
Figure 9. Light colored fruit spots in tomato. Figure 12. Severe fruit spotting and deformation in tomato.

laying of thrips in blossoms and on recently formed
fruit of tomatoes can cause fruit abortion and cos-
metic fruit scars, respectively.

Control and tactical decision making

In some situations, control of TSWV will not be
possible. Control measures for TSWV are not yet
available for many situations, particularly in outdoor
plantings. The following lists contain information
that relate to the control of TSWV.

Field and greenhouse considerations.

l Identify the presence of TSWV as soon as possi-
Figure 10. Dark colored fruit spots in tomato. ble. Make a strong effort to familiarize yourself

with the many symptoms caused by TSWV in the
crops you grow. Control actions that begin early
are likely to be most effective.

· Plantings of susceptible crops should be separated
from each other as much as possible on a geo-
graphical and a time basis.

· Roguing of infected plants is not discouraged, but
some studies have shown roguing is not effective
in field situations. For greenhouses, roguing has
been helpful for control when coupled with other
methods.

· Immature fruit that is harvested (e.g., green to-
matoes) should be inspected prior to shipment for
subtle light-colored ringspots or spots that will

Figure 11. Severe fruit spots in cherry-type tomatoes. not ripen normally. For example, green tomato

fruit with such spots will ripen with yellow spots
and may mimic other diseases. In Figure 2 are pic- or blotches. To minimize such occurrences,
tured small etchings in leaves of peanuts accompa- known infected plants can be marked in the field
nied by leaf curling, which are caused by the feeding and pickers should be instructed not to harvest
of thrips. Damage from feeding of thrips can cause from such plants.
leaf deformations but in peanuts such damage is not
considered to be of economical importance. The · Inspect plantings for thrips by using acceptable
primary damage from thrips to peanuts is their sampling methods such as yellow or blue sticky
transmission of TSWV. However, feeding and egg traps. This may be one way of determining how
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