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.it?~~ a ~c.est; -- ^masK^ui-isources of inocula. Spores of this fungus are produced
within flask-shaped structures (pycnidia) and are
spread primarily by rain or irrigation splash. However,
physical contact with field equipment could serve as
another method of spread, particularly when the
leaves are wet. Little is known about the life cycle of
this disease. Rough spot has occurred in
Johnsongrass, Sudangrass, and wild sorghum types.

Symptoms of rough spot occur in leaf blades and
sheaths, peduncles, stalks and certain flower parts
(e.g. glumes). Leaf symptoms from other geographical
areas have been described as beginning as small
circular to oblong lesions that are tan-colored in the

Figure 4. Zonate leaf spot center with a distinctive or well-defined border. Then,
the spots enlarge to oval to elliptical blotches that are
1/2 to 1" (1-2.5 cm) long and are gray, red-purple,
yellow-brown in color. In Florida, rough spot appears

Frequent rains or irrigation coupled with warm nights, similarly except the color of the lesions tended to be
such as those during north Florida summers, are dark brown to black and the tan center during early
conducive for development and spread of target spot. lesion formation is not apparent (Fig. 5). A mild
Equipment moving through the field could also serve irregular yellow area around the blotch may also be
as a mechanism for spread, particularly when the present (Figs. 5 & 6). Also, in Florida, the margins
leaves are wet. Spores are produced in a gelatinous of lesions are somewhat feathered (Figs. 5 & 6). The
matrix on the surface of the leaf lesions and on most distinctive feature of rough spot is the
overwintering sclerotia (an aggregation of fungal sandpapery feel of the lesion because of the
hyphae into a cushion-like structure with an outer numerous spore-bearing structures (pycnidia) on the
rind). When leaves are wet, spores germinate by leaf surface (Fig. 6).
forming filament-like structures which penetrate the
leaf surface. Tiny dark, pinpoint lesions may be seen
in the leaf 24 hours after the infection begins.

Other host plants for the zonate leaf spot fungus
include corn, Sudangrass, sorghum-Sudangrass
hybrids, Johnsongrass, broomcorn, napiergrass,
sugarcane, bentgrass, bermudagrass, and possibly
other grasses. The fungus survives in old crop refuse
or in the soil as black sclerotia (masses of fungal
hyphae bunched together) formed in infected leaf
tissue. Crop rotation, use of resistant varieties, burial
of old crop debris by plowing, and avoiding field tasks
when the leaves are wet should reduce this disease.

ROUGH SPOT

Rough spot is caused by the fungi Ascochyta sorghina
and A. sorghi. The former species is thought to Figure 5. Rough spot in leaves
predominate in Florida. Most varieties are not highly
susceptible but occasionally susceptible varieties
appear in Florida. Rough spot could be as damaging
as anthracnose in Florida if susceptible varieties were Control of rough spot includes the use of 1) crop
grown. Old crop residues and seed are reported to be rotation, 2) deep plowing of old crop residues, 3) use


