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Figure 17. Leaf discoloration along leaf veins in tobacco. Figure 20. Leaf symptoms in Aphelandra.

* Crops that are produced during the periods of
time that thrips are active (e.g., April, May, and
June in North Florida) are more likely to be in-
fected by TSWV.

* Consider less intensive crop production of sus-
ceptible crops, particularly on an overlapping
basis. This has been beneficial for control of
TSWV in greenhouses. Sometimes diseases can
become so severe every year that laws have been
established that prohibit the planting of that crop
for a given period of time (e.g., one-month let-
tuce-free period). This is an act of desperation but
may be necessary. Production of vegetables in

Figure 18. Leaf discoloration on one side of tobacco plant. Florida has become more intensive over a wider
geographical area. Such situations enhance crop
pests if there is no down time for the crops.

* Determine what the financial break-even point is
for a crop at various times in the season. If the

__ 6 severity of TSWV becomes high early in the sea-
son, it may be best, financially, not to continue
producing that crop. This is an important deci-
sion as much of the cost of production with some
crops occurs toward the middle to the end of the
season, particularly harvesting and post-harvest
costs. This tactic is being used in Hawaii for let-

AW 5 tuce production.

Additional considerations for field plantings.

Figure 19. Leaf symptoms in Gloxinia. * Use crop rotation with nonsusceptible crops (see
Table 1) if possible. Also, avoid double cropping

crop period can reduce the occurrence of resistant with susceptible crops (e.g., tomatoes followed by
strains and increases the possibility of control of peppers). Thrips pupate in the soil.
immature stages which are more difficult to kill Plowing and thorough seedbed preparation* Plowing and thorough seedbed preparation

when compared to adults. should aid in the reduction of population of pupae
* Sprays of crop oils have not proven successful for in the soil. Also, a seedbed that is prepared early

control of TSWV. reduces seedling blights which inhibit young
plant vigor.
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