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loaded into barges and brought into Frontera by that means. The
"Reina," on the other hand, was scheduled to go direct to the wharf
of Frontera and from there up the Grijalva river to Villahermosa,
for which place we were bound. We, therefore, chose the latter for
our trip.

Mr. Gates and his party arrived in due course and brought us
mail from home, and the following evening the "Jalisco" and the
"Reina" left Puerto Mexico, both of them carrying Tulane scien-
tists.

The "Reina" is a big tub with a heavy mast set right in the
middle of the boat and a tremendous cabin and bridge tacked on
clear aft. The crew consisted of twelve Mexicans and the passen-
gers, two geologists of the Aguila Oil Company, Messrs. Campbell
and Reed, the two Tulane men, a Mexican Government oil inspector
and his huge revolver, and a family, or rather a litter, of Mexicans
consisting of a man, cheerfully drunk, who spent his day spitting
on the deck, and smoking cigars as near the gasoline cargo as he
could get, a woman lying on the deck groaning with seasickness,
and a half dozen kids who took turns in howling at the top of their
voices.

We strung our hammocks on the boom, and the Mexican family
camped right below us. It was an unattractive lot to look upon
from our lofty position, and we could hardly get out of our ham-
mocks without stepping on at least one of the youngsters.

About dawn we had a cup of coffee to drink, and a coffee cup
full of water to wash ourselves in, whereafter we returned to our
hammocks. During the early morning we made good headway
towards the east, with the low sand dunes of the coast in sight all
the time, but suddenly the boat started to travel around in figure-
eights and circles, as if the captain had gone mad and were chasing
porpoises. At first nobody knew what was the matter, but even-
tuallv it was discovered that we had only lost our rudder. For a
short time the captain tried to sail without it, but at last he gave
this up and issued orders to anchor in sight of the Tupilco light-
house.

Tupilco is probably the place Cortes mentions in his fifth letter
to Charles V. He describes the crossing of a river at Cupilco. and
this is probably identical with this place.*

The captain sent two men ashore, ordering them to try to get
through to El Paraiso and from there to communicate with Puerto
Mexico and instruct the oil company to send out a tug boat to
rescue us.

*Cortes, MacNutt Edition. Vol. II., Page 284.


