 5, page 285 of the Official Records of Baker 
County, Florida, and also known as Evergreen Cem-
etery; thence N 01°32’29” E, along the monumented 
East line of said Deed Book 5, page 285 a distance of 
313.39 feet to a concrete monument marking the NE 
comer of said lands; thence N 89°54’33” W, along the 
monumented North line of said lands, 112.84 feet to 
the West right of way line of a 40 foot wide road right of 
way accessing Evergreen Cemetery and shown on the 
aforementioned survey by L.D. Bradley and Associates; 
thence N 00°27’02” W, along said East right of way 
line, 972.82 feet to the Point of Beginning.  SUBJECT 
TO a lateral ditch easement according to Florida De-
partment of transportation right of way maps for State 
Road N 121.

ALL OF SAID PROPERTY BEING LOCATED IN BAKER 
COUNTY, FLORIDA.

NAME IN WHICH ASSESSED: WOODLAWN GREEN, 
LLC. A Florida limited liability corporation.

Unless such certificate or certificates shall be re-
deemed according to law, the property described here-
in will be sold to the highest bidder at the front door 
of the Baker County Courthouse, Macclenny, Florida on 
THURSDAY MARCH 7, 2013 at 11:00 am.

Dated this 19th  day of December, 2012
AL FRASER

CLERK OF COURT
BAKER COUNTY, FLORIDA

By: Julie B. Combs, Deputy Clerk
12/27-1/17c

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE  
EIGHTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

IN AND FOR BAKER COUNTY, FLORIDA
JUVENILE DIVISION

 CASE NO. 02-2012-DP-13

IN THE INTEREST OF: B.T.  

DOB: 05-20-2011

MINOR CHILD

_______________________________________/

SUMMONS AND NOTICE OF ADVISORY HEARING 
FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS AND 

GUARDIANSHIP

STATE OF FLORIDA:

TO: BRIAN TAYLOR    (address unknown)

WHEREAS a Petition for Termination of Parental 
Rights under oath has been filed in this Court regarding 
the above-referenced child, a copy of which is on file 
with the Clerk of the Court.

YOU ARE HEREBY COMMANDED TO APPEAR 
before the Honorable Joseph M. Williams, Acting 
Circuit Judge, at the Baker County Courthouse, 
Macclenny, Florida, on January 30, 2013, at 9:20 A.M., 
for a Termination of Parental Rights Advisory Hearing.

YOU MUST APPEAR ON THE DATE AND AT THE 
TIME SPECIFIED HEREIN.

******FAILURE TO PERSONALLY APPEAR AT THIS 
ADVISORY HEARING CONSTITUTES CONSENT TO THE 
TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS TO THIS CHILD.  IF 
YOU FAIL TO APPEAR ON THE DATE AND TIME 
SPECIFIED, YOU MAY LOSE ALL LEGAL RIGHTS TO THE 
CHILD NAMED IN THE PETITION ON FILE WITH THE 
CLERK OF THE COURT******

“Pursuant to Sections 39.804(4)(d) and 63.082(6)
(g), Florida Statutes, you are hereby informed of the 
availability of private placement with an adoption entity 
as defined in Section 63.032(3), Florida Statutes.”

WITNESS my hand and seal of this Court at 
Macclenny, Baker County, Florida, on the 6th day of 
December 2012.

  Al Fraser
Clerk of Circuit Court

  By: Judy Rhoden
  Deputy Clerk
Department of Children and Family Services
James Kirkconnell, Esq.
Florida Bar No. 21044
Children’s Legal Services
1250 Andrews Circle
Starke, FL  32091
(904) 964-1566

Under the American with Disabilities Act, if you are 
a person with a disability who needs any 
accommodation in order to participate in this 
proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the 
provision of certain assistance.  Please contact the 
ADA Coordinator at (352) 337-6237, at least 7 days 
before your scheduled court appearance.  If you are 
hearing or voice impaired, please call 711. If you are 
deaf or hard of hearing and require an ASL interpreter 
or an assisted listening device to participate in a 
proceeding, please contact Court Interpreting at 
interpreter@circuit8.org

12/13, 20, 27-1/3/13c

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE EIGHTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT

IN AND FOR BAKER COUNTY, FLORIDA
JUVENILE DIVISION

 CASE NO. 02-2012-DP-13

IN THE INTEREST OF: B.T.  

DOB: 05-20-2011

MINOR CHILD

_______________________________________/

SUMMONS AND NOTICE OF ADVISORY HEARING 
FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS AND 

GUARDIANSHIP

STATE OF FLORIDA:

TO: Rebekah Lee Ray    (address unknown)

WHEREAS a Petition for Termination of Parental 
Rights under oath has been filed in this Court regarding 
the above-referenced child, a copy of which is on file 
with the Clerk of the Court.

YOU ARE HEREBY COMMANDED TO APPEAR 
before the Honorable Joseph M. Williams, Acting 
Circuit Judge, at the Baker County Courthouse, 
Macclenny, Florida, on January 30, 2013, at 9:20 A.M., 
for a Termination of Parental Rights Advisory Hearing.

YOU MUST APPEAR ON THE DATE AND AT THE 
TIME SPECIFIED HEREIN.

******FAILURE TO PERSONALLY APPEAR AT THIS 
ADVISORY HEARING CONSTITUTES CONSENT TO THE 
TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS TO THIS CHILD.  IF 
YOU FAIL TO APPEAR ON THE DATE AND TIME 
SPECIFIED, YOU MAY LOSE ALL LEGAL RIGHTS TO THE 
CHILD NAMED IN THE PETITION ON FILE WITH THE 
CLERK OF THE COURT******

“Pursuant to Sections 39.804(4)(d) and 63.082(6)
(g), Florida Statutes, you are hereby informed of the 
availability of private placement with an adoption entity 
as defined in Section 63.032(3), Florida Statutes.”

WITNESS my hand and seal of this Court at 
Macclenny, Baker County, Florida, on the 6th day of 
December 2012.

  Al Fraser
Clerk of Circuit Court

  By: Judy Rhoden
  Deputy Clerk
Department of Children and Family Services
James Kirkconnell, Esq.
Florida Bar No. 21044
Children’s Legal Services
1250 Andrews Circle
Starke, FL  32091
(904) 964-1566

Under the American with Disabilities Act, if you are 
a person with a disability who needs any 
accommodation in order to participate in this 
proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the 
provision of certain assistance.  Please contact the 
ADA Coordinator at (352) 337-6237, at least 7 days 
before your scheduled court appearance.  If you are 
hearing or voice impaired, please call 711. If you are 
deaf or hard of hearing and require an ASL interpreter 
or an assisted listening device to participate in a 
proceeding, please contact Court Interpreting at 
interpreter@circuit8.org
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE  
EIGHTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

IN AND FOR BAKER COUNTY, FLORIDA
Case No. 02-2012-CP-30

IN RE THE ESTATE OF
ELVIRA D. BRANIGAN,
Decedent.
______________________________________/

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Please take notice of the following estate admin-

istration:
The name of the decedent is Elvira D. Branigan; 

the file number of the estate is 02-2012-CP-30; the 
court is the Circuit Court for the Eighth Judicial Circuit, 
Baker County, Florida, located at 337 E. Macclenny 
Ave., Macclenny, FL, 32063; the personal representa-
tive is E. Barbara Baris, at PO Box 1667, Macclenny, 
FL 32063, who is a member of the Florida Bar; and 
the date of first publication of the notice to creditors is 
December 27, 2012.

You are required to file all claims against the es-
tate with the court within the time provided by law.

MANNIKKO & BARIS
E. Barbara Baris #0894052
P.O. Box 1667
Macclenny, Florida 32063
904 259 4134 phone
800 986 6018 fax
horsenut@greatlaw.net

12/27-1/3c

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE  
EIGHTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

IN AND FOR BAKER COUNTY, FLORIDA
General Jurisdction Division 

Case No.  12000073CA 

Vanderbilt Mortgage and Finance, Inc.
Plaintiff,
vs.
Arandis Dixon, The Unknown Spouse , Heirs, Devisees, 
Grantees, Assignees, Lienors, Creditors, Trustees, and 
All Other Parties Claiming an Interest by, Through, 
Under or Against the Estate of Rosa Marie Dixon, 
Deceased; Unknown Tenant #1; Unknown Tenant #2
Defendants.
_______________________________/

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to a Summary 

Final Judgment of Foreclosure dated October 22, 2012, 
entered in Case No. 12000073CA of the Circuit Court 
of the Eighth Judicial Circuit, in and for Baker County, 
Florida, wherein Vanderbilt Mortgage and Finance, Inc. 
is the Plaintiff and Arandis Dixon, The Unknown Spouse 
, Heirs, Devisees, Grantees, Assignees, Lienors, Credi-
tors, Trustees, and All Other Parties Claiming an Inter-
est by, Through, Under or Against the Estate of Rosa 
Marie Dixon, Deceased; Unknown Tenant #1; Unknown 
Tenant #2 are the Defendants, that I will sell to the 
highest and best bidder for cash at, the east door of 
the courthouse at 339 E. Macclenny Ave, Macclenny, 
FL 32063, beginning at 11:00 AM on the 14th day of 
January, 2013, the following described property as set 
forth in said Final Judgment, to wit:

A LOT BEGINNING ON THE EAST LINE OF THE 
WEST 1/2 OF THE SW 1/4 OF THE NW 1/4 OF 
SECTION 33, TOWNSHIP 2 SOUTH, RANGE 21 
EAST, AT A POINT 660 FEET NORTH OF THE 
SOUTHEAST CORNER OF SAID WEST 1/2 OF 
SW 1/4 OF NW 1/4, THENCE RUN WEST 145 
FEET, THENCE RUN SOUTH 145 FEET, THENCE 
RUN EAST 145 FEET, AND THENCE RUN 
NORTH 145 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGIN-
NING, TOGETHER WITH A 2001 SINGLE-WIDE 
MOBILE HOME, VIN #WHC011155GA.

Dated this 12 day of January 2012.
AL FRASER

AS CLERK OF THE COURT
By: Tabitha Wilson

As Deputy Clerk

If you are a person with a disability who needs any 
accommodation in order to participate in this proceed-
ing, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision 
of certain assistance.  Please contact the ADA Coordi-
nator, Alachua County Courthouse, 201 East University 
Ave., Gainesville, FL 32601 at (352) 337-6237 at least 
7 days before your scheduled court appearance, or im-
mediately upon receiving this notification if the time 
before the scheduled appearance is less than 7 days; if 
you are hearing or voice impaired call 711.

Jessica J. Fagen, Esquire
Brock & Scott PLLC
1501 NW 49th St, Suite 200
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33309
Jessica.Fagen@brockandscott.com

12/20-27c
A, R&R, INC

10525 DUVAL LANE
MACCLENNY, FL 32063
Phone (904) 259-4774 

The following vehicle will be sold at public auc-
tion January 11, 2013 at 10:00 am at A, R&R INC, 
10525 Duval Lane, Macclenny, FL 32063.

1999 Dodge Dakota
VIN # 1B7GG22X7XS274956

2001 Acura 4 Dr
VIN # 19UUA56611A014025

12/27c
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT IN THE 

EIGHTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
IN AND FOR BAKER COUNTY, FLORIDA 

CASE NO: 02-2012-CA-0250
COUNTRY FEDERAL CREDIT UNION, 
Plaintiff, 
vs. 
GREGORY L. BURNSED; DEVON M. BURNSED a/k/a 
DEVON MICHELLE BURNSED; DORRIS BURNSED, 
Individually and as Surviving Widow of Roy Burnsed; 
P & R ELECTRIC, INC.; THOMAS BARBER; MALISSA 
BARBER; DAVIS GOLF CART & SMALL ENGINE REPAIR;  
and UNKNOWN TENANT IN POSSESSION,
Defendants,
_____________________________________/

NOTICE OF ACTION
To:   Dorris Burnsed 
        210 SE Claudia Way 
       Lake City, FL 32025 
       (Last Known Address) 
       (CURRENT ADDRESS UNKNOWN)

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action to foreclose a 
mortgage on the following property in Baker County, 
Florida:

PART OF THE NW 1/4 OF THE NW 1/4 OF 
SECTION 19, TOWNSHIP 2 SOUTH, RANGE 22 
EAST, BAKER COUNTY, FLORIDA, AND BEING 
MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOL-
LOWS: COMMENCE AT THE SE CORNER OF 
SAID NW 1/4 OF THE NW 1/4; THENCE N 89º 
27’ 49” W, ALONG SOUTH LINE OF NW 1/4 OF 
THE NW 1/4 A DISTANCE OF 296.5 FEET TO 
THE POINT OF BEGINNING; THENCE CONTIN-
UE 89º 27’ 49” W ALONG SOUTH LINE A DIS-
TANCE 245.21 FEET; THENCE N 15º 18’ 02” 
W, A DISTANCE OF 255.53 FEET TO A POINT 
ON A CURVE; SAID URVE BEING CONCAVE 
NORTHWESTERLY AND HAVING A RADIUS 
OF 40.0 FEET; THENCE NORTHERLY AROUND 
SAID CURVE AN ARC DISTANCE OF 117.34 
FEET TO THE  POINT OF TANGENCY OF SAID 
CURVE; THENCE S 89º 27’ 49” E, BEING PAR-
ALLEL TO SAID SOUTH LINE A DISTANCE OF 
318.10 FEET; THENCE S 0º 22’ 03” E , BEING 
PARALLEL TO SAID EAST LINE OF SAID NW 
1/4 OF NW 1/4 A DISTANCE OF 325.0 FEET 
TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING. ALSO KNOWN 
AS LOT 12 OF THE NORTH FORTY.

And which postal address is:
6667 North 40 Circle, Macclenny, FL 32063.

TOGETHER WITH 1984 SKYL DOUBLE 
WIDE MOBILE HOME, ID #25630352AT & 
25630352 BT

has been filed against you and you are required to 
servve a copy of your written defenses, if any, to it 
on Mark J. Horne, the Plaintiff’s attorney, whose ad-
dress is 720 Blackstone Building, Jacksonville, Florida, 
32202, within thirty days after the first publication, of 
the Notice of Action, and file the original with the Clerk 
of this Court either before service on the Plaintiff’s at-
torney or immediately thereafter; otherwise a default 
will be entered against you for the relief demanded in 
the Complaint or petition.

Dated on December 20, 2012.
Al Fraser 

Clerk of the Court 
By: Tabitha Wilson 

As Deputy Clerk 
12/27-1/3c

LegaL Notices

Register for your Homestead Exemption
January 1 - March 1 ~  Happy New Year!

Property Appraiser Tim Sweat
259-3191  |  www.bakerpa.com

As another year comes waltzing,
We hope you won’t mind if we cut in
To thank you for all the things you do
Because we couldn’t have done it
Without partners like you!

Country Federal
C R E D I T  U N I O N

602 S. Sixth Street,  Macclenny • 259-6702
9140 CR 229, Sanderson • 259-6702
 100 S. Lima Street, Baldwin • 266-1041
Open 24/7 @ www.countryfcu.com

A motorist pulled over for go-
ing nearly 100 mph on US 90 
near Olustee early on December 
23 turned out to be wanted in two 
counties as an habitual offender 
for driving on a suspended li-
cense.

Jesse Gibson Jr., 29, of Lake 
City initially gave Deputy Daryl 
Mobley a false name when the 
officer stopped the 2008 Chevro-
let the suspect was driving east-
bound about 12:30 am. He had 
clocked the vehicle at 98 mph.

The deputy obtained the driv-
er’s real name from a Florida 
ID and learned he had warrants 
from both Duval and Columbia 
counties for the license offense 
and for resisting police without 
violence.

He was taken to Baker Coun-
ty jail charged with similar of-
fenses, and for driving without 
a seat belt. The vehicle belonged 
to Amy Dobson, 36, also of Lake 
City, who was the sole passenger.

Deputy Mobley said Mr. Gib-
son’s wallet also contained three 
credit cards issued to other 
names, and several bags of cloth-
ing and shoes were in the vehicle. 
One of the receipts had the last 
four numbers of one of the credit 
cards.

Potential charges connected 
to the credit cards are pending 
further investigation.

In other warrant-related ar-
rests:

• Richard Rafuse, 25, of Mac-
clenny was jailed the evening of 
December 22 after Deputy Ja-
cob Satterwhite learned he was 
wanted in Duval County for three 
counts of fraud.

Mr. Rafuse was the driver of 
a Ford Ranger stopped just be-
fore 11 pm on CR 228 for reckless 
driving.

• Deputy Robert Simpkins ar-
rested Marleon Farmer, 24, at 
his residence on Tony Givens 
Rd. north of Sanderson the after-
noon of December 20 on a Baker 
County warrant for failure to pay 
child support.

During a routine body search, 
the deputy said he found a plas-
tic container with crack cocaine 
and a baggie of marijuana. Mr. 
Farmer was also booked on both 
felony and misdemeanor posses-
sion charges.

• Several persons already in 
county jail were arrested on out-
standing warrants: Robert Sand-
ers, 26, of Sanderson, wanted 
in Clay County for failure to pay 
child support; Gregory Sheffield, 
23, of St. George, GA, wanted in 
Charlton County for failure to ap-
pear in court; Kerry Thomas, 48, 
of Glen St. Mary on a Clay Coun-
ty warrant for failure to appear in 
court.

Holiday Hours for
Macclenny City Hall

Please be advised that 
in observance of the

Christmas and 
New Year’s Day Holidays,

Macclenny City Hall 
will be closed on:

 Monday, December 24th 

 Tuesday, December 25th

 & Tuesday, January 1, 2013.

Speeding
motorist
wanted in
2 counties

1 Three projects with clear 
impacts to the environment of 
Baker County, all of which drew 
heavy opposition from many 
county residents, comprise the 
top two stories of 2012.

But atop the list are the two 
sand mining proposals still 
pending before regulators, and 
on course to go before the Baker 
County Commission in 2013.

The twin sand mining propos-
als from two different companies 
surfaced in May, sparking wide-
spread concern about associated 
environmental risks — namely 
the local water supply — plus 
traffic  impacts.

Tampa-based Old Castle 
Southern Group applied for per-
mits to withdraw more than 2 
million gallons per day for five 
years from the lower aquifer in 
the southeastern county. Lake 
Wales-based E.R. Jahna made a 
similar withdrawal request in the 
northeastern county.

Both sites have agriculture 
zoning designations, so the com-
panies also need the county com-
mission to approve special ex-
ceptions to its zoning rules that 
generally prohibit mining on 
those lands. 

In June the county commis-
sion tabled consideration of the 
mining plans and scheduled a 
hearing for August. The board 
also approved hiring — at the 
companies’ expense — a third-
party engineer to study the pro-
posals and render an opinion on 
the potential for environmental 
harm.

The engineer, however, was 
unable to reach a definitive con-
clusion by the August hearing 
due to a lack of information pro-
vided to regulators via the per-
mitting process, which remains 
ongoing.

The location of the hearing 
was moved to the courthouse to 
accommodate the large crowd 
expected to attend. 

The stage was set for a final 
decision, but about 45 minutes 
before the commission was to 
vote on the special exceptions 
for sand mining, the companies 
withdrew their applications, an-
gering a number of the project’s 
opponents.

Commissioners have not 
taken up the matter since then, 
but three members of the five-
member panel — James Croft, 
Mark Hartley and Gordon Crews 
— have said publicly they do not 
support the mining plans. The 
other two commissioners, Adam 
Giddens and Jimmy Anderson, 
say they will reserve judgement 
until the matter comes to a vote.

2 The number two story of 
2012 is the demise of a Pennsyl-
vania-based medical waste dis-
posal company’s plan to build 
an incinerator northeast of Mac-
clenny. That project predated the 
sand mining proposals and may 
have soured public opinion on 
future projects with environmen-
tal impacts like the mines.

The plan from Integrated 
Waste Management Systems, 
Inc. became public in March af-
ter The Press learned the compa-
ny had submitted documents to 
the county’s planning and zoning 
office outlining its intentions for 
a roughly 90,000-square-foot 
facility immediately north of the 
Walmart Distribution Center.

But as details of the medical 
waste incinerator were reported 
to readers, a citizen opposition 
group emerged and took to the 
Internet to launch a “No Bio in 
Baker” campaign, a reference 
to the official name of the “Bio-
medical Thermal Reduction Fa-
cility” being floated.

At the project’s first public 
hearing before the Baker County 
Commission in April, residents 
packed the commission’s cham-
bers for two hours. Speaker af-
ter speaker voiced reservations 
about the project, namely that it 
could harm air quality and create 
other nuisances for residents. 

Commissioners delayed vot-
ing on the proposal until a sec-
ond and final public hearing.

The company later asked 
the county commission to defer 
taking any action on a develop-
ment agreement with Integrated 
Waste Management Systems and 
today the proposal appears dead. 
But, it’s also never  been voted up 
or down by commissioners.

3 The arrest of former Mac-

clenny physician Charles Scar-

borough, 76, in late October on 
more than 800 counts of health 
insurance fraud, including one 
count in excess of $50,000, ranks 
third on the top stories of 2012.

For years Dr. Scarborough’s 
South Fifth Street office was 
known as a haven for those seek-
ing prescription pain relief medi-
cation and earlier this month its 
former office manager, Veron-
ica Alford, 42, pleaded no con-
test in circuit court to obtaining 
prescription drugs by fraud and 
received three years on drug of-
fender probation.

The investigation into the doc-
tor’s office began in 2011 when 
authorities identified Dr. Scar-
borough as “a significant pre-
scriber of controlled substances 
in Northeast Florida,” according 
to a statement from the Florida 
Department of Law Enforcement 
released after his arrest.

FDLE reported that investiga-
tors discovered evidence alleged-
ly linking the former Macclenny 
resident to overprescribing med-
ications and allowing unlicensed 
and untrained staff to practice 
medicine.

Charges against three other 
suspects related to prescription 
drug possession and trafficking 
were dropped by prosecutors be-
cause evidence that led to their 
arrest was gathered by the sher-
iff’s office from patient records 
obtained without a warrant or 
patient consent, as required by 
law.

4 Last fall’s election, which 
comes in at number four, went 
well for incumbents.

The election reasserted Sher-
iff Joey Dobson’s overwhelming 
support among county voters. He 
won a fifth term in office with 77 
percent of the vote.

Only one non-incumbent, sec-
ond-time county commissioner 
James Croft, succeeded in 2012 
at the county level.  He occu-
pied the same position in the late 
1980s, too.

Many other incumbents run-
ning for constitutional offices, 
the Macclenny City Commis-
sion and other local posts did not 
draw opposition, however.

Two Democrat county com-
missioners — Mark Hartley and 
Gordon Crews — won re-elec-
tion, but all the commission races 
were relatively close contests.

Formulating a balanced bud-
get that’s less dependent on re-
serve funds (which county offi-
cials expect to be too low to use 
once again) will perhaps be the 
county commission’s toughest 
task in the coming year.

During the current fiscal year, 
the county anticipates using 
more than $2 million in savings 
to balance its spending plans.

Also of note, the county’s voter 
turnout this year at more than 80 
percent was among the highest in 
Florida.

Early voting continued to be 
popular as well. Nearly half of 
all votes cast, 48 percent, arrived 
before election day.

5 Tropical Storm Debby 
in late June took a heavy toll 
on area roadways, bridges and 
homes this year, making it num-
ber five on the top 10.

After a dry spell in the spring 
accompanied by a string of wild 
fires, Tropical Storm Beryl in 
late May dropped an estimated 
5-inches within a few days and 
the rain kept on coming.

Some 15-inches accumulat-
ed over a 30-day period before 
Tropical Storm Debby arrived in 
the region.

County commissioners de-
clared a state of emergency on 
June 26 to make the way for 
federal disaster assistance that 
would follow the storm. In the 
meantime, the county experi-
enced more than 50 roadway 
closures, including a roughly 25-

foot stretch of Cow Pen Road 
that washed away, and some 
47 homes were destroyed by 
flood waters.

National Weather Service 
hydrologist Joel Lanier said the 
areas along the St. Mary’s River 
saw historic flooding in excess of 
35,000 cubic feet per second, or 
25 percent higher than the previ-
ous record set in 1947.

Three bridges on CRs 229, 120 
and 127 were closed due to flood 
damage. Only one, over Greens 
Creek on 229, has been reopened 
thus far thanks to a temporary 
bridge installation that recent-
ly finished (see related story on 
page 12). Construction on the Ce-
dar Creek bridge over 127 is ex-
pected in the spring of 2013.

6 In a verdict that left many 
in the courtroom in stunned  si-
lence, a six-member jury in Oc-
tober acquitted Marshall Mann 
of Sanderson on six counts of 
sexual offenses against minors — 
all cases dating back more than a 
decade.

Mr. Mann, 48, a computer 
technician with the City of Mac-
clenny, still has two lewd and las-
civious molestation cases pend-
ing against him at year’s end. 
They involve two other victims.

The four-day trial that end-
ed October 12 was the culmina-
tion of arduous months of legal 
maneuvering that followed Mr. 
Mann’s arrest in March, 2011. 

Testimony included that of 
his ex-wife and the victim, who 
recounted in explicit details of 
both the acts involved and key 
evidence including subsequent 
marriage counseling sessions.

Two counselors from Jack-
sonville took the stand as well, 
recounting incriminating state-
ments made by the defendant 
and producing a letter written 
by him that in effect affirmed the 
acts took place.

One jury member averred 
later that the jury’s “reasonable 
doubt” stemmed from the de-
fense’s contention that the al-
legations were trumped up by a 
bitter ex-wife in collusion with 
the victim.

Mr. Mann did not take the 
stand.

Prosecutor Ralph Yazdiya said 
he was confident that he present-
ed the facts of the case and the 
laws governing sexual battery 
and molestation to the jury.

One court official, speaking 
off-record, said “They (the jury) 
didn’t hear the same case we 
heard.”

7 In another high-profile 
case, a Macclenny man drew a 
15-year prison sentence for run-
ning over and killing a disabled 
bystander in the west city back in 
April of 2011.

Michael Wayne Washington, 
21, had been in county jail with-
out bond since that night when 
he jumped into his mother’s car 
and ran over Rashard Belford, 
18, while attempting to aim the 
vehicle at another person. The 
incident was rooted in a long-
standing family feud that ignited 
the tempers of neighbors who 
live near the scene at MLK Dr. 
and Minnesota.

A simple memorial now 
stands at the site.

Mr. Belford, who had cerebral 
palsy, was in a crowd of people 
gathered at the corner the eve-
ning of April 11 and was unable 
to move away from the careening 
automobile that then dragged 
him into an adjoining lot.

Mr. Washington pleaded to 

manslaughter, leaving the scene, 
aggravated assault and probation 
violation.

8 As 2012 drew to a close, 
the county’s attention was drawn 
to the death of a 14-year-old girl 
in a traffic accident following the 
annual Lighted Christmas Pa-
rade. The year, nonetheless, saw 
a dramatic drop in the number 
of people killed on Baker County 
roads.

The number was 11 in 2011; 
with five days remaining in 2012, 
it was five.

Jordan Sommise was one of 
three occupants thrown from 
speeding pickup on Claude Har-
vey Rd. the evening of December 
1. Fellow passenger Corey Craig, 
17, was seriously injured.

Two occupants in a van re-
turning to Jacksonville from 
Lake City on Interstate 10 died 
when their vehicle was hit head-
on by a second one heading the 
wrong way in the eastbound lane 
of Interstate 10 at Macclenny.

Virginia Kirk, a 25-year-old 

mother of three, died when her 
vehicle was struck broadside in 
Glen St. Mary the night of March 
29. The driver of the work truck 
that ran a stop sign and slammed 
into her is charged with DUI 
manslaughter.

An 18-month-old girl, Au-
tumn Smith of Glen St. Mary, 
was killed when struck by a pass-
ing car driven by Valorie Ferdon, 
also of Glen, on CR 127 N. last 
January.

Ms. Ferdon was charged in 
July with leaving the scene of an 
accident involving death.

Authorities believe the child 
wandered into the street when 
the collision occurred, but the 
victim’s grandmother, who was 
present the day of the accident, 
said the victim was on the road 
shoulder when hit by Ms. Fer-
don’s veering 2001 Honda.

9 The local real estate mar-
ket continued to feel the effects of 
the Great Recession, but it wasn’t 
all bad news in 2012.

Foreclosures filings surged 
(see related story on page 9), but 
some county realtors said low 
interest rates are driving buyers 
back into the market and build-
ing permits, especially in the City 
of Macclenny, are up this year 
compared to last year.

There were also notable devel-
opments in the commercial real 
estate market with the opening 
of Save-A-Lot’s new store in the 
Crossroads shopping center on 
South Sixth Street and plans for 

a Tractor Supply Co. location just 
south in the former Food Lion 
space vacated early this year.

10 In 2012, the four-year-
old non-profit corporation the 
owns the county jail and leases 
space there for prisoners posted 
its highest earnings since open-
ing in 2009 thanks to sustained 
inmate counts well above 400 
per day.

Federal inmates from Immi-
gration and Customs Enforce-
ment (ICE), the Marshals Ser-
vice and Bureau of Prisons have 
buoyed the Baker Correctional 
Development Corporation’s 
(BCDC) income, but the success 
has also come, in part, due to 
high numbers of local inmates, 
too.

And that means a hefty bill for 
the Baker County Commission. 
The cost for housing its inmates 
has been in the $3-$4 million 
range in recent years. To save 
about $200,000 on the bill this 
fiscal year, the county agreed to 
pay for its prisoners’ accommo-
dations in advance.

That savings, however, 
amounts to just 9 percent of the 
county’s current operating bud-
get deficit, about $2.2 million.

Top
Incinerator, sand mining opposition top news
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Gift wrap benefits youth campers
Teens, including Elizabeth Mosely above, who is putting the finishing touches on a package, wrapped Christmas gifts 
December 21 through 23 to raise funds for Anne Lewis’ (pictured back right) annual leadership camp, Camp S.T.Y.L.E. They 
worked from inside a trailer at the Phantom Fireworks parking lot for the 13th annual event.

qual·i·ty– adj. 
Having a high degree of 

excellence
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Nearly three months ago, Bak-
er County Health Department di-
rector Kerry Dunlavey returned 
to the place where she began 
her career in public health more 
than two decades ago — the Du-
val County Health Department’s 
tuberculosis program.

This year, however, she wasn’t 
part of a routine prevention pro-
gram. She was asked to be the 
deputy incident commander of 
the TB outbreak largely among 
Jacksonville’s homeless popula-
tion.

“I think the reason they picked 
me is because I started my public 
health career at the Duval Coun-
ty Health Department in the TB 
program in 1989. They knew of 
my experience in TB and that’s 
really an asset to be the incident 
commander,” said Ms. Dunlavey 
last week, when the Florida De-
partment of Health announced 
the move.

Ms. Dunlavey is set to take 
over as incident commander 
January 1, replacing Dr. Bonnie 
Sorensen, who was installed as 
the interim director of the Du-
val County Health Department 
and incident commander of the 
TB outbreak after former direc-
tor Dr. Bob Harmon resigned in 
the wake of news reports that his 
agency failed to notify the pub-
lic about the sometimes deadly 
and contagious bacteria strain 
that killed about a dozen people 
and infected dozens more since 
2008.

The public and key decision 
makers, including state legisla-
tors and Governor Rick Scott, 
who ordered the closing of a TB 
hospital in Latana, FL last spring 
that treated difficult TB cases, 
were not made aware of the out-
break until last June. That was  
after The Palm Beach Post un-
covered a report from the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 
started asking questions and re-
questing public records from the 
Florida Department of Health re-
garding the outbreak.

Dr. Sorensen was heading up 

the Volusia County Health De-
partment before she was called 
upon to contain the outbreak in 
Jacksonville.

The state department said last 
week the interim director would 
be replaced by Dr. Dawn Alli-
cock, who is the current director 
of the St. Johns County Health 
Department.

The incident commander as-
signment for Ms. Dunlavey is 
temporary, she said. She will 
return to her directorship at the 
Baker County Health Depart-
ment, perhaps in “a couple of 
months, maybe sooner.”

“I have not abandoned Baker 
County,” said Ms. Dunlavey, add-
ing that she’s stayed in close con-
tact with the office’s department 
heads by phone and e-mail.

“These are professional peo-
ple. That’s a sign of a good health 
department — the director can 
assist elsewhere and everything 
just keeps going and going well,” 
she said. “They’re just a great 
staff.”

Still, he said, she’s commit-
ted to coming to Baker County, 
in person, once a week going for-
ward.

Since July, the TB outbreak re-
sponse in Jacksonville, which has 
largely focused on the homeless 
population, has identified about 
2100 “high priority” people, who 
may have come into contact with 
the TB strain that first appeared 
in a patient at a residential men-
tal health facility in 2008. Ms. 
Dunlavey said the effort has lo-
cated and tested 76 percent of the 
people on that list.

“Some are deceased, some are 
out of the state, some have gone 
to other Florida counties, and a 
small percentage we can’t find 
and we’re looking for them,” she 
said. “They’ve really done a phe-
nomenal job of getting all these 
people tested.”

The testing and treatment ef-
fort has confirmed 29 cases of 
TB, including one in Baker Coun-
ty. That person, Ms. Dunlavey 
said, arrived here from Duval 
County, has finished treatment 
and is fine.

“I’ve enjoyed it,” she said of 
her role in the TB response, “but 
I miss Baker County.”

The Lord’s Church
Intersection of CR 125 & 250 in Taylor •• 259-8353

Sunday school ~ 10:00 am
Sunday service ~ 11:00 am
Wednesday night Bible Study ~ 6:30 pm
Family style dinner ~ 1st Sunday of the month
following service

‘A church alive is worth the drive!’
Pastor Bobby 

& Faye Gri�  n

Sanderson 
Congregational 
Holiness Church

CR 127 N., Sanderson, FL
Sunday School 10:00 am

Morning Worship 11:00 am
Sunday Evening Worship 6:00 pm
Wed. Evening Prayer Serv. 7:30 pm
Pastor: Oral E. Lyons

The Road
to Calvary

Corner of Madison & Stoddard
Glen St. Mary

Rev. Tommy & Doris Anderson
Youth Director Rebecca Lauramore

Phone: 904-259-2213
Sunday School: . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 am
Sunday Morning Service . . . .11:00 am
Sunday Evening Service  . . . . . 6:00 pm
Wednesday Night . . . . . . . . . . 7:30 pm

Welcome
First Baptist Church

of Sanderson
CR 229 S., Sanderson FL

Sunday School  . . . . . . . 10:00 am
Sun. Morning Worship . 11:00 am
Sun. Evening Worship  . . 6:00 pm
Wed. Eve. Bible Study  . . 7:00 pm

Everyone welcome!

New Hope Church, Inc.
23-A to Lauramore Rd.  

& Fairgrounds Rd.

Sunday 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m. 
Children’s Church 11:00 a.m. 
Evening Services 6:00 p.m. 

Wednesday 
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.

Pastor J. C. Lauramore 
welcomes all

Calvary Baptist Church
Pastor Donnie E. Williams, Sr.

Sunday School 10:00 am
Preaching Service 11:00 am
Sunday Night Service 6:00 pm
Wednesday Service 7:00 pm

523 North Boulevard W.
a few blocks north of Hwy. 90 in Macclenny

www.calvarybaptistmacclenny.com •• 259-4529

Mt. Zion N.C.
Methodist Church
121 North † 259-4461

Macclenny, FL
Pastor Tim Cheshire

Sunday School 9:45 am
Sunday Morning Worship 11:00 am
Sunday Evening Worship 6:00 pm
Wednesday Prayer Service 7:00 pm

Jesus answered, "Verily, verily I 
say unto thee, except a man be 
born of water and of the Spirit, 
he cannot enter into the king-

dom of God." John 3:5

DINKINS NEW
CONGREGATIONAL

METHODIST CHURCH
CR 127 N. of Sanderson

Sunday School 10:00 am
Sunday Morning Service 11:00 am
Sunday Night Service 6:00 pm
Wed. Night  Service 7:30 pm

Pastor Allen Crews
Assistant Pastor Timothy Alford

MACCLENNY
CHURCH OF CHRIST

573 S. 5th St. 259-6059
Sunday Bible Study 9:45 am
Fellowship 10:30 am - 11:00 am

Worship Services
11:00 am

Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Minister

Sam F. Kitching

Glen St. Mary, Florida
1/2 mile South of I-10 on CR 125,
right on Nursery Road the historic 

Budder Mathis House

9:00 am Adult Sunday School
10:00 am Sunday Worship/

Holy Communion
7:00 pm Wednesday Study/

Holy Communion

Saint Peter’s
in the Glen

ANGLICAN CHURCH

Christian Fellowship Temple
Connecting > Growing > Serving

David Thomas-Senior Pastor   Tim Thomas- Associate Pastor
Gary Crummey-Youth Pastor

Looking for a place to plug in?

Join us this week!
There’s something for every age!

Sundays
Sunday School- 10:00 am

Sunday Worship- 11:00 am
Evening Worship- 6:00 pm

Wednesdays
Wednesday Worship- 7:00 pm

We’re located at 251 W. Ohio Ave.
Macclenny, FL

Offi ce: 904-259-3548

Check us out on the web!
www.christianfellowshiptemple.com

FRIDAY BINGO!
Starting January 11

Large game package $15; half package $12 (fi rst 90 days)
Early bird games 6:30 pm — Regular bingo 7:00 pm

St. Mary’s Catholic Church Parish Hall
U.S. 90 West, Macclenny

904-434-6444 with questions

Fun, laughter, fellowship for everyone!

Treatment rooms are private and confi dential.

Happy New Year to your family from ours!

653-3333 • 571 S. 6th Street
Derrick Carter, D.M.D.

Wishing you every happiness
in the new year!

From all of us to all of you, go our best wishes 
along with our thanks for your valued patronage. 
We look forward to serving you again next year.

Melissa Taylor, R.D.H.
Dr. Carter, D.M.D

Ashley Carter, Dental Assistant/Offi ce

To all our good friends far and near,

go our best wishes for a wonderful year.  

Thinking Of You At Year’s End

250 N. Lowder St., Macclenny
259-5700
www.ferreirafuneralservices.com

130 North 4th Street
Macclenny | 259-2261
www.nefcom.net

With best wishes and thanks
from the whole bunch.

We value your business and hope
to serve you again, soon.

As 2012 winds down, we’d 
like to thank everyone 
who spent time with us 
this past year and wish you 
immeasurable success in the 
year ahead.

Baker County
Chamber of Commerce

From the Board of Directors 
& Staff

www.bakerchamberfl.com

Weir Barton Sr.
dies December 22

Weir Stewart Barton Sr., 64, of 
Sanderson died on December 22, 
2012 at the VA Medical Center 
in Gaines-
ville. He was 
born in Glen 
St. Mary 
on Novem-
ber 1, 1948 
to the late 
Martin 
Barton Jr. 
and Mary 
Griffith 
Barton, and 
was a life-
long resi-
dent of Bak-
er County. He was a longtime 
member of Faith Baptist Church 
where he served as a deacon 
for forty years. He served in the 
United States Marine Corps and 
retired as a corrections officer 
from Florida State Prison af-
ter 30 years of employment and 
more recently was employed by 
Northeast Florida State Hospital 
as a security officer for over four 
years.

Mr. Barton enjoyed hunting 
and was deeply committed to the 
bus ministry at his church. He 
was preceded in death by his sis-
ter Schere Barton.

He is survived by his loving 
wife Barbara Lee Barton of Sand-
erson; children Weir Stewart 
(Barbara) Barton Jr. of Glen St. 
Mary, Tiffany (Chris) Blizzard  
and Rhoda (Justin) Treadwell of 
Macclenny; brothers Isaac (Di-
ane) Holt of Pavo, GA, Martin 
(Rochelle) Barton III of Colora-
do Springs, CO, George (Linda) 
Barton of Sanderson and Clyde 
(Joann) Barton of Colorado 
Springs; sisters Regina (Lonnie) 
Bryant of Taylor and Seleeba 
(Jimmy) Morris of Jacksonville; 
grandchildren Natalee Barton 
and Jax Blizzard.

The funeral service for Mr. 
Baton will be held on Friday, De-
cember 28 at 11 am at his church 
with Pastor Torran Dismuke of-
ficiating. Interment will follow at 
Macedonia Cemetery. The fam-
ily will receive friends on Thurs-
day December 27 from 6-8 pm 
at the church. In lieu of flowers, 
memorials may be made to Faith 
Baptist Church building fund. V. 
Todd Ferreira Funeral Services 
of Macclenny was in charge of ar-
rangements.

Weir Barton Sr.

James Lawrence,
the father of locals

James E. Lawrence Sr., 76, of 
Frankfort, Indiana died on De-
cember 13, 2012 at his home. He 
was born on January 16, 1936 
in Geneva County, Alabama to 
John D. and Effie May (Brooks) 
Lawrence and married Barbara 
Fleenor on December 27, 1979 
in Kingson, GA. He served in the 
U.S. Navy aboard an amphibious 
assault personnel carrier from 
1952-55 during the Korean War. 
Mr. Lawrence worked 45 years 
for Miller Pipeline Construction 
as superintendent and foreman, 
and retired in 1998. He was a 
member of the Local 103 Operat-
ing Engineers Union.

He is survived by wife Bar-
bara; sons James E. (Angela) 
Lawrence Jr. of Macclenny and 
Jerry D. (fiancé Jennifer Bailey) 
Lawrence of Frankfort; daugh-
ter Tammy Lynn (Charles) Ross 
of Macclenny; step-sons Timo-
thy Brough of Pekin, IN and Ir-
vin Brough Jr. of Clearwater, FL; 
step-daughter Jackqueline (Jim) 
Thornton of Paoli, IN and six 
brothers. Mr. Lawrence was pre-
ceded in death by son Ricky Lee, 
one brother and two sisters.

The funeral service was held 
at noon on Monday, December 
17 at Archer Weston Funeral 
Home in Frankfort. Interment 
was in Green Lawn Mausoleum 
in Frankfort.

Faye McCollum
dies December 19

Sylvia Faye McCollum of 
Macclenny died on Wednesday, 
December 19, at her residence 
following 
a lengthy 
illness. 
She was a 
homemaker 
and enjoyed 
working 
in her gar-
den, fishing 
and found 
a sense of 
peace in 
taking care 
of her fam-
i l y  a n d 
friends. She was the wife of the 
late Calvin Grant “Mac” McCol-
lum and was preceded in death 
by parents Herbert and Eva Mae 
Crews Harris and her sister Elo-
ise Harris Crews. She was born in 
Jacksonville and resided in Mac-
clenny all of her life.

Mrs. McCollum is survived by 
sons Randy Long, Ronnie (Jill) 
Long and Ricky Long, all of Bak-
er County; step-son Char (Deb-
bie) McCollum of Jacksonville; 
grandchildren Dawson Allen 
Long, Jordan Zoe Long and Lac-
ey Lee King; sister Linda (Jim) 
Pifer and brother Herbert (Sher-
ry) Harris Jr., both of Glen St. 
Mary; nieces and nephews and 
her pet companion Lizzie.

The funeral service was held 
at 3 pm Saturday, December 22 
at Sanderson Congregational 
Holiness Church with Rev. Da-
vid Thomas officiating, assisted 
by Rev. Justin Griffis. Inter-
ment was at South Prong Cem-
etery, Sanderson. Guerry Fu-
neral Home of Macclenny was in 
charge of arrangements.

Faye McCollum

Mike Yarbrough
dies December 21

Michael Vincent Yarbrough, 
68, of Kernersville, N.C. died 
on Friday, December 21, 2012 
at Forsyth 
Medical 
Center in 
Winston-
Salem. He 
was born on 
January 21, 
1944 in Tay-
lor to Henri-
etta L. Yar-
brough and 
the late Roy 
Yarbrough.

Michael 
was a proud 
graduate of 
the University of Florida where 
he received a PhD in philosophy 
and a master’s degree in linguis-
tics. He most recently taught phi-
losophy and Southern literature 
at Wake Forest University. Mi-
chael loved cycling, fishing, hik-
ing and gardening.

In addition to his mother he 
is survived by wife Kathleen Ann 
Sumrall Yarbrough of Kerner-
sville; sisters Ruby (Bill) Barg 
and Janie (Mike) Dennard,  all of 
Macclenny; nephews Brent Den-
nard of Macclenny and George 
Barg of Jacksonville; niece Ju-
dith Perez of Colorado Springs, 
CO; sister-in-law Shelley Bies-
senberger of Walkertown.

A memorial service will be 
conducted at a later date. Hay-
worth Miller Kernersville Chapel 
was in charge of arrangements.

Mike Yarbrough

In loving memory of 
Sheila M. Kennedy

(Little Bit)
1965-2006

It has been six years since 
God called you home on Christ-
mas Day to be with Him in your 
heavenly home. We love you 
and miss you so much. You left 
a big hole in our hearts when 
the Lord called you home to be 
with Him on Christmas morn-
ing.

Merry Christmas sweet-
heart, until we meet in Heaven.

Love you aLways,
MoM and faMiLy

In loving memory of 
Dorothy Mae Malloy

(Mema)
02/28/1923-12/26/2010

These past two years seem 
so long without you here by 
our sides. We love you and miss 
you.

Mark, MeLissa, Chase,
MiCheLLe and Courtney

Thanks so much
The family of Castile Farmer 

Williams of Margaretta would 
like to thank everyone for your 
kindness, cards, phone calls and 
expressions of sympathy and 
love shown us during our be-
reavement. Special thanks for El-
der Joe Ruise, Elder Armstrong 
and the Church of God by Faith 
in Sanderson. May God continue 
to bless each of you.

The Farmer and Williams family

JOel addingtOn 
news editOR  

reporter@bakercountypress.com

The year 2012 has been a 
banner year for mortgage fore-
closures in Baker County with 
roughly 3 percent of all housing 
units falling into foreclosure so 
far this year.

The latest monthly statistics 
from the foreclosure database 
firm RealtyTrac shows a similar 
trend throughout Florida with 
29,612 foreclosure filings in No-
vember, or roughly one in every 
300 housing units.

It marked the third consecu-
tive month the state has led the 
nation in foreclosures.

Baker County, meanwhile, 
saw 21 foreclosures last month, 
all by banks or mortgage services 
firms, according to court records. 
That’s about one in every 314 
homes.

Baker County had 19 mortgage 
foreclosures in October, up from 
seven in September. August, 
however, had 28 filings, though 
three were filed by individuals, 
not financial institutions.

While that may not sound like 
many foreclosures, compared to 
totals in recent years, there was 

an avalanche in 2012 with 193 
filings through last week. That’s 
about one in every 34 homes in 
the county, and 77 percent of all 
residences here are homesteads.

There were just 94 foreclo-
sures filed last year, 167 in 2010 
and 83 in 2009, shortly after the 
financial crisis rocked the nation 
in summer and fall of 2008.

The pace of foreclosure filings 
has remained relatively steady 
throughout 2012, beginning in 
and ending the year with roughly 
twice as many filings as the previ-
ous year.

When will it end?
University of North Florida 

economist Paul Mason said un-
employment and adjustable rate 
mortgages that were more com-
mon before the housing crisis hit 
have been driving foreclosures 
up this year.

“There were lots of mortgages 
with five-year anniversaries for 
rate increases that came due this 
year,” said Mr. Mason. “In addi-
tion lots of houses are still under-
water and many people are un-
employed or under employed so 
they are having trouble meeting 
obligations.”

RealtyTrac also reported that 
default notices, auctions and 

bank repossessions in Florida 
increased 20 percent last month 
compared to the same month last 
year.

That’s expected to keep home 
prices low for the next two years 
as banks and other lenders sell 
off an abundance of foreclosed 
properties. It takes the average 
foreclosure some two years to 
work its way through the court 
system, the firm estimates.

That process tends to be 
quicker in Baker County and 
elsewhere in the 8th Judicial Cir-
cuit, according to County Judge 
Joey Williams.

He said recently that the 
state’s funding of a mortgage 
foreclosure backlog initiative 
has paid dividends in the circuit, 
which includes

Baker, Bradford, Union, Ala-
chua, Gilchrist and Levy coun-
ties.

“Of all the 20 circuits, the 8th 
Circuit is I think twice as effi-
cient as the next closest circuit,” 
he told state legislators in early 
December while urging them 
to continue funding the pro-
gram. “... It’s shows the coop-
eration of the clerks office and 
the court system to move these 
things along. Because it’s bad 

to have the foreclosure crisis to 
start with, but it’s worse when it’s 
compounded by stagnation in the 
court system. Property values are 
being affected, its’ a public safety 
and health concern and it blights 
neighborhoods.”

The country as a whole expe-
rienced a year-over-year decline 
in foreclosure activity in Novem-
ber, dropping 19 percent, Real-
tyTrac’s data shows. But Florida 
has proven to be one of the worst 
hit parts of the nation.

Seven of RealtyTrac’s top 
10 metropolitan areas with the 
highest foreclosure rates are in 
the Sunshine State. The Jackson-
ville area ranked 4th on the list 
with one in every 253 housing 
units succumbing to foreclosure 
in November.

JOel addingtOn 
news editOR  

reporter@bakercountypress.com

Teachers and other employees 
of the Baker County School Dis-
trict received high marks on the 
state’s revamped performance 
evaluation system that takes into 
account student performance.

In fact, Baker County had the 
highest percentages of person-
nel rated “highly-effective” in the 
seven-county region of northeast 
Florida.

The new performance evalu-
ations, which were mandated as 
part of the 2011 education re-
forms contained in the Student 
Success Act or SB 736, rates 
teachers, non-instructional staff 
like librarians and principals 
with four designations: highly ef-
fective, effective, needs improve-
ment or unsatisfactory.

Those rated unsatisfactory for 
two consecutive years, or two out 
of three years, face termination if 
deficiencies are not corrected.

According to performance 
evaluation results released by the 
Florida Department of Education 
earlier this month, 83.9 percent 
of Baker County’s teachers were 
labeled highly effective, 12.5 per-
cent were deemed effective and 
2.6 percent, or eight teachers, got 
needs improvement.

Another teacher was given a 
special needs improvement des-
ignation reserved for teachers 
within their first three years on 
the job. Twenty-eight teachers, 
or 8.3 percent, were not evalu-
ated.

Baker County’s proportion of 
highly effective teachers topped 
those in St. Johns (33.8%), Brad-
ford (6.8%), Union (9.1%), Clay 
(69.4%), Nassau (45.9%) and 
Duval (8.1%) counties; though 
they all had higher shares of “ef-
fective” teachers.”

But Susan Voorhees, the dis-
trict’s director of accountability 
and special programs, warns that 
comparing school districts is not 
appropriate because the mod-
els used for evaluations varying 
widely across the state.

“I can’t put much weight in 
the statewide data because I have 
reason to believe that no two 
models are the same,” she said.

Though the new law requires 
that half of the evaluation come 
from student performance data, 
Ms. Voorhees said the state al-
lowed districts to use many mod-
els for the remainder of the eval-
uation, including hybrid models.

Angela Callahan, president 
of the local teacher’s union, was 
pleased by the large percentage 
of highly effective teachers here, 
she remains skeptical of the re-
sults, too.

“Baker County did very well,” 
said Ms. Callahan. “But I think 
that as far as process goes, it’s a 
work in progress ... The way the 
scores are figured, there have 
been numerous discrepancies 
throughout the state. I can’t say 
I trust these scores.”

Under the new law, which 
drastically changes how teach-
ers are evaluated and paid, 50 
percent of annual teacher eval-
uations reflect their students’ 
growth in FCAT scores over three 
years, including a “value-added” 
calculation.

A state formula predicts a stu-
dents growth based on previous 
performance and measures their 
outcomes compared to the pro-
jection. Any growth above the 
projection is attributed to the 
teacher’s added value.

The remaining 50 percent of 
the evaluation reflects teacher 
performance in the classroom as 
observed by principals or other 
administrators using state guide-
lines.

Baker County used a model 
from the state that incorporates 
41 elements including establish-
ing classroom routine, engaging 
students in “cognitively complex 
tasks” and demonstrating witti-
ness, intensity and enthusiasm.

Ms. Callahan said those teach-
ing subjects for which there are 
no FCAT tests to measure stu-
dent growth, like social studies, 
the student growth portion of 
their evaluations are based on 

the average testing results for 
students at their school.

“Is that fair? Is that not fair? 
We have a long way to go on 
that,” she said. “These scores 
don’t mean much to us because 
it’s a trial year and nobody really 
knew what they were doing, and 
no money was attached.”

Pay for performance

The new evaluation system is 
linked to performance pay provi-
sions in the Student Success Act 
for teachers deemed highly effec-
tive and effective.

Beginning July 1, 2014, exist-
ing teachers can enter the perfor-
mance pay system to be eligible 
for raises tied to their evaluation 
results, which in turn are partly 
based on student performance.

However, those raises must 
exceed the highest raises avail-
able for teachers who choose to 
remain in the traditional, senior-
ity-based “step” salary schedule.

Under the Student Success 
Act, teachers hired after that date 
will go into the performance pay 
system and teachers who transfer 
to new districts will be placed in 
the system as well.

The new law also phases out 
teacher tenure.

All teachers hired after July 1, 
2011 were placed on annual con-
tracts subject to renewal or ter-
mination each year, while those 
already teaching on that date 
were able to keep so-called pro-
fessional service contracts (ten-
ure) not subject to such scrutiny.

Ms. Callahan said she fears the 
performance pay system could 
turn teachers against each other 
because they may be competing 
for a limited amount of money 
allocated for performance-based 
raises, which could in turn hin-
der cooperation among teachers.

She suggested teachers with 
good ideas for increasing stu-
dent achievement may keep 
those strategies secret for fear 
there won’t be enough cash to go 
around if fellow teachers are also 
successful at raising student per-

formance.
“Once money’s involved, it will 

change the scope of things,” said 
Ms. Callahan, a teacher at West-
side Elementary School. “We’ll 
have to sit down and make sure 
everything is as fair as possible.”

Non-teachers and admin-
istrators

Those working in education, 
but outside the classroom set-
ting, are also subject to the new 
evaluation methods and perfor-
mance-based compensation.

Half of their evaluations are 
drawn from three years of stu-
dent performance on FCAT ex-
ams and half on job performance 
measures, like recruiting and re-
taining effective and highly effec-
tive teachers.

And similar to the evalu-
ation results for teachers, an 
overwhelming portion of those 
employees in the Baker County 
school district — 93.9 percent — 
earned highly effective ratings.

Only two in the non-teacher 
category, or 6.1 percent, were rat-
ed effective and none were given 
the needs improvements rating.

Results from other counties in 
the region: 

• Bradford County had 80% 
effective and 20% needs im-
provement;

• Union County had 17.6% 
highly effective and 82.4% effec-
tive;

• Clay County had 87.3% high-
ly effective and 12.7% effective; 

• Nassau County had 73.2% 
highly effective and 26.8% effec-
tive; 

• St. Johns County had 38.1% 
highly effective and 60.6% effec-
tive; and 

• Duval County had 2.5% high-
ly effective and 93.6% effective.

Ms. Voorhees expects in the 
future the state will align how all 
district’s evaluate the personnel, 
which would make district com-
parisons more valid.

“We do feel eventually the 
state will take the lead on this,” 
she said.

84% get ‘highly effective’ rating

3 percent of all houses in foreclosure

Goes on leave
for TB position 

PreSS cLASSIfIeDS 
ONLY

$6.00 cash/check

  Deadline monday at 5:00
The Baker CounTy Press

COPIES
Black & white/Full color
The Office Mart

110 South Fifth St.

Check it out...
bakercountypress.com

We publish
obituaries & pictures

Free!
thank you – $6.00

(for 50 words)

Bring your 
invitation kit 
and let us  
do the work

The Office Mart 
110 S. 5th Street 

259 – 3737

Spend 75¢ to buy The Baker County Press &

SAVE OVER $100/WEEK!  
with coupons, sales & classified ads, and insert papers
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The Baker County Press

Call 904-259-2400
Hours to place, correct or cancel ads: 
Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
The Baker County Press
P.O. Box 598, Macclenny, FL 32063

DEADLINES

BY E-MAIL
classifieds@bakercountypress.com

BY wEBSITE
www.bakercountypress.com

Placement, correction or cancellation of 
classified ads may be done by phone, 

e-mail or in person anytime before 
Monday at 5 p.m. for publication on the 

following Thursday.

TO PLACE AN AD...
BY PHONE BY MAIL

Class i fied ads and no tic es must be paid in 
advance, and be in our office no lat er than 
4:00 pm the Monday preceding pub  li ca tion, 
unless otherwise arranged in advance. Ads 
can be mailed provided they are accompa-
nied by payment and instructions. They 
should be mailed to: Class i fied Ads, The Bak-
er County Press, P.O. Box 598, Mac clen ny, FL 
32063. We can not assume responsibility for 
ac curacy of ads or notices given over the 
telephone. Li a  bil i ty for errors in all advertis-
ing will be limited to the first publication only. 
If after that time, the ad continues to run 
without notification of error by the person or 
agen cy for whom it was pub lish ed, then that 
party as sumes full payment re spon sibility. 
The Baker County Press reserves the right to 
refuse advertising or any oth er mate ri al 
which in the opinion of the publisher does 
not meet standards of publication. 

Large China cabinet, TV, table and chairs 
and other items. 904-874-7860. 12/27p
Got leaves? We will vacuum and remove 
your leaves; a little or a lot. Licensed and 
insured. 904-591-2640. 12/13-1/3/13c
Extended holiday hours at the Franklin 
Mercantile. Now open Thursdays through 
Saturdays, 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Plen-
ty of adorable handcrafted ornaments, 
ready to personalize while you shop.  
Railroad crossing in Glen. 259-6040.
 11/29tfc
Artists. Oils, acrylics, water colors, 
Canvas es, draw ing pads and much more. 
On sale now. The Of fice Mart, 110 S. Fifth 
Street, 259-3737.  tfc
Headstones, double and single, ready to 
go; must see; beautiful. 904-874-7860.
 12/27p
Camille Beckman hand cream, Root 
candles, unique gift items. Southern 
Charm 110 S. 5th Street. 259-4140.
 4/28tfc
Horse bedding material, shavings and 
saw dust, dry. Delivery available. 259-
2900. 3/22tfc
Office Supplies, printer and fax cartridg-
es,  rubber stamps and much more. We 
specialize in hard to find items. The Office 
Mart, 110 S. 5th Street. 259-3737. 4/28tfc 
Seasoned firewood. $80, ½ cord. Deliv-
ered and stacked. Call Bruce 904-838-
3130. 11/1-12/27p
We install 6” seamless gutters.  Pres-
sure washing. 259-7335.                   8/11tfc

Miscellaneous
Alcoholics anonymous meetings Monday 
and Friday at 8 pm. Call Wanda 904-994-
7750. 209 Macclenny Ave.  3/1-12/27p
Earning money for first car and college 
books. Experienced in yard work, garage 
cleaning, animal care and total car detail-
ing (using my supplies). Call/text for more 
information. 904-586-5707. 12/27p
REWARD-$500 for any information lead-
ing to an arrest on stolen frontend clip of 
4200 International truck. Truck was sitting 
off Woodlawn Road and I-10. 904-521-
1506. 12/20tfc
Junk cars, trucks, campers, travel trail-
ers. Give me a call at 904-307-2460.
 12/13-1/3/13p

auToMobiles
1998 Dodge Ram 1500. 4 wheel drive; 
113,000 miles. $3750. 386-234-0029. 
 12/6-27p 

Dogs: all types from puppies to adults. 
Animal Control, $65 adoption fees will ap-
ply. 259-6786.  11/20tfc

help wanTed
Notice to readers:

The newspaper often publishes classified 
advertising on subjects like work-at-home, 
weight loss products, health products. 
While the newspaper uses reasonable 
discretion in deciding on publication of 
such ads, it takes no responsibility as to 
the truthfulness of claims. Respondents 
should use caution and common sense 
before sending any money or making other 
commitments based on statements and/or 
promises; demand specifics in writing. You 
can also call the Federal Trade Commis-
sion at 1-877-FTC-HELP to find out how to 
spot fraudulent solicitations. Remember: if 
it sounds too good to be true, it probably is. 
- The Baker County Press

Roofing sales/foreman needed. Expe-
rience and driver’s license and drug test 
required. 866-959-7663. 12/27-1/17/13p
Drivers: All miles PAID (loaded and 
empty). Home on the weekends. Running 
Class-A CDL flatbed. Lease to own, no 
money down. 888-880-5916. 12/27p
Survey Party Chief,  Survey I-Person, Sur-
vey Rod Person. Jacksonville survey firm 
offers multiple positions.  Party Chiefs with 
5+ years experience in FDOT, land devel-
opment or construction layout required. In-
strument Person with 3+ years experience 
required. Rod Person, entry level, will train.  
Full time; excellent benefits; salary based 
on qualifications. Valid driver’s license re-
quired. EEO, Drug Free workplace. E-mail 
resumes to humanresources@drmp.com.
 12/20-27p
We are currently seeking to hire a dental 
front office professional. Must have dental 
knowledge, strong communication skills, 
and have the ability to work with or learn 
dental software. Please fax resume to 
386-752-3122. 
 12/20-27p
Driver needed once a month for maga-
zine delivery to stores. Call 386-972-3067. 
 12/27p
Diesel Mechanic/Mechanic’s helper 
wanted. Please apply in person at 130 N. 
Lane Ave, Jacksonville. 12/20-27p
Experienced  professional painters 
needed. Must have tools and transporta-
tion to shop. Call Peacock Painting. 259-
5877. 12/6tfc

real esTaTe

Notice to Readers
All real estate advertising in this newspa-
per is subject to the Fair Housing Act which 
makes it illegal to advertise “any prefer-
ence, limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status or national origin, or an intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.” Familial status includes 
children under the age of 18 living with 
parents or legal custodians, pregnant 
women and people securing custody of 
children under 18.
This newspaper will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate which 
is in violation of the law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all dwellings adver-
tised in this newspaper are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. To complain of 
discrimination, call HUD toll free at 1-800-
669-9777. The toll free telephone number 
for the  impaired is 1-800-927-9275.
4 BR, 2 BA mobile home; new metal roof. 
$22K. 904-813-3091. 12/20tfc
4.05 acres. Pine Top Road, Glen St. Mary. 
$40,000. 904-403-7373. 12/20-27p
½ acre lot just outside city limits with 
mobile home. Mobile home has no value. 
$35,000, down payment $1,500. $324/
month. Call 904-813-1580. 12/13tfc
2½ acres on Little St. Mary’s River. 
Well, septic, power pole, garage, shed, 
$45,000. 259-3300 or 904-591-2790.
 10/18tfc
4 BR, 2 ½ BA, 2 story home. $69,500 
quick sale. Serious inquiries only. 904-
874-7860. 12/27p
I buy houses. Cash! Quick sale, fair price. 
Offer guaranteed. Call 904-425-5132.  
   8/30-2/21/13p
3.46 acres, north Sanderson, set up for 
mobile home $42,000. Owner financing. 
Call 904-813-1580. 2/10tfc

for renT

3 BR, 1 BA clean home, nice yard.  Wood-
lawn area; 8754 Eastwood Road. $750/
month. 904-813-1580 or 259-2255.
 12/13tfc
3 BR, 2 BA in Georgia Bend. $600/month 
plus $500 deposit. 912-843-2093 or 904-
635-3815. 12/27p
3 BR, 2 BA 1900 SF mobile home. $850/
month plus $850 deposit. 904-813-3091.
 12/20tfc
3 BR, 2 BA mobile home in Macclenny. 
$525/month plus $500 deposit; 2 BR, 1 BA, 
$400/month plus deposit. 904-408-2480.
 12/27p
3 BR, 2 BA, clean mobile home in Wood-
lawn area; nice yard. 8695 Hillcrest Drive. 
$800/month. 904-813-1580 or 259-2255.
 11/22tfc
2 BR, 2 BA MH. $600/month plus $500 
deposit. 904-923-2191.      11/29-12/27p
Lots for rent in Macclenny and Cuy-
ler. Ready for mobile home. 259-6735.
 12/13tfc

3 BR, 1 BA house in Sanderson. $700/
month plus 1st, last and security deposit. 
Call James, 904-397-0410. 12/20-
1/10/13p
2 BR, 2 BA SW mobile home. Extra large 
master bedroom with bath and walk-in 
closet. Dishwasher, water softener, stor-
age shed; on ¼ acre in Glen. Service ani 
mals only.  References required. $750/
month plus $600 deposit. 259-2121.
 12/6tfc
2 BR, 1 BA house on Ben Rowe Road in 
Macclenny. $800/month plus 1st, last and 
security deposit. Call James, 904-397-
0410. 12/20-1/10/13p
2 BR, 1 BA duplex, all appliances includ-
ing washer and dryer. $650/month, $650 
deposit. 259-3300 or 904-591-2790.
 10/18tfc
1 acre mobile home lot in Macclenny. 
Ready for mobile home. 259-6735 .11/8tfc
Clean 3 BR, 1 BA home, nice yard, in 
Sanderson area, $750/month. Call 813-
1580 or 259-2255. 9/13tfc
Mobile Homes, 2 and 3 BR, A/C, service 
animals only. $500-575 plus deposit. 904-
860-4604. 9/1tfc
Mobile homes - 2 and 3 BR from $350 
to $575/month plus deposit. Garbage, wa-
ter, sewage and lawn care included. First 
month’s rent pro-rated 912-843-8165 or 
904-219-2690. 9/6tfc

coMMercial fr
Professional retail office space for 
lease. Prime location on Hwy 121 Call 
259-9022 for details.  11/3tfc

Mobile hoMes

I buy houses and mobile homes. All 
cash. 904-373-1373. 11/29-12/27p
Very solid. Used Jacobsen; very clean. 
28x66 3 BR, 2 BA. $28,500. Set-up with 
AC. 259-4663. 12/6-27c
Like new 2002 Horton. $37,500. Set-up 
with AC, french doors, new appliances. 
Call 259-4663. 12/6-27c
Used singlewides, like new. Very clean. 
Starting at $16,900; set-up. Call 259-
4663. 12/6-27c
Best deals of the year. 2012 models must 
go. 7 homes, 10K off, with furniture, 4 BR 
for $55K, set-up. Call 259-4663. 12/6-27c

for sale

aniMals

NOW AVAILABLE
1 and 2 Bedrooms

Baldwin Grove
APARTMENTS

904-266-4070
T.T.D. 1-800-955-8771

RENTAL ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE TO
QUALIFIED APPLICANTS

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and 
employer.

LAND 
FOR SALE
1-5 Acres

Homes or Mobile Homes

Owner Financing

904-259-6431
Thomas Rhoden, Realtor

500 Dollars
& DeeD

is all you need to
move into your

new Manufactured
& Modular Home

Call pat
800-414-2130

B.J. FENCE
Wood • Vinyl

Chain-link• Pool Decks
Patio Decks

904-653-1442
12/13-1/13/13p

ALL OCCASIONS
Rental and Design 

Chairs, tables, linens, etc.
www.alloccasionsweb.net

904-259-8397
12/20-1/10/13p

ANGEL AqUA, INC.
Water Quality Treatment 

“We can improve your water”
Water softeners - Iron filters 

Sales - Rentals - Service - Repairs
Ask us about our 

“Chemical Free” systems
 Morton Salt

 “Keep Full” Salt Delivery Service 
797 S. 6th Street, Macclenny

259-6672
7/12tfc

BATHROOM REMODELS
New fixtures  - Ceramic Tile 

ADA Transformations 
Roll-in Showers - Walk-in Tubs

Call 259-4580
Licensed and insured

CFC056961 12/6-27p

DROPTINE TAXIDERMY
State Award Winning Taxidermy 

Hydro-dip Available
904-408-1379

12/6-27p

DEER PROCESSING
Call Brad Raulerson

912-843-2393
10/25-1/17/13c

RONNIE SAPP WELL DRILLING
Water treatment

Septic tanks • Drain fields
904-259-6934

Licensed Florida and Georgia
11/19tfc

KONNIE’S KLEAR POOLS
In-ground and above ground pools

Installation available 
Chemicals • Parts 
Service • Cleaning

698-E West Macclenny Ave.
(Aardvark Shopping Center)
Open: Thursday and Friday

10:00 am-6:00 pm &
Saturday 10:00 am-2:00 pm

259-5222
(CPC 053903) 4/21tfc

CONNIE F. WHITE
CUSTOM SERVICES
Fill Dirt, Sand, Slag, Hay

Bulldozer & Backhoe Work
275-2474

509-0929 or 509-0930
10/11tfc

FILL DIRT
Culverts installed

Tim Johnson
259-2536

5/11tfc

FULL LINE OF WEDDING
 INVITATIONS & ACCESSORIES
Shower and anniversary invitations

The Office Mart
110 South 5th Street

259-3737
4/28tfc

PRINTING & FAXING
Black & White and Color Copies,

Custom Business Forms,
Business Cards,
Signs, Stickers,

Invitations for any occasion,
Rubber Stamps

and so much more!!!
The Office Mart

110 South Fifth Street
259-3737

 5/19tfc

DEPENDABLE HEATING, AC
AND 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
Residential • Commercial

New Construction • Remodel
259-6546

Elec. license # EC-0001471
AC license # CA-C057649  2/10tfc

PUMP REPAIR
2” or 4” wells - shallow or deep

Call 904-259-4580
Licensed and insured

CFC056961 12/6-27p

Trenching & Light  
Backhoe Work

Call 904-259-4580
Licensed and insured

CFC056961 12/6-27p

RICH LAURAMORE 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Custom homes 
Additions • Remodels

259-4893 or
 403-4781 cell 

RR License No. 282811470 11/19tfc

LAND CLEARING
Fill dirt • Slag

Cypress mulch • Red mulch
A little or a lot

904-521-1506
2/10tfc

GATEWAY PEST CONTROL,  INC.
259-3808

All types of pest control
Call Eston, Shannon or Bill

Ask about our fire ant control
6/26tfc

FIRST COAST INTERIOR, INC. 
Commercial and Residential Drywall

Over 50 years experience

Bubba Rhoden- 904-226-5823
Larry Rhoden, Sr. - 904-412-3803

11/8-12/27p

EqUIPMENT RENTALS
Front End Loaders 

Mini-excavators • Bobcat 
Ditch Witch • Generators 

Pressure Washers • Trailers 
Commercial Mowers

MACCLENNY CYCLE 
AND MARINE 

259-5494
 12/13-1/31/13c

A & D IRRIGATION 
& PRESSURE WASHING LLC.

• Sprinkler Systems 
• Residential and Commercial 

• Installations and Repairs 
• Free Estimates

651-1739
12/27-1/31/13p

FULL LINE OF WEDDING
 INVITATIONS & ACCESSORIES
Shower and anniversary invitations

The Office Mart
110 South 5th Street

259-3737
4/28tf

ROGER RAULERSON 
WELL DRILLING

2” and 4” wells
Call Roger or Roger Dale

259-7531
Licensed & Insured

Family owned & operated
12/31tfc

JOHN WILLIAMS PLUMBING
Repairs • Re-pipes • Remodels 
Drain Cleaning • Sump Pumps

Water heaters • New construction
Call 904-259-4580

CFC056961 12/6-27p

CYPRESS HOME BUILDERS, INC.
Custom new home construction of
Log home and conventional homes 

Jody Paul Thrift
904-591-2640

2/10tfc

MARTIN WELL DRILLING 
& PUMP SERVICE

2” wells
Macclenny 259-9014

Cell 838-3517 
Bryceville 266-4956 
welldriller@nefcom.net

License No. FL 2795, GA 566 5/24-5/16/13p

PEACOCK PAINTING, INC.
Professional painting 

Interior - Exterior
Pressure washing

Residential - Commercial
Parking lot line striping 

Fully insured  &  Locally owned
25 years experience

259-5877
2/10tfc

$ $ WE BUY TIMBER $ $
LOGS AND PULPWOOD • 1 ACRE OR LARGER

DIAMOND TIMBER, INC.
“FOR A QUALITY CUT”

CALL 282-5552  •  KENT WILLIAMS

WE ARE BAKER COUNTY’S ROOFING EXPERTS

COMBS BUILDERS, INC.
Re-Roofs • New Roofs • Leak Repairs
Torch Down Leaks • Roof Inspections

We specialize in problem roofs
Satisfaction Guaranteed

Licensed & Insured

259-2563
Commercial & Residential

Owner: Tim Combs

Florida State Certifi ed Roofi ng
Contractor Lic# CCC1325730

FREE
Estimates

XTREAM
CARPET CLEANING
High-power truck mount units

Get your carpets 
steam cleaned

before & after the 
holidays

Call 904-838-5337

In observance of the Christmas & New 
Year’s holidays, the City of Macclenny will 
have the following solid waste collection 

schedule:
No solid waste pickup on Christmas Day, 

Tuesday, December 25th. 

Entire City of Macclenny pickup on Wednesday, 
December 26th.

Regular pick up Monday, Thursday and Friday: 
December 24th, 27th, and 28th.

No solid waste pickup on New Year’s Day, 
Tuesday, January 1st.

Entire City of Macclenny pickup on Monday, 
January 2nd.

CITYWIDE CLEANUP 
JANUARY 2 - JANUARY 31!!!! 

Place unwanted household items by the side of the 
road for free pickup during these dates. 

Help us keep our city clean!!!!

Happy Holidays!

Anderson Quality ROOFING 
Metal & Shingle Reroofs & Roof Repairs

New Homes • Remodels • Additions • Screen Rooms
Door & Window Replacement

Your hometown contractor!

FREE ESTIMATES
LIC.#RC0067003

2593300
IN GOD WE 

TRUST.

LICENSED & 
INSURED

LIC.#RB0067070

LL
C

Tired of the Same Ol’ Thing?
If you’re planning to make some replacements 
this holiday season, we can take care of your 
leftovers. Whether you’re selling your first 
sewing machine or some old furniture, we’re 
confident your merchandise will sell quickly in 
our popular classifieds section. 

The Baker CounTy Press 

CLASSIFIEDS
$6 FOR 20 WORDS
20¢ each additional word 
 Call: 259–2400 or Email:  

 classifieds@bakercountypress.com
The Baker County Press 

104 South Fith Street

Camille Beckman
This unique restorative cream moisturizes and nourishes through the careful blend-
ing of Glycerine, Vitamin E, Aloe Vera, Wheat Protein, Almond Oil, and Botanical 
Extracts. Find the best hand cream in the nation exclusively at... 

Treat yourself...

Southern Charm
110 South Fifth Street  ~  Macclenny  ~  259-4140

We’d like to start the year anew
By giving thanks to all of you

And wish you with all sincerity
A year of harmony, joy and 

prosperity!

Andy, Lori & Sta� 
259-2275

JOel addingtOn 
news editOR  

reporter@bakercountypress.com

A tractor trailer jackknifed on the rainy morning 
of December 12 in Macclenny, damaging two other 
vehicles and a utility pole, which knocked out power 
in the area as well. 

The 2001 Freightliner’s driver, Raymond Jones, 
51, of Live Oak failed to maintain control of the ve-
hicle while traveling south on South 6th Street and 
began to jackknife, Florida Highway Patrol Trooper 
Jason Barry’s report shows.

A 2012 Chevy Malibu was stopped and waiting to 
turn right on Barber Road about 11:10 am when the 
left rear of the semi struck the rear of the car.

The trooper’s report shows that collision caused 
the Malibu to crash into the front end of a 2011 GMC 
Z71 pickup facing east on Barber Road at its inter-
section with S. 6th St.

The driver of the Malibu, Leah Moore, 32, of 
Macclenny, was injured in the accident and the ve-
hicle had an estimated $5000 in damage.

Neither Steven Kelly, 56, of Macclenny, the driv-
er in the pickup truck, nor Mr. Jones were injured; 
however, the pickup’s damage was estimated at 
$3000 and the semi’s at $5000.

Charges are pending further investigation, 
Trooper Barry said, though the crash is not believed 
to be alcohol related.

All parties were wearing seat belts.

Photo by Joel Addington

The jack-knifed semi that struck two vehicles and a utility pole the rainy morning of December 12.

Wreck knocks out powerWins shotgun from sportsmen
Pictured above are (left) Richard Williams, president of the Margaretta 
Sportsman’s Club, presenting a 12 gauge semi-automatic shotgun to 
raffle winner Dwight McCray of Sanderson. Mr. McCray won the $460 val-
ue shotgun during a recent raffle that raised $800 for club projects. The club 
was founded a year ago and is dedicated to teaching local youth the skills and 
personal rewards of outdoor living and outdoor sports. Members also instruct 
youth on firearms safety and responsible firearms use.

Photo courtesy of sAm PArker Jr.

Christmas 
shoeboxes 
for Africa
This group of volunteers from the 
First Christian Church in Macclen-
ny spent December 5-7 in Atlanta 
volunteering for Franklin Graham’s 
Operation Christian Child, an inter-
denominational program to send 
shoe boxes of gifts to children in 
Ghana, Africa. Pictured in photo 
above (from left) are Pastor Doug 
Allen and his wife Annette, Pat Ha-
thaway, Sharon Chanaki, Sandra 
Bergeron and Pam Butcher. The 
operation is part of the Rev. Gra-
ham’s Samaritan’s Purse Interna-
tional Relief organization.

Train for hands on Aviation Career. 
FAA approved program. 

Financial aid if qualified - Housing available.  
CALL Aviation Institute of Maintenance 

866-314-3769

AIRLINES ARE 
HIRING

Press Ad deadline: 
Monday 5:00 PM

www.bakercountypress.com



SportS Notice SubmiSSioNS 
We welcome your sports submissions for youth league, traveling league or individual athletic achievements. 
The paper reserves the right to publish submissions. It is requested that all news items be typed or emailed to 
insure accuracy in print.

coNtact uS 
By phone at 904.259.2400 or by fax at 904.259.6502. You can stop by our office located at 104 S. Fifth Street, 
Macclenny, FL or mail your submission to PO Box 598, Macclenny, FL 32063. 
We are available online at www.bakercountypress.com

SPORTS
The Baker County Press

Page
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Social Notice SubmiSSioN iNformatioN 
Birth announcements, wedding notices and social events (military service notes and school graduations) must 
be submitted within four weeks of the event. All news and advertising must be submitted to the newspaper 
office prior to 5:00 p.m. on the Monday prior to publication, unless otherwise noted or arranged. It is requested 
that all news items be typed or emailed to insure accuracy in print.

coNtact uS 
By phone at 904.259.2400 or by fax at 904.259.6502. You can stop by our office located at 104 S. Fifth Street, 
Macclenny, FL or mail your submission to PO Box 598, Macclenny, FL 32063. 
We are available online at www.bakercountypress.com

SOCIAL&SChOOL
The Baker County Press
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The Bradford, Baker and 
Union County extension offic-
es off a tri-county beef update 
on January 17 beginning from 
6-7:30 pm at the New River Vol-
unteer Fire Department in Brad-
ford County.

Register by January 14th to re-
serve your place at this meeting. 
Topics presented will include in-
formation on agriculture damage 
assessment and a beef cattle pro-
duction panel. Special guests in-
clude the University of Florida’s 
Dr. Todd Thrift, extension beef 
cattle specialist and Dr. Jason 
Ferrell, a weed specialist.

Registration begins at 5:45 pm 

and presentations start promptly 
at 6 o’clock.

This program will be spon-
sored to offset any costs, so 
please register by January 14. 
Call the extension office at 259-
3520 for additional details. 

All Occasions 
Rental & Design

2013 Wedding Packages 
$120.00–$4,000.00

www.alloccasionsweb.net 
904.259.8397

With heartfelt thanks, we recall the many
individuals who have helped make this past year 

a memorable one for us, and wish you all the very 
happiest New Year ever.

Your kindness and generosity have made doing 
business in this community a real joy for us!

David and Tammy Mosley
FIRST CHOICE PROPANE

259-2602 | Locally owned & operated!

With best wishes for a year filled with 
12 months of  prosperity,

52 weeks of  good health and 
365 days of  happiness.

Thank you for your trust in us this past year.

Forbes Funeral Home
380 N. Lowder St., Macclenny
904-259-4600
H.M. ‘Hank’ Forbes Jr., Owner/Licensed Funeral Director

Before the festivities begin, we’d like to give you 
our best wishes for a wonderful year filled with 

much cause for celebration.

We thank you for giving us so much to
celebrate this past year and look forward

to your continued business.

DR. ANGELITO TECSON, FAMILY & STAFF
MACCLENNY | 259-3150

Happy Birthday, Delano Paige
December 27

Love, Ardris, Trease, LaTrese, 
Marquis, Daytrell, Jayceon

Thank You For Your Business!

Ronnie Sapp Family
Serving Florida & Georgia Since 1976

Well Drilling
Pump Repair All Makes

Plumbing ~ Sewer ~ Septic ~ Water Softeners & Filters

259-6934
May God Prosper You and
Bless You with Good Health

Lordy‚  Lordy
Babyface is finally 40!

Happy Birthday‚ Tim
Love‚ Tammie

And hats off to you, 
our valued customers.

We wouldn’t be here without your support and 
we wish all of you a very happy, healthy and 

prosperous 2013.

WELLS INSURANCE AGENCY
1161-A South 6th St. | Macclenny | 259-6296

Happy Birthday,
Jesslyn McKae Williams

In this great big world, you make a difference. 
I’m so thankful and proud that God gave me 
you as my daughter. I pray He will multiply 
back to you the blessing you are, many times 
over! Love Always, Daddy

Photo by nAomi Anderson

Buresh experiments with weather 
phenomenon at PreK-K Center
Meteorologist Mike Buresh of ActionNewsJax taught a hands on science lesson on electricity in the air and how it 
creates weather patterns on December 12 at the PreK-Kindergarten Center as the finale to a unit on weather. He also 
read the book  Cloudy With a Chance of Meatballs to the students.  “He was an amazing speaker,” said PreK-K coordi-
nator Naomi Anderson. “Our unit of study was on weather. We have learned about the different types of weather, 
how to dress for the weather, how important math is when relating to weather, the science involved in weather and 
the people who study weather.  Our students have been watching the weather report at home as part of our home 
connection activity as well. “ Mr. Buresh gave the school a “shout-out” on the news later that evening, she said.

Photo by nAomi Anderson

Middle school band ensemble 
jazzes up Macclenny restaurant
The Baker County Middle School band’s jazz ensemble performed the evening of December 15 at Calendar’s in 
downtown Macclenny. The group, led by band director Matt Jernigan, consists of advanced middle school band 
members who practice after school and perform at special events in the community. “Saturday night was like being 
on Bourbon Street in New Orleans during the Christmas Season,” said Naomi Anderson, who attended the concert 
that included jazzy impressions of Jingle Bell Rock with a solo by Erica Flakowicz and Cameron Blow, both on saxo-
phone; Dashing Through the Snow, White Christmas, Hot Chocolate from the film Polar Express, an excerpt from The 
Grinch movie and many more.  

County Road 229 south of 
Sanderson reopened to through 
traffic the afternoon of December 
20 with the opening of a tempo-
rary bridge over the South Prong 
of the St. Mary’s River, also 
known as Green’s Creek. The lo-
cation is about 2 ½ miles south 
of Interstate 10 or three miles 
south of Sanderson.

The Florida Department of 
Transportation (FDOT) hired a 
contractor Hal Jones Contrac-
tor, Inc., of Jacksonville to install 
a temporary metal bridge begin-
ning October 1 on the east side 
of the existing bridge after it was 

closed in June due to damage 
from Tropical Storm Debby.

Minor work is continuing at 
the site. Motorists should use 
caution as they travel over the 
metal grating on the bridge. The 
old bridge will remain in place 
until a new contract to replace it 
begins in late 2013.

Quit smoking 
classes in Jan.

Northeast Florida Area Health 
Education Centers (AHEC) is of-
fering a free 6-week Quit Smok-
ing Now program in Baker Coun-
ty.

Classes meet once a week and 
include a free workbook, educa-
tional tools (water bottles, stress 
balls, massagers, etc.) and four 
weeks of free nicotine patches, 
lozenges or gum as therapies to 
aid in smoking cessation.

Funding is from proceeds of 
the lawsuit against the tobacco 
industry. Call (904) 482-1089 
now to register for the January 
2013 class in Baker County.

‘Silver Sneakers’ celebrate at YMCA
This group of regularly exercising senior citizens, who dub themselves the Silver Sneakers, gathered the morn-
ing of December 13 to celebrate Christmas with their trainer Samantha Pepitone (5th from right, front) at the 
Baker Family YMCA. The group meets every week, as it has for eight years, for regular exercising at the Y center on 
Lowder St. in Macclenny. During warmer months, they take to the nearby county pool for water aerobics.
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Temp bridge opens
over Green’s Creek 

Hi-Q regional
tournament
set for Jan. 17

Baker County High School’s 
varsity Hi-Q team will compete at 
the regional tournament on Jan-
uary 17. The Press previously re-
ported the regional tournament 
would be held in December. On 
the varsity team are Sarah Har-
rell, Reagan McKendree, Megan 
Anderson, Chase Brannan, For-
rest Elledge, Kailey Murphy and 
Kaitlyn Corder.

Beef workshop
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It was more of the same for the Wildcat basketball team on Decem-
ber 18 in the packed BCHS gym as the Madison Cowboys came to town 
in hopes of knocking off the hot Wildcats and went away disappointed.

BCHS ran out to an early lead and kept it on the way to a 62-48 win.
The Cats went up 19-12 as Johnny Lamb opened the game with a 

strong seven-point showing in the first quarter and Charles Ruise Jr. 
nailed a pair of three pointers. 
The Cats cooled a little in the sec-
ond period but still managed to 
keep the Cowboys at arm’s length 
and take a 29-20 lead into the 
half.

BCHS built its lead in the third 
period from forward Brandon 
Lewis. Lewis has been steadily 
improving his offensive numbers 
and can be counted on for double 
figures in the scoring column, 
something that he hadn’t shown 
early in the season.

The Cats protected their lead 
throughout the half and didn’t let 
down as the game slipped away 
from the Cowboys. 

Ruise led the way with 24 
points. Cameron Mack had 11, 
Lamb and Lewis 10 and Gardner 
7 points.

The Cats took a short break for 
Christmas before cranking up the 
Florida First Coast Classic De-
cember 27-29 in the BCHS gym.
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The Lady Wildcat basketball 
ran its record to 11-2 with a 41-31 
victory over Bishop Snyder in the 
first round of the Bishop Snyder 
Christmas tournament on De-
cember 20. The Cats spoiled their 
hosts’ tournament with a strong 
effort in a low scoring game.

The first quarter started off 
slow, with neither team able to 
get out of the blocks. The Cardi-
nals led 8-4 before Delicia Wash-
ington heated up in the second 
period. 

Washington, who led both 
teams in scoring with 24 points, 
exploded for 13 points as BCHS 
closed the gap and out scored 
Snyder 17-8 to take a 21-16 half-
time lead. 

The game slowed down some 
in the second half and neither 
team managed to hit from the 
free throw line with BCHS sink-
ing only 37% from the charity 
stripe and Snyder doing an even 
worse job with a 25% success 
rate. 

The Lady Cats did what they 
needed to win and move to the fi-
nal round. Shanice Paige had 10 
points for the girls.

• The Cats ran into a buzz saw 
on Friday night in the champion-
ship game as the Ed White Com-
manders came out running and 
gunning and handed BCHS its 
third loss with a 47-35 defeat.

Ed White did what no other 
team this season has done — shut 
down Delicia Washington as an 
offensive threat. She was limited 
to just 6 points. 

White came out shooting and 
quickly ran up a 21-9 lead. The 
Cats played them even for the 
remainder of the first half, but 
couldn’t make up any ground.

Paige led BCHS with 10 

points. Candace Clack had 6 
points and Cierra Martino 5 for 
the Cats, who will be off during 
the holidays.

Photos by Jud Johnson

At left, Charles Ruise drives to the hoop. At right, Johnathan Lamb before making a tough lay-up.

Madison is sent
packing with loss

Photo by Jud Johnson

Delicia Washington with a lay-up.

Photo by Jud Johnson

Candace Clack takes a shot.

Lady Cats 11-2
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There was a lot to choose from this year when picking the top 2012 
sports highlights, but naturally I have to limit them so I’ll go with a top 
10. This list is in no particular order.

√ The Wildcat weightlifting team placed second in the state to 
Blountstown High and Kendrick Singleton won the state title in the 
188-pound class. For most programs this would be an achievement 
worthy of shouting from the rooftops, but Coach Scott McDonald and 
the Wildcats are used to taking home the top prize. After four years of 
number one state titles, number two was bittersweet.

√ Singleton had a number of awards in 2012. He joined Thomas Sirk 
and CeCe Jefferson on the AP All State football team.

Singleton and Sirk also signed Division 1 scholarships — Singleton 
going to North Carolina and Sirk to Duke.

√ CeCe Jefferson was named to the All America team as a freshman 
defensive end. Jefferson had another fine season as a sophomore and 
recently caught the eye of Alabama head coach Nick Saban.

√ Staying with football, Falon Lee was one of only six running backs 
to amass more than 2000 yards this season. Lee recently received a 
Division 1 offer from Miami – Ohio.

√ The Wildcat football team won the district championship, defeat-
ing Bishop Kenny in the final game of the district season for the crown. 
Kenny returned the favor in the state playoffs, stopping the Wildcats’ 
post-season run in the second round.

√ The Lady Wildcat softball team won the district championship, 
defeating Paxon 6-1 and went on to win in the first round of the post-
season play with a 6-0 shut out of Matanzas before losing to Ponte Ve-
dra. During one seven-game run, the hot hitting Lady Cats outscored 
their opponents 87-7.

√ Logan Raulerson and Chelsea Ruise received All-State FACA vol-
leyball honors. Ruise signed a scholarship to play basketball at Edward 
Waters College where she plays guard.

√ Both the boys’ and girls’ basketball teams have made an excel-
lent starts to the season. Coach Charles Ruise’s boys team has turned 
around a disappointing season in 2011-12 with a 9-1 start to this year’s 
campaign. First year Coach Chris Chisholm also has started strong with 
an 11-3 record heading into the second half of the season.

√ The Wildcats added their first varsity sport in quite some time 
when they inaugurated a swim team this past season. Coach Pam Rob-
inson’s squad was very competitive in its inaugural meets.

√ It was also a great year at BCMS.  Delicia Washington, now the top 
scorer for the Wildcat girls’ basketball team, led the Bobcats to a con-
ference championship. The B-Cat softball team secured a conference 
title of their own and the Bobcats’ football team under first-year Coach 
Rock Rhoden was the runner-up in its conference.

Top 10 highlights in
sports during 2012 

Go Painlessly® with THERA-GESIC.

Maximum strength analgesic 
creme for temporary relief from:

• Joint and Muscle soreness
• Arthritis
• Back aches 
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Open 7 Days  week | 8 am - 8 pm

CROSSROADS SHOPPING CENTER

816 S. 6th St. | Macclenny
Full Line of Georgia Smoked Meats & Fresh Frozen Veggies!

Prices good December 26 - January 1.

USDA Inspected
Fresh Cut-up 

RABBIT
$369 lb.

USDA Inspected
Premium Whole Pit 

HAM
$199 lb.

Family Pack
USDA Inspected Fresh Pork

THIN OR CENTER CUT 

PORK CHOPS
$249 lb.

D. L. Lee Smoked 

PORK CHOPS
$299 lb.

19.76 oz.
Primo Bratwurst or

ITALIAN SAUSAGE
$379

USDA Inspected
Fresh Frozen- Great on the grill!

RIB STRIPS
$169 lb.

$599
MARIAH 3 LB.

SLICED
BACON
ENDS & PIECES

CABBAGE

ROMA TOMATOES

CAULIFLOWER

CUCUMBER

99¢
BUNCH

79¢
EACH

39¢
lb.

$129
lb.

USDA Inspected
D.L. Lee Smoked

HOG JOWL
$119 lb.

USDA Inspected
Rib Half or Whole

PORK LOIN 
$159 lb.

Heavy Western Family Pack
Semi-Boneless

RIBEYE STEAK
orT-BONE STEAK

$599 lb.

Heavy Western
Boneless Beef

BOTTOM 
ROUND ROAST 

$399 lb.

USDA Fresh Fryer

10 LB. BAG

LEG QUARTERS
$690

79


