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Figure 1. Generalized pattern of date
after which the risk of a temperature
as low as 28 degrees is 30 percent.

Orchard Layout

Normal spacing is 20 X 20 ft or 108 trees/a (6 X 6 m). All common
peach cultivares are self-fruiting and should be planted in solid blocks for
easier spraying and harvesting. There have been some 10 X 20 ft and
15 X 20 ft (3 X 6 m and 4.5 X 6 m) plantings, with the expectation that a
larger number of trees per unit will result in increased yields per acre
during the early life of the orchard. Peach trees established at 10 X 20 ft
(3 X 6 m) have been more difficult to prune and handle than those
planted with normal spacing. On lighter soils the 15 X 20 ft (4.5 X 6 m)
spacing has been satisfactory.

Nursery Stock

June-budded trees 21/2 to 4 ft (0.8 to 1.3 m) high are a good size to set.
Although acceptable, smaller sizes are likely to have rather limited root
systems and may start poorly in light soils. Larger sizes are more dif-
ficult to handle and more expensive, but they grow better in sandy soils
and yield more during the first 4 seasons.

Peach cultivars for home or commercial planting should be budded on
rootstocks resistant to root-knot nematode species Meloidogyne in-
cognita and M. javanica. Okinawa and Nemaguard peach stocks have
satisfactory resistance and are the only stocks recommended for Florida.
Other stocks such as Elberta, Tennessee "Naturals", Lovell and local
seedling rootstocks are susceptible to both root-knot species.

A new nematode (M. incognita, race 3) has been found that infests
Okinawa and Nemaguard, but it is not yet widespread in Florida. Long-
range studies are needed to make definate recommendations for northern
Florida, but in central Florida there is hardly any choice but to use resist-
ant stocks. If common peach stocks are used in northern Florida,
fumigate bands 6 to 8 ft (1.8 to 2.4 m) wide in the fall, before planting
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