
FLORIDA BLUEBERRY HANDBOOK are the same in both cases. Although this handbook
P.M. Lyrene and T.E. Crocker was prepared with commercial plantations in mind,

much of the information is also relevant to dooryard
Since 1920, blueberry culture in the United plantings.

States has increased from almost nothing to a major The profitability of blueberry plantations in
agricultural industry. This growth has been largely Florida depends on site selection, cultivar selection,
due to the release of improved cultivars, the first cultural procedures, and method of marketing.
of which were adapted to the northern United Well-planned and well-managed blueberry farms
States. These cultivars formed the basis of a new can be quite profitable in Florida. Production costs
fruit industry which has grown as better varieties per pound of berries here compare favorably with
were developed and more growers became familiar those in other areas of the country where good
with blueberry culture. Today, about 30,000 acres growers have made good profits. The cost of good
of cultivated blueberries are grown in the United blueberry land in north Florida compares favorably
States, primarily in New Jersey, Michigan, and with that in the major blueberry states of Michigan
North Carolina. and New Jersey, and Florida plantations reach peak

The success of blueberry cultivation in the north- production sooner because of longer growing sea-
ern states has stimulated blueberry trials in other sons. In Arkansas, a profitable blueberry industry
parts of the country. In Florida, Georgia, and other has been established during the past two decades
southeastern states, rabbiteye blueberries have on soils that are inherently less suitable for
shown much promise. The rabbiteye is a southern blueberry culture than many soils in Florida. Well-
blueberry, and differs in several ways from the managed blueberry farms established in Florida
highbush blueberries grown farther north. The ber- during the last 20 years are doing well, further
ries themselves, however, closely resemble those demonstrating the profitability of Florida blueber-
of the highbush, and the two are essentially indistin- ries.
guishable in the marketplace. The high plant vigor Marketing Florida Blueberries
and high yields of rabbiteye blueberries have en- The method of marketing should be the first
couraged widespread plantings in Florida, and it consideration in planning a Florida blueberry farm.
appears that a sizable blueberry industry is develop- Of the approximately 500 acres of blueberries cur-
ing in the state, rently in Florida, most are sold on the farm with

This handbook summarizes for growers and po- the customer picking the fruit (you-pick farm). To
tential growers what is currently known about grow-
ing blueberries in Florida. As with most new enter-
prises, much is unknown, but the oldest plantings
of improved blueberries in Florida are now 25 years
old, and much valuable information has been ob-
tained by the pioneering growers who established
them. In addition, improved cultivars and cultural
information have come from research on blueberries
which began at the University of Florida in 1950.
Additional information is available from university
research and grower experience in North Carolina,
Georgia, Arkansas, Michigan, and New Jersey, and
from U.S. Department of Agriculture blueberry
research. Information from all of these sources is
used in this report. The best procedures for growing
blueberries in Florida are still being worked out
and serious growers should keep informed on the
latest developments through the Florida Blueberry
Growers Association and through their county
agents.

The Outlook for Florida Blueberries
Blueberry plantings can range in size from a few

plants in the dooryard to a large commercial planta- Rabbiteye blueberries may be harvested by hand or by use of

tion covering many acres. The needs of the plants
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