
While breathing pesticides is the most rapid way Transportation and Storage
for them to enter the bloodstream, most acute Whether you are a homeowner, farmer, grower,
poisonings are the result of swallowing pesticides, rancher or commercial applicator, proper transpor-
which happens more often. Swallowed or ingested, tation and storage are important aspects of safe
pesticides are absorbed more slowly and less com- pesticide use.
pletely than by breathing. Establishing good work
habits, including washing hands before eating, and Transportation
not eating, smoking or drinking while working with
pesticides, will reduce the chances of ingestion. It Pesticides should never be transported inside the

must be emphasized that pesticides should never be passenger compartment of an automobile or truck

stored in other than their original containers, cab; put them in the trunk or in the back of the

Putting pesticides in containers that originally held truck. Never transport them where they could come

food or drink has resulted in many accidental in contact with groceries, livestock feed or other

poisonings. products which might become contaminated.

All pesticides may enter the body by absorption When transporting pesticides in a truck, see that

through the skin and eyes, the most common meth- they are secured to prevent spillage or loss due to

od of accidental poisoning. The eyes, stomach, sudden starts, stops, turns, etc. Should there be an

groin, arms, hands, and forehead are the likely accident or spill,immediately inform the local police

areas for absorption. Be extremely careful to see and fire officials of the quantity and name of the
that open wounds, sores or blisters are not exposed pesticide involved. Large spills, particularly of "Re-

to pesticides. Wearing the proper protective cloth- stricted Use Pesticides," should be reported to the
ing and equipment, changing and laundering Florida Department of Environmental Regulation
immediately after working with pesticides, and (DER) (1-904-488-1320), CHEMTREC (1-800-424-
showering thoroughly with detergent and soap will 9300) and/or the manufacturer.
reduce the danger of absorption. Should a pesticide Applicators of pesticides, particularly in heavily
spill onto yoIm r body the nem a to r inmt an populated areas, must take special precautions to

secure products transported to the application site.
thorough washing ar require! Allowing containers of pesticides to remain unat-

The Cholinesterase Inhibitor Factor tended on the back of an open truck is inviting an
accident -- and a costly lawsuit.

Mixers, loaders, applicators and others working Commercial transporters of pesticides must meet
with concentrated pesticides, or those who have special requirements: vehicles must carry placards,
accrued long hours of exposure to diluted pesticides, bills of lading, labels of the product, etc. Consult
should be particularly aware of the dangers of the the Florida Department of Transportation regarding
organophosphate and carbamate pesticides as cholin- these requirements.
esterase inhibitors. Cholinesterase is an enzyme in
the blood. It affects the red blood cell and plasma Storage
ChE levels. Organophosphate and carbamate .

p esticides aect ths enme and case loer red Nationally, nearly three-fourths of all pesticide
pesticides affect this enzyme and cause lower red accidents occur to non-users of the matealsMany
blood cell and plasma ChE levels. Affected accidents occur to non-users of the materials.Many

Sof these accidents involve children. In addition,
individuals may exhibit pesticide poisoning symptoms
such as fatigue, listlessness and headaches. Severe pet poisonis fm cotacts wth improperly stored
exposures can result in death. Users of these pet poisonings from contacts with improperly stored
exposures can result in death. Users of these
pesticides shoud be in a chonesterase testing pesticides. These accidents not only cause human
pesticides should be in a cholinesterase testing suffering and economic losses, but improper storage
program. Consultyour medical doctor. is contrary to federal regulations. READ THE

LABEL: IT IS THE LAW.
Symptoms of Pesticide Poisoning

Many of the early symptoms of mild pesticide
poisoning are similar to the symptoms of the flu. Mild Poioning Moderate Poisoning Severe Poisoning

heat stroke, exhaustion or the common cold. How- FHa Unable to ak cons U Co n of pupi
Headache Weakness Severe constriction of puril

ever, if these symptoms occur while working, or Dizzines Chesdiscomfort Muscle twitching

shortly after you have been working, with pesticides vsnseating and salivating Constricion retinf t and

contact your supervisor, nurse or doctor. Symptoms Naose ong diarrhea Coma
Stomac camps or diarrhea Death

which may occur are:
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