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such as locks, hauling the ships over on tracks, and a tunnel through
the mountains. A very instructive report with many maps and
cross sections were presented to the Senate, but no definite steps
were ever taken to execute this plan.*

Finally, around the year 1900, a railroad was run across the
Isthmus, and a few years later a British firm built huge port works
at the mouth of the Coatzacoalcos on the Atlantic side and at Salina
Cruz on the Pacific side. For a few years an enormous quantity of
merchandise was hauled over this road. Coatzacoalcos, formerly a
settlement of a few Indian huts, grew into a town and was named

Puerto Mexico (fig. 55). The
revolution a g a i n s t President
Diaz was a blow to this project
and finally the opening of the
Panama Canal entirely killed it.
Now the magnificent wharves
at Puerto Mexico are rotting
away, and the Pacific Ocean is
building a bar of sand across
the mouth of the port of Salina
Cruz.

The northern part of the
:he IsthIsthmus of Tehuantepec is wa-

tered by the Coatzacoaleos river
and its numerous tributaries.
The climate is sub-tropical, the
year being divided into two sea-
sons: a rainy season from June
to the middle of December, and
a so-called dry season, during

FIo. 55-Puerto Mexico, Ver. Street. which small showers a r e fre-
quent. During the months of

October and November, strong northern winds, called "Northers,"
bringing cold and heavy downpour, occur several times a month.

The whole Isthmus is low and swampy, cut by many rivers and
dotted with lagoons. The ground is covered with thick, luxuriant,
tropical bush, here and there alternating with open savannas. The
soil is, for the most part, very rich, though only sparsely cultivated.
It is said that some places will give as much as three crops a year.

The town, Minatitlan, was originally the port, exporting ma-
hogany. When oil was found in the region, and a refinery built, the
town gained new life. Puerto Mexico now has tank farms and is

*Schufeldt, 1872.


