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ow do you preserve a culture?
How do you keep alive the
essence of a society? One way

is by preserving notarial records.
Notaries of the 18th and 19th cen-
turies documented and maintained
records and confirmed legal transac-
tions such as marriage records, wills,
sales of real property and slaves, eccle-
siastical records, and actions of local
councils. These legal documents help
establish and define elements of socie-
ty and culture. A preservation effort is
underway in the Department of
Special and Area Studies Collections
for the Jérémie Papers – 4,300 notarial
records from the region of the
Grand'Anse in the southern peninsula
of present-day Haiti.
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The manuscripts held by the
department date from the mid-1700s
through the early 1800s, with the
greatest concentration of documents
dating from the turbulent 1790s. The
capital of the Grand’Anse was – and is
– Jérémie, a port town that was home
to approximately 700 inhabitants in
1789 on the eve of the Haitian
Revolution. While the rest of the
French colony was embroiled in 
revolution, the Grand’Anse was a safe
haven from violence, relatively speak-
ing. In actuality, the history of this
region of Haiti largely remains to be
written. Like other notary records, the
Jérémie Papers contain documentation
of events that required notarization
and registration under French law and

comprise a significant part of the scant
remnants of recorded information
about this period of Haiti's history.

All that remain of these basic
socio-economic records for the
Grand’Anse are held by the University
of Florida, with smaller sets of
records being located in New York
(the Schomberg Center for Research 

Preserving the Jérémie Papers:
Haitian Notarial Records in Special Collections
by Keith A. Manuel
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in Black Culture, New York Public
Library) and France (the Archives
d’Outre-Mer at Aix en Provence). The
Jérémie Papers detail transactions
occurring in the town of Jérémie and
surrounding lesser jurisdictions for
the years prior to Haitian independ-
ence. Haiti’s official date of independ-
ence was January 1, 1804, which
marked the establishment of the first
black republic in the modern world
and the second independent country
in the Western Hemisphere.

The Jérémie Papers consist of 30
boxes containing approximately
18,000 papers. The materials, in their
current state, are extremely fragile and
their use has been restricted.
Furthermore, intellectual access to the
collection has
been hampered
due to an incom-
plete finding
guide that con-
tains very brief
annotations.
However, action
is now being
taken to prepare
a new inventory
for the collection
and place individual documents in
acid free folders.

Wheelock Whitney of Paris,
France, has made a gift to the George
A. Smathers Libraries to be used
towards the preservation effort.

“My gift to the Smathers Libraries
was made in gratitude for help which I
received from the libraries involving
original documents that were made
available to me by the librarians, con-
taining invaluable information with-
out which I could not have finished a
research project I have been working
on for several years,” said Whitney.

Bruce Chappell, archivist in
Special Collections affirmed the 
significance of the Jérémie Papers: “As

one example of utility, sources like this
become invaluable as people become
interested in property, gender and
slavery. This type of information
about slavery and a slave society is
more objective than reminiscences
and recollections; it’s disinterested and
unprejudiced. The recorded informa-
tion in the Jérémie Papers offers a
glimpse of and another angle on life
during the time period covered by the
collection and helps us better under-
stand what life was like then.”

Chappell, a specialist in the 
history of the Caribbean, continued
his assessment:

“Besides their considerable 
relevance to the study of world history
(remember, this was a time of great

upheaval and 
revolutionary dis-
content around
the world), these
records provide
the evidence that
will facilitate a
better under-
standing of the
contributions of
families and indi-
viduals of Haiti to

the developments which took place
during that era. Even today, Haiti is a
nation urgently seeking to understand
its identity and role in the Caribbean.
It is my belief that the increased devel-
opment of a sense of nationhood by a
people such as the Haitians leads to
greater societal cohesiveness, stability
and economic progress. Thus, we are
pleased to be serving as the custodi-
ans of the Jérémie Papers.”

Eventually, with secured funding,
the collection can be microfilmed for
preservation and distribution to 
students and researchers. The new
finding guide will be available in 
electronic format to provide
researchers heightened access. �
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Jérémie Papers (Continued from page 1)Libraries' Read-A-Thon
spurs spinoff

The George A. Smathers
Libraries held its second annual
Read-A-Thon on April 19 and 20
under a canopy on the Reitz Union
lawn on campus to commemorate
National Library Week. University
of Florida faculty, students, and
staff, along with local authors, read
ten-minute excerpts from a work
of literature that had special mean-
ing to them. One of the readers,

Stephen E.
Roberts, M.Ed.,
director of the
UF Institute of
Black Culture,
has taken the
concept and 

customized it for a
group of impressionable youth in
Alachua County.

“The program,” says Roberts,
“is called Project Inspiration, and
will seek to provide delinquent
youth with the inspiration they
may need to turn their lives
around by making better deci-
sions, having an increased sense of
self worth, and by using individu-
als outside of their immediate
family as sources of knowledge
and inspiration.”

Project Inspiration will expose
the young men and women in the
Alachua County detention center
through facilitated group discus-
sions to a variety of literature and
other motivational readings.
Roberts is recruiting UF faculty,
students, staff, and members of
community groups and churches to
volunteer one hour of their time on
one Saturday to share a piece of lit-
erature that has served as a source
of encouragement or motivation.

For more information, contact
Roberts at (352) 392-1261, ext. 5 or
stephener@dso.ufl.edu.

Roberts
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ruce Smathers enthusiastically
endorses the goal outlined by
the University of Florida Board

of Trustees to President Bernie Machen
to make UF one of the top ten public
universities in the country. And serv-
ing on the libraries’ Leadership Board
is the best way the Jacksonville attor-
ney believes he can help with the
achievement of that goal.

“Perhaps the most critical step
towards that goal is to make our
library system of comparable national
stature. You cannot have a great 
university without a great library 
system. It may sound trite, but it’s
true,” said Smathers.

“The library system is the heart of
the university as well as its central
nervous system. It interacts with and
supports all constituencies of the 
university, and is critical to their well-
being and success,” he added.

Smathers commends Dale Canelas
for doing an excellent job of not only
building UF’s library system to where
it is today, but also in identifying how
we compare to our peers among the
leading national universities, and 
citing where we must improve to be
more competitive.

The Leadership
Board has adopted
the role of becom-
ing the Smathers
Libraries’ line of
communication in
communities
within Florida and
beyond state lines.
Board members
not only inform

people in their communities of the
services and achievements of the
libraries, but they also explain the
need for personal contributions, in-
kind donations, and most critically,
financial support.

University supporters often donate
to the school or department from
which they graduated or with which
they were associated. While the
libraries can be perceived as the central
nervous system, too few people identify
with the libraries and support them.
Therefore, board members serve as
important bridges to building public
awareness of the critical role a great
library system plays in creating a 
great university.

“The board’s recommendation,
that with each endowed professorship
there be an endowment for resource
materials to support that professor-
ship, is typical of the positive direc-
tion in which we must move to
strengthen the libraries. I would also
like to see a small percentage of every
university donation earmarked to
improve the library system. This, of
course, will take a lot of education
and acceptance among the various
constituencies of the university,”

explained Smathers.
Smathers and

his family have a
long history in
Florida’s develop-
ment and higher
education issues.
His great-grandfa-
ther arrived in
Tampa on
Christmas day in

1876, and was heralded almost fifty
years later by the Tampa Tribune as the
“Father of Tampa.” One of his grandfa-
thers moved to Miami in the mid-
1890s and established the first phar-
macy and one of the first movie houses
in Dade County.

The George A. Smathers Libraries
and Smathers Library are named for
his father: library benefactor, former
U.S. senator, and UF student body
president.

After graduating with honors
from Yale University and serving in
Vietnam with the Navy’s Underwater
Demolition Team Eleven, Bruce
Smathers graduated from the UF 
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Bruce Smathers
by Barbara Hood

Bruce Smathers

“

”

The board’s recommendation,
that with each endowed profes-
sorship there be an endowment
for resource materials to 
support that professorship, is
typical of the positive direction
in which we must move to
strengthen the libraries.

– Bruce Smathers (Continued on page 6)



otanical books from the rare
books collection of the

Department of Special and Area
Studies Collections are on display in
the exhibit gallery of Smathers Library
through September 10, 2004. The
focus of the exhibit is botanical illus-
tration. The methods used to illustrate
such books evolved as did the
imprinting and they have been applied
in all printed visual representations of
their time. The exhibit features six 
categories of botanical illustration.

Herbals
Herbals are a form of materia

medica, which examines the worlds of
animal, vegetable, and mineral for
their therapeutic or poisonous effect.
Herbals concentrate on the effects of
plants and try to describe and illus-
trate them so that physicians may be
able to identify them in their natural
settings. The books have indexes to
the common names of plants as well
as their Latin names. The illnesses
that the plants would cure are also
included, such as,“For the swelling of
the Goute” in Dodoens herbal. The
quality of the images can vary, which
did make the gathering of plants
somewhat risky for the patients.

Gardening
An offshoot of herbals, books on

gardening encompassed more aspects
of flora, most importantly propaga-
tion. Gardens began as simple kitchen
gardens and orchards, then expanded
to include the development of formal
flower gardens and exotics. The con-
cern was no longer solely medical. In
John Parkinson’s book on gardening,

the pure pleasure and joy of growing
plants simply because they produce
beautiful flowers is luminously appar-
ent. Parkinson’s name comes up many
times in the exhibit.

Botany of Places: The Americas
Along with other valuable com-

modities, New World plants and plant
specimens were shipped back to
Europe. Much of the work of identifi-
cation of new plants and animals was
specimen directed and people in
America would be contracted to 
supply increasing numbers of them.
Beyond the purely scientific interest
and the desire for exotics in gardens,
the contribution of New World food
plants to Old World cuisines, such as
the potato and tomato, had a revolu-
tionary culinary impact.

Individual Plants
As the study of plants became

more scientific and the popularity of
exotics in formal gardens increased,
there was a demand for books related
to specific plants. Many of these books
were printed in a large format with an
emphasis on ornamental plants. They
are at the height of color printing for
their time.

Periodicals
Plants began to appear in periodi-

cals of a scientific nature, like the
Philosophical transactions of the Royal
Society of London, which was first
issued in 1666. All aspects of the 
sciences appeared in its pages,
including botany. Over a century later,
William Curtis founded a journal that
was exclusively devoted to botany with 
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The idea of an exhibit of some of
our botanical books seemed to be
perfect. The stacks are filled with
such books as we have a fine collec-
tion of botanical books. That soon
became the problem. Imagine that
you are given entry to Aladdin’s
treasure cave with one small sack
and told that you may take anything
you desire. But, although you may
fill the sack, you may not take any-
thing else. You fill the sack and then
immediately find another gem. What
to do? Rummage through the sack
and take something out. This was
repeated many times as I sat on the
floor in the stacks looking through
our many beautiful books. What
remains can only be a sampling. The
grandeur of the whole treasure cave
is only barely glimpsed.

The exhibit makes only passing
mention of the founder of taxono-
my, Carl Linnæus. Works by John
Ray and John Evelyn of the 17th 
century are also missing from this
exhibit. The exhibit targets the eye
and the accompanying text is only
complementary. The various tech-
niques employed to create images in
the exhibit are explained to give
some sense of the means used to
create the different effects. The tech-
nology of each period has benefits
and limitations.

Likewise, the nature and appeal
of botanical illustration has evolved.
The herbals, which are the founda-
tion of botanical illustration, were
directed to scholars, primarily
physicians, yet Mattioli’s 1544
Commentarii is reputed to have sold
nearly 40,000 copies in various edi-
tions and translations, surely such a
best seller was acquired by many
nonspecialists. Three hundred years
later, the wonderful Victorian illus-
trated books were published. These
were surely purchased by those who
had neither gardens nor greenhous-
es. They appealed to the eye and the
eye is entranced.

– Jeffrey Barr

by Jeffrey Barr
Curator of Rare Books

“Early Botany“Early Botany
II llustrated”llustrated”



n April 17, Dr. Madelyn
Lockhart received recognition

at the Society level of universi-
ty support for making commitments
to the University of Florida and the
George A. Smathers Libraries at the
President’s Council recognition 
banquet held at the Reitz Union Grand
Ballroom in Gainesville.

For twenty years at the University
of Florida, Dr. Lockhart taught semi-
nars and courses in African Studies
and economics and served as Dean of
the Graduate School and International
Programs. She contributed the initial
$20,000 to establish the Dr. Madelyn
M. Lockhart Book Fund in African
Studies in 2003. A recent donation of
an additional $10,000 brought her
support of the University of Florida’s
top-rated Center for African Studies 
to $30,000.

“I wanted to find a way to give
back some of the gracious help I
received from the Center,” said Dr.
Lockhart.“Improving library holdings

is one way to do that. I am pleased to
contribute [my support] to the African
Studies holdings and I hope to be able
to continue [that support] for some
time,” she continued.

Lockhart’s long-time interest in
Africa began in 1977. Over a period of
15 years she spent time in nine differ-
ent African countries and made

numerous contacts for UF at the uni-
versities of sub-Saharan Africa.

According to Peter Malanchuk,
bibliographer for African Studies, Dr.
Lockhart’s gifts enable the libraries to
enhance its existing holdings for
African Studies as well as ensure
progress toward its status as a world-
renowned collection. �
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Madelyn Lockhart, left, with University of Florida first lady and president, Chris
and Bernie Machen, at the President’s Council banquet.

Madelyn Lockhart honored at President's Council banquet

by Barbara Hood

equal measure given to scientific and
aesthetic considerations.

Children’s Literature
The most surprising thing about

children’s literature on botany is its
complexity. Most of these works read
like a thinly disguised college text-
book. Although the context is that of a

children’s book, the content is
assuredly not. Rita Smith, curator of
the Baldwin Library of Historical
Children’s Literature, assisted in the
selection of the titles displayed. �

The exhibit will eventually be made 
available for viewing online at
http://web.uflib.ufl.edu/spec/

exhibit in UF’s Special Collections
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lizabeth Marie Eddy, Ph.D., was
a professor emerita of anthro-
pology at the University of

Florida, who passed away in February
2004. Dr. Eddy has left her personal
library of 1,268 items to the George A.
Smathers Libraries to supplement the
libraries’ holdings.

According to Dr. Eddy’s niece,
Cheryl Foy, of Glenmont, New York,
“The University of Florida was her life.
It was kind of like an extended family
for her. She had no children and her
nieces and nephews all lived far away.
Her library was a reflection of her life,
which included a deep appreciation
for classical music, travel, anthropolo-
gy and literature.”

The Music Library benefited
from the 365 compact discs of classi-
cal music, which contain recordings
of historical performances and
unusual arrangements of standard
repertoire. Robena Cornwell, head of
the Music Library, said such record-
ings are a valuable asset to the 
collection and will be heavily used 
by students.

Included in the donation are eight
volumes of piano sonatas, string duos,
trios, and quintets from the Philips’
Complete Mozart Edition. The complete
collection of 45 volumes (180 CDs) is
considered to be one of the most impor-
tant recording projects of all time.

Cornwell added,“It is a wonderful
collection that we have been trying to
acquire for some time. But, due to the
expense and size, it has not fit into our
budget. These eight volumes are an
important beginning.”

Other items include hardbound
and softbound books on a variety of
subjects, books on tape, manuscripts,
and a cassette set of live recordings
of landmark cases argued before the
United States Supreme court entitled
May it please the Court…. In addi-
tion, there are 90 videos, including
the 1947 Hamlet interpreted by
Laurence Olivier and Peter Greenaway’s
adaptation of the Tempest entitled
Prospero’s Books.

At the University of Florida, Dr.
Eddy was director of the Urban
Studies Bureau from 1967-1972 and a
member of the Anthropology
Department from 1971 until her
retirement in 1984. She also served as
a consultant to various programs
related to education and as an editor
for several books and journals. She
was the author of three books and
numerous articles.

Eddy received a bachelor’s degree
from Wellesley College in 1947 and a
doctoral degree in Social Psychology
from Columbia University in 1961.
Her dissertation was entitled,
“Attitudes Towards Desegregation
Among Southern Students on a
Northern Campus.”

Gifts in-kind are an important
component of the libraries’ collec-
tions, and as is the case with Dr.
Eddy’s donation, may help fill in gaps
where they are needed and most
appreciated. �

Smathers Libraries receive
Elizabeth Eddy’s library
by Barbara Hood

College of Law. His brother John
and his wife Susan also graduated
from the UF College of Law.

After graduation, Smathers
was elected to the Florida State
Senate from Jacksonville, and then
served as Florida’s Secretary of
State. Being involved in higher
education issues, he was recently
an active leader in the successful
effort to establish a Board of
Governors for the university sys-
tem in Florida’s constitution.

Smathers’ long association
with the University of Florida
compels him to give back to the
university and the state. He will
continue to work to put UF within
the countries’ top ten ranked 
public universities. �

[*Ed. note: Noting the need for
endowed book funds, Madelyn
Lockhart, also a leadership board
member, established the Madelyn
M. Lockhart Book Endowment in
African Studies in 2003 and this
year made an additional contribu-
tion to the fund. See article on 
page 5.

Barbara Fearney recently commit-
ted to fund the Ted Fearney Book
Endowment in Architectural
Studies, the first book endowment
in the George A. Smathers Libraries
to support an endowed professor-
ship. See cover article of the fall
2003 issue of Chapter One].

Bruce Smathers
(Continued from page 3)

In gratitude



Please use my gift for the following:
Smathers Libraries Purchase Fund
Special & Area Studies Collections

Latin American Collection
Price Library of Judaica
African Studies Collection
Asian Studies Collection
P.K. Yonge Library of Florida History
Baldwin Library of Historical
Children’s Literature
Belknap Performing Arts Collection
Rare Books
Manuscripts
University Archives

Architecture & Fine Arts Library
Education Library
Journalism & Communications Library
Map & Imagery Library
Music Library
Marston Science Library
Digital Library Center
Other 
Please send information about 
making a planned gift/bequest

Friends
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Students, faculty, and librarians are always looking for the perfect resource to 
complement their research. While we do our best to be responsive to special needs,
there are always a few titles or equipment needs that lie beyond our grasp. If you are
interested in helping the Smathers Libraries acquire any of the following, please contact
Sandra Melching, director of development, at (352) 392-0342.

Museum of Broadcast Communications Encyclopedia of Radio. $375

Newsbank Florida Newspapers Database. Approx. $15,000/year recurring cost

An institutional affiliation with the Communication Institute for Online Scholarship,
which is a non-profit scholarly organization that supports the use of computer 
technologies in the service of communication scholarship and education. See
www.cios.org for details. $325/year and would provide access to their electronic
resources.

Confidential British Foreign Office Political Correspondence: China Series. 1920-1923,
109 reels microfilm: $19,725; 1924-1926, 81 reels microfilm: $14,290. Libraries have
years 1906-1919 and coverage of additional years will enhance the research materials
on China’s Republican Period.

Sephardic Editions, 1550-1820. Spanish and Portuguese Books Written and/or 
Published by Sephardic Jews of Early Modern Europe. A microfiche collection published
by IDC Publishers, with an accompanying CD-ROM containing the descriptive bibliog-
raphy by Dr. Harm de Boer, University of Amsterdam, Spanish and Portuguese Printing
in the Northern Netherlands, 1584-1825. $4,500

Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland, by Lewis Carroll. First Edition. Salvador Dali, illustra-
tor. New York: Maecenas Press. $7,000-$15,000

Desiderata

Giving to UF is now 
just a click away

UFgiving.uff.ufl.edu

Visit our new online giving 
Web site and find out how
simple it is to support 
the Smathers Libraries

WDAD Thank you for 
your support!

of the Libraries
Name 
Address* 
City State Zip 
Home Phone Business Phone 

Yes. I/we wish to support the George A. Smathers Libraries with a gift of $ .
I/we would like to pledge a gift of $ to be donated monthly/quarterly/annually (circle one)
Make checks payable to the University of Florida Foundation, Inc. and mail to Director of
Development, George A. Smathers Libraries, University of Florida, P.O. Box 117001, Gainesville,
FL 32611-7001.
To pay by credit card please fill out the following: MasterCard     Visa    Discover
*NOTE: If using a credit card, the address you use above must match the credit card billing address.
Credit Card No. Exp. Date
Cardholder’s Name 
Cardholder’s Signature 
Employees of the University of Florida may wish to take advantage of the payroll deduction process to 
provide their level of support. Check here for payroll deduction. ❑
Your gift may be eligible for a charitable contribution deduction.
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his issue of Chapter One brings
to mind the strong role that
libraries play in preserving cul-

ture. Libraries, museums, and archives
carry out a unique function in society,
that of documenting the history and cul-
ture of peoples, religions, nations, gov-
ernments, movements, etc. As “memory
institutions,” they contribute to making
human civilization vigorous and strong
by collecting, maintaining, and providing
access to the cultural record, providing a
foundation – the memory of where we
have been, what it meant to be like this
or that – that gives us a springboard to
new ideas and developments. The loss of
a part of our accumulated past denies us
as well as future generations the best and
most important resource for innovation
and progress. All of us are profoundly
harmed by being denied the basis to
understand our past.

For these reasons, the libraries are
making a considerable effort to preserve
the Jérémie papers. These unique docu-
ments contribute to understanding Haiti
during a particularly important period of

European intellectual ferment – the
Enlightenment. The ideas that spawned
the French Revolution, our own revolu-
tion, and the uprising in Haiti flowed
throughout Europe and the New World.
They were responsible for massive
change to the old order in many coun-
tries. The Jérémie Papers, as Bruce
Chappell states in the article, help to
document what life was like in Haiti
during that era and thus facilitate a 
better understanding of the events that
took place. Funding to microfilm and
then digitize this collection would make
the knowledge available to people all
over the world.

The Eddy library also documents
cultural development, but in a different
way. As the article points out, her collec-
tion of Mozart recordings is widely 
recognized for its excellence and adds
substantially to the depth of the Music
Library’s recorded sound collection. Her
wide-ranging interests in theatre, litera-
ture, law, anthropology and other areas,
provide us with books and films that will
combine with other materials already in

our collections to
enhance their
significance and
depth in many
disciplines. Such
a gift is indeed
welcome because of its lasting value to
the libraries and because it assists us in
providing cultural memories that create
the foundation of the future.

This issue of Chapter One addresses
collections in quite a variety of subject
areas – botany, African Studies,
Caribbean Studies, music, anthropology
– along with an article on the capacity of
library collections to make a difference
in human lives. And yet, these collections
barely scratch the surface of the richness
and variety of UF’s library holdings. With
your help, we will continue to grow and
develop collections that make a differ-
ence for all the students and scholars
who need to use them in pursuit of their
academic challenges.

– Dale B. Canelas
Director of University Libraries

T
A Message from the Director


