
54 TRIBES AND TEMPLES

The presence of a Zoque group here on the Atlantic coast is of
considerable interest, giving support as it does to Brasseur de Bour-
bourg's* theory that the Mlixe-Zoque people originally lived north
and east of their present home in Oaxaca, being pushed back by the
conquering Zapotecs. That theory offers the best explanation for
the Pajapan dialect, on the supposition that a small group, split off
from the main body, went north to take refuge in this mountainous
country.

MATERIAL CULTURE
COSTlUME.

The men in all the villages dress in ordinary Mexican-European
costume of cotton purchased outside. Ordinarily this consists of
white trousers and collarless shirt, sandals, and straw sombrero of
local make, with a slightly smaller brim than that used by Mexicans.
Ready-made coloured trousers and shirts are not at all uncommon. At
Pajipan there is a store, and in the other villages traders coming
in at fiesta times bring such goods. Their hair is worn short, and
banged across the forehead (see fig. 44).

The women wear skirts and sashes of their own weaving (see
figs. 35-36). The skirts are uncut rectangles, wide enough to reach
from the waist to the ankles, and long enough to go well around the
body and overlap, without hampering the legs. The width is ob-
tained bv sewing two strips together. These skirts are striped,
either with broad bands of colour divided by lines, or narrow stripes
on a coloured background, always running the long way of the cloth.
Buff, grey, yellow, and blue predominate; red is more highly prized,
but we were told that the red dye could only be obtained by trade.
The other dyes are made from native plants.

Ordinarily the women do not wear any other clothing, save in
the towns nearest the railroad. In time of fiesta, however, they do
wear blouses, which are bought from traders. Cheap earrings and
necklaces, preferably rosaries are worn.

The hair is done in two braids; on the head it is drawn tight and
parted down the middle. Bright-coloured flowers are placed over
the ear or worn in a chaplet by women of all ages.

HOUSES (tek!).

Dwellings are built with palm-roofs and stick or dirt walls, with
a rectangular ground-plan. The essential frame-work consists of
four uprights on which two long plates are laid, following the lines
of the two long walls of the house. The corner-posts are often of
very heavy, squared logs. Between the plates four cross pieces are

*Brasseur de Bourbourg, 1859.


