
Obtaining Plants If there is difficulty in contacting a DNR regional

Many aquatic plants are collected from the wild for biologist, your county Cooperative Extension Service
aquascapes. Always obtain permission from the prop- will assist.
erty owner before collecting aquatic plants from pri- Correct identification of plants collected in the
vate lands. Collection of aquatic and wetland plants wild will be important to ensure that only desirable
from state-owned lands requires a special permit plants are introduced into the aquascape. Be certain
from the Florida Department of Natural Resources that problem plants such as Hydrilla or duckweeds
(DNR), and various regulations apply. In addition, are not introduced. All sediment should be washed
possession of certain aquatic and wetland plants is from the roots to minimize transfer of unwanted plant
prohibited by DNR because of their potential to be seeds and fragments. Other publications that might
weeds (Table 1). Before collecting aquatic or wetland be useful aids for identifying aquatic plants are SP 35
plants from public lands, contact a DNR regional Identification Manual for Wetland Plant Species of
biologist at one of the following locations: Florida and BulSP51 Aquatic and Wetland Plants of

Florida. Publications are available from IFAS Publi-
cations, Building 664, University of Florida, Gaines-

Tallahassee 904/487-2600 ville, FL 32611. Write for current price.

Lake City 904/752-5930 Wet newspaper, plastic bags, and boxes should
Floral City 904/726-8622 be used to ensure that your plants are not damaged by

Tampa 813/626-5143 drying between gathering and planting. Extra care
should be taken to avoid damaging roots and rhi-

Orlando 407/423-0673 zomes when digging plants.

West Palm Beach 407/793-5666 Several nurseries in Florida sell aquatic and
wetland plants. Although it will be more expensive
initially, it is advisable to obtain plant material from
a nursery rather than from the wild for several rea-

Table 1. Aquatic plants prohibited by rules of the Florida sons. Nursery-grown plants are usually higher qual-
Department of Natural Resources Division of Resource ity than wild plants, and are available in a variety of

Management Chapter 16C-5 1 containers and sizes. Nursery-grown plants appear

SCIENTIFIC NAMES COMMON NAMES to transplant better and fill in planted areas faster
than those collected from the wild. Purchase of plant

Alternanthera philoxeroides Alligatorweed material from a reputable nursery will minimize the

Cabomba aquatic Yellow, Green Cabomba potential for introduction ofundesirable plants. When
choosing a nursery from which to purchase plant

Eichhornia spp. Waterhyacinth material ask for references and check to see if previ-
Hydrilla spp. Hydrilla, Florida Elodea ous customers were satisfied. Purchase of plant

Hygrophila polysperma Hygro material from a reputable nursery should save money
in the long term. DNR regional biologists and Florida

Ipomoea aquatica Water Spinach Cooperative Extension Service Agents will assist in

Lagarosiphon spp. African Elodea locating aquatic and wetland plant suppliers.

Limnophila sessiliflora Ambulia Several aquatic and wetland nurseries are pro-
ducing some of their plants using a technique called

Mimosa pigra Giant Sensitive Plant, tissue culture propagation, or more commonly,
micropropagation. Micropropagation is defined as

Monochoria hastata the rapid multiplication of disease-free plants on a

Monochoria vaginalis sterile, defined, culture medium in glass or plastic
culture vessels under controlled conditions of light

Myriophyllum spicatum Eurasian Watermilfoil and temperature. Plants are usually cultured in a
Nechamandra alternifolia production laboratory where strict sanitary practices

.Pontederia rotunda Tropical Pickerelweed are followed. Micropropagation of aquatic and wet-Pontedenria rotundifolia Tropical Pickerelweed land plants offers several advantages over using tra-
Salvinia spp. ditional propagation techniques including: elimina-
(excluding S. minima) tion of the need for growers to maintain large stock

Sparganium erectum Exotic Bur-reed beds; year round production and availability of se-
Strutiotas aloides Wat e, Pn elected species; establishment of different genetic lines

Stratiotes aloides Water-aloe. Solider Plant of the same species that are adapted to specific envi-
Trapa spp. Water Chestnut ronmental conditions; and production of vigorous and

Vossia cuspidata Hippo Grass highly branched plants, which may increase survival
and establishment when planted out.

'Plants are added and deleted from Chapter 16C-52 periodically.
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