
There may be rather extensive damage within the next 1-11/2 weeks
until pupation. Adults appear about 1 week later. They complete
their life cycle in 5-6 weeks and have several generations each year.
Other sod webworms species, fall armyworms, cutworms, and grass
loopers are also damaging to turfgrasses in Florida (Fig. 5). Ar-
myworm, cutworms, and looper larvae are brown to greenish in col-
or and have stripes along their sides. Sod webworms are usually not
present in sufficient numbers to damage grass before June in south
Florida, July in central Florida and August in north Florida. Ar-
myworms and loopers may be present any time during the spring,
summer or fall.

Sod webworms differ from armyworms and loopers in size and
feeding habits. The webworms feed primarily at night and remain in
a curled position on or near the soil surface during the day. This
habit makes them difficult to find. Newly hatched caterpillars cause
very little visible damage to grass. It is not until they are almost
full grown "worms" nearly /4 inch long that their feeding becomes
noticeable, and then it appears to show up almost overnight. This,
along with their night feeding habit, explains how extensive damage
may occur before it is noticed.

Injured grass has notches chewed along the sides of the blades,
which are also eaten back unevenly. The foliage may be almost com-
pletely stripped off in patches, and these close-cropped areas soon
become yellowish to brownish.

The soap flush technique (described earlier) is a good way to
detect sod webworms. They may also be found by parting the grass
and looking for the small green "worms" curled up on the soil surface
and for small green pellets of frass or excrement. A flashlight used
at night will reveal the caterpillars feeding in the grass foliage.

Armyworms, cutworms and loopers grow to about 1 /2 inches in
length, or about twice the length of the full grown sod webworm. Ar-
myworms and loopers feed during the day and do not rest in a curled
position while cutworms feed during the night and remain concealed
during the day like webworms.

Billbugs and White Grubs
Like mole crickets, these insects are soil dwellers. The hunting

billbug sometimes causes severe injury to grass in Florida, especially
zoysiagrass and bermudagrass. As the name suggests, the adult
beetle has a bill or snout and is dark brown and about 3/8 inch long.
The larva or grub, which is legless and grows to about 3/s inch in
length, is white with a yellowish brown head (Fig. 6). This stage
causes most of the damage to grass by feeding on the roots and
causing dead areas in lawns and other turf.
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