
INDIAN DANCE, JALTIPAN 73

The men are dressed in their ordinary cotton cloth garments, but on
their faces they wear masks carved out of wood and painted red and
green (fig. 56). Some of these masks have moustaches made of
horse hair and we saw one which had a small pair of deer's antlers
on the forehead. On their heads they wear bonnets covered with
feathers of fowl and the long red tail feathers of the macaw termi-
nating in small tufts of cotton (fig. 57, a, b, c). They all carry
hooked sticks and in the middle of the procession walk two drum-
mers, one carrying a small drum, the other a large double drum.
These drums are made out of hollowed tree trunks. The small drum
is covered with deer skin on both ends, while the large one has skin
only on the top (fig. 57, d). The drummers are followed by three
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FIG. 56-Jaltipan, Ver. Indians dressed for dancing.

men playing flageolets. After the men come a procession of women,
all carrying lighted candles and small Mexican flags.

The procession stops in front of the church and while the women
go inside, the men form a circle and commence to dance. About
twenty take part in the dance. Carefully following the rhythm given
by the drums, they commence very slowly, little by little gaining
momentum. Then again they slow down. Sometimes they dance
in a circle, one moving behind the other, and sometimes they divide
into two parties, each party attacking the other with their staffs.
Again they return to the dance in a circle, changing the staff from
one hand to the other. The man wearing the mask with the deer

antlers leaves the men in the circle, and goes into the center. Then


