
Conservation Practices

Part Two of the Land Judging Score Card deals with conservation
practices. Local conditions may require some modifications of the following
recommendations. Consult your County Extension Agent, SCS District Conser-
vationist, or Vocational Agriculture Teacher.

Vegetative

Practices Number 1, 2, 3, and 4. Use soil-conserving and soil-improving
crops -- Prevent or retard erosion, maintain or improve rather than
deplete soil organic matter, improve soil structure and tilth, increase
water intake, and increase fertility. Use of close-seeded crops and/or
incorporation of green manure into the soil would help to achieve these
results. Use crops that conserve and improve soil every year between
cash crops on Class I land. Use them every other year on Class II land.
Use them two years out of three on Class III land. Use them three years
out of four on Class IV land.

Number 5. Contour strip cropping -- Grow row crops with strips or bands
of close-growing cover crops in a systematic arrangement on the contour.
Use on Classes II through IV where the slope is 2 percent or more,
except where sandy soil extends from the soil surface to a depth of more
than 20 inches.

Number 6. Manage crop residue -- Turn in rather than burn off crop
residue, or provide a protective cover, leaving the residue of any pre-
vious crops as a mulch on the surface. Employ conservation tillage
where feasible and consistent with overall farm management strategy. Use
on Classes I through IV.

Number 7. Use sod-based rotation -- Grow crops in recurring succession
on the same land using grass pasture three years out of four or six
years out of eight. Use on Class IV.

Number 8. Wind strip cropping -- Produce row crops in long, relatively
narrow strips between strips of tall growing grasses or legumes placed
across the direction of the prevailing wind. Use on Classes I through
IV when a wind erosion problem is indicated on the conditions poster.

Number 9. Use field windbreaks -- Use a border of trees and shrubs,
usually three or more rows, to reduce the force of the wind for the
protection of fields, orchards, groves, feedlots, and homesteads. Use
on Classes I through IV when a wind erosion problem is indicated on the
conditions poster.

Number 10. Control noxious plants -- Keep undesirable vegetation to a
minimum. Mowing and spraying with chemicals are two methods of control.
Use on Classes I through VII.

Number 11. Establish recommended grasses and/or legumes -- Establish a
protective cover on land not producing suitable permanent vegetation or
on unprotected land not suitable for cultivated crops. Use on Classes V
and VI.
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