
timber as a secondary objective may want to con- wildlife. Regeneration is completed within two
sider other alternatives. years of each harvest. Upland sites are planted

with longleaf pine, while slash pine is planted in
Selective, shelterwood, or seed-tree harvesting the flatwoods. All stands are thinned and burned

create a more aesthetically-pleasing appearance, at regular intervals. Wide firelines are plowed
favor several wildlife species, reduce the likelihood between stands and seeded with rye grass. Roads
of soil erosion and lower regeneration costs. How- follow contours and the banks are stabilized with
ever, these methods are not without their disadvan- bahia grass (Paspalum notatum). An 80-acre
tages. Damage to residual trees, inadequate or mixed hardwood stand which contains a cabin with
delayed seedfall, lower sales prices, and depletion outdoor picnic facilities has been left in the center
of the genetic stock by "high-grading," or removing of the property. A hunting club maintains all
the best trees and leaving the runts, cause most improvements and controls access.
landowners not to favor these methods. More active
supervision and management of the timber sale are Example 2
also needed to ensure long-term success. The second landowner has 60 acres located in
Timber management in action the Florida panhandle. Young planted pines, which

are surrounded and bisected by grassed access
The following two examples illustrate active tim- roads, occupy 40 acres of this property. The

ber management. Both landowners consider timber landowner mows between the rows on a three-year
as a primary objective but provide for multiple cycle to encourage the growth of desirable legumes
resources on their properties, and cover for wildlife. He has also erected numer-

ous nesting boxes. Thinning and burning will begin
Example 1 when the trees are older.

The first landowner has 1000 acres in northeast
Florida. Most of the property has been converted to The remaining 20 acres consists of bottomland

planted pines. Stands ranging in age from newly hardwoods surrounding a creek. The landowner

planted seedlings to mature sawtimber are inter- has built a boardwalk to the creek to observe wild-

spersed in blocks no larger than 80 acres to allow life, which includes a large resident alligator. No

for continuous harvests and create diversity for harvesting is planned for this area.
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