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the shipping point for the oil refined at Minatitlan. Though exten-
sive drilling has been conducted, no great quantities of oil have yet
been found in this district. All wells seem to produce small quanti-
ties of paraffin base oil of very high grade.

Formerly mahogany grew in great quantities along the river
bank, but cutting was so thorough that now it is rare to see a ma-

hogany tree.

The Spanish and Mexican population reside in towns, and there

are also several large Indian villages, though a great part of the

population lives scattered in clusters of small huts along the river
banks.

As the archaeological and ethnological material of this area has

never been collected, we will give some extracts of notes made by

the writer during his stay in the Isthmus in 1920-21.

Mr. Ismael Lova has already been mentioned as the one who

first ascended the San Martin Pajapan volcano. He formerly lived

in the small town, Jaltipan de Morelos, on the Tehuantepec railroad.
Having traveled widely over the area and also having married an

Indian woman he possessed a great amount of valuable knowledge.
He was the first to draw attention to the monuments at Piedra
Labrada, and also spoke of burial mounds in the vicinity of San-

teconapa.

Near Los Cerritos, at a distance of about 20 kilometers from

Puerto Mexico, Loya had seen some hills which appeared to be

artificial and on which are traces of walls. These hills are entirely

surrounded by swamps and would form an excellent stronghold.

From the railway station to the town of Jaltipan is a short dis-

tance, which now is covered by truck. Just as one enters the town,
to the right of the road lie several artificial mounds, the largest of
which is called the "Cerro de Malinche. It is said in Jaltipan that

Malinche, the famous interpreter of Cortes, was born and raised in

the town. All the early chronicles disagree as to the place where

she was born. The tradition which still persists in Jaltipdn about

Dofa Marina, the Spanish name for Malinche, has previously been

reported by Dr. C. H. Berendt.*
Brasseur states that the Islands of Tacamichapa formed by two

branches of the Coatzacoalcos river, was given to the family of Dona

Marina by the Spanish crown.t
Mr. Young, of the International Oil Co., which has its offices in

Frontera, Tabasco, told us this year that some lands near China-

meca were given to the family of Marina, and remained intact until

*Icazbalceta, Page 178. Note 2.
tBrasseur, 1862. Page 57.


