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What do you enjoy most about owning your maximized without sacrificing the ecological diver-
forest land? sity of woodlands. The key is Forest Stewardship.

"* Appreciating the aesthetic qualities or the Forest Stewardship is the wise use and
unique natural and historical features. management of resources that maintain and

enhance the value of the forest for present
"a Providing quality forage for grazing animals or and future generations.

habitat for wildlife.
Stewardship is based upon the strategy of mul-

"* Contributing to the long-term protection of the tiple-use land management. With the help of natu-
environment. ral resource professionals, a landowner develops a

management plan designed to increase the
"a Receiving additional income from timber sales. forestland's economic value in a socially and envi-

ronmentally responsible manner. Each plan is
"a Pursuing a recreational activity such as wildlife tailored to meet the landowner's priorities while

observation, hiking, horseback riding or hunting. maintaining the ecological diversity of the forest. A
typical multiple-resource plan might provide for

If these interest you, and you want to do more to conservation of soil and water, protection of wildlife
provide for them, then you need to know about the habitat and wetlands, timber production, livestock
Forest Stewardship Program. The program is de- grazing, recreation, and beauty.
signed to help Floridians manage their forestland
for a variety of natural resources. At the same Organization of the Forest
time, good stewardship means that these precious Stewardship Program
resources will be enhanced and conserved for
ourselves and for future generations. The Forest Stewardship Program was developed

and initiated by the National Association of State

What is Forest Stewardship? Foresters and is funded by the USDA Forest
Service. Each state operates its own tailor-made

Forestland is one of Florida's most productive program to meet specific needs of landowners and
natural resources. The benefits derived from these their forests. In Florida, five agencies and organi-
forests are innumerable. Timber production, hunt- zations work together to implement the Program:
ing leases and livestock grazing are among the the Florida Division of Forestry (DOF); the Soil
many income opportunities available to the forest Conservation Service (SCS); the Institute of Food
landowner. Woodlands protect soil and water and Agricultural Sciences Cooperative Extension
resources and provide wildlife habitat. Also, forests Service (IFAS-CES); the Florida Game and Fresh
offer recreational opportunities and beauty to all Water Fish Commission (FGFWFC); and the
Floridians. Florida Forestry Association (FFA) (Figure 1). In

addition, private natural resource consultants also
Forest Stewardship is a commitment to your participate in program operation.
land for now and for the future.

The objectives of the Forest Stewardship
The most valuable aspect of the forest, however, Program are to:

is its renewability. If cared for, forestland will yield
economic benefits to the landowner indefinitely. a encourage landowners to manage for multiple
Fortunately, long-term forest productivity can be natural resources;
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