
Table 7. Recommendations for foliar applications
of plant nutrients.

Follar application
,jbt· ^^^^- _^^~rt ^~ X~~ ~Nutrient Source (lb product per acre)

.2 _ Ae · ; .. . - Boron Borax 2 to 5
Soluborl 1 to 1.5

Copper Copper sulfate 2 to 5
Iron Ferrous sulfate 2 to 3

Chelated iron 0.75 to 1
Manganese Manganous sulfate 2 to 4

i Gl, < H Molybdenum Sodium molybdate 0.25 to 0.50
Zinc Zinc sulfate 2 to 4

Chelated zinc 0.75 to 1
Calcium Calcium chloride 5 to 10

Calcium nitrate 5 to 10
... \-- . ',. '. '-.:"... ' Magnesium Magnesium sulfate 10 to 15

*- * '*' as..* "^.- 'i_ >;f Auk^ From Knott's Handbook For Vegetable Growers, 2nd ed.

RT__.,'4.-~,,i ' - ,,t -; f,. -.. " .- ... ,,~,- 1 Mention of a trade name does not imply a recommendation over
similar materials.

Figure 12. Applying soluble starter solution (from
tanks) as vegetables are transplanted.

be dissolved in the transplant water and applied in
the furrow (Fig. 12). For more information, see Literature
Vegetarian 85-1.

Foliar applications. In general, foliar applications 1. Anderson, D. L. 1985. Crop soil fertility recom-
of nitrogen, phosphorus, or potassium are not effec- mendations of the Everglades Soil Testing
tive where a good soil fertility program is followed. Laboratory - EREC-Belle Glade Mimeo.
It is difficult to place enough of these nutrients on EV-1985-10.
the leaves, especially early in the growth cycle, to 2. Bottcher, D., and R. D. Rhue. 1984. Fertilizer
be of benefit. Foliar applications of micronutrients management-key to a sound water quality pro-
can be effective in correcting micronutrient deficien- gram. Fla. Coop. Ext. publication Sp-28.
cies (Table 7). Nutrients such as calcium and boron, 3. Hanlon, E. A. (editor). 1986. Proceedings of the
which are immobile in the plant, should be applied Florida Fertilizer and Lime Conference. Volume
in small amounts at high frequency rather than in 16, p. 40.
one application for correcting temporary deficiencies 4. Harrison, D. S. 1974. Injection of liquid fertilizer
in some leafy vegetables. materials into irrigation systems. Univ. Fla. Coop.

Nutrient deficiency symptoms. Nutrient defi- Ext. Bull. 2765.
ciency symptoms are sometimes hard to identify 5. Lorenz, O. A., and D. N. Maynard. 1980. Knott's
(Table 8). Usually a tissue analysis will help identify Handbook for Vegetable Growers, 2nd ed. Wiley-
the cause. Collect most recently-matured leaves, Interscience, New York.
wipe clean of dirt with a damp cloth, dry, and send
to the tissue-testing laboratory. When sampling, be
sure to include a tissue sample from a plant appear-
ing normal. Soil samples from around normal and ab-
normal plants might help diagnose the problem.
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