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Figure 12
Distribution of Costs of Product on

25 Dade Co. Fla. Foliage Nurseries, 1988
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Cost Per Square Foot of Propagating and
Cost Efficiency Finishing Space (Appendix Table 9).

Costs per square foot are an important indicator Costs per square foot of propagating and finishing
for comparing growing costs in relation to the space is the most appropriate measure for estimating
physical area of production. Similarly, costs per individual plant growing costs or for comparing cost
dollar of sales and production are important efficiency between nurseries. These costs were
indicators for comparing growing costs with product obtained by dividing the dollar amounts in Appendix
revenue. Table 6 by the square feet of propagating and

finishing space from Appendix Table 1. Total costs
per square foot of propagating and finishing spaceCosts Per Square Foot of Bed and Bench Space pattern iiar to ot p square foot of(Appendix Table 8). showed a pattern similar to cost per square foot of(Appendix Table 8).
total bed and bench space. All nurseries averaged

These figures were obtained by dividing each of $2.24, largest nurseries $2.17, and smallest firms
the dollar cost figures in Appendix Table 6 by the $2.61 (Figure 14). Highest rates averaged $6.26 per
square feet of bed and bench space shown in square foot and lowest rates averaged $1.91 (Figure
Appendix Table 1. This is growing area only, not 14).
including offices, packing areas, drives, roadways, and
ditches, etc. Costs per square foot of bed and bench Other things being equal, a lower cost per square
space averaged $2.17 for all nurseries, $2.14 for the foot is desirable. Problems that cause costs per
largest, and $2.42 for the smallest (Figure 13). square foot to increase include inefficient planning
Highest rates of cost per square foot averaged $5.56, and utilization of labor, insufficient investment in
and lowest rates averaged $1.64 (Figure 13). Cash labor saving capital items, destruction or theft of
costs per square foot (excluding depreciation, supplies and plants, and poor purchasing practices.
interest, etc.) averaged $1.82 for all nurseries, $1.81 Other causes of increased costs may not be a
for the largest, and $1.75 for the smallest nurseries. problem if they result in increased revenue.


