
CONTROL OF PESTS ON BEEF CATTLE
P. G. Koehler*

Pest of domestic and agricultural animals are a 4. Don't use a pesticide if an oily or gummy film

serious threat to the animal since many feed on body appears on the surface. The chemical may have

tissue such as blood, skin, hair and feathers. The deteriorated in storage.

wounds and skin irritation produced by these pests 5. Pesticides should not be applied in combina-

often result in discomfort and irritation for the tion or within certain time limits with other

animal. Many pests are also vectors of disease. In pesticides or drugs. The combination of chemicals

general, infested animals cannot be healthy or effi- may produce undesirable effects.

ciently managed. 6. Sick or stressed stock should not be treated

Although pesticides are used to protect animals with some pesticides.

from pests, it is important to remember that any 7. Young animals are often susceptible to

pesticide should be considered an active poison. The pesticides. Read label precautions before spraying

successful control of pests requires careful mixing young animals.

and application of recommended pesticides ac- 8. Do not spray animals with leaking sprayers,

cording to label directions. It is also necessary to ap- hoses or connections.

ply pesticides properly to prevent injury to the 9. Certain types of animals are susceptible to

animal. Never use more insecticide than is recom- some pesticides. Sensitive animals should not be

mended. Overdoses of pesticides are not only poten- treated.
tially fatal, but also can weaken animals making 10. Have a special area for cleaning sprayers so

them susceptible to disease. It is also against the excessive pesticide and wash water does not con-

law to apply a pesticide contrary to the label or you taminate animals. Keep drainage out of water sup-

could be fined. plies and streams. Do not let animals into areas

Many pests of animals can be controlled by apply- where sprayers are cleaned.

ing small quantities of pesticides to specific areas of 11. Mix only the amount of chemical needed for

the infested animal. Often most efficient pesticide the treated animals.

application can be made by applying small quan- 12. Some solvents tend to stay in the air and

titles of pesticide frequently. cause toxicity problems to animals in the holding

Never use more pesticide than is recommended. area. To prevent this damage, animals should not be

Overdoses of pesticides are not only potentially treated during hot, still afternoons.

fatal but can also weaken animals and predispose In addition to the above precautions, protect

them to disease. Young animals, because of their yourself from the effects of pesticides by following

low body weight, are particularly susceptible to all safety procedures on the label and using accepted

overdoses of some pesticides. pest control practices.

Pesticide Residues
Precautions

Many animals are raised for human consumption.

Precautions should also be taken during applica- Human food must not contain dangerous amounts

tion to insure the safety of the animal. These are: of chemicals in edible tissues. The Federal Govern-

1. Cover feed and water containers to prevent ment through the Food and Drug Administration

contamination during application. guards our food from harmful pesticide residues by

2. Keep chemicals thoroughly mixed in sprayer. establishing pesticide tolerances. A tolerance is the

Some formulations will separate unless constantly amount of pesticide that may remain as a residuue

agitated, resulting in overdoses and underdoses for on a food. The chlorinated hydrocarbons (DDT,

some animals. chlordane, dieldrin, aldrin and others) have a zero

3. Do not mix pesticides or load a sprayer where tolerance in meat, eggs and milk. It is important

animals or children may have access to spilled that illegal residues of pesticides not accumulate in

chemicals. edible tissues. If illegal amounts of pesticides are
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