
providing energy, protein minerals and vitamins for As soon as the kids have been eating grain and
the rapidly growing fetus and for conditioning the hay for 2 to 3 weeks and appear healthy, weaning
doe prior to kidding. While good condition at may be considered. Usually this occurs around 8
kidding is important, care must be exercised so weeks, when the kids weigh about 20 pounds each.
that the doe does not become too heavy or obese. If a good balanced feeding program is followed
Pregnant does should receive plenty of exercise after weaning, the kid should gain about 0.3 pound
and fresh water and an adequate amount of hay or per day for the next few months. A doe kid fed
pasture. Depending on the kind of forage and using this feeding program may be bred to freshen
forage quality, provide 1 to 2 pounds of a 12-16% at 12 to 14 months of age weighing 90 to 110
protein grain mix during the late dry period. A pounds. The rate of growth varies with feed
number of breeders routinely inject the doe with intake and the kid should be fed at a rate that
vitamin E and selenium about 3 to 4 weeks prior allows good growth but avoids fattening. Palata-
to kidding. ability of forages is very important to the kid and

quality of forage is closely associated with intake.
Legumes are usually the most palatable but goodTable 4. Maintenance plus medium activity and late Legumes are usually the most palatable but good

pregnancy. grass hay is also acceptable. Note the require-
mehts shown in Table 5.

Body Wt. CP TDN NEL Ca P
(Ib) (Ib) (Ib) (Mcal) (gram) (gram) Feeding Lactatig Dairy Goats
130 .46 2.0 2.6 7 5.6
165 .51 3.3 3.0 8 6.0 Feeding dairy goats to obtain peak milk
200 .56 3.7 3.3 9 6.3 production and consistency in lactation requires a

lot of careful planning, know-how and use of goodCP = crude protein; NEL= net energy for lactation.
quality and palatable feedstuffs that contain the
needed energy, protein, minerals and vitamins.

A clean environment in a supervised area near Management is also very important since good
the house should be available for the doe at quality forage is needed as well as plenty of fresh
kidding. After parturition; normal kids will be on water.
their feet and nursing within a short period.
Feeding colostrum (first milk after kidding) to Table 5. Total requirements for maintenanceandgiven
newborn kids is important for maintaining a good rates of gain per day.
herd health program. The colostrum contains all BodyWt. Daily CP TDN NE Ca P
the antibodies against diseases for which the doe (Ib) Gain (Ib) (Ib) (Mcal) (gram) (gram)
has been vaccinated and has immunity. In 2 020 0.20 0.13 1.06 0.90 2.5 1.7
addition, colostrum is high in minerals, vitamins 40 035 0.22 1.54 1.40 40 2.8
(especially vitamin A) and total solids as well as 5.0 3.3

60 0.35 0.25 1.82 .60 5.0 3.3
acting as a laxative. Kids should receive about 4 030 030 200 190 60 380 0.30 0.30 2.00 1.90 6.0 3.8
to 8 ounces of colostrum at birth and for the next 100 0.30 0.34 2.30 2.20 6.5 43
3 or 4 feedings. 125 0.25 0.36 2.60 2.40 7.0 4.6

Kids usually remain on milk for a period of 8 150 0.20 0.40 2.80 2.70 8.0 5.0
or 10 weeks or longer if desired. After 2 to 3 175 0.20 0.44 3.10 3.00 8.5 5.5
weeks on goats milk, a good quality milk replacer 200 0.20 0.48 3.40 3.30 9.0 6.0
may be used.-

A starter feed with 16 to 18% protein and good
texture should be offered the kids at about one As with raising kids, there is a need to start
week of age. Early consumption can be encour- with the dry doe to make sure she is in good
aged by placing a small amount of grain in the condition at the time of kidding. The ration
kid's mouth at milk feeding time. By limiting daily should be similar to the one received by the fresh
milk consumption to about 1 to 2 quarts, consump- doe in order to avoid digestive problems at or near
tion of dry feed will also be encouraged. Hay may kidding time. An adequate amount of hay during
also be offered at about 3 to 4 weeks of age. this stress period will smooth the doe's transition
Offer only small amounts of grain and hay to kids from dry to lactating, since the fresh doe may
in order to maintain palatability and keep the feed not have been receiving a lot of feed prior to
from getting stale. Provide fresh water and a kidding and may have a reduced appetite due to
source of trace mineral salt. the stress of kidding. Use caution by offering
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