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Sorghum is not a major crop in Florida but its tan center, fruiting structures (acervuli) of the fungus
potential for growth is good if problems related to are visible through a hand lens. The fruiting
markets, perceived nutritional value for livestock, and structures contain a gelatinous mass of white spores.
diseases can be solved. Solving plant disease problems Interspersed among the spores are dark spines
begins with accurate identification of the causal setaee). With an increase in lesions in leaf blades,
agents. In Florida-produced sorghum, several diseases more lesions will be found in leaf sheaths, peduncles
caused by fungi and one bacterial disease occur. The (stem between uppermost leaf and the head), and
purpose of this publication is to provide information flower parts (e.g. glumes).
on the field diagnosis and control of diseases that
occur in leaves and seed heads of sorghum in Florida.
Root and stem diseases (e.g. Fusarium and Pythium
root rots) also occur but information relating to these
soil-borne diseases is limited at this time.

ANTHRACNOSE

Anthracnose is caused by the fungus Colletotrichum
graminicola. Anthracnose is the most common disease
of sorghum in Florida and has caused yield decreases
in excess of 50%. This fungus can cause seedling
blight, foliar leaf spots, root rot and stalk rot. Foliar
leaf spots represent the most predominate phase in
Florida. In drier production areas, the stalk rot phase
(red rot) may be more important than the foliar
phase.

Figure 1. A lesion of anthracnose in the midvein ofLeaf symptoms of anthracnose appear as elliptical a leaf
small reddish-purple to tan (depending on the variety)
spots that expand to lengths of 1/8 to 7/8" (3 to 22
mm ). Commonly, lesions appear first in the midvein Lodging can be more severe if the foliar phase of
(Fig. 1) and as the epidemic proceeds, abundant anthracnose is severe. Anthracnose causes lodging
lesions occur in the leaf blades and sheaths (Fig. 2). indirectly because the leaf phase reduces the amount
Full-sized spots are usually tan in the center with a of nutrients translocated to the stem or directly by the
distinct reddish-purple to brown border. Within the infection of the stalk, causing a disease called red rot.
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