
Cultural Practices
Cultural practices can influence the susceptibility of lawn

grasses to chinch bugs and turf caterpillars. Attention to the follow-
ing practices will aid in a reduction of excessive fertilizer and
pesticide use which can result in energy conservation and less con-
tamination of the urban environment. Rapid succulent growth
resulting from frequent or high applications of water soluble in-
organic nitrogen fertilizers acts as an attractant and substantially
increases the chances of insect attack. Incidence of damage from
these pests can be greatly reduced with applications of minimum
amounts of slow release nitrogen fertilizers in combination with
other macro and minor nutrients. Contact your local Cooperative
Extension office for fertility recommendations and sources of slow
release nitrogen fertilizer for each of the turfgrass species in your
particular area of the state.

Improper mowing and excessive water or fertilization can cause
lawngrasses to develop a thick, spongy mat of runners and clippings
that have not decomposed above the soil surface. This spongy mat,
referred to as thatch, is an excellent habitat for chinch bugs and turf
caterpillars, and chemically ties up insecticides, therefore reducing
their effectiveness.

Proper mowing practices can make the grass more tolerant to
pests and greatly reduce thatch build-up. St. Augustinegrass
should be mowed at a height of 3 inches (4 inches in shaded areas),
centipedegrass 1/2-2 inches, common Bermudagrass /2-2 inches,
hybrid Bermudagrass 1/4-3/4 inches and bahiagrass 3 inches.
Likelihood of a thatch problem is reduced when not more than -/41/3
inch of leaf tips are cut at each mowing. However, if the lawn is not
mowed frequently enough, excessive clippings can contribute to a
build-up of thatch. In this case, clippings should be removed with a
grass catcher on the mower, or by raking, sweeping or with a lawn
vacuum. When a serious thatch problem exists, it may be necessary
to remove the thatch mechanically (vertical mowing, power raking,
etc.).

Insects are only a few of the many causes of yellowish or
brownish areas in grass. Diseases, nematodes, dry weather, and
nutritional disorders are sometimes responsible for such injury. It is
important that homeowners be sure of the cause so the proper treat-
ment can be applied as needed to correct the trouble without the
needless use of pesticides and extensive damage to the grass.

An effective way to survey for chinch bugs, lawn caterpillars,
mole crickets and beneficial insects is by the use of a soap mixture
applied with a 2 gallon sprinkling can. This mixture is not effective
in surveying for white grub or billbug larvae. Mix one fl. oz. of
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