
Unless the system is being used to dispose entirely of graywater, it
must be connected to a public sewage system within one year from the
date such a public system becomes available in the area.

Gravwater is residential wastewater from bathroom or lavatory
sinks and washing machines.

Blackwater is basically all other residential wastewater, like water
from toilets and kitchen drains.

Where should on-site systems be placed?

The system's location is a key factor in determining the potential for
groundwater damage.

- Septic tanks must be distanced 75 ft. from private potable wells
and surface waters, and from 100 to 200 ft. from public wells.

- Placement of drain fields 5 ft. from building foundations or
property lines, 50 ft. from non-potable wells and 10 ft. from
potable water supply lines (unless the lines are encased in
concrete or double pipe) is required.

- New fill soil or unsettled ground is seen as least favorable to the
placement of disposal systems.

- Special standards apply to the placement of systems in
limestone soil, which is particularly common in South Florida.

The land use zoning of the area where the system is to be installed
is also crucial. If an area is zoned for industry or manufacturing, the
DER will closely monitor the system to insure that it receives no toxic
or hazardous wastes. Additionally, the system will probably not be
permitted if a public sewage system is available.

The size of the tank and drain field is also prescribed by the rules,
which list the minimum sizes of tanks required for every size of
residence or other building. The size regulations are based on the
amount of waste the DHRS estimates each type of building will
generate.

How should the system be maintained?

The owner of the property is responsible for maintenance and
upkeep of the system. Under DHRS rules, the owner should check the
level of the tank a minimum of once every three years. Both the
statute and the rules prohibit the use of organic chemical solvents to
degrease or declog the system. Pumping out the system requires a
permit from the DHRS which will require proof that the proper pump,
truck and expertise will be used.

What are the procedures for septic tank abandonment?

No permit is required from the DHRS to abandon a septic tank, but
these steps must be followed:

- The tank should be pumped out.
- The bottom should be opened or ruptured to prevent water

retention.
- The tank should be filled with clean sand or similar material.

What permits and fees are required?

The DHRS requires a permit for the installation or repair of all on-
site sewage systems. Prior to the issuance of a permit the DHRS may
inspect the site and perform any necessary tests to determine whether
the system has any potential to cause harm. The DHRS will also
require an inspection of newly installed tanks before burial.

The DHRS should conduct this inspection within two days after it
has been notified that the tank installation is complete. A fee will be
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